SAUDIARABIA

hSA, ITALY
SHAHRE VISION
FOR FUTURE,
SAYS LOMBARDY
PRESIDENT
ATTILIO FONTANA
Page 5

THURSDAY, Seplember 189, 20524

Rabi Al-Awwal 16, 14446
www.arabnews.com

SPORT
MMA STAR
AL-SELAWE

IN RIYADII

TARES ON OMAR
I‘-II |_].}."I..I' ]:L'.'.‘I‘l 11

TOMORROW

SHO

N

as

'-

OPINION
BRICS GREAT

IN RIYADH

Page 10

The Voice of a Changing Region

.-r'1."’l. i_":. |_|”"'-|I!_'|-|_ .r

Crown prince: No
of Israel without Palestinian state

Saudi Arabia strongly

Arab Mews 5 anr

Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman
on YWednesday said the
hingdom would not
recognlze Israel withonat
a Palestinian state during
an address to the Shoura
Council.

He also strongly condemned the
“crimes of the Isracli occcupation”
against the Palestinian people,
“The Ringchom will not stop
its= tircless work toward the
establishment of an indepen
dent Palestinian state with East
Jerusalem as its capital, and we

affirm Chat the Fogckorm will not
establish diplomatic relations
with Israel without that” the
Croswn prince sapd

He thanked “couniries that
recognized the Palestinian state
in embodiment of intermational
legitimacy,” and wrged other
couniries who had not dope so
to “take similar steps.”

The EKingdom seekhs  to
enhance regional and interna-
Honal securllty amnd peace by
making efforts o feach palitical
solutions to the crises in Yemen,
Saclan, Libya, and Ukradne, the
crown prince sad.

Turning o the Rngdom's
domestic situation, the crown
prince said that any achieve-
ment made through Saud] Vision
20530% comprehensive umbeella
of varous paths 5 an eleva-
Hon for the nation, a benefit for
the citizen, and immunity from
Auctuations amd chanpes for
future generations.
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HANDICRAFTS YEAR

The Culture Mini=try has
declared 2025 as the "Year of
Hanilicrafis) recopnizing the

euktural aned artistic skenificance of

this traditton i Saudi sockety, PE

~ FILIPINO EXPATS

The Philippines has resumed
sencing workers Lo Ruwail, with
new prolections in place (o secune

their nghts and welfarc. P8

"CHARGING POINTS

Saudi Arabia's EV ecosvsiem
requires charging stations every
[OH0 ke adong highways
o suppart 1S growth, P

Crawn Prifice Mohammad Bin
Salman thanked cauntries that

recognized tha Paleatiniun
state and urged othor countries

wiho had not done 80 o
‘tnike similar steps.” 54

condemns crimes of Israeli occupation’ against

“We are proceeding  with
ophimism - and  confidence  in
continuing the journcy o
achieve our targets, according to
a comprehensive and Integrated
:L;r]1|'-e1:||'|'|

haset] om  careful

HOUTHI
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recognltlon

peview and priontiEaion” the
CIOW N prince said

He added that while the
Kingdom moves forward “on
the paths of modemization and

diversity,” the country is keen

POWERS GATHER

By Dr. Abdel Aziz Aluwalsheg
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"alestinian people

Ly proelesc] Bls il:h'n[:[].' :|:|||| S LT
"which ame an extension of the
pourney of our grandfathers and
fathers”

Related reports ©

MONOPOLY ENDS

SincE 1975

WALRKRIE-TALRKIES

IH Lilled,
450 hurt in
Z2ndwave
of blasts in
Lebanon

Maojla Houssard Seanut

Al least 14 people were Killed
and 450 wounded by exploding
elecironic devices in multiple
reglons of Lebanon,

The explosions came a cay
after an apparent Isracli atiack
fargeting  pagers used by
Hezhollah members Eilled at leasd
12 and wounded nearly 3,000,

Reports said walkie-talkies
and even solar equipment were
targeted a day after hundreds of
pagers bew up

Lebanon's official news agency
reported that solar energy
svatems  exploded in homes
in &several areas of Bairui and
scitivern Lebanon, wounding al
feasti onc gl

Wisdnesday's hlasts caused fires,
myunes and a state of hysiera
bercanse some of the devices
were being carricd by security
personnel during the funeral
peremonies for the victims of the
pager cxplosions on Tuescay,

Ambulances mushed cvery-
where, amd Hezbollah
supporters went out on motor-
cvcles searching for victims after
abandoning all their communi
cation devices.

The Lebanese Army Command
asked citizens “not to gather
in places witnessing  security
incidents to make way for the
arrival of medical teams”

The Axios website reported
thad = Tsrme] biew |_||:-1|1|r1:5-::||1|_|_.'-: il
wireless commumication devices
used by Hezbollah elements ina
secandd wave

Spotlight

Musk’s Starlink launches satellite internet in Yemen

People welcome move saying high-s

Soead Al-Batatl 41- Mukola

Elon Musk said that his Starfink
satellite intermet provider will
begin offering services in Yemen,
elciting
the war-lorm country, where the
miemel penetration rate = very
b,

In a posi on his social
media platform, Musk said on
that the Starlink
intermet 5 now  accessible In
Yemen, sharing o post from the
company Lthat depicted Yemen in

enihusiaine reaciions in

Wednesday

blue on its availability map as the
sode Middle Eastern country in
which the company will provide
its services,

Yermen's internationally recog-
1Fead FOAETTInEn anaoinded
earlyer this month that the Sarfink
sitelle mbermed  would  be
officially launched in the coumiry
after the government sigmed a deal
with the company, putting an emd
tex e Houthi militia’s Jongstanding
monopoly on Yemen's telooom-
munications sector,

The Houthas, who mliardy

SPEEDREAD

The US Embassy in Yamen
:nnErn!:uIa.‘I:El:I Yemenis on the

start of the Starink service,

took power in Yemen a decade
a=n, have taken
state-run  landiine and  mokbidle

providers, which penerate
billicns of Yemend rivals in
PN :':l-:_'|!| Yearl

Yemems, who have |long

complaimed aboul poor interned
aceess, reacted  positively  to
starlinks announcement.
Akram Saleh, a Yemend
journalist, said that Starlink's
services will reach isolated and
rermole areas o Yermen, I:|||'-|':|r|;
Yemen: miermel  companies

cantrod  of

peed service will result in social, economic transformation

o improve their services and
bower their prices. He said that
hizh-specd mtermet access In
Yemen would result in social and
eODNGNC transformation.
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The land and sea destinations of the
saedl Winter program this yvear will
include diverse and unlgue tourist
activities to explore Saudi Arabia.

Anmead Al-Khatesh
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Phahran
National Day

On Sauch Natlonal Day, bring
vour Kids to the [thra Library,
where they can watch a capli
vating play andd learn about the
hig and little things that make
ups the Bingclom, Visit the Ithira
app for more details,

Artworkshop

Artist Randa will host a color-
potring workshop for children
on Sepl, 20, Register throwgeh
@upgrade.sa on Instagram,

Taif
Rural getaway

Mestled hizh in the Shafa
mountains, Mishaal Farm
affers a variety of attractions,
including a stabde with horses
andl shops selling honey and
roses. Spend a day in the cot-
tagoes, o horseback riding,
anl feed the animals. Check
the Hala Yalla app for more
informatiomn.

[ heRegister

THE FICTURES THAT

nudi Foreign Mmister Prinoe
Faisal bin Farhan headed the
ministerial committes delegation
ol the Jaint Arab Eslamile Extraor-
clinary Summil which on Wednesday dis-
cussed developmenits in the Gaza Strp,

MARK THE DAY

- I [ | llllll
Held in Amman, Jordan, the meeting
reviewed efforts to support the
recognition of the Palestinian state
andd the urgent need to implement the
two-state solution in accordance with
the Arab Peace Intfiative,

[t was attended by Jordanian Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign
AfTairs and Expatriates Avman Safadi,
aned Prims Mindster and ForeigEn
Minister of Palestine Mohiammed
Mustafa, along with other officials

I i‘ f! (1l i# ""-Trﬂnd ll]g Todays fof topics explained by Afshan Aziz

BACH

him-Ye Rids

T SCHOOL

The Rardashian-West clan
ks offickally back in the

schoalvard, Kim Earndashian

a shamed adorable phodos

of thedr four children — North, Saimt,
Chicago and Psalm — as they went to
sehood on Sept. 17.

North, 11, and 'I'_’|||-i':|;-:i-_l!3..'-:| Haptesd cEas-
gic: schood uniforms with navy poos and
pakd kiles, while Saint, B, roched a gray
giprup hoodle over his shirt and shors

BACK

ayvn Malik

Zavn Malik made a surprise
appearanee on The Tondghi
show Starring Fimomny Fal-
bom for the second tme in
just six months, once again stealing the
spotlight wiath a special announcement.,

Alter a period of relative slence from
the former One Direction star,
Aalils returned to hjack Fal-
lon's monolosue, this time to
reveal his upcoming
s 0n LT,

This is aptly named the
“Slairway fo the Sky Tour,”
which will take him
across the US and UK
this autumn.

Malik made a slick
entrance, surpris-
inge the adience
by EmMeTEing

ON TOUR

with a note that read: "] am going on
my first ever solo tour this Avtumn.”
It marks Malik's first zince departing
Fraam One Direction,

Fallon, relieved by the positive recep
ton, humaorously noted that Malik hadd
affectionately referred to him
A% “male,”

The dynamic between Malik and
Fallon has become increasingly
natable, with the singer using the
talk show as his platform for major
announcemenis
Dunng his previoas appsear-
ance, Malik had similarly
bk over Lhe show Lo

simgle.

Fans expressed their
enthusiasm on X.
arTnvyal (6 posted;

announde his comehacks

Todaqys
Number

0.5m

Madinah, with 6.5 mdllion palm
trees and an annual production
of 263,000 tonnes, 15 central
to Sauch Arabia’s food secunity
enals and Vision 2030, The Ma-
dinah Dates Season, organized
by the Ministry of Environment,
Water, and Agrculiure, Features
awctions of harvests from more
than 28,000 farms, showcasing
a range of date varieties,

WhosWho

D Adel Ezzat

r Adel Exzat is the CED

of Elaf Group. Since

falsing wpr Uie robe, e

has guicked the organi-
zafion’s operations and strategic
initkatives

His extensive cxpenicnoe has
bsren instrumental in contrib
uting to Saudi Vision 2030%
eriils for economic diversifes-
tion, expanding the hospatality
seector, and growth in traved and
fourism.

Under his besadership, Elaf
Group, which operates nine
hatels and manages 3,377 rooms,
has recorded booking more than
1 ko rosommn nighis anneally.

Belore his tenure with Elad
Grroup, Ezxzat held variouws
senior positions acnoss different
incfustrics.

He served as the president and
chairman of the Saudl Arabian
Fosstball Federation, a mobe in
which he demonstrated his
leadership and commitment o
enhancing the sports seclor

His professional jourmey
includes high-level roles such
as CED of Saedt Paper Grodip:
managing cirector of Hyundal

Riyadh Psalm, 5, was ready for a doy of earminge [rom bedundd the “He has been away ancl Genests at Mohameesd Yousul
Concert im a bright red polo and khaks shorts. curtains, as Fallon for sometime, good o Naghi Motors Hyvundar; and

Singer Fava Younan will be per-
forming at the Yocally Theatre
[rom Sepl. 18921, Visat nyadh,
platinumlist.net for ickets and
other details.

1ieRegion

All the kids chose to complete their out-
fits with white crew sochks and snstkers,
Kim summed up the back-1o-school
vibe wilh the capdion: “Schosal dage
are upon us" But it was the children’s
prowith that truly stole the show,

enthusiastically

declared: “This

15 gownna be one of

o el shoas"
He casually handed

Fallomn a colles along

see him again.”
wsun T ime 2502
peested]: “Finally bud
whal clo you mean only
1S andd UK what absoud
Lho= Fest of the waorld,”

Arab Mews J=ddoh

Jordan is a rave experience ane
cark atterd wilh frderds and Tam-

Maonot, Beirat, Lebanon. Held ev-

managing director of Tovoia at
Abdul Latif Fameel Groug,

These positbons allowed hilm to
showrase his experiise m opeeri-
tions, marketing managemeni
ancl organizational groawth,

Prayer Times in Saudi Arabia

ey Thursday amd Saturckay, Mrom

® Pratesk KRuhad, an Indian ik, It wall be: heldd at the Culiure 0 puim. o macknizghi until Dec. 21, Bopt 19 Fojf  Sumfiss  Dhuhr Asr  Maghrob lshin
Thve Midhelbe Fast Rovnelup singer and songwriter, iscoming  Village, Litthe Petra, Albaida, Petrn More details on lebtivity.com. Makchah 487 BO8 1296 .41 B23 753
b Dubai. The show will take place  Ciity, on Friday, Sept. 200 For morne
on Friday, Sept. 20, at Zabeel Hall  details visit calendar jo & Egvplian music star Angham Madinah 4:51 &08 1217 44 B4 To4
:1 by Dl 'l."|-||r.||| Tracle 1':||I|.1'. | | wiill |r|.'l'1||-|'r|3.'|l i.':|.|'|||||.1||||.| Wikl Riyadh 499 5.0 h4n 348 EES T
FrcRets ame® avadlable on dukxai ® Engoy Ttalian food and bve Badurain on Sepl, 20, singang: hat
platinumbist.net. music by Lebanese singer Johnny songEs and taking the audience on Abha andd 2ob k205 % o e b rad
Aoasad, who will perform twice a a journey of emoticns. For tickets Sono &0 EAE . 303 £ 43 + 13

@ The Petra Music Festmal i

wieel al Gia La Cucana o’ Amone,

s other details, vist calendar. b
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There is no doubt that Tuesday's
attack ks a watershed moment in this
conflict that has been raging,
Firas Maksad

Gonl Telow o e PSS Eadl ine1Nula

donathan Gornall L ondon

AL 3:30 p.m. local time on
Tuesday, an estimated

S, 0HM) pagers carried

by Hezbollah members
exploded simultaneously,
killing at least 12 people
and injuring thousands
more across Lebanon

and parts of Syria.

