An Unbiased Comparison of the Democrat and
Republican Platforms on Major Issues Facing America

Thisarticleisdesigned to be a clear comparison and contrast of key issuesin the two national Party Platforms. Thiswork
should NOT be construed as an effort to affect your vote. It is simply Party Platform information in the Party’s own words.

While yard signs, campaign literature, and public forums aid voters in making informed choices on Election Day, there is no
better or more accurate source of information regarding a candidate’s politics than his or her voting record. That's why you rarely
see politically charged bills filed or voted on in Frankfort until the candidate filing deadline has passed in late January. Forget
rhetoric. Nothing says more about what a politician actually believes than how he or she votes. But there is one more way for voters
to anticipate how their legislator may be expected to vote on politically significant bills, particularly if it is a challenger who has no
voting record. The Party to which they belong has a statement of what they believe and champion.

Both major parties have established guidelines for what they believe should be promoted in Congress as well as in state legisla-
tures. Both the Republican and the Democrat Parties adopted and published their respective Party Platforms in 2012. Democrat
and Republican candidates are expected to support their respective Party’s platform if they are elected, and politicians who deviate
from voting the Party line risk losing financial or political support from their Party leaders.

Primary elections in May set the stage for November 4 when Kentuckians have an opportunity to select their choice in the gen-
eral election. A close examination of each Party’s core beliefs could provide a powerful indication of how that Party’s nominee will
vote. Both Party Platforms are somewhat lengthy, but taking the time to read them can be enlightening. Because of space con-
straints, we cannot print the full texts of each Party Platform; however, -*-we have provided a side-by-side comparison of some
issues our elected officials likely will be addressing in future legislative sessions.

We recommend that you consider the comparison and contrast below and then view the complete Platforms for yourself.

Access the entire Democrat Party Platform at http://assets.dstatic.org/dnc-platform/2012-National-Platform.pdf

Access the entire Republican Party Platform at http://www.gop.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/2012GOPPIatform.pdf

Democrat

UNIONS/LABOR

We will continueto fight for the right of all workersto organize and join a
union. We will fight for labor lawsthat provide afair processfor workers
to choose union representation, that facilitate the collective bargaining
process, and that strengthen remedies for violations of the law. We will
fight for collective bargaining rightsfor police officers, nurses, firefighters,
emergency medical technicians, teachers, and other public sector workers.
We will continue to vigorously oppose “Right to Work” and “ paycheck
protection” efforts, and so-called “ Save our Secret Ballot” measures
whenever they are proposed. (Pages 9-10) [Also seepages 1, 2, 3, 8, 14,
15, 17, 18, 19, and 21.]

TAXES

We see an Americawith greater economic security and opportunity, driven
by education, energy, innovation and infrastructure, and atax code that

hel ps to create American jobs and bring down the debt in a balanced way.
We believein deficit reduction not by placing the burden onthe middle

Republican

UNIONS/LABOR

6

We demand an end to the Project Labor Agreements; and we call for repeal
of the Davis-Bacon Act, which costs the taxpayers billions of dollars
annualy in artificially high wages on government projects. We support the
right of States to enact Right-to-Work laws and encourage them to do so
to promote greater economic liberty. Ultimately, we support the enactment
of a National Right-to-Work law to promote worker freedom and to
promote greater economic liberty. We will aggressively enforce the recent
decision by the Supreme Court barring the use of union duesfor political
purposes without the consent of the worker. (Page 8) [Also see pages 1, 5,
7,11, 15, 16, 19 and 44.]

TAXES

We oppose retroactive taxation; and we condemn attempts by activist
judges, at any level of government, to seize the power of the purse by
ordering higher taxes. We oppose tax policies that divide Americans or
promote class warfare. Because of the vital role of religious organizations,



TAXES (continued)

class and the poor, but by cutting out programs we can’t afford
and asking the wealthiest to again contribute their fair share.
(Pages 1-2)

Democrats have cut taxesfor every working American family, and
expanded the Child Tax Credit and Earned Income Tax Credit. (Page 14)

The Democratic Party opposes efforts to give additional tax cuts to the
weal thiest Americans at the expense of the middle classand investmentsin
our future. (Page7)

