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DESHORE

INVESTIGATUR TAMBASCU TODAY NOVEMBER

IM MIKE TARNBASCO WITH THE WORLD TRADE CENTER TASK

FORCE WE ARE DOING AN INTERVIEW WITH CAPTAIN

KARIN DESHORE OF BATTALION 46 INTO THE EVENTS OF

SEPTEMBER 11 AT THE WORLD TRADE CENTER INTERVIEW

TIME IS BEGINNING AT 0549 AM

CAPTAIN WOULD YOU BE GOOD ENOUGH TO TELL US

YOUR STORY

OKAY ON 11 01 REPORTED FOR DUTY AS

USUAL AT 0500 HOURS LIEUTENANT SPIRO YIORAS WAS SENT

FROM BATTALION 49 TO BE CONDITIONS 46 HE ARRIVED HERE

ROUGHLY AROUND 0615 HOURS MR KELLER WHO BECAME PART

OF THE PERSONS RESPONDING WITH ME ARRIVED FOR DUTY AT

0630 HOURS DONT KNOW THE EXACT TIME BUT WAS

SITTING BEHIND MY DESK WHEN MR KELLER CAME INTO MY

OFFICE AND TOLD ME THAT AN AIRPLANE HAD JUST HIT THE

WORLD TRADE CENTER

BECAUSE MR KELLER IS PRANKSTER TOLD HIM

TO LEAVE ME ALONE AND GET OUT OF MY OFFICE THEN HE

SAID TO ME IT WAS REALLY TRUE LOOKED AT HIS FACE

GOT UP AND SURE ENOUGH THERE WAS SMOKE COMING OUT OF

THE WORLD TRADE CENTER BUILDING WE HAD THE TELEVISION

IN OUR LUNCHROOM

THINKING IT WAS POSSIBLY ACCIDENT OF
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CE OR OUETIIIRIG HITTING THE WORLD TRADE CENTER

DID BECOME CONCERNED BUT AT TBAT TIME DIDNT HAVE

COMMAND CAR DIDNT RESPOND WHEN IT BECAME

APPARENT THAT COMMERCIAL AIRLINER HAD HIT THE WORLD

TRADE CENTER THE FIRST HIT CALLED LIEUTENANT YIORAS

IN FROM PATROL HE CAME HERE AND ANOTHER ONE OF MY

EMPLOYEES MR PRUE ALSO CALLED AND ASKED DID WANT

HIM TO COME IN SINCE HE LIVED RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER

AND ADVISED HIM COME ON IN WHEN LIEUTENANT YIORAS

ARRIVED LIEUTENANT YIORAS MYSELF AND MISTER EMT

KELLER WHO IS HERE ON RESTRICTED DUTY BUT STILL

FELT HE COULD RESPOND WITH ME IF IT WAS JUST AS

MATTER OF BEING MY AIDE OR CARRIER OR ASSIST AND MR

PRUE RESPONDED IN COMMAND CAR 825

IT IS MY RECOLLECTION THAT WE DROVE NORTHERN

BOULEVARD TO THE 59 STREET BRIDGE AT THE BEGINNING OF

THE 59 STREET BRIDGE THE SECOND AIRLINER HIT AND WE

WITNESSED IT MR KELLER LATER ON TOLD ME THAT WE WERE

STILL AT THE OFFICE HERE BUT REMEMBER IT HITTING

WHEN WE JUST HIT THE 59 STREET BRIDGE ON THE QUEENS

SIDE PEOPLE WERE JUST STANDING ON THE 59 STREET

BRIDGE IN TOTAL DISBELIEF NO TRAFFIC WAS MOVING

TRAFFIC AGENTS WERE TRYING TO CLEAR THE WAY TO GET US

OVER THE BRIDGE WE COULD SEE THE SMOKE COMING OUT OF
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THE BUTILDIRIG EXPLO YOU KNOW DARK UOKE GOIRTIFIG

OUT OF BOTH BUILDINGS

WE MADE IT OVER THE 59 STREET BRIDGE MADE

LEFT ON SECOND AVENUE AND WE TOOK THE REAR END OF

CARAVAN OF POLICE VEHICLES FIRE DEPARTMENT VEHICLES

BLACK CARS WITH SIRENS AND WE JUST FOLLOWED THEM

BECAUSE THERE WAS JUST NO OTHER OPENINGS PEOPLE WERE

STANDING EVERYWHERE ON SECOND AVENUE AND JUST LOOKING

BECAUSE YOU COULDNT SEE THE TWIN TOWERS BUT YOU COULD

SEE THE SMOKE COMING YOU KNOW ABOVE THE AREA

WAS NOT DRIVING LIEUTENANT YIORAS WAS

DRIVING AND SOMEWHERE WE MADE RIGHT TURN IN THE

MEANTIME NOTIFIED COMMUNICATION WAS TOLD TO SWITCH

TO CITYWIDE WHICH WE DID AND TOLD HIM WHO WAS ALL

RESPONDING AND WAS ADVISED THAT WAS CLEARED TO

RESPOND EVEN PRIOR TO THAT BECAUSE WE ALSO HEARD EMS

EMPLOYEES ON THE AIR ADVISING THAT THEY WERE ON THE

SCENE OF THE LOCATIONS AND THERE WERE NO SUPERVISORS

AND THEY DIDNT KNOW WHAT TO DO WHERE TO GO OR WHO TO

AWAIT

SO THEY WERE TOLD BY COMMUNICATIONS TO GO TO

VARIOUS STAGING AREAS WE WERE TOLD TO GO TO WEST AND

VESEY HAVE NO IDEA WHERE WEST AND VESEY IS AND WE

JUST KEPT FOLLOWING THE CARAVAN OF EMERGENCY VEHICLES
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WE ARRIVED ON THE WEST SIDE ARID BELIEVE IT EA WEST

