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CHARLES

MR ECCLESTON TODAYS DATE IS JANUARY 23RD

2002 THE TIME IS 2112 HOURS AND MY NAME IS

CHRISTOPHER ECCIESTON OF THE NEW YORK CITY FIRE

DEPARTMENT WORLD TRADE CENTER TASK FORCE AM

CONDUCTING AN INTERVIEW WITH THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUAL

PLEASE STATE YOUR NAME

JASON CHARLES

YOUR RANK

EMT

SHIELD

5114

AND YOUR ASSIGNED BATTALION

13

MR CHARLES WERE YOU ASSIGNED TO THE WORLD

TRADE CENTER DISASTER

NO WASNT

DID YOU RESPOND TO THE WORLD TRADE CENTER

DISASTER ON 911

YES DID

IN YOUR OWN WORDS COULD YOU PLEASE TELL ME

ABOUT THE EVENTS OF THE DAY

YES

WE GOT TO MADISON



CHARLES

AND 28TH STREET WHEN WE SAW ME AND MY SON SAW BLACK

SMOKE HAD THOUGHT IT WAS JUST REGULAR STRUCTURAL

FIRE SO TOLD MY SON LISTEN LETS MY SON MIND

YOU IS ONLY THREE YEARS OLD SAID LETS GO CHECK

OUT THIS FIRE SO WE START WALKING DOWN THE BLOCK AND

WE GET UP TO FIFTH AVE AND LADY WALKS UP TO ME AND

SAYS PLANE HIT THE TRADE CENTER AND LOOKED AT HER

LIKE SHE WAS CRAZY SAID IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN

HELICOPTER NOT PLANE SO KEPT WALKING GOT TO

BROADWAY AND NOW COULD SEE THE SMOKE JUST TRAVELING

EAST OVER THE CITY AND ANOTHER GUY WALKED UP TO US AND

SAID PLANE HIT THE TOWERS SO SPEEDED UP MY

WALKING TO SIXTH AVE PUT MY SON ON BIKE AND WE GOT

TO SIXTH AVE AND SAW THE GIANT HOLE IN TOWER

AS IM STARING AT THE HOLE IN TOWER

WALKED ACROSS THE STREET ACROSS SIXTH AVE TO THE WEST

SIDE OF SIXTH AVENUE TO SEE TOWER AND AT THE TIME

TOWER WAS INTACT IT WASNT TOUCHED YET LOOKED

DOWN AT MY SON AND REPEATED TO HIM COULDNT BELIEVE

WHAT WAS GOING ON AND TOLD HIM OH MY GOD AND

HEARD PEOPLE CALLING OH MY GOD LOOK LOOK AND AS

LOOKED UP THE SECOND PLANE HIT THE SECOND TOWER AND

THERE WAS HUMONGOUS FIREBALL ROLLING UP THE SIDE OF

THE BUILDING WHAT DELAYED REACTION HEARD WAS THE
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SOUND ITSELF THE EXPLOSION ITSELF