We support allowing the Bush tax cuts for the wealthiest to expire and
closing loopholes and deductions for the largest corporations and the
highest-earning taxpayers. We are committed to reforming our tax code so
that it isfairer and simpler, creating atax code that lives up to the Buffett
Rule so no millionaire pays asmaller share of hisor her incomein taxes
than middle classfamilies do. We are also committed to reforming the
corporate tax code to lower tax rates for companies in the United States,
with additional relief for those |ocating manufacturing and research and
development on our shores, while closing loopholes and reducing incen-
tives for corporations to shift jobs overseas. (Page 7) [Also see pages 3, 6,
8,9, 10, and 19]

ABORTION ISSUES

The Democratic Party strongly and unequivocally supports Roe v. Wade
and awoman’sright to make decisions regarding her pregnancy, including
asafe and legal abortion, regardless of ability to pay. We oppose any and
all effortsto weaken or undermine that right. (Page 18)

The President and the Democratic Party believe that women have a
right to control their reproductive choices. Democrats support access to
affordable family planning services, and President Obamaand Democrats
will continue to stand up to Republican efforts to defund Planned Parent-
hood health centers. The Affordable Care Act ensures that women have
access to contraception in their health insurance plans. (Page 18) [Also
see pages 15 and 21.]

MARRIAGE ISSUES

We support marriage equality and support the movement to secure equal
treatment under law for same-sex couples. We also support the freedom of
churches and religious entities to decide how to administer marriage as a
religious sacrament without government interference. (Page 18)

We oppose discriminatory federal and state constitutional amendments
and other attempts to deny equal protection of the laws to committed
same-sex couples who seek the same respect and responsibilities as other
married couples. We support the full repeal of the so-called Defense of
Marriage Act and the passage of the Respect for Marriage Act. (Page 18)

TAXES (continued)

charities, and fraternal benevolent societiesin fostering be-

nevolence and patriotism, they should not be subject to taxa-

tion, and donations to them should continue to be tax deductible. In any
restructuring of federal taxation, to guard against hypertaxation of the
American people, any value added tax or national salestax must betied to
the smultaneousrepeal of the Sixteenth Amendment, which established the
federal incometax. (Pages2-3)

Extend the 2001 and 2003 tax relief packages-commonly known asthe
Bush tax cuts-pending reform of the tax code, to keep tax rates from rising
on income, interest, dividends, and capital gains. Reform the tax code by
reducing marginal tax rates by 20 percent across-the-board in arevenue-
neutral manner. Eliminate the taxes on interest, dividends, and capital
gains altogether for lower and middle-income taxpayers. End the Death
Tax. And repeal the Alternative Minimum Tax. (Page 2) [Also see pages
4,10, 17, 24, 25, 44 and 46.]

ABORTION ISSUES

Faithful to the“ self-evident” truths enshrined in the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, we assert the sanctity of human life and affirm that the unborn
child hasafundamental individual right to life which cannot beinfringed.
We support a human life amendment to the Constitution and endorse
legislation to make clear that the Fourteenth Amendment’s protections
apply to unborn children. We oppose using public revenues to promote or
perform abortion or fund organi zations which perform or advocate it and
will not fund or subsidize health care which includes abortion coverage.
We support the appointment of judges who respect traditional family
values and the sanctity of innocent human life. We oppose the non-consen-
sual withholding or withdrawal of care or treatment, including food and
water, from people with disabilities, including newborns, aswell asthe
elderly and infirm, just as we oppose active and passive euthanasiaand
assisted suicide. (Pages 13-14) [Also see pages 12, 33, 34, 36, 45, and 49.]

MARRIAGE |SSUES

A serious threat to our country’s constitutional order isan activist judi-
ciary, in which some judges usurp the powers reserved to other branches of
government. A blatant example has been the court-ordered redefinition of
marriage in several States. Thisis more than amatter of warring legal
concepts and ideals. It is an assault on the foundations of our society,
challenging theinstitution which, for thousands of yearsin virtually every
civilization, has been entrusted with the rearing of children and the trans-
mission of cultural values. Congressional Republicanstook theleadin
enacting the Defense of Marriage Act, affirming the right of States and the



MARRIAGE | SSUES (completed)

THE PATIENT PROTECTION AND AFFORDABLE CAREACT
or “OBAMACARE”