On Wednesday  afternoon,
[Lirther blasis were  Peporied
across  Lebamon, this  time
reporfedly invodving hand-held
radios, causing at leasi three
further fatalities.

[srael has nod claimed respon-
sibility [or the attack, which is
thought to be the handiwork of
its foreign intelligence agency
AMossad.

The opportunity (o use pagers
as an offensive weapon arose
in February when Hezhollah
Nasrallah
wiarned members o stop using
cell phones, which are easily
bugged and traced.

According to a senior Lebhanese
geciirity source quoded by The
Times of Israel, Hegbollah then
ordered 5000 pagers. which
were imporied into Lebanon
earlier this vear

Initial speculation was that
[sracl had somehow infected
the pagers with code designed
[0 cause  Hthlam
imside them to overheat and
explode, However, it has since
emerged that the pagers used
AAA batteries.

leii ek Hassan

biai ter hies

Respilis, i her synchro-
e detonations, Appiar-
ently trigeered by Incoming

MR pes, SUERER] the [HREEETS
hadl all been fitted with a small
amount of explosive and a minia-
ture detonator,

On  Tuesday, a Lebanese
fold Reuters:
“Mossad injected a hoard inskde
of the device that has explo=ive
material that receives a code. It's
very hard to detect it through
any means, even with any device
O SCanner,”

On Wednesday, Gold Apollo,
the Talwanese Arm  whose
brand mame was found on the
pagers, denwed mvolvement,
saying the AR-924 models had
been made under license by a
Budapest-hased company, BAC
Consuting RFT,

BAC s website affhine
on Wednesday and the profle
of its owner was deleted fram
LinkedIn. & is, however,
unlikely that any genoine
company would knowingly take
part in such an operation. This
has provoked some speculation
that BAC maght have been a front
for Israeli intelligence.

A mare likely scenario is that
the batch of pagers ordered
by Hezbollah was [ntercepted
en foute to Lebanon by Israch
agents,

“The use of pagers bears the
hallmark of Isracl weaponizing

RECLHTHY SOURce

Wil

Twelye died and

thousands wore
injured, meln,

whan the pagers

arploded, right
and inast, ralsbng

the prospect
aff all=cut war,

bottorm.
Fauterss AR HY

B3O rmMads

digital technology to achieve
palitical Thrahim
Al-Marashi, associate professor
in the Department of History at
California State University San
Marcos, told Arab News,

Israel has “form”™ i
witrfare, In 200, “a coxde known
a5 Stuxnet, snuck info a USH
drive, caused lranian centri-
fuges o accelerate to the point
that they destroved themselves,”

In 1996, Hamas bombmaker
Yahyva Ayyash was Killed when
explosives hidden inside his cell
phone were triggered remodely
by Israc]i apenis.

"The advantage of the most
receni attack In Lebanon (s
that it allows Israel to sirike
from a distance while claiming

ercls,”

sl
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THE MIDDLE EAST, BETTER EXPLAINED

ARADB
NEWS

MIDDLE EAST

Casualties of remote wartare

Jager and walkie-talkie blasts targeting Hezbollah across Lebanon raise questions, stoke regional tensions

. LF 2

oy =
L
L o ol

plausible deniability, avolding
a US rebuke at a ime when
Washington has pressored
[sracli Prime Minister Benjamin
Metamyahu mnot  to strike
Hezhollah,” said Al-Marashi

Bui  the pager  attack, he
wiarmsl, could lead to a
dangerous cscalation.

"Hezbollah does have the
ability to weaponize the digital
i reftaliation, alsing the possk-
hility that violent non-state
actors might even pursae artifi-
clal  Intelligence o
against their adversaries.”

The timing of the attack sends
the most worrving signal.

The day after Hamas
attacked Israel on Oct. 7. its ally
Hezbollah began firing missiles

restaliale

HOW DID THOUSANDS OF
HEZBOLLAH PAGERS EXPLODLE

¢ Talwan's Gold Apallo
claims AR-924 pagers
were made in Hungary
by BAC Consulting KFT.

@ Initial theory they ware
hacked to overheat,

# Pagers intercepted and tampered with during transit,

¢ Explosives hidden inside pagers alongaide batterias.

* Remotely triggered by a coded message.

ARE MOBILE PHONES
VULMERABLE TOO?

» Only thess specific
Gold Apollo AR-324
Pagers wens t.qrgu'l:-u-l:l.

® Mo indication other
communication devices

pose a danger to users,

into northern Israel — a near-
claily bombardment that has
increased  steadily in  inten-
gity, forcing the evacuation of
fthousamds of Israelis rom the
Brarder region.

After a mecting of its Sccurity
Cabinet on Monday night, barely
12 hours before the pagers were
detonated, Netanyahu's office
announced that “the Security
Cabinet has updated the objec-
tves of the war 0 include
the [ollowing Returning the
residonts of the north securely
to their homes. Israel will
continue to act to implement
thiz shjective.”

Al the same Llime, feports
sugpested Netanyvahua was on
the brink of buckling to the
extremist clements in his Calbaned

WHO STILL USES PAGERS?

» Widely used in the
healthcare Industry.

» Function with poor
celiular coverage and
have long battery life,

by sacking his Delfense Minister
Yoav Gallant, who has criticized
him for having no postwar plan
foar Craza, and replacing him with
Gideon Saar, leader of the New
Hope — The United Right party,

On Wednesday, the day after
the pager attack, media reports
citing  anonymous US  and
Isracli officials sugpested it had
been planned originally as "an
opening blow in an all-out war
against Hezbollah,”

According o The Times of

Israel, a Hezbollah operative
“"had come to suspect the devices
had been tampered with.,” He
wik killed hefore he could aler
fiks supeniors, bul the decision
wils taken to detonate the pagers
before the plot was uncovered.
The gquestion now 15 whether

Larael ks poised to follow up the
pager attack, perhaps as was
planned, with an all-out assaull
gEainst Hezbollah in Lebanon,

"We have been tectering on
the brink of a wider war for
many months now,”™ Sanam
Valkil, director of ithe Middle
East and North Africa program
al the Lomndon-based Roval
United Services Institute, told
Arah News,

"Hezbhollah amd Iran have
made it clear they don't wani
this broader conflict to erupt,
bl I=rael canmol end the wai
in Gaza withoul addressing the
security crisis on its northern
borders with Iran, Lebanon
and Syria.

“In orker o e
security imbalance, which puts
at risk the safety of the broader
population but also that of those
displaced simnce the war began,
Israel 1= trving to target and
degrade the ‘Axis of Resistance”
i stave off further threats”
she sabd, referving 1o the loase
network of ITranian  proxies
throughowt the region

“But this stratcgy coald
certainly push the groups and
Tran o respomd and eventu-
:|_||]. diaw 1n regional states anc
above all the US."

Mokt I=sraclis, =zakl Daniel
Sewlemann, an  Israell  lawsver
and founder of the nongovern-
mental organization Terrestrial
Jerusalem, “will tell you that
war with Hezbollah is inevi
l.:-||::-||'. il a |.'|1;;-|_' PETCE Rl e Sy
"ot now

“The prioritics for many are o
ceasefire in Gaza, release of the
hostages and dialing down the
tlension in Lebamon. Hezhallah
can wait,” he told Arab Mews,

“Hezhodlah, actively backed
by Iran, 1% a much greater thirea
to Isracl than Hamas and the
general percepiion is that there
will eventually be a war with
Hezhollah, but Israclis know
thiz will be much different than
what we have wilnessed in the
past. It would mean years of war
and vast devastation.

“But Metanyahu has a vested
interesl in the perpetuation of
the war, which would be good
for Metanyahu but intolerable
for Israel.”

What happens mext, adcked
Sewlemann, 15 nof only an
Israeli decision. Will the US
provide the munitions and the
rest of the world the legitimiza
Rlckn o pirsiee a protmacted war
in Lebanon?

“The bottom line is that right
oy, any thing can happen”

el pess
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K Srelief delivers 25 ambulances

lo Ukrainian Health Ministry

—
-

- eomm—

saudi ald agency, KSrelief, has supplied 25 ambulances to the Ukrainian Ministry of Health, The delivers 3FA
15 part of a larger commitment of 125 vehicles aimed at supporting the country'’s healthcare system., They

will be handed over in Poland ready to travel over the border. The ambulances were delivered to the

Ukrainian authorities by the director of Ksreliel™s health and environmental aid department, Dr, Abduliah
Al-Muallem. The initiative forms part of Saudi Arabia’s ongoing humanitarian and reliel eflorts, Medical

and shelter supplies, along with electrical devices and generators, were also delivered by 21 aireraft.

Armb Mews Joodah

The Ministry of

Culture has annonneed
20025 as the “Year of
Handicrafis,” recognizing
the cultural and artistic
significance ol this
tradition in Saudi society.

The mmtiative, approved by the
Cabinct, will oclebrate Sauwdi
artisans’ creativity and showcase
their talents ghobally,

Minister of Culiure Prince
Hadr bin Abdullah hin Farkan
expressed  appreciation  for
the Cabinels decision and
emphasized the importance of

NATIONAL IDENTITY

2025 named Year of

Handicrafts to showcase
Saudi artisan talents

Ministry of Culture aims to elevate traditional crafts
and empower artisans through national celebration

preserving and promoting Saudi
cilltural heritage.

Prince Badr said: "At the
Minisiry of Culture, we work
to instill pride in the national
identity and all the tangible and
intangible cultural clements
associated with it.

“This 1= one of the goals of the
Natkonal Cultural Strategy under
the umbrella of Sau Vision
2030, which places national
identity and Saudi  culiure
armong its armbitiows objectives”

The *Year of Handicrafts" will
serve as a platform to honor this
esseftial component of national
iclentity, celebrating its cultural
and artestic value,

HIGHLIGHT

The ‘Year of Handicrafts® in
20256 promises to celebrate
the artistry and heritage
that form the core of Sawdi
identity, ensuring that this

invalunble legacy is preserved
and shared globally.

Prince Badr added: “Saudi
handicrafts reflect the creativity
of Saudi sockety  through
weaving,  handmade artifacts
and artistic innovations passed
dowm through generations.

“Among  these are  pollery,
tracitional clothing, ceramic

utensils, leatherwork, copper-
work, tailoring, dyeing, black-
smithing, zold and jewelry
crafting, and other handmade
creations by Saudi artisans”

The Ministry of Culture wani=to
clevate Saudi handicrafts locally
and imternatiomally, empowering
artizans and boosting thelr conir-
bation to the econommy,

This will be achoeved through
events organized with pariners
to highlight the cultural, histor-
cal andd economic importance of
handicrafts.

since 2020, the ministry has
celebrated an annual “caliural
vear™ 1o honor key elements of
Savwedl culture,

ENVIRONMENTAL GROWTH

Environment Fund partners with ROSHN
lo drive sustainable building innovation

Arab Mews Ryadh

Saudi Arabia’s  Environment
Fund on Wednesday signed
an agreement with the Public
Investment Fund-ownesd devel-
oper ROSHN to stimubate invest-
ment and boost research mto
sustainable building practices.
The Moll focuses on explornng

gistalnability LI baeklding
chesigns, improving  standards,
amd  introducing Incentives
to encourage  envircnmental
development practices. It also
budlds wpon the relatlonship
between both parties, working
toward the common goal of
achieving sustainability.
ROSHN signed another Moll

with the Natienal Center [lor
Vegelation Cover, pledging
to work ftogether o ncreasc
vegetation cover amnd combat
dlesertification.

Thee agrecments were sigmed on
the sadelines of the apening of the
ROSHN Green Instiative Center
in Rivisdh, The center will have
a tree nursery that will produce

grecnery for ROSHN commiini-
fies and surrounding areas,

The center will also have an
ecducational hub that will be
open o the puablic, offering
INTEraciive ]I‘H:I'I:II:I'l;.'_ wESH 0TS
for members of the public
and organizattons  nterested
in supporting the Kingdom's
sistainabihty programs,

Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

Expertise exchange

Samdi, US officials
discuss nonprofit
sector regulation

A delegation from Sawdi
Arhia's Mathanal Center for

the Nonprofit Sector recenily
visited the US Intermnal Revenue
Service In Washington, DC.

Thee visit featursd workshoqas

and discussions on governance,
legislation and nonproft sector

regulation, facilitating an
eRchange of expertise,

The Sauch delegation, kel
by Yahya Almosteh, vice
president of kegal affairs at the
center, met with 1RS Global
Dperations executive directon
Mary Hammoasd o her [eam.

Eey topics included THS
el practicoes in nonprodst
regulation, ax exemption and

comHiance. AN Riyadh

Weather warning

Aunthorities vwarn
ofthunderstorms
until Sunday

The General [Hrectorate of
Civil Defense has warned of
Lhiinclerstorms acrass Lhe
Ringdom until Sanday as the
COURLEY EXPeremces cooder
auturmn wealher.

The authorities urged people
to avodd areas susceptible to
Rooding, nod swim in open
wilter, amd follow instructions
issued through social media,

Moderate to heavy rain is
expected in the Makkah region,
potentially cansing dommypotirs,
hall, and strome winds.

At horities also Torecasd stmilar
concithons for Baha, Asir,

anel Tazan, while Najran and
Madinah may experence light
to moderate rain. SPA Riyadh

1he Days =
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KERFELIEF LARGEST COMFPLETED AND
DRLUMNG PROGECTS N 102 COUNTRIES
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DiplomaticQuarter

EMBAEZEEY ACTIVITIES

Misican efvay Anibal Goemer Talaeda eald that Septembar b
a madith of celabration for bath natlons, AN ohotosLoal E-Relawl

Riyadh

Mexican Embassy celebrates
Independence Day in Riyadh

Mexican Ambassador to Saudi
Arabia Anibal Gomez Toledo
ho=ied a vibrant celebration
at the Diplomatic Quarier
in Rivadh to commemarate
Mexicn’s Independence Day,

The ambassaclor noted
that September is a month of
celebration for both nations.

