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Baslc Intellizence Course

I, Purpose
The purpose of the Basic Intolligence Course is to give newly-appointed
Junior professional employeoo an understanding of;the nature, objectives,
and organization of intelligence activities as conducted by the United
.States Government; to train them in fundamental principles and methods
of intelligence work; and fo reinforce their interest in intelligence

ae a career profession,

II, Scope
| The Basic Intelligence Course deals with the burposes of intelligence
, activify; the types of 1ntelligence: the principles and methods used
in the collection, production, aqd digsemination of intelligence; the
organization, mission, and functions of the national security agencles
N of the U, S. Governmenx the organization, mission, and. functions of
ili'the offices of CIA; the organization, mission, and functions of thelw
wfliqmﬁgonoigg; the Tole of intelligence in support of national security;
g and the nature of the world éituation, with particular reference to the’
‘threat to national security presented'by‘the USSR and the communist

movement,

III. Conduct of the Courase
The Basic Intelligence Course is conducted by a permanent staff of ex~
periencod intelligence officers, Special lecturers are drawn from within
CIA and from the national security agencies of the Government, Time is
, | allotted for questions followin§ lectures and for small discussion groups.
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Preacribed readinga are assigned‘op the subjects covered in the course,
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end additional books and periodicals are available in a branch of the
CIA Library. The trainees afe given«problgms and projects illustrative
Vet \ufui ‘;’f gd § THity
of common types of intelligence work, and thelr performance is reviewed

and criticized by members of the staff, Practice in clear and concise

writing is stressed,

The course is organized ip two sessions, The first seseion is
‘devoted to the orientation and instruction considered necessary for
' every Junior offiéer entering the Agency,. The second session is closely
related to the first, but the training is specially designed for new |
Personnel of the officés under the DD/I and for unassigned Junior Officer
Trainees, In the second session emphésis is placed on the methods,
techniques, and‘practices utilized in offices producing intelligence, aﬁd

the training is maihly through superviged student problems and projects,

IV, Assessment and Assignment

| Trainees asaigned to CIA offices before entering the course return to
their respective offices upon completion of the course, Unassigned
Junior Officer Trainees are assewsed by the O0ffice of Training and assigne
ments recommended on the basie of their interest temperament, educational
background and special skills and aptitudes, These recommendations are
‘reviewed in the light of ofﬁ%ge reqﬁirementa for Juﬁior professional
personnel, and interviews i;.Agency offices arranged for the trainees, An
office desiring the.permAnent assignment of a Junior Officer Trainee may.

, érrange the transfer through the Personnel 0ffice; alternatively,va trainees

may be detailed from the Office of Training for a trial period,
' qmmm it mnn VIR
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V.

Curriculum
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A. First session Jar}&ﬁ Fooxd B ALY
-1, General subjects, including introduction to course, types
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“industrial and scientific potential of the USSR; Soviet intelliw

8¢
Be Second session

. . ;"1.

,2. 

. 3.
b,

of intelligence, principles and methods,'history of ﬁ. Se
intelligencé, security, maps and their uses, foreign intelll-
gence services, and intelligence and foreign poliéy

The intelligence process, including collection, observation

and description, inﬁerviewing, reporting, production, presenta-
tion, and dissemination |

National Security Agencies—-NSC, JCS, FBS

The intelligence commnity--OIR, G-2, ONI, AFOIN, JIC

CIA--mission and organization; operations; communications; and

. the function Bf varipus offices under the DD for Intelligence

Foreign areas and U, S, security-;a survey of major strategic
areas

The USSR and Communism-sgeography, military and air capabilities,

gence agencies; theory and practice of Communism
Student exercises—~map problem, selection of types of intelli-

gence, editing problems, and analysis and evaluation-problems

. General-~security commitments of U, S, and its allies, the

strategic importance of areas, informational and propaganda
activities
National Security Agencies-KEO FBI, R&DB, MSA.

"’_":,i -'6!1

CIA--analysis of types of production

Foreign areas as subjects of intelligence interest-—intelligence.
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problems connected{wfthé?iigqvgqud areas

5. USSR-~Soviet imperi;lfém Soviet techniques of aggression

6., Student exercises-~interviewing problem; distribution, formu-
lation and allocation of requirements; abétracting; message
writing; writing for intelligence summaries, digests, reports,
and estimates; preparation and use of map overlays; preparation
and presentation df én area estimate

7. Rapid reading course—a laboratory course to increase reading

speed and comprehension

OTR/HMS:ebb (13 October 1952)
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