TheAffordable CareAct isending health insurance discrimination against
women, and provides women with free access to preventive care, including
prenatal screenings, mammograms, cervical cancer screening, breast-
feeding supports, and contraception. (Page 17)

We believe accessible, affordable, high quality health careis part of the
American promise, that Americans should have the security that comes
with good health care, and that no one should go broke because they get
sick. Asaresult of our efforts, today, young Americans entering the
workforce can stay on their parents' plans. Insurers can no longer refuse to
cover kidswith pre-existing medical conditions. Insurance companieswill
no longer be ableto arbitrarily cap and cancel coverage, or charge women
more simply because of their gender. People with private insurance are
getting preventive serviceslike cancer screenings, annual well-woman
visits, and FDA-approved contraception with no out-of-pocket costs.

We' ve established new Offices of Minority Health, and are helping state
Medicaid programs fund home and community-based services. (Page 3)

Soon, working familieswill finally have the security of knowing they
won't lose health care or be forced into bankruptcy if afamily member gets
sick or losestheir job. And soon, insurance companies will no longer be
ableto deny coverage based on pre-existing conditions. Medicaid will
cover more working families. Those who don't get insurance at work will
be able to shop in new exchanges and will be eligible for new tax credits.
Asaresult, al Americanswill have access to health care. (Page 4)

Democrats will continue to fight for a strong health care workforce with
an emphasison primary care. We remain committed to eliminating

MARRIAGE ISSUES (continued)

federal government not to recognize same-sex relationships
licensed in other jurisdictions. (Page 10)

Theinstitution of marriageisthe foundation of civil society. Its success
as an institution will determine our success as a nation. It has been proven
by both experience and endless social science studiesthat traditional
marriageisbest for children. Childrenraised inintact married familiesare
morelikely to attend college, are physically and emotionally healthier, are
lesslikely to use drugs or acohol, engagein crime, or get pregnant outside
of marriage. The success of marriage directly impacts the economic well-
being of individuals. Furthermore, the future of marriage affects freedom.
The lack of family formation not only leads to more government costs, but
also to more government control over the lives of its citizensin all aspects.
We recognize and honor the courageous efforts of those who bear the
many burdens of parenting alone, even aswe believe that marriage, the
union of one man and one woman must be upheld as the national standard,
agoal to stand for, encourage, and promote through laws governing
marriage. We embrace the principle that all Americans should be treated
with respect and dignity. (Page 31) [Also see pages 12, 25, and 43.]

THE PATIENT PROTECTION AND AFFORDABLE CAREACT
or “OBAMACARE”

The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act — Obamacare — was never
really about healthcare, though itsimpact upon the nation’s healthis
disastrous. From its start, it was about power, the expansion of govern-
ment control over one sixth of our economy, and resulted in an attack on
our Constitution, by requiring that U.S. citizens purchase health insurance.

We agree with the four dissenting justices of the Supreme Court: “In
our view theentire Act beforeusisinvalidinitsentirety.” It wasthe high-
water mark of an outdated liberalism, the latest attempt to impose upon
Americans a euro-style bureaucracy to manage all aspectsof their lives.

Obamacare has been struck down in the court of public opinionand is
falling by theweight of its own confusing, unworkable, budget-busting,
and conflicting provisions. It would tremendously expand Medicaid with-
out significant reform, leaving the States to assume unsustainable financial
burdens. If fully implemented, it could not function; and Republican victo-
riesin the November electionswill guaranteethat it is never implemented.
Congressional Republicans are committed to itsrepeal ; and a Republican
President, on thefirst day in office, will use hislegitimate waiver authority
under that law to halt its progress and then will signitsrepeal. Then the
American people, through the free market, can advance affordable and
responsible healthcare reform that meets the needs and concerns of pa-
tients and providers. Through Obamacare, the current Administration has
promoted the notion of abortion as healthcare. We, however, affirm the
dignity of women by protecting the sanctity of human life. Numerous
studies have shown that abortion endangers the health and well-being of
women, and we stand firmly against it. (Pages 32-33)



dispariTHE PATIENT PROTECTION AND AFFORD-
ABLE CAREACT or “OBAMACARE” (continued)

tiesin health and will continue to make sure families have access to mental
heal th and substance abuse services. We will strengthen Medicaid and
oppose efforts to block grant the program, slash its funding, and leave
millions more without health insurance. We will continueto invest in our
public health infrastructure—ensuring that we are able to respond to
emergencies and support community-based efforts to prevent disease. The
Recovery Act and the health reform law made historic investmentsin
Community Health Centers, and Democrats will continue to support these
valuableinstitutions. We Democrats haveincreased overall funding to
combat HIV/AIDSto record levels and will continue our nation’s fight
against HIV/AIDS. (Page 4) [Also see pages 5, 18, and 27.]