He mentioned that National
Day on Sepl. 16 s meaningtul
for both Mexico and Saudh
Arabia, as the two countrics
established bilateral relations
on Sept, 12, 1952, and Saudi
Arabia celebrates its National
Dray on Sept. 23

Crupests poined the
ambassador in waving Nags
and chanting *Viva Mexico,”
colehrating the nation’s
freedom and prosperity.

“Sadis are very generos,
welcoming, amd warm., We
feel] this warmth from the
Sandi people toward us
Aexicans and Mexlon,

“I have been here for

almost five years, and 1 feel an
emaotional connection when

| am with a Saudi. We are not
only friends but brothers .

[ don't know i we share the
same DNA or something lke
that,” he said jokingly

The ambassador
highlighted the growing
relatlonship between the
Pwo countries, noting their
strengthened political and
hilateral dialogues.

Trade and tourism were
key areas of [ocus, with
bilateral trade surpassing
51 billion, up from less than
300 million five to 5ix years
agr, Todedo hopes to double
or triple this hgire,

He al=o mentoned the
embassy's recent Mol?
between King Fahd University
And Mexiweo's Instituto
Politécnico Nacional, offering
scholarships for Mexicans
to parrsie gracuate studies

ik Sauci Arabaa,
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LOOKING AHEAD

Kingdom and Italy share vision for future

The two countries can work together, says Lombardy President Attilio Fontana

Lama Alhsmaw] Fiyaon

Italy and Saudi Arabia
share similar visions for
the future, according

to the president of the
Lombardy region.

Attilio Fontana and his delega-
hon expressed confidence i the
potential for stronger coopera-
Hon during their visit o Sawdi
Arabda on Tuesday.

They aimed 10 explore new
opporiumniies with Sauds officials
and engage with lalian compa-
nies at the Interior Design and
Furndiure Exhibition in Rivadh
on Tuesday.

“1 believe that between ltaly
and Sandi Arabda, lis possihle
o work very heavily together,
And ] think that we can engage,”
Fontana told Arab News,

“The important thing ... in Italy
and in Saudi Arabia, is a view of
the future, a vision of the future
that is very similar. So, on this
ohject, we can work together.”

Highlighting the significance
of [talian partecipation al the
exhibition in Rivadh, Fontana
sdic: "You know, [ believe that
it’s very important for our entre-
preneurs o know this merchant
(Sauci Arabia} and o have the
possibility o come here and to
cxport because your country is
very similar to our region”

Ambassador of Italy to Sawdi
Arabia Carlo Baldooot  alkso
attended the exhibition.

“Ialy 15 the second (langest)
number of exposures in the Arm.,
which means that there is a huge
potentiality for stronger collabs-
ratlon” he saldl “Tt looks very
interesting and very promising: a
lot of new companies are COImMIng
from Italy™

"A big proup of companies was
also present last vear in the past
eclitions and the fact that Ttalins
are increasing  their numbers

I believe that between
Iialy and Saudi Arabia,

it's possible to work very
heavily together.

Attillo Fontana
Lomborty Froakdert

meeans it s very sipnificant to us”
the ambassador said,

Baldoeri underlined the impor
tance of Fontana's visit to Riyadh
for Saeki-Ttallan cooperation: “1i
15 very important; Lombardia is
a madel, a signihcant moded akso
for Ttaly amnd Enrope.

"We  can  establish  strong
collaboration in many  felds,
bilateral on bath sides, so there
would be advantages for the
Ftalian side and Sandi shde; its a
win-win situation.”

Asked  aboul  sectors Tor

Lombardy President Attllio Foritana met with Bandar Alkhorayef, Saud|
minister for industry and minsral resources, on Wednesday. X/ tahyns 58

HIGHLIGHTS

& Attilio Fontana and his
delegation visited the Interior
Design and Fumniture Exhibition
im Riyadh on Tuesday,

® The INDEX

exhibition foousing on interior
design features more than 78
falian companies.

@ Fontana will hold multiple
sideline meetings with Saudi
officials in culture, fashion,
technology and innovation
during the visit to the Kingdaom.

growing partnerships bebtween
saudi Arabia and Italy, he said:
“1 see many arees of technology,
from high technodogy (o Gshion,
design, automodive.

“Un the cultural feld, there
i5 a hishway of collaboration
between Lombardia in Ialy and
Saudi Arahia, and in many other
sectors ton,” he said

The president of Lombardia
ancd the ambassador of Naly
toredd the exhibibion areas and
met labian company representa-
tives during the exhibition.

Among the more than 78 Iallan
cotnpsnies present at the exhibi-
ton wepe Chars amnd  More,
AMG, ArcaHomrm, MIDN, Vigano,
Lametio, and many others,

Discussing the many Italian

companies showcased at  the
exhibition, Romano Baruzz,
director of the Rividh ofice
of the Ialian Trade Agency,
sal: “All of the sectors are
represented.”

Baruzzi =said that while many
lallan compandes were already

active in the Saudi market and
had established local pariner-
ships, several were still seeking to
explore new avenuwes for growth
in thewr collaborations.

“It's a gpocd opportunity if you
conskder that this s the fourth
edition in terms of growth and
the presence of companies; its a
very biz number,” he sakd.

Banperi sawd that some of the
feedback be had received from
ltallan  companies  indicated
that they were aware of the
continuing expansion of Rivadh.

“1 think we can offer very good
opporiunitics  for the Italian
companics here.” he sl

Fontana, along with his delega-
tion, will hold multiple sideline
meetings with Saudi officials in
cultiure, Gshion, technelogy and
innovation cduarig the visit to the
Rinpdom.

The three-day INDEX exhibi-
Bon, forusing on interior design,
takes place until Sept. 19 at the
Rivadh Front Exhibition Center,
welcoming local amd  interna-

tional participants to showcase
thes ladest innovations in desizn.

GOING GREEN

Students

plant
1,600 trees

in Saudi
roval
reserve

Arnhy Mews oorial

The King Abduliziz Royal
Heserve Development Authorty
has compleied the sccond phase
of a school-hased initiative
almed at raiging environmental
awareness  and  encouraging
community Involvement, the
Saudi Press Agency reported on
Wednesday,

In the second phase of the
initiative, it expanded its reach
to L300 students across all
grades — up from the 500
students involved in the firsi

phase — and included -

five school complexes
where students planted
LG00r native trees and
seedlings,

The initiative aligns with
the authority’s broader
goals of increasing
vegelative cover,
educating yvoung
people, anid
promoting
sustainahle
practioes, it
line with the 20840
sirategic targets for
mval reserves amd

the Saudi Green Initiative,
It includes interactive
projects  and  volunteer
opportumties for siudents
and is designed to inspire
young pecple o
becomme environ-
mental stewards,
The partici-
pants’ volun-
teer hours are
recorded on the
MNational  Volun-
teer Portal affili-
b 8 atedl with the
Ministry of

Human HResources and Social

Development.
By caring for these plants,

FASTFACTS

@ The King Abdulaziz Royal students will develop a decper
Reserve Development connection with their environ-
Authority’s initiative aligns ment, the SPA reported.
with goals of increasing The Natiomal Center [for
vegetative cover, educating Vegetation Cover Develop-
mwf;ﬁ:';ﬁgﬂﬁmm menl and Combating

' Desertification i= also
o It inoludes interactive restoring 12320 measdows
projects and volunteer and  gardens  acToss
opportunities for students Saudi Arabia using a
and is designed to inspire combination of more
young people to become tham &8  million
anvironmental stewards. secdlings and 28

In thes second phase of tho
envirenmantal iniative. 1,300
students acroas ali grodes plantad

1,600 native trees and seedlings. 5F4

tomiies of seeds scattered as par
of the center'’s meadows and
gardens development propect.
This project aims to plant 12
miillion trees and shinebs by 20000,
covering an area of ¥ million
hectares. The goal is to enhance
environmental  sustainability,
improve the quality of life, and
contribute o the goals of Sawdi

Viston 20340 and the Saudi Green
Initiative.
The project prioritizes

meadows and gardens as they
pay a crtical role In storing
carbon,  mitigating  climale
change, and reducing the impact
ol  desertificatbon  and  duis
slorms,

These meadows and gardens
teem  with  diverse  perenmnial
and annmual plant life, They act
as patural sponges, absorbing
ralnwiater during rany seasons

and nounshing the wvegeta

tion. This rich hakitat also
1 provides SN TuAry
: '. for wvarious  wildlife,

making themmn

% waluahle AlEES

for conservalion
efforts,
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The UN General Assembly
on Wednesday adopted

a Palestinfan-drafted
resolution that demands
Israel end “its unlawhual
presence in the Oceapied
Falestinlian Territory™
within 12 months.

The resolution received 124
viotes i favor, while 43 countries
abstained apd Israel, the US and
12 others voded oo,

The action solates Israel days
before world leaders travel 1o
Mew York for their annual UN
gathering. Palestinian Presi
dient Mahmowd Abhas is due to
address the 195-member General
Assembly on Sepd, 26, the same
ey as Israel Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanvahu,

The resolution welcomes a
July sdvisory opinkon by the
[nternational Court of Justice
that said lsraels occupation of
Palestinlan termitories and settle-
menls ks illegal and should be

withadrawn,

The advisory opinion — by
the highest United Nations
court, also known as the Waorld
L
corke “as rapelly as possiile”
although the General Assembly
resalution imposes a 12-month
cheadline.

The General Assembly resofu-
tion also calls on states to
“take steps toward ceasing the
importation of anmy  prodocts
originating m the Iscaell setile-
ments, as well as the provision
orf transfer of arms, munitions
and related equipment to Israel

. where there are reasonable

— gald this should be

AFP "0

Palestinian President Mahmouod
Abbas is scheduled to meet on
Thursday in Madrid with Spain’s
Frime Minister Pedro Sanchez, in
hi= first vigit to the country sinee
it formally recognized a Pales-
tirian state i May,

Abbas is stopping in Macnd at
Spain's invitation before heading
to New York for the UN General
Assemnbly, acconding to an official
in hiks oflee,

Sinchez will meet with Abias
on Thursday, the Spanish
premier’s office said, but the

MIDDLE EAST WAR
Sanders

preparing
resolulions o

block S20 billion
in US arms sales
to Israel

\

DIPLOMACY

UN asks Israel to end ‘unlawtul presence
in Palestinian territories within 12 months

Calls on states to take steps toward ceasing the importation of any products originating in the Israeli settlements’

Palestinlun Ambassader Rilyad Mansour applauds the result of the vote during the emergency session at the UN wadquarters on Wednesday, A F

grounds o suspect that they
may be used in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory”

The rescdution s the first to
e formally put forward by the
Palestinian Authority  since i
egained additional rights and
privileges this month including
a seat among UN members in the
assembly hall and the right 1o

chedails of the program for te rest
i the Palestinian presadent's visit
is niod vet known,

Abhas s alo due to be
recelved by Spain® King Felipe
VI according (o te official in his
offbce, but the roval palace, has
ot confirmed this meeting.

His visil comes afler Spain,
along with Ireland and Norway,
on May I8 formally recogmized a
Palestinian state comprising the
Craza Sirip amd the West Banh,

Tsraed comdeEmmned ihetr
tecision, sayving it bolsters
Hamas, the militant group that
led the Onct. 7 attack on Israel that

AP Weshington

Ser. Bermie Sanders s preparing
soveril resclutions that woukd
stop more than $20 billion In US
arms sales to Israel, a longshot
effort bat the most substantive
pushback yel from Congress over
the devastation in Gaza ahead of
the fArst year anmiversary of the
[sral-Hanas war

prropose drafl resodulions,

U'S Ambassador o the UN
Linda Thomas-Greenfield
urged countries to vole no on
Wednesday, Washingion — an
armms supplier to and ally of Israel
— has long opposed unilateral
measures that undermine the
prospect of a two-state sclution.

The IC1 advisory opinion =

nol binding but carries weqght
nnder mternational law  amd
may weaken support for Israel.
A General Assembly resolution
also s not binding, but carries
political wedght. There is no velo
power in the assembly,

“Each country has a vote,
and the world s watching us"
Falestinkan  UN  Ambassador

STATEHOOQD

Palestinian president in Madrid to thank Spain for support

Abbhas’s vislt comes after
Spain, along with Ireland
andd Norway, on May 28
formally recognized

a Palestinlan state

comprising the Gaza
strip and the West Bank.

triggered the war in the

Hamas-governed Gaza -

Sirp.

Spain's
EOAVETTITENE then
annoumncexl  that  a
first bidateral summik
between Spain

lefrast

In a ketter (o Senate colleagues
ot Wednesday, Sanders sald the
LIS cannit be “compdicil in thas
humanitarian disaster”

The action would foroe an
eventtual vote to block the anms
siles to Israel, though majority
passage b highly unlikely,

“"Much of this camage In
rza has boen carmicd out with
US-provided military equipment,”

atil Palestine woubd be  held
bfore the end of the year, and
the Arst Palestinian ambassador
o Spain presented his creden-
tials on Monday to Spanish King
Felipe VI,
spanish Prime Minister Pedro
sanchez has said the recogmition
of a Palestinkan state 5 “nol
agamst anyone, least of all
Isracl” but the move lexd

X o a further deterioration

. in tes between the two
& ’ conaniries,

v  He has been one of the
most cutspoken cribcs in
Europe of Isracl™

samders, I-Vermaont, wiote.

As the war grinds loward a
seCond vear, and with the outcorme
of Presadent Joo Beden's efforts to
broker a ceasefire deal and hostage
release uncertain, the resolutbons
from Samders woulbd 2eek 1o relgn
i lsrach Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu's assault on Gaza.

The war has Killed some 41,000
preople in Gaza alter the surprise

Rivad Mansour told the General
Assembly on Tuesday. “Please
stand on the right side of history.
With international law. ‘With
freedom, With peace.”

Israel's UN Ambassador Danny
Danon cribicized the General
Assembly on Tuesday for [ailing
to condemn the Oct, 7 attack
on Israel by Palestinlan Hamas

Gaga affensive since the starl of
th conilict.

sanchez vowed this month o
confinue to “pressure”  lsracl
Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
vithu on the global stage over
the war in Gaza, especially at the
International Criminal  Court,
which in May requested an armest
warranl for Netanvahu and his
defense minister.