AND VESEY WE COULDNT GO ANY FURTHER IT WAS IN

FRONT OF JUST PRIOR TO ONE OF THE TWIN TOWERS AND

BELIEVE IT IS NUMBER TWIN TOWER ALL RIGHT

JUST AS WE GOT THERE CHIEF CHARLIE WELLS WAS

THERE TRYING TO SET UP AN AREA WITH ALL OF THE

AMBULANCE CREWS THAT WERE JUST STANDING THERE AND

REALLY DIDNT HAVE ANYBODY TO GIVE THEM ANY

DIRECTIONS HE SAW LIEUTENANT YIORAS AND MYSELF AND HE

BASICALLY ASKED US TO KEEP IN TOUCH WITH HIM AND BE

PART OF HIS CONTINGENCY

MOST OF THE INDIVIDUALS THAT WERE THERE WERE

HATZOLAH VOLUNTEERS MAYBE AND TO BUS HAD ONE

FLUSHING PARAMEDIC UNIT AND REMEMBER IT WAS AL TOURO

ON THE PARAMEDIC UNIT WE ALSO HAD STUDENT THAT WAS

HIS FIRST DAY RIDING AS PARAMEDIC STUDENT HE OF

COURSE HAD NO HELMET HAD ANOTHER BLS UNIT FROM

FLUSHING DONT KNOW THEIR RADIO DESIGNATION BUT

THE TWO LADIES NAMES ARE JEN AND BONNIE AND REALLY

DIDNT KNOW THAT THEY WERE LADIES EITHER

LATER ON FOUND OUT REACT UNIT AND ONE OF

THE GENTLEMEN WAS ORLANDO RIVERA BELIEVE THEY WERE

TOLD BASICALLY TO RESPOND WITH MYSELF AND CHIEF WELLS

TO THE FURTHER PART OF THE WORLD TRADE CENTER
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BUTILDIRIG THE OUTTIIWE CARRIER OF BUTILDIRIG RIUTMBER

LEFT LIEUTENANT YIORAS IN CHARGE OF ALL THE

AMBULANCES HE WAS TO COLLECT THE KEYS AND AS THE

UNITS WOULD GET PATIENTS THEY WOULD COME BACK TO HIM

GET THE KEYS AND THEN RESPOND TO HOSPITAL AND THEN

COME BACK TO HIM OR WHATEVER THEY WERE TOLD TO DO

WAS WITH MR KELLER AND MR PRUE THIS IS FUNNY BUT

MR KELLER TOLD ME THAT LOOKED LIKE AN ASS AND TOLD

HIM IT WAS REALLY UNPROFESSIONAL FOR HIM TO SAY THAT

SAID TO HIM WHY WOULD YOU SAY THAT HE SAID TO ME

HAD MY HELMET ON BACKWARDS SO PUT MY HELMET ON THE

RIGHT WAY APPARENTLY WAS LITTLE EXCITED AT THAT

TIME BECAUSE WAS TRYING TO GET EVERYBODY AS CLOSE TO

THE WEST SIDE AS COULD BECAUSE OF THE FALLING DEBRIS

AND THE BODIES KEPT COMING DOWN

SPOKE WITH PARAMEDIC CHARL FROM FLUSHING

AND SAID TO HIM DID YOU SEE THAT HE SAID WHAT

SAID JUST LOOK UP TO YOUR LEFT HERE THE BODIES KEPT

COMING OUT OF BOTH BUILDINGS SOME OF THEM WERE ON

FIRE SOME OF THEM WERE MOVING OTHERS WERE NOT MOVING

AND THE WORST PART WAS AS THEY HIT THE GROUND THEY

WOULD GO LIKE SPLUSH SOUND YOU COULD JUST SEE THE

WHOLE BODY WOULD JUST DISINTEGRATE INTO PIECES AND

SPLATTER ALL OVER AND THE SOUND AND SAW COUPLE OF
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THEM DO THAT WA ERICUIGLI TO URTAKE ME TUIIE CUIT

TO THAT

BECAME MORE CONCERNED WITH EVERYBODY IN MY

CONTINGENCY NOT GETTING HIT BY FALLING DEBRIS HAD

THE REAR CHIEF WELLS HAD THE FRONT AND ALL THE

VOLUNTEERS WERE IN THE BACK WAS TRYING TO KEEP THEM

MOVING AND TRYING TO MOVE LEFT BECAUSE ONCE GOT THEM

OUT FROM UNDERNEATH THE BUILDINGS THEY WERENT GETTING

HIT BY BODIES BUT THE DEBRIS JUST KEPT COMING OUT AND

THE BILLOWING SMOKE AND AS PEOPLE KEPT POURING OUT OF

THE BUILDINGS THERE WAS TOTAL CHAOS THEY WERE COMING

IN OUR DIRECTION AND BEFORE WE COULD DO ANYTHING FOR

THEM THEY WOULD TURN AND THEY WOULD GO BACK IN

THERE WAS NO ORGANIZATION ANYBODY SAYING

HEY JUST KEEP GOING IN THIS DIRECTION PEOPLE JUST

WOULD NOT LISTEN TO ANY KIND OF ADVICE SUGGESTION OR

DEMAND YOU MADE OF THEM TO KEEP THEM SAFE MY CONCERN

AT THAT TIME WAS BASICALLY ALL OF THE VOLUNTEERS THAT

HAD WHO HAD NO HELMETS SO AS WE GOT OVER TO THE

FURTHEST END OF THE WORLD TRADE CENTER BUILDING WHICH

WAS NOW BUILDING NUMBER THE SOUTHWEST CORNER CHIEF

WELLS SAID TO ME KARIN GIVE ME ONE UNIT TO GO IN WITH

ME GO ON THE COMMAND FREQUENCY AND WHEN NEED

ANOTHER UNIT WILL CALL YOU THEN YOU KNOW THAT THE
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OTHER UTRILT IIA PATIENT ARID GONE BACK TO THEIR BU