EDUCATION

Public education isone of our critical democratic institutions. We are
committed to ensuring that every child in America has accessto aworld-
class public education so we can out-educate the world and make sure
Americahasthe world’s highest proportion of college graduates by 2020.
This means we must close the achievement gap in America’s schools and
ensure that in every neighborhood in the country, children can benefit from
high-quality educational opportunities. (Page5)

President Obama and the Democrats are committed to working with
states and communities so they have the flexibility and resources they need
to improve elementary and secondary education in away that works best
for students. To that end, the President challenged and encouraged states
to raise their standards so students graduate ready for college or career
and can succeed in adynamic global economy. Forty-six states responded,
leading groundbreaking reformsthat will deliver better education to

THE PATIENT PROTECTION AND AFFORDABLE
CAREACT or “OBAMACARE” (continued)

Protecting Individual Conscience in Healthcare

No healthcare professional or organization should ever be required to
perform, provide for, withhold, or refer for amedical service against their
conscience. Thisisespecially true of the religious organizationswhich
deliver amgjor portion of America's healthcare, aservice rooted in the
charity of faith communities. We do not believe, however, that healthcare
providers should be allowed to withhold services because the healthcare
provider believesthe patient’slife is not worth living. We support the
ability of al organizationsto provide, purchase, or enroll in healthcare
coverage consistent with their religious, moral or ethical convictions
without discrimination or penalty. We likewise support the right of parents
to consent to medical treatment for their children, including mental health
treatment, drug treatment, and treatment involving pregnancy, contracep-
tives and abortion. We urge enactment of pending legidation that would require
parental consent to trangport girls across Sate lines for abortions. (Page 34)

Reducing Health Care Costs through Tort Reform

Frivolous medical malpractice lawsuits have ballooned the cost of
healthcare for the average American. Physiciansareincreasingly practicing
defensive medicine because of the looming threat of malpracticeliability.
Moreover, some medical practitioners are avoiding patients with complex
and high-risk medical problems because of the high costs of medical
mal practice lawsuits. Rural Americais hurt especially hard as obstetricians,
surgeons, and other healthcare providers are moving to urban settings or
retiring, causing asignificant healthcare workforce shortage and subse-
guently decreasing accessto care for all patients. We are committed to
aggressively pursuing tort reform legislation to help avoid the practice of
defensive medicine, to keep healthcare costs low, and improve healthcare
quality. (Page 35) [Also see pages 3, 11, 12, 13, 21, 22, and 23.]

EDUCATION

We support optionsfor learning, including home schooling and local
innovationslike single-sex classes, full-day school hours, and year-round
schools. School choice —whether through charter schools, open enroll-
ment requests, college lab schoals, virtual schools, career and technical
education programs, vouchers, or tax credits—isimportant for all children,
especialy for familieswith children trapped in failing school s. We support
the promotion of local career and technical educational programs and
entrepreneurial programs that have been supported by leadersin industry
and will retrain and retool the American workforce, which isthe best in the
world. (Page 36)

We support...therepeal of numerousfederal regulationswhich interfere
with State and local control of public schools. (Page 36)
The bulk of the federal money through Title | for low-income children and
through IDEA for disabled youngsters should follow the studentsto



EDUCATION (continued)

millions of American students. (Page 5)

The President haslaid out a plan to prevent more teacher layoffs while
attracting and rewarding great teachers. Thisincludes raising standards for
the programs that prepare our teachers, recognizing and rewarding good
teaching, and retaining good teachers. We also believein carefully crafted
evaluation systemsthat give struggling teachers a chance to succeed and
protect due process if another teacher has to be put in the classroom.
(Page 5) [Also see pages 6, 9, 16, 18, and 27.]