Spain, along with other nations,
hias joined South Africa’s case at
i International Court of Tustice
m which Pretoma has accwsed
Israed of "genocide”™ in the Gaza
Strip. *We are going to strengthen

Ot 7 Hamas-led attack that killed
aboul 1,300 people in Tsrael,
and abducted 250 others, with
militants stifl holding around 100
hostames.

While it doubtful the politi-
callv split Senate would pass the
measires, the move §s desigzeed
to send a message to the Netane
vahu regime that its war effort
15 emding the US  longtime

militants that sparked Israels
assault on the Hamas-run Ceaza
Sirip

He repescted the Palestinian
fext, saying: "Lets call this lor
what it is: this resolution is diplo-
matic terrorism, using the tools
of diplomacy not to budld bridges
bl 1o destrov them,”

Israel captured the West Bank,
Graza Strip amd East Jerusalem
areas of historic Palestine which
the Palestinkans want for a state

in the 1967 Middle East war
and has since built settlements
in the West Bank and steadily
expanded them,

The war inm the Gaza Sirip
began on Ocl. 7, 2023, when
Hamas gunmen stormed into
Istacll communities, killing
around 1,200 people and
abducting about 250 hostages,
gccording to Israeli tallies.

Since  then, Isracls militaey
has levelqd swaths of the Pales-
tinian enclave, dnving necarly
all of its 2.3 million people
from thelr homes, giving rise to
cleaddy hunger and disease and
kulling more than L0 peogale,
according to Palestinian health
authortics.

The General Assembly on
Dct, 27 last vear called for an
immediate humanitarian truce
in (zaza with 120 votes in favor,
Then in December, 153 couni ries
videdd 1o demand —  instesad
of calling for — an immediate
humanitarian ceasefine in
December.

The Aurthority
represents the  Palestindan
people at the UN, where it 15 a
non-momber ohseryver state and
the delegation s known as the
State of Palestine

Palestinian

ot ties with the Palestinkan
state” Sanchez said, adding that
Madrid hoped "to sign several
collaboration  agreements” with
the Palestinian state at the hilat-
eral summil later this year,

Last week, Madrid hosted a
gathering of representatives
from European amnd Arab nations
to discuss how to advance a
two-state solutkon o the [=raeli-
Palestinian conflict.

“The internatbonal commanity
mikst take a decksive step towand
a Just and lasting peace in the
Middle East” Sanchez said at the
Hime.

bipartisan  support  for  Israel
Sanders sald he is working with
cilheer coldleagriaes on the measures

Koy Scnate Democrats  have
been pushing the Biden admin-
istration to emd the Israel-Hamas
war aml lessen the humanitarian
chiss, partcukarly m Gaza, whene
peopie’s homes, hospitals, schools
and entire Palestinian famikics are
i wippesd onit,
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FEACE FUSH

(Gaza truce
best way to
ensure stability:

Blinken

Eovpt wont accept security changes
on (aza border, says foreign minister

AFP Reuters Corn

LS Secretary of State
Antony Blinken said on
Wednesday in Cairo that

a ceasefire In the Israel-
Hamas war in Gaza would
be the best way (o stop
violence from spreading in
the Middle Easi.

This marks Blinken's Oth trp (o
the regiom since the start of the war
that was sparked by Hamass Ot
7 attack on lsrael His visit aimed
to sabmge stalled nesotiations
mextiated by Exypd, Qatar and the
175 toend the conflict,

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi todd
Bhinken in their meeting that Egypt
opposed  attempts 10 “escalate
the conflict and expand ils scope
reghowrally™ and called for all parties
o acd responsibly, the Egvplian
presidency sad ina statement,

El-Sisis office sawd the pair
disrussed “wayvs o intensify joint
efforts between Egvp, the U5 and
Qatar o ke e O Craselire
negndiations amd the exchange of
hostages and detainees.”

El-Sisi also called for “decisive
mtervention 1o remove obetacles o
the entry of huge amounts of aid™ to
Ceaza and “ending lsmacli vicdations
in the West Banb," it said.,

asharg.com/USelections

“We discussed the importance
of getting this desl across the finksh
line, something we'll continue to
pursue with our Qatarl coumnter-
parts,” Blinken todd journalisis at
a Jolmt press conference alongsice
Egypltian Foreign Minister Foregm
Minister Badr Abdelatty

"We all know that a ceasefire
5 the besi chance to tackle the
humanitaran oS In Gaza, o
ackddress nsks o regional stabalsty”
he added

Abdelatty said Cairo will not
aocepd any changes (o the securnty
arrangements that were in place
on its border with Gaza before war
barordoe ot
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US Seoretary of State Antony
Blinken listens on his earpieos
during & press canferenca In
Calro on Wednesday. AFTF

hordher, sl
wihether Ismel will maintain a troop
presenee along a M-Em buffer
zone  known as the Philadelphi
Corrichor, have become a Torcal
peinil ol ponths-long talks almed o
securing a ceaselive and the release
of hosfages in Gaza

lsraeli troops entercd the buffer
aofe m May as they pursoed an
offensive around Kafah

Ezvpt, which is a mediator in
censeflre talks, says Israel must

secimily on  the

withdraw and that a Palestinian
presenoe necds to be restored al
the Rafah crossing between Egvpl's
sinal Peninsula and Gaza.

"Egavpt refterates s peDsitbon; i
rejects any military presence along
the opposite sile of the border
crossing and the aforementoned
(Fhiladelphil commidor” Abdelatty
qaicl

Ablelarty
e=calation woulkd create hurdles [or
the completion of a Gaza ceaschire
cle=al,

"Time and again™ when the 1S
amd other intermational mediators
believe themselves to be making
progress in a ceasefire deal for

alsn skl that  amy

ouslill go
ol ygings
Jaliall ppaill
oc il

*fu ity abudui

Gobr SicC

Yl ) MNOW BTV

Israel™ and Hamass war m Gaza,
“we'veseen anevent that makes the
process more difficult, might deradl
it Blinken said, speaking in answer
to o question abogt the previous
ity s explosions n Lelanon.
Blinken will not visit Israel on this
trip, the first tme he has shipped
a stop in Washingtons closest
regional ally since the war erupied,
Site Departmend spokesper=son
Matthew Miller said thad
hecanse Washingion aimed o
disres baladeral ssues with Esyyal
on this tings and the Gaza ceasefire
proposal that US and mediators
have been working on was still niod
ready to present to [srael,
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AGREEMENT

Philippines resumes
sending workers to huwait

Only Filipinos with prior work experience abroad will be deploved to huwai

Ellla Alsad W airiin

r . -
F""‘ﬂ (]
'. - |—|—II--I—I

The Philippines has resumed : Dhopuiteinl ol
sending workers to Kuwait, o fligrant Worker
with new protections In ol .

place to secure theldr rights
and wellare, the Department
of Migrant Workers sald,

as a group of two dozen
Filipino domestic workers
readles to depart to the
Gullstate this week.

Aandla has been working to tackle
labor copceris redated o ovvrsess
Filipino workers in Ruwait since
last vear, when it suspended the
cdeplovTienl of first-time workers
[elbowings thee murder ol domestic
worker Jullebees HBanama  in
January Ak

Bilateral relations saw another
sl bk when Kuwakl sLEge b
the Esuance of new visas for
Philippine nationals in May 2023

WOFKITgE

deployiment was a resull of the
apreement between the Philip-

The Philipplnes’ Departmant
af Migrant Warkers conducted
a pre=departure briefing for
Fiipino migramt workers bound

EA LIRS

pine overnment and Ruwait,

CFVE L S5E S
and depdoved thirough Philippine
and Kuwailt recruitment agencies

Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

Snoaky passengor

UR train canceled
alter squirrel
refuses to get ofT

A train in Britain was can-
cebed alter a palr of squirnels
boarded Uie serviee and ope
refused to pet off, Great West-
eyn Ratbway said on Wednes-
ca v, “We can conficm thal the
OS5 Beading o Gatwick was
terminated at Redhill after a
couple of squirrels boarded
the trakn at Gomshiall withous
LckKels, ||-|'|':|-:']|.i|||._' |'.|||1.'|.'.|_l. L
laws,” a spokesperson for the

remove them at Redhill, bt
ane refused to leave and was
retuwrned to Heading to bring
an end to this nutty tail” they
adldiv], Reuters

ratlway sapd.” We attempted (o

Situation assessment
EUchiclto

meet leaders of
MHood-hit nations

European Commission President
Uirsiida vom der Leven will meet
bistebers of severral flocxl-Tut -
teonis in the Polish city of Wroeclaw
tosay, Figh wands and tmasial-
Iy by raandall have hit swaths
of Austna, the Crech Republic,
Hungary, Poland, Romania and
skovalda since Last week. At least
22 peaple have died because af
the exctreme weal her and llooding
bt loose by Storm Boras in central
Europe. She will hold tallkks with
Austrian Chancellor Rad Ne-
hamimer, Czech Primne Minister
Petr Fialn, Polsd Prioses Minesder
Diomald Tusk and Slovak Prime
Mindster Kobert Fien, AFP

1 e Days
FIGURES

After a serics of consultations,
the countnes reached an agree-
ment in June 2024 to LRt thor
respective suspensions.

“The reswmpiion of OFW

for Kuwalt in thés photo shored
an Monday. Sunple=d

which provides measures for
enhanced OFW protection,” the
MW said in a statement.

“The 35 OFWs are Filipino

with good track record. Eleven of
them were sent off last Friday, ked
by Sccrctary Hans Lo Cacdac,
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Rich countries cannot buy their way out of migration crisis

nother week and yet
another plan to reduce
migration to Europe comes
tce Jife. Bast T am nod sure
any nation can pay their
way o stemming the
How af people determined to make it 1o
somewhere sale — whether for begitimate
reasons or otherwise — ina d 1o change
their life and destiny,

Migration is today a source of political
instabdlity in many Western countries. It
lias become the step Ldder on which the
extrems righi and populist politicians are
climbing to power or amplifyving the falures
of the state, while offering no substantial,
valld remedies to the probdemns,

From Donald Trump's plans for mass
deportations if he returns to power in the
U5 1o Italy trying to block refugess from
departing from Alrica and bailding new
centers to process woulkd-be immigrants in
Albania. Now Sweden, a long-term haven
for the war-weary and persecuted, has
decided to start paving migrants who are
willing to leave the Scandinavian country,

o8&

No amount of
money is likely to
be enough to lure
most immigranis

away from a life
that has given

them access to
awellare siate

CEOLURTES Y Al ihC] A Sl LB HAIT AL -AWPTAT

Sweden was for decades seen as
something of a humanitarian superpower,
bt over recent yvears it has struggled
tor integrate many of ks newcomers. Tis
anti-immigration right-wing sovernment
last week announced its willingness 1o
ey 250,000 Swedish kroma (S%4,000)
ter those willing Lo voduntarily return 1o
their countries of origin. With this, it has
become the latest nation hoping to start a
miajor shift in its migration policy due to
whiat It describes as an inability to welcome
ancl support a large number of arrivals,

In Europe generally, the go-to solution
for nations strugeling to cope with
migrant arrivals scems to be to throw
mioney at the problem, Thoogh that has
proxluced some resulis at certain times,
with the number of new arrivals dropping,
this has only lasted untll the migranis find
new roules or new people smugelers (o
hedp them reach thear destination,

ltaly has this year seen a G4 poercent
reduction in the number of new arrivals
from Africa afier focusing on dealing with

i protdem “upstream,.” since a naval
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blockade tactic fatled Lo stop boats loaded
with refugees crossing the Mediterranean.
[talian Prime Minister Giorgia Melonis
government has ploneered outsourcing

deals with authortarian governments and
failed states, which have allegedly engaged
in (legal collective deportations and
abused refugees seeking to reach Europe,

Being paid the equivalent of 534,000 could
b g handsome retum for any refugecs in
Sweden that have reached a dead end. But
they are a very small minority and no amount
of money 15 likely to be enough to lure most
away [rom a life that has given them acoess
to a wellare state, a bouse, education and
healtheare for their loved ones

The issues of migration, asylum,
economic migration and human teallicking
have been plaguing the mainly rich
Western waorld and there are no easy
sosluitbons, This is a thme when nations are
suffering rom aging populations, reduced
birth rates and dwindling resources.

The solution that still eludes maost of
these nations is their failwre to offer a fair

and acoessible application system that

could saft through millions of applicants
annually. These same countries also often
lack an agile vetting system to monitor and
apprehend those who abuse the system or
play it to thedr advantage,

Once new arrivals kave been granted
the Flght o remmain, countries still fall to
provide them with adequate ortentation
that mught turn them mto well-integrated,
productive citizens who understand the
rizhis and duties governing their nesw
life, This is ome reason For the increased
comminal hostilities and toxic narmatives
plaguing the immigration debate,

Lmital such a dav, it is unlikely that a
refugee or economic migrant will want to
take a one-off cash payment and returmn to
a4 less certain life and face unemployvinent
and insecurtty. Until further notice, certain
nations will confinue o be mach-desired
destinations for peaple who are ready
tor cho anything — even risk their lives in
smiall boats, be Heeoed of their life savings
by human traffickers or, in some exirem:s
cases, face modern slavery — in return for

i path fo the shores of Europe or the 1S,

o @

The timing of
the report on
Alzghanistan holds
significant weighit,
but it remains
unclear iFihowill
inlluence volers

How will Afghanistan feature in the race for the White House?

hree vears after the chaotic
U5 withdrawal from Af-

ghanistan, both Democrals

and Bepublicans are revis-

iting the incident. Neither

side is providing a credible
ar comprehensive explanation as to why
Kahil fell into the hands of the Taliban on
Aug. 15, 2021, Instead, the lack of an Afghan
sirategy on the part of both the Biden and
Trump administrations is being filled with
mutual accusations of “you lost Afghani-
stan.” The issuc now is how the Alzhan
probiem will At into the 2024 presidential
election campaigmn.

Repaiblicians beleve that Democrats ane
vitlnerable on the issue of Afghanistan, It was
the Biden administration that faxled to stop
the Taliban's onslawesht on Kabul and protect
the povernment of then-President Ashraf
Grhanh, More problenatie was the Tiesh
siiicide bombing attack on Kabul airport that
killed 70 Afghans and B American military
personnel durimg the evacuation.