WHICH AT THAT TIME FELT SAVED LOT OF LIVES INSTEAD

OF US JUST ALL GO INTO THE BUILDING HIS DECISION WAS

AN EXTREMELY WISE CHOICE

DIDNT KNOW THAT THE TWO PEOPLE CHOSE

WERE TWO LADIES THEY WERE JEN AND BONNIE BECAUSE THEY

WERE THE ONLY ONES WITH HELMET IN THE MEANTIME AM

YELLING TO GET EVERYBODY ELSE UNDERNEATH PEDESTRIAN

OVERPASS OVER THE STREET BECAUSE AGAIN THEY HAD NO

HELMETS AND THE DEBRIS THERE WAS NO LONGER DANGER OF

THEM GETTING HIT BY BODIES BUT THE DEBRIS WAS JUST

COMING DOWN IT WAS UNBELIEVABLE

CHARLIE WELLS MY LAST RECOLLECTION OF HIM

WAS GOING TOWARDS THE BUILDING AND BONNIE AND JEN

TOLD THEM TO FOLLOW CHIEF WELLS WITH THEIR HELMET ON

BUT THEY DIDNT HAVE LONG BOARD SO SAID TO LATER

ON FOUND OUT THEY WERE LADIES DONT YOU THINK YOU

SHOULD TAKE LONG BOARD WITH YOU AND THEY DIDNT HAVE

ONE SOMEBODY WENT AND GRABBED LONG BOARD FROM

SOMEPLACE AND THEY HAD THEIR STRETCHER UP THEY LAID IT

ON THE SIDE OF THE STRETCHER

AS THEY ARE WALKING NOW THEY ARE TRIPPING ON

THE STRAPS SO TOLD THEM AGAIN TOLD THEM THIS

IS NOT RIGHT YOU ARE GOING TO FALL AND HURT
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YOUTR YOUT WONT BE ABLE TO HELP ANYBODY ARID THEY

