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White Sands 
National 
Monu1nent 

e wor d's largest gyp
sum desert was created mil
lenniums ago when the min
eral was washed from the 
flanking San Andres Moun
tains, deposited in dry lake 
beds, and blown bv ·winds 
into duncs---a pro~ess still 
going on. Established in 
1933, 

-- .. , _._(-
Jilidteril,, 

( ower e t). To keep a way 
open for cars, employees 
spend countless hours grad
ing and scraping away the 
sugar-fine sand. · 

Surprisingly, the dtisert 
supports much plant life
yucca, squawbush, rnbbit
brush, cottonwood. Manv 
animals, including badge;, 
skunk, fox, rabbit, coyote, 
gopher, and kangaroo rat 
make cxcu~sions. into it. a 

WHITE SANDS 
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Elevations in feet 
l- .,::-:.--::..::_=_er-=.-.~~---.E"?-:c·.· .. Ao 

$ rATUTE MILES 
PAINTJN~ DY ~1Afl AHll~il NED M. S.f!DUJl 

\lAf' BY GUNA/1S J. HUIINS AND lfO zrnARnt 
GEO(;IU1Pllll.'. AHi ll1V1St0N 

(c) NATIONAi GFOGRAPHIC SOCIETY 

11111 National forests 

~ Indian reservation~ 

f'..:::J Military resurvations 

CPYRGHT 

Portales. 

LLANO 

F,STACADO 

fatum• 

ri;Jll§'} 

. ::t~,f;'fJ~\'""·· 
·~;~;, .. :J;.pyu,g 

,.. __ ,,,.r1,,, 

rl.!, Abandoned pueblos 

£. Other national monurnents 

A Sta.ta monuments 

Hobbs. 
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