SO LOOKED BACK DOWN AT ANY SON AND SAID

INAUDIBLE BABY WE HAVE TO GO HOME THINKING TO

MYSELF JESUS THEYRE GOING TO NEED EVERY LAST EMS

PERSONNEL IN THE CITY TO GO DOWN SO HESITANTLY

SCRAMBLED ALONG THE STREET AT ONE POINT LOST MY SON

FOR MAYBE MINUTE AND LOOKED FOR HIM AND THEN

FOUND HIM GOT HIM BACK ON THE BIKE WE RODE BACK

ACROSS THE STREET STARTED DIALING NUMBERS TO CALL

MY BROTHER MY WIFE AT THE TIME ME AND HER WERE

BROKEN UP SO WE WERE JUST GETTING BACK TOGETHER SO

STARTED LOOKING FOR ANYBODY TO CALL TO TAKE MY SON

SO REMEMBERED THE BABY SITTER SO SHOOT

BACK DOWN 28TH STREET OVER TO SECOND AND THIRD TAKING

MY TIME MAKING SURE DIDNT GET INTO AN ACCIDENT WITH

MY SON SO IT TOOK ME PROBABLY ABOUT TEN MINUTES FROM

SIXTH AVE TO SECOND AND THIRD WITH MY SON WE GET

UPSTAIRS KNOCK ON THE BABY SITTERS DOOR AND SHE

IMMEDIATELY TAKES MY SON OUT OF MY HANDS SHE DOESNT

EVEN ASK ME WHATS GOING ON SO SHE TAKES MY SON AND

GIVE HER SOMETHING ELSE HAD ON MY BIKE AND SHE GOES

YOU GOING DOWN THERE GO YEAH SHE GOES YOU WANT TO

LOOK OUT MY WINDOW TOLD HER NO IM GOING TO GET

BETTER VIEW
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AS IM WAITING FOR THE ELEVATOR FOR SOME

REASON THE ELEVATORS BROKE DOWN BOTH OF THEM SO NOW

IM WAITING ANOTHER FIVE TEN MINUTES FOR THE ELEVATORS

AND IM LIKE GETTING MORE AND MORE FRUSTRATED AS IM

WAITING FOR THE ELEVATORS AND THEN SAID SCREW IT

THREW THE BIKE ON MY BACK AND RAN DOWN LI FLIGHTS OF

STEPS GOT DOWNSTAIRS JUMPED ON MY BIKE GOT

MYSELF TOGETHER CHECKED THE GEARS OF MY BIKE MADE

SURE HAD AIR IN MY TIRES AND THEN TOOK OFF

TOOK OFF TO 27TH STREET BECAUSE YOU CAN CUT

THROUGH THE BLOCKS BETWEEN THE BUILDINGS AND TOOK

OFF 27TH STREET MADE LEFT CUT DOWN TOWARDS SECOND

AND THEN MADE QUICK RIGHT GOING TOWARDS THE TRADE

CENTER IM RIDING ON THE CURB AND SEE FIRE TRUCK

TO MY LEFT AND SPEED UP PEDDLING AND JUMP OFF THE

CURB NEXT TO THE FIRE TRUCK LANDING PROBABLY ABOUT

FOOT AWAY FROM THE TRUCK FIREFIGHTER ON THE TRUCK

LOOKS AT ME AND HES LIKE HOLY YOU KNOW LIKE HE

COULDNT BELIEVE IT AND NOW IM RIDING NEXT TO THE

FIRE TRUCK SPEEDING DOWN SECOND AVE WHICH IS SLIGHT

DOWNHILL DIDNT EVEN GET THE ENGINE NUMBER IT WAS

AN ENGINE TRUCK BUT DIDNT GET THE ENGINE NUMBER

SO IM RACING DOWN SECOND AVE WITH ALL THE

EMERGENCY VEHICLES LIKE FOLLOWING BEHIND FIRE
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TRUCK COME UP ONTO STATION WAGON CUT MY

