: CPYRGHT

i A e e v R
e

MINNEAPOLYS TRISUNL
Approved For Rel s : A
pp elease 2000/09/1 iﬁ&!@‘ﬁ?ﬁ?@'@@om R00020

\

Middlie

Sl .
f@ff CPYRGHT

e

"FOIADb3b

"By CLARL GGLLENHOFF
Ninneavpuils Tribune
Staff Correspondent

been operating. He jumped,
into it with the same enthusi-
asm he had for his work in

~ In Tokyo, he used a letter
of introduction from Mac-
‘Nider on the stationery of!
iha Naorthwestorn. State

" merce and the ElKs.

WASHINGTON, D.C.
The life of an Jowa business-

. iespionage and unorthodox
Portland Cement Co. of M¢ ‘warfare. - ‘

son Citv .

[y

man was pleasant buf une

Arabia when the Danish-born

s gventful  for ¥

- i Hans V. Tofte. |
Rnalysis: 1" He had al- | i

CWHAT TiE Ei}ii{g\i’gh“veg Dorovan MacNider - headquarters,”

. RPN series of ex-. . Wartime record €. - ; ]
NS eer s that' and he needed an experi- you in his own story of some
iy f?e“?gce" 6% renced undercover agent t0 rather remarkable service iny.
MEANS l}c\i‘gonue c redi]ta'\t/;: handle planning and execu- World War I1, a good part of:

et Law o f-tion of operations for the which was spent in the OSS
awrence  Of povion's big  international ‘under our mutual friend, Bill

Toite and his Iowa - born

pying activity.

i .

| ALSO, siarhng. Wilh @
My good friend. and fellow speech before a tuncheon
‘townsman, Lieut. Col. Hans'group in Clear Lake, Tofte
V. Tofte, presently at y our . Jaunched a carcer as a public,
MacNiderispeaker that won hitm a wide
wrote. “Col, Toffe can tell reputation in the Midwest,

v, “This will be presented

Of course, he was not,
lled as onc of the super-
spies of the CIA agency, but
he cotild deal publicly with
his danger-filled activities in

B ’ idered : y
Donovan, who "considered; ., ‘panish underground . in

SRR . . p hi . of his ablest and
Y ey T . TOFTE ¢ } am oneg O‘ 5
wife, Marlys, moved 1o ‘owa OFTE' PASSED olf the, oo " \aluable operatives.”

with the intention of living supgestions that he join the O pLLe
out their years in Mason|CIA with the comment that: SOL E‘Of‘f‘;.h“; f{’f?t 2
City. 7 e “would be available it you £00d part of his agu’t 4 cm

111940, his work in 194} and

742 with the British connnan-
dos in guenlla warfaré in
Burma, his entry into 'the

THEY HAD purchased the get an‘emergency thatl is big

. enough.”

controlling interest in Klipto -enougd.”, -
Loose Leaf Co. in Mason| The outbreak of the iio-
City from Mrs. Tofte’s uncie, vean War in .June ' 1950
John Corsaut. Tofte was de- | brought a call from Wisner,
termined to be what he con-}% 5 king that he come to
sidered a typical Midwestern Washington, D.C.—He
businessman. He joined the

Masons, the ,Rotary Club,|ington was told that Wisner
the smerican Legion, the considered this emergency

Mason City Chamber of Com- large enough, and there was
a need for a man with Tof-

te’s experience and. particu-

Through a mutual interest larly his fluency in Chinese,

in military affairs and be- Y .
cause of a mutual acquant- Japanese and Russian.
ancesaip through the late There were conferences at
Gen.  William (Wild Billy the highest levels in govern-
Donovan, wartime head of ment, including the tlen
the Office of Strategic Serv. Defense Secrefary Gen.
cies (OSS), Tofte and his wite George C. Marshall, and Tofte
became close friends of Gen, 38reed to accept the assign-
Hariord MacNider, one of the ment—starting _irom scratch
most dintinguished citizens 0 build the CIA operation
of northeast lowa. - Korea. He was to be

Tut even in  the first . ]
months in Mason City Toftc'gas {.)0 work directly with
wa- in contact with an old Z&% ouglas MacArthur.
fricas from his 0SS days, - THERE W&S no time for
Frank G. Wisner. Wisner delay, Tofte called his wife
had Lecome the head of thein Mason City, told her to
clandestine overations of thepack his elothes, that he was
recently  created Central cffothe Far Cast and would
Tntelligenvo  Agency  (CIAY, #w

have Lime (o fetuin lo
AR
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within hours, and.’in’ Wash-!

‘based in Tokyo, Japan, and; qualiiies him.” :

ithe Far East, particularly in
‘Manchuria and China, and
“would scem to have all the
‘necessary background to be
of definite service to you in
the present  emergency. I
-have faith in his abilities, hisi
;loyalty and his resourseful-
fiegs, and 1 commend him to
your consideration for any
“tasks for which you may feel]
"his experience qualifies him."]
In a similar letter to Maj.
Gen., C. A. Willoughby, who
lwag in charge of intelligence
lfor MacArthur, MacNider
: commented:
| “TOrTE DID some  out-
anding ol n the LS u g oslavian
told me only a few da);s ano'governmem,' and were awax~d.
‘ that he considers him one %fi'ed the Legion of Merit by
Uos o ithe United Slales -govern-
| the best in almost any €apac- yon with Donovan 'making
L ity for which his experience iy presentation.

Although decorated hy
Tito's zovernment, Tofte
“made Tito one of the major
throush 1952, and then there tarpets of his remarks 6n
were ather Tapecial projecis” the Midwestern speaking cir-
i eter paite of the worldiouit where he varrned that

0SS as an instructor and
later as an operator in north-
ern Africa and Yugoslavia,
from 1943 through 1946,

The gun-running activitics
from Italy to Yugoslavia
were regarded as essential to
the survival of grmyersner 18
the forces of
Marshal Josip
Tito, and Tof- |
te and a Capt.
IRobert Thomp-
son who
shared the
command
were deco-
rated by the

Tito

.~ That was 10 be a one-year.
job for the CIA, but at Wis-
ner's request it strotehed on
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