Republicans in Congress last week released

a vepaort, which was the culmination of a
three-vear investigation into the factors ancd
circumstances that bed to the US failure in
Alghani=tan. Among its lindings were: “(The
Biden administratson) had the mformaton
and opportunity to take necessary steps bo
plan for the inevitable collapse of the Afghan
government, so we coubd safely evacunte TS
personnel, American citizens, green card
holbders and our brave Afghan allies.”

The timing of the report on Afzhanistan
hididds signihcant weight in the 2024 election
race, bat it remains unclear if it will influence
voters. The report aims to blame President
Jose Biden and ¥Yice Presicdent Kamaka Harmis
For failing to maintain the pro-Washington
poverinment i Alghamstan, According (o
Texas Republican Rep. Michael MoCaul, who
chaired the investization as a member of the
House Foreign Relations Commibttes, “at each
step of the way, the administrstion picked
OpERcs over seciiriy.”

The report itself 1s a thorough attempt to
uncover what happemned in Afphanistan. It
spans more than 350 pages and includes

MARIA MAALDUF
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testimony fronm numerows senior military
cffbcers at the Pentagon. Seven lengthy
puiblie hearings were held and about 20,000
pages of State Depariment documents and
correspondomoe were examined.

Additionally, the report made several
o] recommendations, such as emphia-
gizing the need for future noncombatan
evacuation opermtions (o succeed and
calling on Congress to establish standard
operating procedures for such drawdowns.
It also urgesd the State Department and
Department of Defense to briel Congress
on plans for noncombatant evacuation
aperations when an embsssy has been
dhesagmiated a high-threat post.

However, such a policy option will likely
not establi=sh foreizn policy consensus or
national secunty reconciliation between
Republicans and Democrats. The Biden
admindstration amd the Farris campaken
have placed the blame on the Trump
admimstration for the deal 1t sigmed with
the Taliban ih February 2020, On the other
hand, the Trump campadgn argues that

Biden botched the Afghan deal and that
his admiinistration could have followed [is
schedule 1o ensure a sale American pullout
from Afghanistan.

Afghanistan was discussed in [ast week's
presidential debate between Truomp and
Harris, but without reference to the repaonrt,
Trurnp attempled touse the strategie relreat
from Afchanistan as an indication of joint
Bicken-Harris responsibahity, emphasizing
that the wathdrawal lef billions of dollars of
equipment behind and that Harms played
a direct role in the debacle, which embar-
rassed America on the world stage.

In conclusion, the Tromp campaign
succeeded in forcing a discussion about
Afghanistan during a debate that was
watched by 57 mullion people in the US
Most likely, there will be more debates
about Afghanistan in the remaining weeks
af the campadgn, However, the ultimate
arbdtration on Afzhanistan will come from
Afghan Americans living in the US They
can make the best judement on what trns-
pired in their home country,
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BRICS great powers gather in Riyadh

ivacdh last weck hosted four

high-level meetings with

Foarr of the original five

BRICS members. Although

nol planned that way,

the mectings with BRICS
members indicated how the Gulf Coopera-
Hon Council countries are balancing their

DR. ABDEL AZIZ ALUWAISHEG

organization, in addition to being quite
keen on itz partnerships with individual
GOC member states, The GOC has signed
more agreements with China than any
other nation,

China and the GCC are very close energy
partners. More than 30 percent of China's
otl imports come from GCC exporters and

Palestine and Yemen, where Russia has been
consistently on the right side of history.
However, the GOC and Hussia do not see
eye o eve on a number of other important
issues, such as Syria and Russia's military thes
with Iran. The GOC states have voled for UN
resalutions on Ukraine but have refraimed
from imposing sanctions. Kussia has pradsed

links aksout 20 years ago by concluding
agrecments with MERCOSUR, inwhich
Frazl i= the dominant power. In 2005, the
Brazilian President Lula da Silva convened
in Brasilia the Grst ever Arab-South
American summit, wwhich was followed
by two more summimits in Da Silva's first
twi terms. The GOC countries were fully

strategic parinerships. it is the destination for 25 percent of the the GOC's halanced position on the condlict supportive of his ideas and Gatar hosted the
On Wednesday, Chinese Premier L GCCs petrochemical exports. They are and especially iis members” mediation. second summit in Doha.

Qiang met with the Sandi now discussing coopera- Russia has recently Following the first

leadership and also with ii thon on renewable energles, promoted the ides of i,i surmmit, jolnt ivestment

the GCC. And on Sunday including nuclear and building a Eurasian anwd trade-promation

and Monday, the GCC China has heen hydrogen energy. security architecture that In addition to Gara events with Brazil led o

foreign FI:IiI'I-.iE-‘!:ET:'.i-]‘I‘I.I‘lT'r']lII very conslstent _India iﬁﬂ}FUEl:"E third- l.:.il'Et"l'.i-i'l'i‘tI:I- H.l:i.'.'-l:ltll:l.‘lﬂ:l.l? and the Palestine a:[uﬂ-:hupli?ig.n! trace

the foreign ministers of : bhizmest trading partner interesis of all couniries exchanges in just a few

Russda, India and Brazil. n&phﬂ]ﬂhl} the after China and the EL without exception, as t[lll.'!i-lhltl., maritime years, while direct shipping

These four important superpowerthat — wih two-way trade i 5174 President Vadimir Putin security isa top and air links were abso

powers are lounding is most Hlﬁ“ﬂ'ﬁ“‘! billion. The two sides have sad bolh 1 June and [H'lﬂl'“j’ for all of established between Brazil

members of BRICS and of the GOCC also agreed to upgrade in February ina specch these nathons and the GOC countrics for

hiokd similar views on their political and security before the Russian the first thme. Now that Da

glodhal affairs, including on
the war in Gaza and the underlving Isracli-
Palestinian conflict.

The highesi-ranking of the foreign
dignitaries was Li, who became the eighth
premier of China in March 2023 Like
other senior Chinese officials, Li expressed
great interest in the GOC-China strategic
partnership, which was established when
President Xi Jinping met with the GOC's
heads of state in December 2022, but their
engagement gocs back decades. China
has been very consistent as probalbly the
superpower that 1s most supportive of the

diaklogte, In recognition of

this fact, they last week agreed on a joint
action plan for the next five vears. The plan
includes trade and investment pronsotion
amwl cooperatbon in te areas of energy,
agriculture and food security, transport,
health, education and cultural engngement,
i addition to political and security dialosue.

The GCC established a siraiegic dialogue
with Russia in 2001 amd the: two sides have
had many rounds of political consulta-
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tions at the ministerial and sub-ministerial ¥ pabunamadl
levels since. The two sides share common Fer Tl varslon, log o 10
views on fundamental sswes such as Gaga, www urabinews com.scainian

Federal Assembly, In his
remarks before GOC foreigm ministers last
week, Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov
highlighted the fact that, since the incep-
tiom of the Russia-GOC strategic dialogae
formal m 2011, international relations have
undergone signifcant changes and signifi-
cant globhal geopolitical transformations
have taken pdace,
GOC-Russia trade is relatively Hmited,
at about $21 hillion in 2023, but there are
important coonomic links and greater
potential for more trade and investment.
Brazil and the GCC estaldished thedr first

Silva iz back in power, he
may igain try o energlae the two regions for
ereater political and cultural engagement
ard more trade and investment,

In addition to Gaza amd the Palestine
ueestion, marthime security is a top
priority for all of these notions, all of which
expressed alarm at the Houthis™ RHed Sea
attacks. While of course differences remain

on this and other issues, the 10 countries
vowed Lo strengthen their partnerships
and work together to tackle giobal and
regional challenges. [t was indeed a very
barsy week for Riyvadh.

Jordan’s Islamists may expose their own Achilles’ heel

ordan last week held its 20th par-
liameniary elections, whiach saw
the largest number of voters n the
country's history with LG8 million,
up from L38 milhion in 2020,
The increase in the number of
voters has been attributed Largely to recent

reforms emanating from the recommenda-
tons of the Roval Commities to Modermnize
the Political System. Among these reforms,

MOMAMMED ADU DALHOUM

past 11 months, Islamist parties have
dominated the sireets, hijacking Jorda-
nlans frustration over the ongodng war

in Gaza, as the [srael-Palestine conflict
was always going to feature heavily in this
electoral campaign.

It is therefore not 3 surprise that
Islamists now directly occupy 29 percent
of parliament, as the Islamic Action Front
wior 31 seats, thanks to nearly half & million

- want 1o form a majority coalition. While
Al-Tttihad Al-Watani Party also leans
centrally, Tagaddum and Azm are two
important wildcards and their 14 seats
could shift the needle one way or the other.

While a centrist-majority parliament is
likely to leave most laws intact, under an
Islamist-majority legislyiure, the 1994 Wadi
Araba peace treaty between Jordan and
Israel 1s expected (o be debated heavily.

Tunisia, Egypl, Lebanon or even in Gaza,
Islamist parties have rarcly dedivered on their
promiscs. Instead, cormuption and cconomic
issues, among odhers, generally worsen and
outweigh their populislt narratives,

Second, NAMA'S research on the deolo-
oies of Jordanitan political parties show
marginal differences between Islmists
amd centrists, In interviewing party leaders
an 42 pohicy 1ssues, Islamists and centrists

a new law served o voles, The National Islamist lawmakers appear quile similar. They
revamp and resularize ;.f-.. Isbamist Party won are likely to call for its ;’-..'“. hoth bean slighily to the beft
pobltical partles fo mee seven seats and Al-Ard termimatbon, along with all on the econarmic axis, with
much higher standards. Islamist partics Al-Mubaraka Party won diplomatic, political amd There have been  only # percentage points

By May 2023, 38 political  ave dominated the | twomore economic relations. overly exaggerated between the two, As for
parties had been regis- : Along with 24 indepen- According to NAMA™ : the social axis, they both
tered amd they began strat- streets, h“ﬂfklﬂﬂ' deent members and 18 polls, there is near-unani- concerns about appear identically authori-
cgizing to compete over Jordanians’ leftists, and as partics MOGLUS SUpport among the implications tarian, with a mere single
|38 parliamentary seats, frustration over begin to coalesce. Islamists Jordanians for cutting of the Islamists’ percentage point difference.
divided — as per the new coutld gain a majority iplomatic relations with Therefore, the heavy
elections law — hetween lhﬁ'm.llg that would enable them [srael, yei 42 percent are HIMW presence of [slamilsts in
# dedicated for parties warin Gaza Lo dictate the begizla- sHll in favor of keeping the in parliament Jordan's new pardiament may
through a general national live soene over the next peace treaty, the highest just prove o be their own

district and 97 held for 18 local districts.
With 4 seats secured, political parties
campaigned heavily within the lkscal
districts to maximize their gains. Indeed,
they ended up winning 73 seats at the local
lewel, mesaning 83 percent of the next parlia-
meent will be members of a political party.
Of these parties, there was arguahly
no bigger winner in the clections than
the Islarmists, which some observers
perplexedly saw as a surprise, Over the
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Four years, starting by pressuning the
new Prime Minister Jalar Hassan and his
tmminent government.

Opposite the Islamists are Al-Mithag and
Eradah, two centrist parties spearheading
efforts to preserve the political scene from
major changes, The two parties won 49
seats, 30 of which were won by Al-Mithaq,
headed by the former speaker of the house
Ahmad Al-Safadi.

They face a sizable challenge if they
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recorded percentage on this matter.

Nevertheless, there have been overly
exagperaled conoerns about the implica-
tioms of the Islamists’ sizable presence in
parliament. Some factors mean that, even
if they managed to form an advantageous
coalition in padiament, the outcome may
not be as troubling as anticipated.

Firsi, there is substantiated evidence of
Islamists imderperforming when assuming
decisbon-making positions. Whether in
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Achalles’ heel, nod Jordan's. The similarities
between [slamists and cendrists could foresee
a oplvesive, harmonious legislature. In that
case, [slamists are likely (o lose suppor

For faiking to bring anything new. On the
other hand, if Islamists end up presenting
themselves differently in Jordan than
elsewhere in the region, then we oould see a
gridiocked parliament, at which point they
are also likely to lose support due to their lack
of efficacy in delivering on their promises.
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Saud| Arabia alms to convert 30 percent of Riyadh's vehicles to eleotric by 2030, as part of a broader strategy to cut emissions in the oapital by 80 percent and achleve carbon neutrality by 2060, 5P

Mirmad Morayanan,
Mannl Al-Barakat] =y

Saudi Arabia’s electric
vehicle ecosystem reqguires
charging stations every
10 km along highways

to suppaort its growth,
sakd a senfor executive,

Speaking to Arah News at the EV
Auto Show in Rivadh, Mohamed
Al-Mubarak, pereeral manager

of Charging Arahia, emphasizaed

that the widespread avatlabality

of refueling infrastructure is

esenizal o reducing mnge

anxiely, ultimately beneliting the:

e-mobidiy sector. This comes

&= Saudi Arabia aims to convert

30 percent of Rivadh's vehicles

b elecinc by 2030, as partof a

broader strategy to cut emissions

in the capital by 50 percent and

achieve carbon neutrality by 060,
Al-Mubaaak said: “Tt is important

tex have ILTEY charging stabions)

on highways, so people can travel

INTERVIEW

Availability of charging stations
crucial for e-mobility growth

with their cars. As you know,
the eleciric car ranges between
SON By 000 B, pwow 1 b SO0
. Al leaist every 1040 km, there
shvould be a charmgmg station.”

By 20050, 1 think there
will be thousands

ol electric carsin
sandi Arabia.