BRAKES AND JUST MISSED THE STATION WAGON ALMOST

GETTING PINNED BETWEEN BUS SO NOW IM FLYING YOU

KNOW SQUEEZED JUST BETWEEN BUS AND STATION WAGON

TO PULL OFF TO THE LEFT AGAIN TO ALMOST GET HIT BY AN

ESU TRUCK SO NOW AT THIS POINT IM PASSING Z3RD

STREET AND THE SPACE BECOMES TIGHT BETWEEN ANOTHER BUS

AND VAN AND BARELY SQUEEZED THROUGH THAT AND IM

FLYING DOWN THE STREET DOWN SECOND AVE AND NOW IM

PASSING THE POLICE ACADEMY WHICH THINK IS ON 21ST

STREET 21ST STREET BETWEEN SECOND AND THIRD AND SEE

COP STANDING WITH THE BARRICADES NEXT TO THE

BARRICADE AND HES LOOKING LIKE HE WANTS TO GO HES

LIKE YOU KNOW HE LOOKED LIKE HE WAS ALL AMPED AS IM

PASSING HIM HE JUST WANTED TO IT WAS LIKE HE

WANTED TO JUMP IN THE NEXT VEHICLE AND GO

SO KEEP RACING DOWN THERE GET TO ABOUT

BETH ISRAEL HOSPITAL DONT KNOW IF ITS 16TH STREET

15TH STREET AND START TO LOSE ALL MY ENERGY THE

FIRST WAVE OF EMERGENCY VEHICLES HAD LEFT ME AT ABOUT

15TH STREET KEPT PEDALING STOPPED AT 14TH

STREET BECAUSE OF THE LIGHT WASNT ABOUT TO GET HIT

BY ANOTHER BUS GOING CROSSTOWN SO START PEDDLING

AGAIN AS THE LIGHT TURNS GREEN AND START PICKING UP
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MY SPEED LITTLE BIT AND THEN HEAR SECOND WAVE OF

EMERGENCY VEHICLES COMING AND THEY GAVE ME THE SECOND

ADRENALINE RUSH SO STARTED RACING WITH THEM AND IM

RACING ALONGSIDE OF THE ESU TRUCK FOR GOOD BLOCK AND

THEN THE STREETS JUST OPENED UP AND THEY START GOING

AND THE AMBULANCES START PASSING ME THINK THREE

FDNY AMBULANCES AND METRO CARE AMBULANCE PASSED ME

AND THEN THE REST OF THEM WERE COP CARS FIRE TRUCKS

AND GUESS BATTALION CHIEF FIRE DIVISION

SUBURBAN

SO GET TO HOUSTON SECOND AVENUE NOW TURNS

INTO CHRISTIE STREET AND JUMP BACK ONTO CURB AND

AT THAT POINT ALL OF THE SECOND WAVE OF EMERGENCY

VEHICLES LEFT ME AND IM FLYING DOWN THE STREET AND

JUMP OFF CURB AGAIN LANDING NEXT TO MINIVAN WHICH

JUST MISSED OR IT MISSED ME AND AS IM COMING DOWN

THE STREET IM NOT SURE IF ITS EAST BROADWAY THAT

CROSSES CHRISTIE STREET BUT THIRD WAVE OF EMERGENCY

VEHICLES COME DOWN AND COULD HEAR THEM AT LEAST THREE

OR FOUR BLOCKS BEHIND ME THEY START PASSING ME AND

START RUSHING WITH THEM AND THEY GAVE ME THIRD

ADRENALINE RUSH

IM RUSHING WITH THEM AND WE ALL GET TO CANAL

STREET WHERE EVERYBODY CAME TO STOP BECAUSE IM
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NOT SURE IF ITS LADDER OR ENGINE WAS COMING OFF