CRIME AND PUNISHMENT

President Obama and Democrats are fighting for new funding that will help
keep cops on the street and support our police, firefighters, and emergency
medical technicians. We support efforts to ensure our courageous police
officersand first responders are equipped with the best technol ogy, equip-
ment, and innovative strategies to prevent and fight crimes. (Page 19)

We understand the disproportionate effects of crime, violence, and incar-
ceration on communities of color and are committed to working with those
communitiesto find solutions. (Page 20)

Wewill continueto fight inequalitiesin our criminal justice system.
We believe that the death penalty must not be arbitrary. DNA testing
should be used in all appropriate circumstances, defendants should have
effective assistance of counsel, and the administration of justice should
be fair and impartial. That’s why we enacted the Fair Sentencing Act,
reducing racial disparitiesin sentencing for drug crimes. (Page 20) [Also
see pages 25 and 27.]

EDUCATION (continued)

whatever school they choose so that eligible pupils, through

open enrollment, can bring their share of the funding with them. The
Republican-founded D.C. Opportunity Scholarship Program should be
expanded as amodel for the rest of the country. We deplore the efforts by
Congressional Democrats and the current President to kill this successful
program for disadvantaged students in order to placate the leaders of the
teachers' unions. We support putting the needs of students before the
special interests of unionswhen approaching elementary and secondary
education reform. (Page 36)

Because parents are achild’sfirst teachers, we support family literacy
programs, which improve the reading, language, and life skills of both
parents and children from low-income families. To ensure that all students
have access to the mainstream of American life, we support the English
First approach and oppose divisive programsthat limit students' ability to
advance in American society. We renew our call for replacing “family
planning” programsfor teens with abstinence education which teaches
abstinence until marriage as the responsible and respected standard of
behavior. Abstinence from sexual activity isthe only protection that is 100
percent effective against out-of-wedlock pregnanciesand sexually-trans-
mitted diseasesincluding HIV/AIDS when transmitted sexually. Itis
effective, science-based, and empowersteensto achieve optimal health
outcomes and avoid risks of sexual activity. We oppose school -based
clinicsthat providereferrals, counseling, and related servicesfor abortion
and contraception. (Page 36)

Rigid tenure systems based on the “last in, first out” policy should be
replaced with a merit-based approach that can attract fresh talent and
dedication to the classroom. All personnel who interact with school chil-
dren should pass background checks and be held to the highest standards
of personal conduct. (Page 36) [Also see pages7, 12, 18, 35 and 37.]

CRIME AND PUNISHMENT

Liberalsdo not understand this simple axiom: criminals behind bars cannot
harm the general public. To that end, we support mandatory prison sen-
tencing for gang crimes, violent or sexual offenses against children, repeat
drug dealers, rape, robbery and murder. We support a national registry for
convicted child murderers. We oppose parole for dangerous or repeat
felons. Courts should have the option of imposing the death penalty in
capital murder cases. (Page 37)

While getting criminals off the street is essential, more attention must be
paid to the process of restoring those individuals to the community. Prisons
should do more than punish; they should attempt to rehabilitate and insti-
tute proven prisoner reentry systemsto reduce recidivism and future
victimization. We endorse State and local initiativesthat are trying new
approaches, often called accountability courts. (Pages 37-38)

Government at al levels should work with faith-based institutions that
have proven track recordsin diverting young and first time, non-violent



CRIME AND PUNISHMENT (completed)

ENVIRONMENT / ENERGY

Democrats are committed to protecting our naturd resources while cregting jobs,
preserving habitats, and ensuring that future generations can enjoy our nation’s
outdoor heritage. From investing in clean energy to protecting our arr, land, and
water, Democrats have made protecting the environment attop priority. (Page 20)

Weknow that globd climate changeisone of the biggest threets of thisgenera:
tion—an economic, environmenta, and nationd security catastrophein the mak-
ing. Weaffirmthescienceof climate change, commit to Sgnificantly reducing the
pollution that causes climate change, and know we haveto meet thischdlenge by
driving smart policiesthat lead to gregter growthin clean energy generation and
resultinarange of economic and socid benefits. (Page 20)