Mo Fssed Al - Mibar ok
e ey el Ll

Charging Arabia, which
ogperates in Exropee, Asia, Afirica,
anidd Sauch Arabia, focuseson EV
charging station operalions, AC
and D charger installations, and

meohibe charging servioes.
He said thee
COMypany 15

concentrating an
the Sads mearked

beciese “tlwe

povernmen

i= helping

poopée

Saudi Arabia’s EV ecosystem calls for charging every 100 km, says executive

in the EV charging business™
Al-Mubarak added: “Although
there are ondy 1,000 cars i the
marked, i & mol a big number,
Bait 1t's on the nght rack,
and T think i golng with the
vision, By 20000, T think there
will be thousamds of electnic
cars in Saudi Arabia

He revealed that the company
has partnered with Sadi-hased
¢ harging manulacturer Alfanar
to enhance the Ringdom's EV
infrastructure. “As a charging

station operator, we need to
have chargers everywhere —
public places, petrol stathons,
shopping malls, and pukbsdic
parking — so poople can charge
thdr cars,” sakd Al-Mubarak,

Curmently, Charging Arabia
operates two stations in
Rivadh and plans to expand
with over 10K facilities in the
Eastern Provinee, Al-Mubarak
also identified ebectricity boad
management as a challenere as
the number of EVs grows.

Sulafa Al-Khuwnalzl Fiyaoh

The Z2audi government holds
the key to developing the neces-
gary infrastructure for electric
vehicles, a top official said at
the EV Auto Show underway in
Riyadh.

Speaking atf a pane] discussion
titlecl “Charging Alwead: Building
the Backbone of Saudi Arabia’s
EV Revolution,” Mansour
Al-Makahlaz, head of the
eMobility division at Solutions
Valley, a part of Sauwdi Electric
Co., outlined the essential steps
needed to advance the market.

Al-Makahlaz  stressedl  the
Importance af expanding
charging  infrastrcture Lo
encourage participation  from
chief product offlcers.

“In order to atiract users o
come (o Saudi (Arabia) or to buy
this vehicle, they need to release
the incentive, They need to buaild
mare charging stations; they

SUPPORT

Experts call for enhanced
incentives to boost EV adoption

%

need to support the CPO (o get
into this market.”

He continued: “There must be
an incentive from the govern:
meent, such as the case in Europe
and the US, CPOs know that the
return on investment 5 long-
term. s notd short-term. 5o an
incentive must be there”

Alhareth Al-Hisan, f[ounder
and CEO of iCharge, noted
that Sawdi Arabla has a strong

[oundation for EV  adoption
elobally. "It has the gnd capacity,
it has the political will, and 1 has
the ability for the customer to

- "*-. - h"‘

Experts at & panel discuss ways to strength Saudi Arabia’'s EV ecosyatem, AN photo

= EI"']

spend on the expensive clectric
Vehiehe"

Al-Hisan pointed  out  thal
planning is a primary concern
in the regional EV industry and

supgested that Saudi  Arabia
could bepelit rom  Europes
approach o mnlrastrocture

development. "When the infra-
structure for electric vehicles
started in Europe, it was heavily
planned and very detalled where
to place them, how to place
them,” he saied.

Waollgang
mAarkeiing

Ademmer, chiel
afficer at  the

o

sustainable mohility firm
Alpitronie,  also  encouraged
Saudi Arabda to follow Europs's
lead, Ademmer emphasized the
need for a comprehensive plan
to suppart ndustry participants
and ensure their succesx in the
EV seclor,

L1 Bo, vice president of Huawned
Digital Power Stratesy and
Marketing for the Middle East
and Central Aska, and director of
Huawel EY Charging Dusiness
for the same region, predicted
a rse In the wvehicle-lo-EV
charging ratio,

GROWTH

Saudi EVsectorito
advance significantly,

say lop execulives

Arab Naws Fivadh

Sandi Arabias electric vehicle
industry 18 polsed for suhstan-
tial advancements in the coming
yeiars, according o officals
during a pancl discussion at the
EV Auto Show.

Held in Riyadh on Sept. 18
the paned titled “The Landscape
of Electrye Charging in Saudh
Arabia" featured Al Ghnaimm,
CED of Gazable, who shared
encourasging insights about the
local community’s embrace of
the Ringdom's transition io EVs.

“We find that the willing-
sk 1o have an elecirie vehicle
in Sauchi Arabia at around &0
pereent,” he noted.

Mohammed Al-Musawa, head
of ASX E-Mobhidlity, emphasized
the importance of collaboration
among companies and dealer-
ships. He stated: " The goal of this
market s the dealershipand then
we complement the dealership

with the charging infrastrac:
turc. 50, everyvone here plays a
very vital role in just providine
the Facility or fcilitating the
infrastructure to the dealerships
itsell, to the emd users, giving
them the assurance that we will
be there. We will give you the
chidoes.”

We find that the
willingness to have
an elecirle vehicle

in Sauwdi Arabiaat

around GO percent.

il Ghraim
Claus s ks LI

Roshut Ramesh, manager
al CITA EY and a panclist,
highlighted twoof the Ringdom's
Figa-projects, NEOM and The
Rl Sea, whibehy are erwcial to twe
EV secto "All these sites already
have these EV charger infra-
siructures im the developiment
phase isell” e sandl,
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Transaction trends: A weekly snapshot of Saudi Arabia’s point-of-sale activity
WEEK FROM SEPT. 8 TO 14, 2024
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Miguel Hadehity Hiy o

Furniture and transport
spending In Sandi Arabla
registered the highest
Increase in weekly point-
of-sales transactions from
Sepl. 8 to 14, according to
central hank data.

The weekly bulletin released by
SAMA revealed that spencing on
furniture rose to SR34.3 million
(8374 million), marking a L&
percent increase for the week,
while expenditure on transpaor-
tation came in at SR7G7.6 million
— up 1.3 percent an the previcoas
s ven dilys,

The food and beverages sector
preserved the biggpest share of
the POS data at SHLB4 hillbon,
followed by restaurants  andd
ciales at SR8 billion and miscel-
laneous goods and services at
46 hillon.

spending in the top three
largesl categones acoounted for
SRA1 billion owt of this weck's
total value.

The overall value of the POS
iranesacisons
secomnd week 1n a row, dropping
by 8.5 peroent compared to the
previous week to reach SRILE
hillion.

The Eajesi sdnorived
that spending in the education
sector continued to lead the dip,
recording the highest decrease
al 4335 percent, wilh  todal

dipped  for the

FlELres

in terms of card preference, debit
oards dominate ths overall onrd
payment apace, accaurtng for
85 parcant of the overall card
payrmant valus in 2023, Fls

FAYMENTS BY CARDS

Spending rises in transport, furniture with
food leading cashless transaction volumes

Overall value of the POS transactions dipped for the second week in a row: official data

Ak I

transactions
million.
This week marks one monih af
constand declines in the educa-
tion sector, after surging for four
consecutive weeks, coincikding
with the starl of the academic

reaching

vear on Aug. 18 During the first
week of September, spending
LEI |I'|I|'IZ'II:II:I|:II.II|'II|I'|![EIIII. 1w Lhe
second-largest decline at 187
pereent to SRASH.2 millon.
spending on culture and recre
aton recorcked the third bigeest

HIGHLIGH'TS

® Riyadh dominated POS
transactions, represanting
34.8 percent of the total,
with spending in the capital
reaching SR4.2 billlon,

& Jeddah followed with a 6.8
percent decline to S8R1.T billion,
accounting for 13.9 percent of
the total, and Damrmam came
Iri third at SRE20.4 milllon,
down 5,3 percent,

@ Abha saw the largest

decreass In apending, down by
13.1 parcent to SR152.4 milllon.

dip with a 15,9 percent negative
changre, reaching SR24GT
muillion.

Expenditure on construction
matertals and ebectronkc devices
recorded the smallest decline
at 04 pereent each, reaching
SHHES million and SK208.8
million, respectively.

Creographically, Rivadh
dominated POS  transactions,
representing 348 percent of
the todal, with spending in the
capital reaching SR4.2 billion —
a &7 peroent decrease from the
previous week

Jeddak followed with a 68
percent decline to SR1LT Bilion,
accountng lor 1539 percent of
the total, and Dammam came in
third at SRE20.4 milllon, down

.3 percenl

Abha saw the largest decrease
in spending, down by 13
percent o SKE1I524  million.
Tabuk amd Hal also expern
enced downsticks, with expen-
diture dipping 13 percent and 1.7
pereend to SKR230.5 million and
SR185.2 million, respectively.

In terms of the number of
iransactions, Abha reconded the
highest decrease at .6 percent,
reaching 5,155 Alkhaobar
recordod the smallest decrease
at 2 percent, reaching 4373
transactions.

Cashless payvments in Saudi
Arabia are expected to surpe
by 76 percent in 2024 1o
SR550 hillion ($146.8 billion) as
compared to SRSLS bilhon the
previows year, a report said.

The report issued by Global
London-hased  data
analythes anl consulnng
company, projected the Saodi
card payments market to grow
al an annual rate of &4 percent
Brtween 2024 and 20028 to reach
SHI05.2 hallion.

Promoting digital payments is
cructal for Saudi Arabia, as the
Ringdom's Vision 2050 aims {o
reduce cash  transactions  and
mcrease the share of clectronic
pavments o 70 percent of all
transactions by 205

In terms of cand preference,
dehit cards dominate the overall
card payment space, acoounting
for 85 percent of the overall canxd
pavment value in 2023,

Ilata, a
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Manufacturing Trade
US industrial Japan’s exporis
production riseat amuch
Jumpsin August  slower pace:data

Boosting ecports, particularly nen-oll goods, |8 crecial for Baud| Arabin as € continues s economie diversifecation efforts. Hin

MNirmal Narayanan Fiyacdh

Sawdi Arabla’s ports saw
a 14.6 percent Increase
in both inbound and
oulbound container
traffic in 20223 compared
to the previous year,
ofticial data showed.,

According to the General
Authority for Statistics, inhownd
contalner trafficat the Kingdom's
ports reached 3.4 million twenty-
foot eguivalent units n 303,
while outhound traffic tobalked

2.2 million TEUs.

The report revealbesd that the
quantity of outbound cargo
amounted to 2005 million
lonnes in HELG, a Strong il b a-
tion of the Ringdom®s rising
exports. King Fahd Incustrial
Port in Yanbu handled the largest
vilume of outbound cargo,
totaling 58 million tonnes,

MARITIME TRADE

Saudi Arabia sees 14.6% rise
in container tratficin 2023

Volume of outbound cargo amounted to 203.5 million tonnes; GASTAT

Boosting eXports,  particin-
larly non-oil poods, is crucial for
Saudi Arabia as | contimies fis
economie diversticathon efforts
aimed at reducing iis  depen
dency on oll revenues.

The quantity of inbound cargo
reached 105,10 million tonnes in
2023, with Jeddah Islamic Por
managing the larpest share,
handling 38.9 million tonnes of
imports.

FASTAT also noted a 338
percent rise in ship traffic at
Sandi ports in 2023 compared to
the PIREV HILLS Vear,

“The total ship traffic at Sauc
ports was 19,082 ships. Ring
Fahd Industrial Port in Yanbu
had the highest ship traffic,
with 68,538 ships, followed by
Jeddah Islamic Port with 4,411
ships, and Ring Abdulaziz Port
in Dammam with 2 516 ships,”
slated] GASTAT,

Total carge handled al the

FASTFACTS

® Inbound container traffic
at the Kingdom's ports
reached 3.4 milHon twenty-
foot equivalent units in
2023, while outbound traffic
totaled 2.2 million TEUs.

& The guantity of inbound
carge reached 105.1 millien
tonnes in 2023, with Jeddah
Islamic Part I1'II;I.I'|.I:I.E1I'|E thie
largest share, handling 38.9
million tonnes of imports,

® Total cargo handled mt
the Kingdom's ports in
2023 amounted to 334
million tonnes, with 121.3
million tonnes of unloaded
carge and 213 million
tonnes of loaded cargo.

Ringdom's ports  m 20235
amounted to 334 milllon tonnes,
with 1213 million tonnes of
unboaded cargo and 215 milhon
tonnes of loaded cargo,

Jeddah Islamic Fort recorded
the highest unloaded cargo
viditme at 380 million tonnes,
while King Fahd Industrial Pori
in Yanbu had the highest loaded
cargo volume at B9.B million
fonnes.

Passenger  traflic  at  the
Ringdom's ports also rose by
1.5 percent in 2023, with over
1 million teavelers arviving and
departing. Jazan Port handled
the largest number of passen-
eers, totaling 484,508,

The report highlighted that
the number of cranes at Saucdl
poris reachyed 980 jn 2023, and
the total area of the Ringdom's
ports covered 104 sq. km, with
Ras Al-Khair Port being the
largest at 23 =q. km.

REPORT

huwait-
Japan
Irade
surplus
hits $543m

Mowr El-Shaerl Riyach

Ruwalts irade surplus  with
Jipan rose 15 percent vear o
year o TE0 Milion Japanese
yvien (25428 million) in August,
official data showed.

This marks the frst increase in
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two mwonths, driven by a surge
in Kuwaiti eRports o Japan,
according o a  preliminary
report by the Japanese Mimistry
of Finance.

The Gullmatiorn has maintained
a tracke surplus with Japan lor 16
years and seven months,

Ruwaitl exports to Japan grew
by L8 peroent in August to 884
billion ven, rebounding alter two

Imparts from
Japan ta the
Midizast rasa
by 12 8 pércant,
dirfven by higher

demand for cors
and mnshinery.
i rherasSF e

manths of declines. Meanwhile,
Kuwaill from  Japan
rose for the fourth conscecutive
month, mereasing by LB percent
to 215 billion ven.

In contrast, the Middle Easts
overall trade surplus with Japan
fell by 4.8 percent to 852.2 billion
ven in August, as exports from
the region dropped by 1 percenl
compared to the previous vear,

Lmpeorts

Shipments of oil, refined
products, guefied natural gas,
and other naturnl resources,
which sccount for 845 percent
of the reglon’s exporis to Japan,
declined by 2.3 percent,

Imports [rom Japan o the
Middle East, however, rose by
128 percent, driven by higher
demand for cars and machinery.

Japan, the world's third-largest
economy, Trecorded a  trade
deficit for the second consecu-
five month In August, totaling
G053 hallon yen. This was influ-
enced by the ongoing depre-
ciation of the ven, which has
continued to posh up the cost of
M poris.

Japan's exports mose 56
percend, supported by shipments
| semiiconductor manufne-
tunng equipmendt,

L% industrial production
surged in August as motor ve-
hicle manulacturing bounced
back after plummeting in
Tuly, the Federal Reserve said
of Tuesday, shortly before
kicking off a two-day meeting
an interest rates.