THE BROOKLYN BRIDGE IT PROBABLY WASNT LADDER BUT

THERE WAS ANOTHER LADDER TRUCK COMING OFF THE MANHATTAN

BRIDGE AND EVERYBODY STOPPED TO LET THEM GO AND THEN

WAVED ON THE OTHER EMERGENCY VEHICLES WHO WERE BEHIND

ME TO GO AHEAD OF ME AND THEY ALL FLEW DOWN CANAL

STREET FOR BLOCK AND HUNG RIGHT ON DONT KNOW

WHAT STREET IT WAS BUT KNOW THAT WHEN WENT

BEHIND THEM AS RIDE BEHIND THEM NOW WERE IN

CHINATOWN AS RIDE BEHIND THEM GUESS THEY WERE

LIKE SPECIAL FORCES FROM THE COURTS OR THE FBI

BUILDING IN THAT AREA FEDERAL COPS OR WHATEVER

JUMPED IN FRONT OF ME AND YELLED AT HIM EMS EMS AND

HE JUMPED OUT OF MY WAY AND KEPT RIDING

AT THIS POINT NOW IM PASSING BEHIND THE

COURTS GOT BEHIND THE COURTS AND GO UNDERNEATH

LIKE THE BROOKLYN BRIDGE OVERHEADS AND PULL UP ON

THINK ITS READE STREET RIGHT NEXT TO CITY HALL AND

THEN SEE BOTH THE TOWERS SMOKING LIKE CHIMNEYS

MEAN IT WAS LIKE THE WORST SIGHT IN THE WORLD AS

PULLED UP ONTO THINK IT WAS IM NOT SURE WHAT

STREET BUT IT WASNT READE STREET IM NOT SURE WHAT

STREET BUT IT WAS RIGHT NEXT TO CITY HALL SAW ONE

PERSON FALL OUT THE BUILDING AS KEEP RIDING LOOK
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OVER TO MY LEFT AND THERES JUST CROWD OF PEOPLE

STARING LIKE THEY COULDNT BELIEVE IT AND IM STARING

AT THEM AND THEYRE STARING AT THE TOWERS SEE

DETECTIVES AND FBI AGENTS RUNNING AROUND THE STREET

LIKE THEY DIDNT KNOW WHAT TO DO WHAT WAS GOING ON

SO HAD MY ID OUT PRIOR TO THAT BECAUSE

WAS TRYING TO FLAG DOWN VEHICLE AS WAS RACING DOWN

SECOND AVE TO STOP MEAN KNEW THEY WASNT GOING

TO STOP BUT IF THEY DID GOOD WOULD HAVE JUMPED IN

WITH THEM BUT NOBODY STOPPED SO HAD MY ID OUT

PRIOR TO THAT AND WAS FLASHING ALL THE DETECTIVES AND

FBI AGENTS AND THEYRE JUST WAVING ME THROUGH

GET TO BROADWAY BROADWAY AND THINK ITS

VESEY AND SLAM ON MY BRAKES BECAUSE LADY CUTS IN

FRONT OF ME NOW AT THAT POINT JUST STARTED LIKE

LIGHTLY RIDING TO LOOK FOR LIEUTENANT AN EMS

LIEUTENANT AND RAN INTO AN EMS LIEUTENANT ABOUT ONCE

GOT TO DEY AND BROADWAY SO IDENTIFIED MYSELF AS

AN EMS OFF DUTY AND SHE WAS LIKE GOOD WERE SETTING

UP TRIAGE THEY SET UP TRIAGE BETWEEN DEY AND THE NEXT

STREET NORTH OF DEY SOUTH OF DEY SORRY SO SHE

STARTS SETTING UP TRIAGE AND TOLD HER WAS GOING TO

BE BACK WAS GOING TO LOCK MY BIKE UP LOCKED MY

BIKE UP ON DEY BETWEEN BROADWAY AND FULTON AND GO
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BACK AND STARTED TRIAGING PATIENTS HAD NO TRIAGE

TAGS IN MY HAND SO THEY HAD ALREADY HAD THE TRIAGE

TAGS ARRIVING SO STARTED ASKING QUESTIONS YOU KNOW

HAD NO ACRS NEITHER SO STARTED ASKING THEM

QUESTIONS ABOUT THEIR HISTORY IF THEY HAD ASTHMA

HISTORY OR WHATEVER

THEN RAN INTO ANOTHER EMS GUY WHO HAD

BIKE WAS SIDETRACKED BY HIM HE ASKED ME WHERE DID

LOCK MY BIKE UP AND TOLD HIM OVER HERE TOOK

OVER TO WHERE MY BIKE WAS ME AND HIM CHAINED OUR

BIKES UP TOGETHER WE WENT BACK OVER THERE AND WE

STARTED TRIAGING MORE PATIENTS RAN INTO ONE PATIENT

WHO SAID SHE WAS HAVING AN ASTHMA ATTACK NOW AT THAT

POINT HAD WENT OVER TO METRO CARE BUS TO ASK IF

THEY HAD ANY ALBUTEROL THEY DIDNT HAVE ANY FOR

WHATEVER REASON SO THEN WENT REMEMBERED WHERE

MY LIEUTENANT WENT THE LIEUTENANT RAN INTO

SORRY THINK SHE WAS FROM BATTALION RAN OVER

TO FULTON AND CHURCH STREET WHERE THERE WAS ANOTHER

TRIAGE CENTER SET RIGHT IN FRONT OF THE TOWERS IN

FRONT OF THE MILLENIUM HOTEL ACROSS THE STREET FROM THE

TOWERS

AT THAT POINT RUN DOWN FULTON STREET AND

PA COP PORT AUTHORITY COP STOPS ME AND FLASH MY ID
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AND HES GIVING ME FLACK ABOUT YOU KNOW YOURE NOT