TOOK THE LONG BOARD AND PUT IT ON TOP MY LAST

RECOLLECTION WAS OF THEM GOING TOWARDS THE BUILDING

ASKED AT THAT TIME EVERYBODY ELSE WAS

WITH ME STILL AND KEPT PUSHING THEM BACK AND BACK AND

BACK BECAUSE SAID WHAT IS THIS SUBWAY AT THE END

OF THE OVERPASS BECAUSE THERE IS FIRE COMING OUT OF

THE GROUND DIDNT REALIZE THAT THAT WAS CAR

ALREADY ON FIRE OVER THERE

ALL THE AMBULANCES WERE PARKED RIGHT THERE IN

FRONT OF ME ALSO UNDERNEATH THE OVERPASS JUST NEATLY

PARKED TOWARDS THE BUILDINGS ALL OF THEM THERE MUST

HAVE BEEN AT LEAST TWO ROWS OF AMBULANCES MAYBE 10 OF

THEM OF COURSE CARS PARKED EVERYWHERE ELSE

APPARENTLY MY LAST RECOLLECTION LIKE SAID

WAS CHIEF WELLS AND THE TWO LADIES GOING TOWARDS THE

BUILDING DIDNT KNOW THAT CHIEF WELLS MADE IT OUT

OF THE BUILDING AND APPARENTLY MY DELAYING THEIR

ENTERING THE BUILDING JEN AND BONNIE MIGHT HAVE SAVED

THEM ALL BECAUSE THEY ALSO SURVIVED MY BACK WAS

TOWARDS THE BUILDING TRYING TO PUSH EVERYBODY UP

GRASSY HILL WAS THERE AND UP UNDERNEATH THAT OVERPASS

WHEN SOMEBODY JUST SIMPLY SHOUTED AND HAVE NO IDEA

WHO IT WAS ITS BLOWING
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HAD RIO CLUE WHAT WA GOING ON NEVER

TURNED AROUND BECAUSE SOUND CAME FROM SOMEWHERE THAT

NEVER HEARD BEFORE SOME PEOPLE COMPARED IT WITH AN

AIRPLANE IT WAS THE WORST SOUND OF ROLLING SOUND

NOT THUNDER CANT EXPLAIN IT WHAT IT WAS ALL

KNOW IS AND FORCE STARTED TO COME HIT ME IN MY

BACK CANT EXPLAIN IT YOU HAD TO BE THERE ALL

KNOW IS HAD TO RUN BECAUSE THOUGHT THERE WAS AN

EXPLOSION

RAN ABOUT 10 12 FEET UP THIS LITTLE GRASSY

HILL AND BY THEN THIS FORCE AND THIS SOUND CAUGHT UP

WITH ME ALREADY THREW MYSELF BEHIND THE LAST

SUPPORT COLUMN OF THE PEDESTRIAN OVERPASS IT BECAME

PITCH DARK THE SOUND GOT WORSE THE FORCE JUST KEPT

PASSING ME AT TIMES THOUGHT IT WAS LIKE AN ORANGE

LIGHT MAYBE COMING PAST ME

WAS UNAWARE WHAT WAS HAPPENING THOUGHT

IT WAS JUST MAJOR EXPLOSION DIDNT KNOW THE

BUILDING WAS COLLAPSING WAS SITTING WITH MY LEFT

SIDE TOWARDS THE SUPPORT BEAM TOTAL DARKNESS TOTAL

NOISE FELT BEYOND ALONE FELT DESOLATED FELT

LIKE ALL COULD SAY WAS PEOPLE THINK ABOUT THEIR

FAMILIES AND WHATEVER ALL KEPT SAYING TO MYSELF

WITHIN ME DONT WANT TO DIE DONT WANT TO DIE
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DON WANT TO DIE

CANT TELL YOU HOW LONG IT WAS BEFORE IT

DIED DOWN JUST FELT LIKE THE DARKNESS THE

LONELINESS AND BEING ALONE WAS THE WORST THING EVER

EXPERIENCED IN MY LIFE AND NOT BEING ABLE TO BREATHE

THERE WAS NO AIR WHATEVER THIS EXPLOSION WAS SIMPLY

SUCKED ALL THE OXYGEN OUT OF THE AIR YOU COULDNT

BREATHE AND THE FEELING OF SUFFOCATION CANT EXPLAIN

NO FURTHER ON THAT

DONT KNOW HOW LONG IT TOOK ALL OF

SUDDEN IT WAS ALL OVER AND THE SILENCE SET IN NOBODY

CRIED NOBODY TALKED NOBODY MADE SOUND THERE WAS

NOTHING ABSOLUTELY NOTHING YOU COULD OPEN YOUR

EYES IT WAS PITCH BLACK BREATHING BECAME LITTLE

BIT EASIER BUT JUST SAT THERE DIDNT KNOW WHAT

WAS HAPPENING AND JUST SAT THERE AGAIN CANT

GIVE YOU TIME PERIODS MINUTES SECONDS OR HOWEVER

LONG IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN

SOMEHOW OVER MY RIGHT SHOULDER HEAR THIS

MALE VOICE IS THERE ANYBODY OUT THERE DIDNT

KNOW AT FIRST SHOULD ANSWER SHOULD NOT ANSWER

THEN JUST SAID IM OVER HERE PLEASE DONT LEAVE ME

THE MAN SAID IM OVER HERE CANT SEE THATS WHEN

OPENED MY EYES SAID CANT SEE EITHER HE SAID



12

DESHORE

OKAY IM GOING TO TALK SAID IM GOING TO TALK ARID

WE WILL FIND EACH OTHER THATS EXACTLY WHAT WE DID

WE FOUND EACH OTHER WE KEPT TALKING TO EACH OTHER

WE FOUND EACH OTHER NOBODY ELSE ANSWERED NOBODY ELSE

SAID WORD WAS UNAWARE THAT THERE WERE PEOPLE FROM

MY UNIT LAYING ALL AROUND ME THEY DESCRIBED IT LATER

ON WHERE THEY WERE

HAD POLICE VAN IN FRONT OF ME ABOUT

FEET THAT REMEMBER BEING THERE SAW PICTURE

LATER ON IT WAS TOTALLY DESTROYED TWO FEET TO MY

RIGHT THERE WAS AN OVERTURNED CAR WHICH SAW LATER ON

THE PICTURES ALSO HAD STEEL BEAMS ALL AROUND ME

LIKE SAID FOUND THIS GENTLEMAN AND WE

HELD ONTO EACH OTHER LIKE LITTLE KIDS BY THEN WE WERE

COUGHING VOMITING SPITTING IT WAS JUST WE WERE

TRYING TO BREATHE IT WAS TOTAL DARKNESS WE COULDNT

SEE ANYTHING BEHIND US AT ALL WE FOUND ABOUT OR

MORE PEOPLE AND WE HELD ONTO EACH OTHER LIKE LITTLE

KIDS WE WALKED AS FOUND OUT LATER ON TOWARDS THE

WATER SINCE DIDNT KNOW ANY OF THE LOCATION

DIDNT KNOW THERE WAS MARINA WE JUST WALKED IN

DIRECTION WHERE WE COULD WALK WE HELD ONTO EACH

OTHER WE WERE ALL COUGHING VOMITING SOME OF US

FELL DOWN WE WOULD PICK EACH OTHER UP THERE MIGHT
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HAVE BEEN OF BY NOW THERE WERE DEAD BODIES

LAYING EVERYWHERE OBVIOUS SIGNS OF DEATH

HAD NO AMBULANCES HAD NO MEDICAL

EQUIPMENT WE HAD NOTHING JUST THE WAY WE WERE

THATS WHAT WE HAD TOWARDS OUR AS WE KEPT WALKING

DOWN STREET HAVE NO IDEA WHAT STREET IT WAS

HALFWAY DOWN THAT STREET TWO LADIES CAME OUT OF

BUILDING THEY BROUGHT US SOME WATER WE STARTED TO

RINSE OUR MOUTHS OUT AND WE STARTED TO AT LEAST

KNOW IRRIGATED MY EYES BECAUSE HAD WHATEVER IT WAS

IN MY EYES AND THAT MADE IT EVEN WORSE NOW

APPARENTLY CREATED MUD IN MY EYES AS WAS TOLD LATER

ON WE HAD GRANULATED CEMENT AND JET FUEL MIXTURE ALL

OVER OUR UNIFORMS AND OUR BODIES

IT JUST GOT WORSE WE NOW PICKED UP

FIREMAN THAT WAS SEVERELY SEVERELY INJURED HAD SOME

FEMALE POLICE OFFICERS THAT HAD SEVERE CUTS AND

LACERATIONS AND PEOPLE WERE JUST BLEEDING BY NOW MAYBE

10 OF US WE WERE JUST DIDNT HAVE ANY OBVIOUS

SIGNS OF INJURIES THAT COULD SEE ON MYSELF BUT OTHER

PEOPLE WERE BLEEDING

WE WENT INTO THIS LOCATION OF BUSINESS WHERE

THE LADIES CAME OUT AND FOUND OUT IT WAS DISTRIBUTION

PLACE FOR NAPKINS AND TABLE CLOTHS FOR RESTAURANTS WE
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THEIR RIAPKIRI TO BANDAGE PEOPLE UP SOMEBODY

FOUND LONG BOARD AND WE PUT THE INJURED FIREMAN ON

HE WAS SEVERELY INJURED BLEEDING FROM THE REAR OF HIS

NECK OR OCCIPITAL AREA IN THE BACK OF HIS HEAD

POLICE OFFICERS NOW CAME IN AGAIN MAYBE BY

NOW WE WERE 12 THINKING WAS FIRE DEPARTMENT AND HAD

THE FIRE DEPARTMENT HELMET ON WAS CHOSEN TO RUN THE

OUTFIT THERE BECAUSE KEPT TELLING THEM BRING ALL THE

WOUNDED IN HERE THAT YOU CAN FIND WE STARTED

BANDAGING THEM UP AND SO ON THE OFFICER SAID DO YOU

HAVE ANY AMBULANCES SAID HAVE NOTHING WE HAD NO

EQUIPMENT WHATSOEVER

SOMEBODY APPARENTLY FOUND SOME FACE MASKS AND

WE ATTEMPTED TO PUT THEM ON BUT THEY HINDERED US FROM

BREATHING EVEN MORE AND WE JUST COULDNT BREATHE IT

BECAME LITTLE LIGHTER OUT BY NOW IT WAS GRAYISH

THE OFFICER SAW THAT THERE WAS LITTLE MARINA THEY

WENT ACROSS THERE TO TRY TO GET THE BOATS THAT WERE

DOCKED THERE STARTED AND THEY COULDNT

AFTER BANDAGED EVERYBODY UP AND EVERYBODY

WAS SORT OF CALM IN THE LOCATION LIKE SAID MAYBE

10 12 PEOPLE NOW NOW ALSO HAD TWO ELDERLY FEMALES

THAT WERE PART OF THAT BUSINESS THERE SO WE HAD

MAYBE 12 INDIVIDUALS WENT OUTSIDE TO SEE WHAT
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COULD DO WHEN AW THE ECONID BUILDING OF THE WORLD