Total industrial cutput
exceeded expectations to rise
by 0.8 percent Last month
[rom a revised 0.8 decline 1n
Julv, the US central bank said
in a statement, pinning much
of the rise on “a recovery in
the index of motor vehicles
and parts.”

The index “oyped nearly
10 percent in August,” i
aclded. AFP

Japans exports rose at a much
slower-than-expected pace

i Adigruist and shipment vol-
umes contimoed to slide, data
showed, a sign that dowing
global demand was weigh-
ing on a fragibe cconomic
TCCOvVETY.

Japan is seeking to drive
sistainable economic
growlh, backed by higher
wignes and sofid consumpdtion,
though external risks from a
potential slowdown in the US
and a weak Chinese economy
arc clouding the outboolk.

Total exports rose 5.6 per-
CEN Vear an vear in August,
up for a ninth straight month,
clata showed. Reuters

Chart of
THE DAY

The leading courrtries
Tor Inetalled renewable

enargy in 2023 ware
China, the US, Brazil
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What Were Reading

FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

Slow Burn Entrepreneur

MICHAEL WEBER
In this step-by-step guide, Encdreads.com. Foocusing
Michas| Weber shares the on seff-development and
life hacks of successful sustainable prowth Is vital fior

antrapranaurs, showlng how
by Break rules for
maamum profit
and utilize rest and
reflaction to 1'.|_::ni'I!=

creativity, says a
review published on

SLOCESS 4% an antrapranaur—
‘Wabsar's tools, tactios,
and personal examples
help you do just that
Gain the confidenocea to
get your business off

the ground.

Interagt

Indonesia apex
bank delivers

23 bps rate cut

Indomnesia’s ceniral bank deliv-
eredd its first pate cut in more
Lham thres vears on Wednesday,
Pt o mose hours adwesd
of the widely expocted start of
the US Federal Reserve's easing
eyele ina hid to bodster growth.
Bank Indlonesin trimmed the
benchmark rate by 25 basgs
poirts to 6 pereent, s first rate
cut since Febrmoary 2008 Only
Joul of 33 econoanists peodled
by Reuters had predicted the
mave, while all the others ex-
pected rates to be helbd steady.
BT also cu the overnight de-
posit Bcility and lending Eacility
rates by the same amount to
5.25 percent and 675 percent,
respectively. Reuters

Real astate

Uk house
prices rise for
fifth month

British house prices rose by
an annual 2.2 percent in July,
the fifth monthly rise ina
row bul Lthe pace ol increase
cooded and was befow a
revised 2.7 percent increase
in the 12 months to June, the
OTiee for National Statistbes
=alcl on Wednesday.,

Thic ONS said house prices
in Lordon fell 0.4 percent.

But o change in British
consumer price inflation in
data published earlicr on
Wednesday prompied inves-
1ors 1o fFm expectatons il 3
cul in inferest rates. The ONS
also said its gauge of private
rents rose by B.4 percent in
the vear io August. Reutars

o Fallow #frub News Briefs all through the day BiirabNews
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Marketers who miss out on MENA
wll miss out on ot of the Diggest
consumer growilh stories of our decade.

Mark Penn

UFrg s @angd CEC, Srageal

.
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SENIOR LEADERSHIP

Sunil John to spearhead Stagwell growth in MENA

Stapwell, a challenger network
built to transform marketing. has
appointed Sunil John as sendor
adviser of Stapwell MENA.

Johm will head Stagwells forth-
coming MENA
heading growth and enhancing
collsboration among Il
AEENCles and partners,

He: will also develop new client
sodutions, wtilizing his cxten
sive regional network to support
bramds aiming for both regional
expansion and global reach,

Iohn, named the Best PR Proles-
sional m the Middlke East by
FHEWeek in 2023 and 20230, brings

cffice,  speEar-

rore than three descades of regaonal
expericnee. (o Stagwell, having
foundied ASDA'A BOW, the repion's
leacking PR consultancy, and been
instrmenital in shaping the public
refations landscape in the Arab
world, Dunng lus bme at ASDAA,
e lunched Proof Commuonica-
tsoms, a specialist digntal and design
firm; OnePoandl, an ESG advisory;
arl led the annual Arab Youth
sarvey, a groundbreaking thowsihi
leadership platform capturing the
[ and asparations ol e 00
million Arab yoarth

Additionally, as an advisory
boarnd member of the Dubai

[nternational Chamber sinoe July
20021, John has beon influential in
reinforcing Dubals status as a
global trade hub.

“Marketers who miss out on
MENA will miss oul on one ol
the bgggest consumer growth
afories ol ol
Mark Penn, chalrman and
CED, Sapwell "As we
focus on becoming more
comppetitive  internation-
ally, Sunils unparalleled
expertence in MENA and

decade™  said

Sunll John, sanior adviser.
Ftagwell MENA.

Wallan Trading opens
Renault showroom in Jeddah

Wallan  Trading Company,
the officiad  distribuator of the
French car brand Renault in
Sauch Arsbia, opened a new
showroom in Automall Jeddah,
Ring Abdulaziz Road. The
OPETENE CEre Moy Wies atterucded
by Jeroane Pannaid, managing
director of Renaull operations in
Africa, the Middle East and Asia
Pacihic, and Abdulaziz A-Wallan,
vice chairman of Waltlan Holding,
in addition to a selection of senlor

officials, industry leaders and
I!Ii'l:!iii I'II';JI't'!'iI'Ill.lll.lu | =y
Thi= HRepawll showroom  al

Autohall Jeddah features a range
of new Renault models, including
the new Renanlt Arkana, which
belongs o the compact -
purpese  coupe category.  In
addition, the showroom offers a
variety of models that are highly
popular among admirers of the
French automaker in the Sawdi
market, such as the wersatile
Henault Roleos, the modemn
sedan Renauli Megane, Renaulkt
Dister, and Renaull EXpress,

This new showroom in Jeddah
marks the first Renault Facility
in the westerm region of the
Ringdom under the Wallan
Trading umbrella. It follows
the opening of a state-of-the-
art center for the brand eartler
Lthis year in Rivadh, with further
showrooms and centers schedd-
ubed to open in key reglons acToss
the Ringdom.

Vice Chabman Al-Wallan saicd:
*The opening of a dedicated
Henault showrmoom m Jeddah

dercme Pennaued, managing
director of Renault in Africa, the
Middle East and Asia Pacific,
and Abdulaziz Al-Wallan, vice
ehairman of Wallan Halding,
Inaugurats tha rew showroam

under the umbiella of Wallan
Trading comes as part of the
company s cxpansion  strategy
following the announcement
of its strategic parinership with
the Renault Group in the Sawdi
market last year, 2005 as an

STRATEGIC EAFANSION

clfrcaal dastrbator of its products,
This aims o serve customers of
the French brand in Jeddah and
its surrounding areas, and to
rermain chose i them.”

He added: “We are working
through our expansion strategy
acToes The maln regions al the
Kingdom to highlight Renaalt’s
sipmificant industrial, innosva
tive, and technolosical capahbili-
ties, amd to offer a diverse
range of products and modern

models backed by the Lhalest

fies leadership are what Stagawell
nocds to decpen our presendce
and help our clients succeed in
this crucial market "

“1 am excited 1o joln Stagwell
arcel contrbate o jis |:|r|irE|_|r'
iechnology-drven  offering  in
the marketing  services
lndscape” sapl  John,
"The opportunity to
integrate my cxpen
ence, my love of
research and insighis,
amd  my  focus  on
digital  transformation
and technology  with
Stagwell's innovative

approgch will bring value to i
region that s one of the fastest
erowing in the world. As a
challenger network, 1 believe
stagwell will be the company that
creales signithcant impact For our
clients in the MENA region.”

John's appalniment comes al a
Lime when Stagwell 1= opening a
new chapter in the regyon after
recently anmouncing its intent
io acquire Consulom, a leading
government advisory firm that
specialines in sraleglc Comamn-
cations, public podicy and beader-
ship support in MENA and other
global markets.

-~
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FASTFACT

The new showroom in Jeddah
marks the first Renault Fm:ilitr

i the western region of the
Kingdom under the Wallan
Trading umbrella.

technologies  amd imnovative
services to the Sauwdl market.
Dy goal is 1o ensure a previum
WS R tisai
Behls our customers and the

E'JI.[:I-I'I'iI!':III'l!'

prestgious French brand.”

Wallan Trading Company, a
subsidiary of Wallan Holding,
ig ane of the oldest companies
in the 'I'ii|1|,1||.-:|r|1':-1 auiomokiye
sector. With more than 45 yvears
of expertence, It provides high-
cprialily 11|'-::-1|l|:|'|'-. and services
o s customers. In addition to
its parinership with Renauli,
the company represents magor
global  automobile  manufac-
furers such as Hyundal, Genesis,
Greely, amd Zeekr

Rimg Fahd University of Petro-
lcum and Minerals, in parimer-
ship with Johns Hopkins Arameo
Healthcare, recently hosted thels
matguril Summer Bood Camp
in Health amd Bioengineerng
Applicd Hesearch and Innowva-
tion. The event 1= m line with

RESEARCH AND INNOVATION

KFUPM, Johns Hopkins Aramco Healthcare host health & bioengineering boot camp

Saamdt Arabaa’s Vision 2000 and its
National Biotechnology Strategy.
Held from Ang. 11-15 the event
.|-II|'.|-:'I|'|.|:||||r-e'I||:|!||.-'-i-II'I||:||:I||'||:-:||:|I'-:.
inclhichng studenls, reseanchers,
sciemtists, and health professionals
from across the region, all cager
o engage n advanced research

techmioues and explore the lates
adhvancemenits in health and béoen-
gineering imnovation

This
.| comerstone ol

sl D represents
RFUFPM's
strategic translormation, empha-
sizing  mterdisciplinary  research

and  hands-on EXpeTence:  al

gl academic and professional
levels. Structured around  five
kew research areas, the program
proyiched with a
comprehensive journey  thiough
the applbed research prooess,
covering evervthing fom  idea
peneration  and  publication 1o

pearticiprants

mnovation amd commercializa
thom. Ower the course of five inten
give days, participants delved
RO CRTRCl Topics gich as baodaia
codlectson and analvsis, mamascripl
writing, amd the development
of bioengmeering  solutions  for
heathcare chalbergoes

Corporate
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Dyson unveils
National Day

gift guide

This Sands National Dy,
Dnvson hias curated a luxursous
eift puide commemorating
the nation™ 34th celebration
under the theme, “We Dream,
Wi Achieve” In line with the
Ringdom's rch culture and
cxiraordinary vision, Dyvson's
ponecring technology and
sophisticated designs will
clevate evervday cxperiences,
the company sakd.

From guich-drying hais
care salutions in sophisti-
cated colorways to newly
launched state-of-the-ari
headphones, Dvson offers
exceptional gifis to match
Ehe e stvle and passion
ol any Saudi national,

The viral Divson Adrstrait
is now available in the sleck,
himited-ecdition Onvx Blaclk
and Godd oodorway, The revo
luticnary straightener uses
ondy air, and no ot plates, (o
diry and stradghten hadr with-
ol canesing heat damage,

Security
Cybercriminals

target kids’
video games

The number of unigue uscrs
targeted by cybercriminals
using poguikar childrens
EAlnes as a lure sunged by 30
peroent in the frst six months
of 2024 compared (o H2
2023, according to Kaspersky
experis. Resenchers analyzed
eaming risks for yvoung play
ey, and discovered that maore
fhan VA2 000 users had been
Langeted by cvbercrimimnials,
Faspersky looked mto
thie threats disguised as
popular Kids" video games
and] araalvzed the period from
.r|:||]. 1. 20§ Juanee S0 024,
Throughout the regorted
perind, Raspersky security
solitions detected more Usan
6.6 milbon attemptod attacks,
where cybercriminals used
the brands of the kids' sames
a5 a lure

Smart Mobility

Dubai Civil Aviation
Authority takes
part in ITS event

The Dubad Civial Aviation
Authority is participating in
the 30th edition of the World
Congress and Exhibition

an Intelligent Transpsor
Systems, a global event i
the ficld of smart mobality
and digitization of transpor
tation. Organized by ERTTCO
anid hosted by the Roads

and Transport Authority of
ruabsal, the event runs from
Sepl. 15 1o 20 at Dubsl World

Trade Centie,



We afl want to repay the fans who have stayed with the F
franchise over the vears, and we promise that they will
see a4 much different Pungab Kings going forward.
Rloky Ponting Funjub Kings cosch
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PFL MENA 3

Al-Selawe banking

on edge in experience

MMA star takes on Omar El-Dafrawy of Egypt in Rivadh tomorrow

Arab Mews oo

When Jarrah "“The
Jordanlan Lion™ Al-
Selawe first burst onto

the Professional Fighters
League, he was already one
of the Middle East’s best
homegrown talents, and
was seen as a trallblazer,
opening doors for other

lighters rom the region

to reach a global platform
ke the I'FL.

On Friday, a worldwide audience

will gt bo see him in top-class MMA
action at PFL MENA 3 in Riyadh,
bui griting here has not been a
straighiforward ride for the welter-
welght fighter.

A two-division  champion  in
the Brave Combat Federation,
Al-5elawe was already a star on the
regionial circuit and planning o
become a household name on the
world stape. Early on, it kooked as if
b was well on his way, impressing
in the PFL Challengers Serles to
earn a spol on the leagues global
ToesieT,

With an opportunity at a millzon-
dollar purse during the 2002
PFL resular season, the Jonda-
mian star defeated UFC veteran
Gleison Tibau in his keague debut
and pul himsell in prime position
to make the playoffs. He lost o
Magomed Umalatov in his next
oufing, denying him a spol im the
postseason that vear, but he looked
a likely contender b vears to come.

The [ollowing =easom, a PFL
playodfs berth contimaed 1o elude
him as Al-Selawe suffered losses
in both his regular scason assign-
menis and it looked as if his days in
the SmartCage were done.