GOING DOWN HERE IM LIKE LISTEN IVE GOT AN ASTHMA

PATIENT OVER THERE ON BROADWAY HES LIKE NO YOU

AINT GOING DOWN THERE SHES NOT GETTING ALBUTEROL

TODAY WAS LIKE ALL RIGHT YOU KNOW RUDY CHARLES

RUDY CHARLES IS PORT AUTHORITY COP MY FATHER HE

GOES NO NOT TODAY SO CAN SEE HE WAS JUST BEING

DIFFICULT

SO RAN BACK OVER TO BROADWAY AND RAN INTO

FIREFIGHTER NAMED FIREFIGHTER ANDERSON IF IM NOT

MISTAKEN HES AN IC FOR THE FIRE CADETS THE FIRE

CADET PROGRAM USED TO BE FIRE CADET THATS HOW

KNEW HIM HE GAVE ME TURNOUT COAT TO WEAR BECAUSE

NEEDED TO BE IDENTIFIED AS CITY WORKER SO HE GAVE

ME THE TURNOUT COAT AND RAN BACK OVER TO AND HE

WAS STANDING ON DEY AND BROADWAY RAN BACK OVER TO

FULTON AND CHURCH AND THE PA COP WAS STILL STANDING

THERE AND HE RUNS OVER TO ME AND TELL HIM YOU KNOW

STAY THE FUCK OVER THERE AND HES LIKE ALL RIGHT THE

FBI IS GOING TO STOP ME SO AS IM WALKING BY HIM THE

FBI COPS LOOKED THE FBI AGENTS SORRY THEYRE

LOOKING AT ME AND THEYRE LIKE YOU KNOW THEY JUST

LOOKED AT ME AND JUST LET ME GO THROUGH

SO GET OVER TO THE LIEUTENANT HE WAS
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TALKING TO CHIEF AND CAPTAIN DIDNT GET THEIR

NAMES THE CHIEF HAD AN EAGLE ON HIS COLLAR SO THIS

WAS DEPUTY SO NOW ASKED THE LIEUTENANT WAS THERE

ANY ALBUTEROL SHE SAYS GO CHECK THE AMBULANCE OVER

THERE DIDNT GET THE AMBULANCE UNIT OR THE BUS

NUMBER THERE WERE TWO EMTS WORKING ON SEVERE BURN

PATIENT IT LOOKED LIKE 30 PERCENT OF HIS BODY WAS

BURNED AND THEY WERE WORKING ON HIM JUMPED ON THE

BUS AND ASKED FOR ALBUTEROL AND THE GUY TURNED

AROUND AND HE GAVE ME ALBUTEROL AND NEBULIZER

SO TAKE THE ALBUTEROL AND THE NEBULIZER AND

RUN BACK OVER TO DEY AND BROADWAY WHERE THE OTHER

TRIAGE CENTER WAS GET OVER THERE METRO CARE FOUND

THEIR ALBUTEROL OKAY SO AFTER ALL THAT RUNNING

AROUND HATZOLAH COMES THEYRE COMING IN AND NOW THEY

HAVE NINE EMTS AND THINK TWO PARAMEDICS HAD TOLD

THEM WE NEED AT LEAST THREE OF YOUR GUYS OVER AT CHURCH

AND FULTON BECAUSE THERES ONLY TWO EMTS THERE THE

CAPTAIN THE LIEUTENANT AND THE CHIEF AND HES LIKE

NO WERE GOING TO KEEP THEM HERE BECAUSE EVERYBODY IS

COMING HERE WAS LIKE GUY THERES MORE PEOPLE

COMING OUT OF THAT BUILDING GOING TO THAT TRIAGE CENTER

THAN THOSE TWO EMTS CAN HANDLE THREE SORRY IT

WAS THREE EMTS THERE HES LIKE NO WAS LIKE
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LISTEN RIGHT NOW NEED YOUR HELP DONT NEED YOU