TRADE CENTER STILL UNBEKNOWN TO ME THE FIRST ONE HAD

COLLAPSED

SOMEWHERE AROUND THE MIDDLE OF THE WORLD

TRADE CENTER THERE WAS THIS ORANGE AND RED FLASH

COMING OUT INITIALLY IT WAS JUST ONE FLASH THEN

THIS FLASH JUST KEPT POPPING ALL THE WAY AROUND THE

BUILDING AND THAT BUILDING HAD STARTED TO EXPLODE THE

POPPING SOUND AND WITH EACH POPPING SOUND IT WAS

INITIALLY AN ORANGE AND THEN RED FLASH CAME OUT OF

THE BUILDING AND THEN IT WOULD JUST GO ALL AROUND THE

BUILDING ON BOTH SIDES AS FAR AS COULD SEE THESE

POPPING SOUNDS AND THE EXPLOSIONS WERE GETTING BIGGER

GOING BOTH UP AND DOWN AND THEN ALL AROUND THE

BUILDING

WENT INSIDE AND TOLD EVERYBODY THAT THE

OTHER BUILDING OR THERE WAS AN EXPLOSION OCCURRING UP

THERE AND SAID THINK WE HAVE ANOTHER MAJOR

EXPLOSION DONT KNOW IF WE ARE ALL GOING TO BE SAFE

HERE TOLD THEM CANT FORCE YOU BUT DONT KNOW

IF WE ARE GOING TO BE SAFE HERE IM GOING TO TRY TO

GET AS FAR AWAY FROM THIS BUILDING AS POSSIBLE

UNBEKNOWN TO ME HALF BLOCK DOWN WAS THE WATER

NOW WE ARE PICKING UP THIS INJURED FIREMAN
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IT TOOK TO CARRY HIM WE ARE PICKING UP ALL THE

INJURED WE TOOK THE TWO ELDERLY LADIES FROM THE

BUILDING WITH US AND NOW 10 12 OF US 14 OF US ARE

GOING OUT OF THE BUILDING AND FURTHER DOWN ONLY TO GET

DOWN TO THE WATER

DOWN AT THE WATER WAS ONE EMS PERSON SAW

HIS FIRE DEPARTMENT UNIFORM WITH HIS HANDS OVER HIS

EARS YELLING CANT FIND MY PARTNER HAS ANYBODY SEEN

MY PARTNER AND HE IS JUST RUNNING BACK AND FORTH HE

WOULDNT STAND STILL LONG ENOUGH FOR ME TO EVEN SPEAK

WITH HIM HAD ANOTHER EMS PERSON LATER ON FOUND

OUT HE IS FROM BATTALION 20 HIS NAME IS KEMP THE LAST

NAME IS KEMP THERE WERE TWO LADIES THERE THAT

APPARENTLY HAD BEEN JOGGING UP AND DOWN THIS EAST RIVER

OR WEST RIVER WHATEVER YOU WANT TO CALL IT AND THEY

WERE IN LITTLE JOGGING SHORTS JOGGING IN CIRCLES YOU

COULDNT STOP THEM TRIED TO STOP THEM TRIED TO

FIND OUT IF THEY WERE INJURED OR ANYTHING COULDNT

STOP THEM

SO HERE THESE EXPLOSIONS ARE GETTING BIGGER

AND LOUDER AND BIGGER AND LOUDER AND TOLD EVERYBODY

IF THIS BUILDING TOTALLY EXPLODES STILL UNAWARE THAT

THE OTHER BUILDING HAD COLLAPSED IM GOING IN THE

WATER SAID CAN SWIM IM TAKING SOMEBODY WITH ME
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ARID HOLD THEM BECAU IT WA MAYBE FOOT DROP

JUST THEN SMALL JERSEY BOAT IT WAS JERSEY

POLICE OFFICERS AS THOUGHT ENTERED THIS LITTLE

MARINA BY THEN THE DARKNESS HAD TURNED TO GRAY AND

THERE WAS LIGHT ON THE OTHER SIDE BUT YOU COULDNT

MAKE OUT THAT LIGHT MAYBE BECAUSE MY EYES WERE THAT

BAD COULDNT SEE THAT GOOD BUT THERE WAS LIGHT AND

THE BOAT CAME IN DONT RECALL THAT HAD TO GO DOWN

SOME STAIRS TO GET TO THAT BOAT SAW THAT LATER ON

WHEN WENT TO VISIT THE SITE ABOUT MONTH LATER

WE WENT DOWN WE CARRIED EVERYBODY DOWN THE

ELDERLY LADIES GOT ON THE FIREMAN WAS PUT ON BOARD

AND THE POLICE OFFICERS AND THE EMS PERSON MAYBE 10

12 14 PEOPLE GOT ON THE BOAT HAD NOT GOT ON THE

BOAT YET THERE WERE OFFICERS TWO OFFICERS AND ONE

SERGEANT WHAT THOUGHT WAS SERGEANT AS IM

STANDING AT THE DOOR TO THE BOAT THE SERGEANT YELLS AT

ME AND PARDON ME FOR MY LANGUAGE WHAT THE FUCK ARE YOU

GOING TO DO NOW ARE YOU GOING TO COME OR NOT IM

STILL STANDING THERE TRYING TO FIGURE OUT WHAT MY NEXT

MOVE SHOULD BE WHEN THE SAME SERGEANT SAYS FUCKING

SHIT ITS COMING AT US AND THATS QUOTE

AGAIN DIDNT SEE WHAT WAS HAPPENING BEHIND

ME BUT KNOWING OF ALL THE EXPLOSIONS THOUGHT HERE
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WA ANOTHER EXP1O COMING ARID THILI OUTNID AGAIN ARID