President Obama has been aleader on thisissue. We have devel oped
historic fuel efficiency standardsthat will limit greenhouse gasemissions
from our vehiclesfor thefirst timein history, made unprecedented invest-
mentsin clean energy, and proposed thefirst-ever carbon pollution limits
for new fossil-fuel-fired power plants. As we move towards lower carbon
emissions, we will continue to support smart, energy efficient manufactur-
ing. Democrats pledge to continue showing international leadership on
climate change, working toward an agreement to set emission limitsin
unison with other emerging powers. Democrats will continue pursuing
efforts to combat climate change at home as well, because reducing our
emissions domestically—through regulation and market solutions—is
necessary to continue being an international leader on thisissue. We
understand that global climate change may disproportionately affect the
poor, and we are committed to environmental justice. (Pages 20-21)

The national security threat from climate changeisreal, urgent, and
severe. That iswhy, in addition to undertaking measures to enhance energy
independence and promote efficiency, clean energy, and renewabl e sources
of power here at home, the President and the Democratic Party have
steadily worked to build an international framework to combat climate
change. We will seek to implement agreements and build on the progress
made during climate talks in Copenhagen, Cancun, and Durban, working
to ensure aresponse to climate change policy that draws upon decisive
action by all nations. The Obamaadministration hastaken aleadership role
in ongoing climate negotiations, working to ensure that other major econo-
mieslike Chinaand Indiacommit to taking meaningful action. (Page 25)
[Also see pages 7, 8, 11, 12, 15 and 27.]

CRIME AND PUNISHMENT (continued)

offendersfrom criminal careers, for which we salute them.

Their emphasis on restorative justice, to make the victim whole and put the
offender on the right path, can give law enforcement the flexibility it needs
in dealing with different levels of criminal behavior. We endorse State and
local initiatives that are trying new approaches to curbing drug abuse and
diverting first-time offenders to rehabilitation. (Page 38) [Also see pages
14, 26, 32, 39, 46 and 47.]

ENVIRONMENT / ENERGY

Coal isalow-cost and abundant energy source with hundreds of years of
supply. We look toward the private sector’s development of new, state-
of-the-art coal-fired plants that will be low-cost, environmentally respon-
sible, and efficient. We al so encourage research and devel opment of
advanced technologiesin this sector, including coal -to-liquid, coal gasifi-
cation, and related technologies for enhanced oil recovery. (Page 15)

The current Administration —with a President who publicly threatened
to bankrupt anyone who builds a coal-powered plant — seems determined
to shut down coal production in the United States, even though thereis
no cost-effective substitute for it or for the hundreds of thousands of jobs
that go with it asthe nation’s largest source of electricity generation.
Further, we oppose any and all cap and trade legislation. (Pages 15-16)

We support opening the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) for energy
exploration and devel opment and ending the current Administration’s
moratorium on permitting; opening the coastal plain of the Arctic Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) for exploration and production of oil and
natural gas; and allowing for more oil and natural gas exploration on
federally owned and controlled land. We support this development in
accordance with applicable environmental, health and safety laws, and
regulations. We are committed to approving the Keystone XL Pipeline
and to streamlining permitting for the development of other oil and
natural gas pipelines. (Page 16)

Congress should reconsider whether parts of the federal government’s
enormous landholdings and control of water in the West could be better
used for ranching, mining, or forestry through private ownership. Timber
isarenewable natural resource, which provides jobsto thousands of
Americans. All efforts should be made to make federal lands managed by
the U.S. Forest Service available for harvesting. The enduring truth is
that people best protect what they own. (Pagel8) [Also see pages 6,

13, 17, 19, 40, 47.]



AGRICULTURE

An agricultural economy built to last isintegral to the

affordability of our food, the independence of our energy supply, and the
security of America’ s middle class. Democrats support agriculture from
the small farms that feed the community to the large farms that feed the
world. (Page 15)

Democrats appreciate agriculture’srolein securing America’sfood
security and making our country an ambassador of food aid to countries
across the world. Democrats support a strong farm safety net, with in-
creased availability of crop insurance and emergency disaster assistanceto
help farmers and ranchers keep their farmsin business after natural disas-
ters and crop loss. Democrats are also planning for a strong agricultural
future, and President Obama has proposed increasing funding for research
and development to improve agricultural productivity and continue to
pursue global food security. (Page 16)