TO GIVE ME YOUR WHATS THAT CALLED

SARCASM

NO SUPERIOR COMPLEX AND HE WAS LIKE ALL

RIGHT ALL RIGHT SO THEN SAID ILL BE RIGHT BACK

AND THEN RAN BACK OVER TO THE LIEUTENANT ON FULTON

AND DEY MEAN FULTON AND CHURCH AND GET OVER

THERE AND IM LIKE LIEUTENANT WE GOT TRIAGE CENTER

THAT HAS TOO MANY CHIEFS AND NO INDIANS WE NEED

SOMEBODY WITH STATUS TO GO OVER THERE AND LET THEM KNOW

WHATS GOING ON SO SHES LIKE OKAY AND SHE SENDS AN

EMT OVER THERE THINK HE WAS MEDIC IM NOT EVEN

SURE BUT THIS GUY REMEMBER WHITE GUY ABOUT MY

HEIGHT 51O 511 HE HAD SHADES ON AT THE TIME

SPIKY HAIR THINK HES FROM BATTALION TOO HE

WALKED OVER TO DEY AND CHURCH HE STARTED TO CUT UP

DEY TO GO TO CHURCH WHICH IS RIGHT NEXT TO THE CENTURY

21 STORE

SO NOW GUESS SAW HIM CUTTING UP THERE

SO NOW MADE THE DECISION THAT WAS GOING TO GO INTO

THE BUILDINGS AND START HELPING EVERYBODY ELSE OUT

BECAUSE SAW THE FIREFIGHTERS STANDING OVER THERE

CARRYING PEOPLE OUT AND THERE WERE LOT OF EMTS OVER

THERE WHO WERENT FDNY THEY WERE LIKE GUESS FROM
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BRONX MEAN LIKE BROOKLYN AND QUEENS SO THEY WERE

THERE AND THEY HAD LIKE EMT ON THE TAPE ON THEIR SHIRT

AND THEY WERE LIKE HELPING PEOPLE OUT STARTED TO

HEAD TOWARDS THE BUILDING AND THESE TWO EMT FEMALES

THEY HAD THIS HEAVYSET LADY THEY WERE WALKING HER

OVER TO THE TRIAGE CENTER SO SHE GETS OVER TO THE

TRIAGE CENTER AND SHE SEES ME AND LIEUTENANT AND

DECIDES THAT SHE WANTS TO PASS OUT SO ALL RIGHT SHE

PASSES OUT ON THE GROUND SO STARTED TO WALK PAST

HER BECAUSE IM LIKE WELL THEY GOT HER THEN SAW

THAT THE LIEUTENANT AND THE TWO EMS FEMALES WERE HAVING

PROBLEM LIFTING HER UP SO TOLD THE TWO EMS LADIES

TO MOVE AND ME AND THE LIEUTENANT PICKED HER UP

GRABBED HER AND THE LIEUTENANT PICKED HER UP BY THE

LEGS AND WE START WALKING OVER SLOWLY TO THE CURB AND

THEN HEARD AN EXPLOSION FROM UP FROM UP ABOVE AND

FROZE AND WAS LIKE OH SHIT IM DEAD BECAUSE

THOUGHT DEBRIS WAS GOING TO HIT ME IN THE HEAD AND THAT

WAS IT

THEN EVERYBODY STOPS AND LOOKS AT THE

BUILDING AND THEN THEY TAKE OFF THE LIEUTENANT

DROPPED HER LEGS AND RAN THE TRIAGE CENTER EVERYBODY

WHO WAS SITTING THERE HURT AND OH YOU KNOW HELP ME

THEY GOT UP AND EVERYBODY TOGETHER GOT UP AND RAN
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LOOKED AT THEM LIKE WHY ARE THEY RUNNING LOOK OVER