THIS WAVE OF THIS FORCE AGAIN JUST JUMPED ON THE

BOAT CLOSED THE DOOR WITH MY LEFT HAND AND JUST SANK

DOWN TO MY KNEES HERE WHATEVER IT WAS JUST CAME RIGHT

AT US AGAIN THE SERGEANT IS YELLING AT THE ONE

OFFICER THE SECOND OFFICER WAS IN THE BACK WITH SOME

OF THE PEOPLE THAT HAD BEEN IN THE BACK OF THE BOAT

HAD NO CLUE WHAT WAS GOING ON BACK THERE THE SERGEANT

IS YELLING AT THE SECOND OFFICER GET THE FUCK OUT OF

HERE GET THE FUCK OUT OF HERE IM SORRY FOR USING

THAT WORD REPEATEDLY THE POOR GUY BEHIND THE STEERING

WHEEL IS SAYING CANT GO ANY PLACE WE ARE TIED ON

THAT IS ABOUT WHAT SAVED OUR LIVES BECAUSE

THIS FORCE CAME AT US AND HIT US WITH EVERYTHING THE

BOAT WAS ATTEMPTING TO OVERTURN AND IT KEPT HITTING IN

THE BACK AGAINST THE PIER AGAIN WAS JUST BY

THEN WAS RESIGNED TO DIE DIDNT MIND DYING

BECAUSE WAS WITH OTHER PEOPLE YOU KNOW AND THE GUY

BEHIND THE STEERING WHEEL JUST SANK TO HIS KNEE AND THE

SERGEANT JUST STOOD AT THE OTHER DOOR HAVE NO CLUE

HOW LONG THAT LASTED WAS MY BACK WAS TOWARDS IT

AND AS IM SITTING IN THIS CORNER THERE WAS JUST

RESIGNED THIS IS IT IT CANT HAPPEN TO ME SECOND

TIME WE WERE THIS TIME WAS DIFFERENCE WE WERE
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CAPABLE OF BREATHING ARID WA WITH SOMEBODY

WHEN AGAIN DONT KNOW HOW THE WINDOW

DIDNT GET BROKEN OR HOW THE BOAT WASNT OVERTURNED

NOTHING HAPPENED REALLY BUT WHEN ALL OF IT QUIETED

DOWN AGAIN THE SERGEANT OPENED THE DOOR AND HE GOT OUT

AND HE UNTIED THE BOAT AND BY THE TIME THIS STARCHED

INDIVIDUAL WITH THE STARCHED UNIFORM CAME IN HE WAS

COVERED WITH EVERYTHING HE TOLD US THIS GUY WHO

OFFICER WHO FINALLY GOT OFF THE FLOOR JUST GET THE

FUCK OUT OF HERE NOW HE SAID CANT SEE WHERE IM

GOING HE SAID JUST TURN THE BOAT TO THE LEFT AND

EVERY TIME YOU HIT SOMETHING TURN IT TO THE LEFT AND

TURN IT TO THE LEFT AND TURN IT TO THE LEFT TILL YOU

GET OUT IN THE OPEN WATER AND WHEN YOU GET OUT JUST

KEEP GOING THATS EXACTLY WHAT THIS OFFICER DID

AS WE FINALLY GOT OUT OF THIS SMALL OPENING

OF THAT MARINA YOU COULD SEE THE LIGHT IN NEW JERSEY

BECAUSE HE APPARENTLY WAS BY THEN WAS GOING IN THAT

DIRECTION GOT UP FROM THERE BECAUSE APPEARED TO

BE IN THE WAY GOT UP FROM THERE AND WENT DOWN

INTO THAT SMALL CABIN THAT WAS DOWN THERE AND HE WAS

THEY APPARENTLY HAD TAKEN THROWN THE FIREMAN AND

LONG BOARD DOWN INTO THAT CABIN THE FIREMAN HAD COME

OFF THE LONG BOARD AND WAS JUST LAYING THERE HE WAS
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TI11 BLEEDING PROFU
WENT DOWN THERE AND STRAIGHTENED OUT HIS

LEG THE LONG BOARD WAS LAYING HALF WAY GOING UP THE

STAIRS AND PEOPLE WERE JUST SITTING AND HANGING THERE

AND BY THEN THEY HAD GOTTEN BACK ON TO THE TOP OF THE

BOAT AND THE BACK STRAIGHTENED OUT HIS LEG AND

SORRY HE HAD ALL THE STUFF COMING OUT OF HIS POCKETS

AND SAID TO HIM IM GOING TO EMPTY OUT YOUR POCKETS

BECAUSE YOU GOT THEY LOOKED LIKE HOSE CONNECTIONS

METAL AND EVERYTHING IN HIS POCKETS AND HIS TURNOUT

COAT AND TOOK EVERYTHING OUT AND THREW IT TO MY

RIGHT THERE WAS LIKE BENCH OR AN AREA THERE

JUST THREW IT HE STILL HAD HIS HELMET ON HE WAS

LAYING IN HIS OWN BLOOD AND HE SAYS TO ME JUST IM ALL

RIGHT MY NAME IS BOB SO SAID TO HIM MY NAME IS

KARIN AND WE JUST HELD HANDS SO WE JUST HELD HANDS

TILL WE GOT OVER TO JERSEY

WHEN WE GOT OVER TO JERSEY THEY TOLD ME TO

GET THE HELL OUT OF THE AREA AND SAID CANT GET UP

RIGHT NOW JUST COULDNT GET UP DIDNT HAVE THE

STRENGTH TO GET UP THEY CAME AND GOT BOB AND THEY PUT

HIM ON THE LONG BOARD SAW THEM TURN HIM OVER TO MY

SIDE THEY PUT THE LONG BOARD AND THE OF THEM GOT

BOB UP AND STILL COULDNT GET UP THEY CAME AND THEY
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PIIY STOOD ME UP COULDNT GET UP DID WALK