IMMIGRATION

Democrats are strongly committed to enacting comprehensive immigration
reform that supports our economic goals and reflects our values as both a
nation of laws and anation of immigrants. But Americans know that today,
our immigration system isbadly broken—separating families, undermining
honest employers and workers, burdening law enforcement, and leaving
millions of peopleworking and living in the shadows. (Page 13)

Democrats know thereis broad consensus to repair that system and
strengthen our economy, and that the country urgently needs comprehen-
siveimmigration reform that brings undocumented immigrants out of the
shadows and requires them to get right with the law, learn English, and pay
taxesin order to get on a path to earn citizenship. We need an immigration
reform that creates a system for allocating visas that meets our economic
needs, keeps families together, and enforces the law. (Page 13)

The Department of Homeland Security is prioritizing the deportation of
criminals who endanger our communities over the deportation of immi-
grants who do not pose a threat, such as children who came here through
no fault of their own and are pursuing an education. President Obama’'s
administration has streamlined the process of legal immigration for imme-
diaterelativesof U.S. citizens, supporting family reunification asapriority,
and has enhanced opportunitiesfor English-language learning and immi-
grant integration. When states sought to interfere with federal immigration
law by passing local measurestargeting immigrants, thisadministration
challenged them in court. (Page 13)

President Obama and the Democrats fought for the DREAM Act,
legislation ensuring that young people who want to contribute fully to our
society and serve our country are able to become legal residents and
ultimately citizens. The Obamaadministration provided temporary relief
for youth who came to the United States as children, through no fault of

AGRICULTURE

Uncertainty isthreatening the survival of our nation’sfarm-

ers. America’s growers and farmers are aging and much of America’'s
farmland will be passed to the next generation of farmerswith families.
Uncertaintiesin estate and capital gainstax laws threaten the survival of
multigenerational family farms. The proposalsfor tax reforms contained
elsewherein this document will make certain that family farmswill not be
lost. (Page 17)

Agricultural producers and the jobs they generate throughout the entire
food chain must confront volatility in both the weather and the markets.
We support farm programs that enable them to manage the extraordinary
risk they meet in thefields every year. These programs should be as cost-
effective asthey arefunctional, offering risk management toolsthat im-
prove producers’ ability to operate when times are tough. (Page 17)

Programs like the Direct Payment program should end in favor of those,
like crop insurance, that help manage risk and are counter-cyclical in
nature. (Page 17) [Also see pages 15 and 18.]

IMMIGRATION

The greatest asset of the American economy is the American worker. Just
asimmigrant labor helped build our country in the past, today’s legal
immigrants are making vital contributionsin every aspect of our national
life. Their industry and commitment to American val ues strengthens our
economy, enriches our culture, and enables us to better understand and
more effectively compete with the rest of the world. Illegal immigration
undermines those benefits and affects U.S. workers. In an age of terror-
ism, drug cartels, human trafficking, and criminal gangs, the presence of
millions of unidentified personsin this country poses grave risksto the
safety and the sovereignty of the United States. Our highest priority,
therefore, isto secure the rule of law both at our borders and at ports of
entry. (Page 25)

We oppose any form of amnesty for those who, by intentionally violat-
ing the law, disadvantage those who have obeyed it. Granting amnesty
only rewards and encourages more law breaking. We support the manda-
tory use of the Systematic Alien Verification for Entitlements (S.A.V.E.)
program — an internet-based system that verifies the lawful presence of
applicants — prior to the granting of any State or federal government
entitlements or IRS refunds. We insist upon enforcement at the work-
place through verification systems so that jobs can be availableto all
legal workers. Use of the E-verify program must be made mandatory
nationwide. (Pages 25-26) [Also see pages 7, 11 and 12.]



IMMIGRATION (continued)

their own, grew up as Americans and are poised to make areal
contribution to our country. (Page 13)

President Obama and the Democratic Party stand for comprehensive
immigration reform that intelligently prioritizes our country’s security and
economic needs, while Mitt Romney and the Republicans have opposed
common sense reforms and pandered to the far right. (Page 14)

TheAdministration has said that theword ‘ family’ inimmigration
includesLGBT relationshipsin order to protect bi-national familiesthreat-
ened with deportation. (Page 17)

IMMIGRATION (completed)