After a quick stint back in
Brave CF where he scored a

bounce-back win, the man who
was once seen as the blueprint for
Micdle Eastern stars to succeed in
the PFL is now back in the PFL
SmartCape and just two wins

Lr s
ALly) =
3

Werdwide sudience will get to sse Jarrah Al-Belawe In top-class MMA action at PFL MENA 3 In Riyadh, FFL

away from capturing PFL godd.

Al PFL. MENA 3 on Sept. 20,
Al-Selawe makes his postseason
debut when  he  faces  Omar
El-Dafrawy in the welterweighi

semifinal coemain event  al
Boubeward Riyadh City, with
the winner punching his tickel
into the maugural PFL MENA
Champéonshipea.

With his experience in the PFLs
million~tollar global towmament,
Al-Selawe hedieves that he has the
e over his Egyplian opponent,

"I've faced more skilled fighters
in the past, and I've beaten them,”
the 32-yvear-old said "I have a
bt of respect for Omar, and 1 am
not underestimating his abilities,
bul I have compdete confidence
in mysell and [ believe that my
experience makes victory more
within my reach”™

The significance of the moment s
nod lost on Al-Selawe — a champi-
onship win el be his tieket back

to the PFLs million-dollar regular
season, the way i helped, for
example, Dakota Ditcheva, who was
crowned PFL Europe Champion
ket seasom, andd is noaw on track for
a PFL Workd Chamysonshig

"“Winning the PFL MENA
Championship = whal every
fichtcr strives for, because it
means a0 muach for us to become
chaompions,” he said

Speaking of the PFLs global
tormamendt, Al-Selawe books back
i his difficull experiences there
as ways (o improve his game and
become an evien betier version of
hamself.

“I've wiorked hard during my
raining sessions 1o address  the
mistakes that 1 made during my
previous ghits,” he said, “Sinoe then,
I've developed my skills and focused
on every small detail in prepartion
For thas upcoming fighd.”

“I"'m looding to be at the highest
beved] that 1 can be, and with good
preparation, Iwill be able to clalm
victory. El-Dafrawy wonl be able
foclefeat mee.” he said.

PFL. MENA 3 will feature
semifinal bouts in the bantam-

welght, featherweight, lght-
weight  amd  welterweight
divisions.

FPOWERBOAT RACING

Team Abu Dhabi duo sel for baltle to
decide world powerboat title race

Arab Mews Pasa Da Regua
Partugal

Team Abu  Dhabi's Rashed
Al-Qemzi and Mansoor
Al-Mansoori are primed for a
tense climax to the UTM F2 World
Champiéonship in Portugal this
weekend, which could see cither
of them crowned world champion
o Samnday,

Four-time champéon and strong
frvorite Al-Qemz poes indo the
final round of the championship
at Vila Velha de Rodao holding
a =ix-point lead over Lithuania’s
Edgaras Kiablko, wiho is four points
ahead of Al-Mansoori in third
o thoa,

This means that secomd place
in the Grand Prix of Portugal 11
wounld be enough to clinch the title
for Al-Qemzl amnd take him into
the record books as the first-ever

Taam Aba
Dhabi's Rashod
Al-Qemzl s
favorite to
viin & record
fifth F2

live-time winner of the F2 crosm,
However, a repeal of  last
weckend's resalt, which  saw
Al-Mansoor win the penuliimate
ronind in Peso da Regua, would see
him installed as world champlon
for the first time shoukd Abu Dhabi
teammate Al-Qemzi finish fourth
for the second race in etght days.
While there s no question of

leam ofders gEving priotity 1o
efther of them, the two Emirati
drivers will be taking no unnec-
essary risks that could jeopardize
the arrival of an 18th workd title at
the Abu Diabi Marine Sports Clab
since Guido Cappellini became:
DI MANAETT NG Years ag.,
"We're teammates and friends,
bt we bath want to win the tithe,

HTGHLIGHT

Rashed Al-Qemzi aims
for place in record books
as teammate Mansoor
Al-Mansoori targets
first F2 world crown,

and we both know what we have
ta do” said Al-Qemd, who had
lready secured his fourth F2
iriumph before rounding: off Last
season with victory on the Taguas
river in Vila Velha de Rodac.

"The team will make sure both
boats are set up perfectly, as they
are for every race. Then it's up
i uk. It's also up to us not to do

anything that counld huart the team”

Al-Mansooris first target is o
aim for a second successbve pole
position on Saturday, “That can
mike a huge difference on Sunday,

bt it will be toaegh to-qualify first,
as it was last weekend, and all
season.” he sawd,

“It's the last rmace of the season
and apart from the top three, all
the other drivers will be Aghting

hard for a good start position, |
wani (o gel the best outl of myseld
and my boat. | can't do more than
that.”

Riabko hnished thied  last
Sunday in Peso da Regua, whene
he won the penuliimate roand last
geason, and b will be aimdng fora
third career victory in Portugal in
the hope that it will be enough to
secure the word title.

While the top three batile it oud
for F2 glory, Sweden's Mathilda
Wiberg,  Britain’s  Marthes
Palfreyman and  Frenchman
Nelson Morin are among a cluster

of drivers sl could still havea big
say in the championship decider.

Sport

Briefs

THE BEET OF THE REST

Cycling

Yan Aert to stay
at.Jumbo ‘forever’
with new deal

Former Tour de France stage
winner Waoul Van Aerl has
signed a contract extemnsion
with Jumbo-Lease a Bike un-
til he retires, the Dutch team
announced on Wednesday.

Belgian Van Aert, 340, has
also won miltiple one-day
races and helped teammate
Jonas Yinpgegaard to the 2023
Tour title since joining the
outfif in 2019 AFP

IPL
Ponting nameq

Punjab Kings
head coach

Former Australian skipper
Ricky Ponting was named
as the head coach of Punjab
Kings on Wednesday for
the next four seasons of the
money-spinning Indian Pre-
miber League tournament,

Pousting sakd he was
excited to take up the new
challenge.

*We all want to repay the
Fans who have staved with
the franchise over the vears,
and we promise that they
will see a much different
Purnjab Rings going lor-
ward.” he said, AFP

Fareweall, Toto

Ialian World
Cuapstriker
Schillaci dies at 59

Former laly striker Salvatore
Schillaci, a star of the 1R20
Waorld Cup on home soil, has
died at the age of 58, his formey
clubs Inter Milan and Juventus
sxid on Wednesday.,

Schillaci bed Maly to thelr
third-place fimixh in 1990,
winning the Goklen Boot
for his six goals during the
tournament, incheding in the
sermifinal againsd Argentin
and in thedr third-place viclory
over Englamd.,

“A [codball ion s keaving
us, a man whao has entered the
heart= ol [tabians and sports
fans around the world” Italy's
prime minister Giorgia Meloni
posted on X,

“Ralvatore Schillac], known
by evervone as Toto, the striker
from the magic nights of [talia
B0 with our natdonal team.”
Reuters

Follow Arnb News

0 Briafs all through the
day @ ArabMows
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Margot Robble's production company
LuckyChag will produce o mavie
based on the hit video game series
‘The §ims.' Gaming glant Electronic
Arts, whioh pubdishes the serles,
pnmounced it was working with
Amaugan MGM Sliedios on the film,

TheSix

Noon By Noor

Bahraini label Noon By Noor
uiveiled fes Spring Suammer 20025
ool bection during London Fashion

Week. Read oa for six insighis
alsonat the new e,

“Ray of Lighit’

Arab News Dubal
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Finally

British Moroccan model
ora Attal made a mark
al London Fashion Weelk,
walking in high-profile
shows such as Burberry,
Slmone Rocha and Nensl
Dojaka — all within a span
ol just two days.

The new collection is tithed
“Hay of Light™ amd draws
inspiration from the interplay
bBetween Hght and shadows.

Al the Burberry show, she
showveased a castial ensemble
Featuring light beige knee-length

shoris paired with a stripsed,
rollared button-down shirt thai

‘Hidden layers

Desgigrers Shaikha Noor Hashid
Al-Khalifa and Shaikha Haya was slightly tucked in at the
Mohamed Al-Khalifa “explored fromi. Over this, she sported a
how light can transform and reveal | muted olive green blazer with
hilclden Bvers within garments,” peslbeck-1up sheeves, Her oat it was
acoording to the show moles, complemented by a large, guilted
shoulder bag and matching beige
and cream-colored koafiers, the
latter of which were adormed
with sl st
Eritish designer Daniel Lee has
been steering Burbermy's creative
direction for the past two years

Artistic Inspiration with innovative flair. For women,
he reimagined the classic trench
The desipners said insparation coial into vartous forms including

wis sparked when they hung a
tulle dress against sunlight. “The
I we saw wins beautifil,
reminding us of carly Man Ray
photoeraphs and the more
modern work of Katerina Jebb™
Shaikha Noor sadd.,

a cropped facket, a halter cape or

Translucent Fabrics

The theme 15 reflected in the use

of transiucent fabrics and layered

textures that explore concepis of
heminatkon and depth.

CLOSE UP

Farahat.
Mara Attal kit For the Simone Rocha
the runway sivow, Atial donned an
for Burberry, ensemble that featured a
$M$i long-sleeved, sheer top
thiswesk,  Withafitted bodice.
Getty Inages Beneath this, a satiny

bBlack dress was visihle,
designed with a cinched waist,
The dress extended inta a
fowing skirt that daringly split
hizh on the thigh.

Meanwhile, the model stepped
catt on the Nensi Dojaka runway
in a form-Atting, short klack
dress. The design included an
asymmetrical neckline, with one
shoulder adorned with delicate,
muffled white fabric,

After wrapping up her appear-
anceg at London Fashlon Week,
the model headed to Milan o
partake in is fashion week
that started on Tuesday. She
Kicked ol her runway engage-
ments by walking [or Alberta
Ferretti, wearing a black strap-
less, figure-hugging mini dress
embellished with hbeadwork and

face detailing.

Layering Effect REVIEW
Linen tuxedos were paired with
long skirts and dresses werne
wiorn over other sarments to

create a layercd effect., Saffiys Ansne [nibn

MNetflin's “sov Georgina” ("1 Am
Georgina”) s back, and this tme
It expdores Argentine model
Genrging Rodrgues's e aller her
move be Saudi Arabia with partner
Cristiano Honaldo in 2023
The reality show dominated

the Metflix Top 10 in 46
coaanitrses after the release of
season two, One episode was sot
entircly in Dubai and showed

| thee Bairy Khalafa lie wp bor

Unigue Soundscape

Composer Uwe Doll created
a unigque scundscape for the
presentation al Londons
Sommersed House,

Hodriguez's 28th birthday,

The model-meets-Middle
Eastern-haxury formula seems to
be give the producers were Keen
to contimee, with fans taken ona
whirlwined tour of the Kingodom in
season three as Rodnguez and haer
family explore life in the country.

However, the high-end hotels
and stunning sesscapes are nter-
spersed with moments of real intro-
spection and fragility, which take
this program from stereodypical
reality TV termtory 1o something

u_

Season 3 hit Netflix on Sept. 18.

From L.ondon to Milan,

ora Attal dominates
fashion week

a parka with shoulders covered
in silk organza faux feather trims.
lavered over delicate dresses ar
skirts, blending eleginee with a
speortier, even military stvle.

For meen, the influence of
spartswear fishion was even
stronger, with kghtweight
materials and functional cuts,
giving rise to outhts of lowing
pants and tartan zip-up jackets,
palred with sneakers or loafers,

The colbection also gave
a noed to the resurgence of
Y2 R fashion, with bow-rise
trousers, caroos and capris
that end below the knee.

The show was attended
by Arab Azures including
Satich producer Moahmmsed
Al-Turki, Australia-borm
mdel Shanina Shaik — who
15 of Saudi, Pakistani amd
Lithuanian descent — amnd
Thad -haseesd iInfluencer Ol

OFFICE ROMANCE’

Jennifer
Lopez to star
in Nelflix
rom-com

Arab Mews Ducal

Jennifer Lopes is resdy o return
to MetHix wath her next feature
For the streamer, this time pairing
with two-time *Ted Lasso™ Emmy
winnet Brett Goldstedn for

the ramantic comedy “Office
Romanoe,” There was a hot
bidkiing war lor the featoure, which
Netflix won. Goldstein and Joe
Kelly are co-writing the rom-com,
according to a report from
Deaddbine.

Foth Lopez and Goldstein
recently had Olms premiere at
the: Toronto Film Festival, Lopez
was at TIFF with the sports
drama "Unstoppakble ™ about
champlonship wrestler

Anthony Robbes,

BONG JOON HO

‘Mickey 17 gels

Sirst trailer

Arab News [:hol

Erilsh actor Robert Pattinson 18
eilbedd over and over again in the
fArst trater for “Mickey 17" famed
South Rorean filmmaker Bong
Joon Ho's long avwaited mew [ilm
after his 2009 Academy Award
Best Picture winner “Parasite”™

In the film, Pattinson plays
Mickiey Barmes, 2 space
colonist known as an expend-
able. Expendables do the maost
dangerous jobs the colony has o
offer, and often die in the process,
onby o be brought back to life via
human printing technology,

The film is hased on Edwarnd
Ashion's 2022 novel “Michev 77
which centers on the seventh
Heration of Mickey Barnes., In
thie movie, that number has been
increased to 17,

Robert Pattinsan in Mickey 17

‘I Am Georgina,’ Season 3 — reality TV, Saudi style

altozether more inviting amd —
dare | say it? — heartwarming.
CUne of the most touching
aspects of the show s Rodriguez’s
relationship with her chibdren —
the couple have five, the eldest
off whom was bom o another
mather. The opening scenes of
the season show Rodriguesz's
warrving about, ancd pralsng, her
kids and il offers a new side 1o
the woman we are more uscd to
secing on Gshion bdillboards.
There are, thankfulky, no

engineered high-drama inter-
actions and although it does
somnetimes feed like a carefully
staped advertorial, there are
caidied cavight-on-camera
moments where Uhe stal seems
tense and nervous al public events.

sShe is also not one to shy away
from talking about her humble
roeds and betng homest about
the somet mes-taxing reality of
her life i the spotlight and whiat
it takes 1o be & poster girl for all
things glamour,