UP THOSE ABOUT STAIRS UP AND GOT TO THE TOP OF THE

BOAT AND THEY WERENT READY FOR US IN JERSEY

WE WERE THE FIRST BOAT TO GET OVER THERE

THERE WAS NOBODY THERE THE COPS KEPT YELLING THERE

WERE COPS THERE THE COPS KEPT YELLING JUST GIVE HIM

YOUR HAND GIVE HIM YOUR HAND PUT YOUR FOOT UP CAN

HEAR ALL OF THIS COULDNT REACT KNOW DIDNT

DO IT BUT COULD HEAR THEM SOMEBODY FINALLY TOOK MY

RIGHT HAND AND GAVE IT TO SOMEBODY AND THEY TOOK ONE OF

MY LEGS AND THEY PUT IT UP THERE AND GAVE IT TO

SOMEBODY MEAN THEY PUT IT UP AND THEY PULLED ME UP

AND THEY PUSHED ME UP THEN SOMEBODY CAME AND JUST

ASSISTED ME AND THEY PUT SOME SHEETS OVER ON THE PIER

AND THEY PUT ME RIGHT THERE DONT KNOW WHAT

HAPPENED TO ANYBODY ELSE THEY STARTED COMING IN

MEDICAL TEAMS AND DONT KNOW WHAT HAPPENED TO BOB

SO WE WERE JUST LAYING THERE AND AGAIN THEY

GAVE US WATER AND THEY IRRIGATED OUR EYES AND IT JUST

MADE IT WORSE BY THEN WE WERE VOMITING SOME OF US

WERE VOMITING BLOOD AND SO ON BUT APPEARED TO BE ONE

OF THE BETTER ONES OFF BECAUSE THEY HAD TRIAGE TAGS

AND STARTED MAKING OUT TRIAGE TAGS AND PUTTING IT ON

EVERYBODY JUST THEIR NAMES AND LADDER COMPANY OR
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ENGINE ARID EMS ARID CIVI1IANI ARID MADE TRIAGE TAGS UP

FOR EVERYBODY

MAYBE 45 MINUTES TO AN HOUR LATER THEY GOT

NOT AMBULANCES BUT SOME VANS TO TAKE US TO JERSEY CITY

MEDICAL CENTER OF US WHEN WE GOT THERE THEY HAD

JUST SET UP SOME KIND OF AN AUDITORIUM OR WHATEVER

THEY TOOK US INTO THE AUDITORIUM AND THEY PROCEEDED TO

TREAT US WITH GOT ALBUTEROL TREATMENTS AND GOT

AN INJECTION THEY GOT AN OPHTHALMOLOGIST AND THEY

CLEANED OUT MY EYES AND MY EARS WERE JUST DONT

KNOW COULDNT EVEN HEAR ANY MORE PROBABLY FROM ALL

THE NOISE

MY PROBLEM WAS REFUSED TO GIVE UP MY

HELMET WOULD NOT SURRENDER MY HELMET BECAUSE

DIDNT KNOW WHEN THE NEXT THING WAS GOING TO COME

SOMEBODY DROPPED AN OXYGEN TANK AND OF US HIT THE

DECK MEAN JUST GOT OUT OF THAT WHEELCHAIR AND

THREW MY SELF ON THE GROUND LOOKING FOR SOMEPLACE TO

HIDE CAN REMEMBER THAT

BUT THE MOST UNBELIEVABLE THING IS THAT WHEN

LOOKED DOWN MY RIGHT FOOT HAD NO SOCK ON FOUND

MY SOCK IN MY POCKET TO THE BEST OF MY RECOLLECTION

AS CHILD WAS ALWAYS TOLD BY MY GRANDMOTHER IF YOU

EVER HAVE TO JUMP IN THE WATER TAKE YOUR SHOES AND
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OCK OFF BECAU IT WILL PULL YOU DOWN THINK IN

ANTICIPATION OF JUMPING IN THE WATER STARTED TAKING

MY SHOES AND SOCKS OFF AND THEN SAW THE BOAT COME AND

PUT MY SHOE BACK ON THATS THE BEST CAN REMEMBER

AFTER TREATMENT WE WERE TAKEN UP TO

CONFERENCE ROOM WHERE THEY HAD GATHERED ALL FIRE PD

AND EMS PEOPLE SAW SOME REALLY TRAUMATIZED

INDIVIDUALS BY THEN HAD THIS ONLY SURVIVOR

SYNDROME HADNT HEARD SEEN OR ANYBODY FROM MY

UNIT MY FEELING OF SENDING CHARLIE WELLS AND THOSE

TWO LADIES INTO THAT BUILDING BECAUSE BY THEN PEOPLE

SAID THAT BOTH BUILDINGS HAD COLLAPSED AND HAD

FIGURED THAT EVERYBODY WAS IN THERE IT JUST TOOK

TOTAL MENTAL TOLL ON ME UNTIL MAYBE SOMETIME IN THE

AFTERNOON AROUND OCLOCK AL TOURO WAS BROUGHT IN

THE PARAMEDIC FROM FLUSHING

WE SAW EACH OTHER AND WE JUST STOOD THERE AND

WE HUGGED AND WE CRIED WE JUST CRIED HAD BEEN

UNABLE TO GET ANY KIND OF MESSAGE TO MY FAMILY BECAUSE

THE PHONES WERE OUT MY HUSBAND WORKS OVER AT

BATTALION 47 IN THE ROCKAWAYS THE LAST TRANSMISSION

FROM ME WAS THAT HAD LOST ALL OF MY PEOPLE THAT

WAS WITH INDIVIDUALS AND WAS TRYING TO EVACUATE

THEM AFTER THAT THERE WAS NO MORE TRANSMISSION EVEN
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THAT APPARENTLY DIDNT GET TLIROUTGLI TO PEOPLE

LIEUTENANT GLEESON HERE WENT TO THE COMMAND

CENTER HERE HE INITIALLY HAD ME DECLARED MISSING

THEN MISSING AND POSSIBLY DEAD AND THEN DEFINITELY

CONFIRMED PASSED AWAY THAT OF COURSE REACHED MY

FAMILY AND THEY HAD VERY HARD TIME TRYING TO FIGURE

OUT WHAT HAD HAPPENED

MY HUSBAND LEFT WORK THAT EVENING AT

OCLOCK AFTER DOING 12 HOURS TOURS HE IMMEDIATELY

CAUSED AN ACCIDENT AND TOTALLED THE CAR HE HAD TO BE

PICKED UP BY ONE OF MY CHILDREN DANIELLE AND SHE

BROUGHT HIM HERE AND THAT WAS ABOUT 830 OCLOCK

THAT EVENING WHEN REACHED THEM FOR THE FIRST TIME AND

TOLD THEM WAS ALIVE

BY 10 OCLOCK THAT NIGHT MINISTER FROM

JERSEY GOT BUS FROM SOMEWHERE AND BECAUSE THE CITY

WAS CLOSED DOWN WE GOT AN ESCORT FROM THE JERSEY CITY

POLICE AND WE WERE ALL BROUGHT BACK TO SOMEWHERE IN NEW

YORK WHERE WE WANTED TO GO REACHED HERE AT 1030

THAT NIGHT THAT WAS FOR THE FIRST TIME MY FAMILY

REALLY KNEW THAT WAS ALL RIGHT

WE WERE ALLOWED TO TAKE SHOWERS AT THE

MEDICAL CENTER BECAUSE BY 200 IN THE AFTERNOON ALL

THAT SOOT THAT WAS COVERING US HAD CREATED TOTAL RASH
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ITUTATIORI THINK STOOD UNDER THAT IIOWER FOR

DONT EVEN KNOW HOW LONG BUT COULDNT GET IT OFF

FOUND DEBRIS INSIDE MY CLOTHES THAT WAS JUST

UNBELIEVABLE HOW IT GOT THERE IT JUST CANT BE

EXPLAINED MY UNIFORM WAS TOTALLY GRAY IT WAS

COVERED WITH SOOT THAT CANT EXPLAIN WHAT IT EVEN

WAS MY VISOR ON MY HELMET WAS CRACKED BUT THINK

WAS ONE OF THE BETTER ONES THAT GOT AWAY AS FAR AS

INJURY WAS CONCERNED

IM ALIVE ANYTHING ELSE CAN TELL YOU

QUITE STORY QUITE AN EXPERIENCE

WELL IT HASNT LEFT ME YES PEOPLE CAME

HERE TO GIVE US COUNSELING AFTER WHILE WHILE

FELT THEY HAD THE BEST OF INTENTIONS AFTER WHILE

JUST SIMPLY HAD TO TELL THEM PLEASE DONT COME HERE NO

MORE BECAUSE IF YOU COME HERE AND YOU SIT LIKE YOU ARE

SITTING ACROSS FROM ME AT THE DESK AND ASK ME ONE MORE

TIME HOW DO YOU FEEL DO YOU WANT TO TALK ABOUT IT

WILL GO OFF THE DEEP END

THE ONLY PEOPLE WANT TO TALK TO IS THE

PEOPLE THAT WERE THERE WITH ME WHAT HAS REALLY HELPED

ME WAS TO KNOW THAT NOBODY IN MY UNIT GOT KILLED OR

SERIOUSLY INJURED THE MOST THEY HAD WERE FRACTURES

RABBI BIRNHACK CONFIRMED THAT ALL THE HATZOLAH
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VO1UTRITEER UTRVIVED SPOKE TO ALL OF THE OTHER

PEOPLE THAT WERE WITH ME AND THEY ALL SURVIVED WAS

SO GRATEFUL THAT CHARLIE WELLS SURVIVED HE WAS THE

FIRST ONE FROM MY UNIT INTO THAT BUILDING

HAVE PROBLEM WITH THE WHOLE SITUATION

STILL WISH THE FIRE DEPARTMENT WOULD COME AROUND

WITH PROFESSIONALS AND NOT PEOPLE THAT ARE FROM LOCAL

COUNSELING SERVICE OR WHATEVER EXCUSE ME FOR

MOMENT MY CONCERN REALLY WAS THAT NO ONE FROM THE

FIRE DEPARTMENT MADE ANY KIND OF EFFORT TO EVEN FIND

OUT HOW WE WERE DOING DIDNT GET PHONE CALL

DIDNT SEE MY CHIEF UNTIL SATURDAY WEEK AFTER THAT

WHICH IS 10 DAYS LATER

EVEN RECEIVED PHONE CALL FROM MR VELEZ

THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF ELMHURST HOSPITAL AT MY HOME

BUT NO ONE FROM EMS CONTACTED ME TO FIND OUT HOW WAS

DOING THERE WAS GREAT CONCERN HERE ABOUT SOME OTHER

PEOPLE WHICH AFTER HAD GONE THROUGH ALL THE PROBLEMS

HAD TO HANDLE BECAUSE AGAIN NOBODY WAS AVAILABLE TO

HANDLE ANYTHING AT THE FACILITY HERE CONCERNING THE

OTHER INDIVIDUALS THAT HAD GONE THROUGH THIS TRAUMA

TO THIS DAY HAVE NOT BEEN ASKED DO NEED

ANY COUNSELINGS FROM SOME CERTIFIED PEOPLE OR DO WISH

TO PARTICIPATE IN COUNSELINGS WITH GROUP ELMHURST
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HO IIA OFFERED ME COUTRI ERVICE WHICH

WILL ACCEPT BUT FEEL MORE OF AN EFFORT SHOULD HAVE

BEEN MADE BY THE FIRE DEPARTMENT OR THE EMS COMMAND TO

ASSIST US THAT WENT THROUGH THIS

ANYTHING ELSE CAN HELP YOU WITH

NO MAAM UNLESS YOU HAVE ANYTHING ELSE THAT

YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADD

IM RETIRING

MAY SAY CONGRATULATIONS ON THAT

THANK YOU

INVESTIGATOR TAMBASCO THANK YOU FOR YOUR

INTERVIEW CAPTAIN THIS INTERVIEW CONCLUDES AT

0633 AM
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