MY SHOULDER AND SAYS OH SHIT AND THEN TURNED

AROUND AND LOOKED UP AND THATS WHEN SAW THE TOWER

COMING DOWN SAW THE IT LOOKED LIKE THE TOP MAYBE

70 60 FLOORS COMING OFF THE BUILDING AND HAD STOOD

THERE THINKING MAYBE THE TOWERS WERE NOT GOING TO HIT

ME THEN LOOKED CLOSER AND TWO PIECES OF DEBRIS FLY

OVER MY HEAD ABOUT 40 50 STORIES UP FLYING OVER MY

HEAD AND WAS LIKE SHIT IM OUT OF HERE

GRABBED THE LADY AND TUGGED ON HER TWICE

AND SHE WOULDNT GET UP AT THAT POINT SHE GOT UP ON

ONE KNEE ACTUALLY AND THEN SHE WOULDNT GET UP THEN

LET HER GO AND STARTED TO RUN AND IM HAULING ASS

DOWN FULTON UP FULTON ACTUALLY RUNNING EAST

ACTUALLY AS IM RUNNING EAST STOPPED AND TOLD

MYSELF WHAT ARE YOU DOING JASON CHARLES GO BACK FOR

HER SO TURNED AROUND AND WENT BACK TO THE LADY

GET BACK DOWN TO MEAN IT WAS ONLY LIKE TEN

STEPS SO TOOK ANOTHER TEN STEPS BACK AND GET BACK

DOWN THERE AND SHES GONE AND IM LIKE ALL RIGHT

SO NOW LOOK OVER TO MY LEFT REAL QUICK AND

SEE TWO FIREFIGHTERS RUNNING AT ME WITH THIS

HORRIFIED LOOK ON THEIR FACE ONE FIREFIGHTER WAS

TRYING TO DROP HIS SCOTT PACK AND IT GOT CAUGHT THE
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BUCKLE THAT GOES AROUND THE SCOTT PACK AROUND THE WAIST

GOT CAUGHT SO HE WAS TRYING TO HE WAS UNBUCKLING

THAT WHILE HE WAS RUNNING THE OTHER GUY HE DROPPED

IT OFF HIS SHOULDERS BUT IT LOOKED LIKE IT GOT CAUGHT

ONTO HIS ARMS AND THEN THE DUST HIT THEM AND THEN THE

METAL CRASHED ON THEM AND TURNED AROUND AND

STARTED RUNNING SAW PEOPLE AS IM TURNING AROUND

RUNNING PICKED UP PEOPLE WHO WERE COMING OUT THIS

CORRIDOR RIGHT IN FRONT OF MILLENIUM HOTEL THAT LEADS

YOU INTO LIKE THE MALL PLAZA ON LIBERTY SAW PEOPLE

RUNNING OUT OF THERE LIKE RUNNING AGAINST THE WALL

AGAINST BUILDING RUNNING NORTH YES RUNNING

NORTH

SO THEY WERE ALL THEYRE RUNNING NORTH AND

IM RUNNING AND IN MY HEAD IM LIKE LETS JUMP IN THAT

BUS OVER THERE SAID NAH JUST RUN THEN IM

STARTING TO RUN AND SEE FIREFIGHTERS YOU KNOW

MEAN LIKE WHEN EVERYBODY STARTED RUNNING IM SEEING

TWO FIREFIGHTERS DROP THEIR SCOTT PACKS FBI AGENTS

TOOK OFF EMTS TOOK OFF AND THAT TOLD ME THIS IS

REAL SITUATION THIS WASNT NOTHING TO TAKE LIGHTLY

SO THATS WHEN HAD RAN AND LEFT THE LADY CAME BACK

FOR HER

NOW AS SEE THE TWO FIREFIGHTERS
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INAUDIBLE MADE THE DECISION NOT TO JUMP IN THE

BACK OF THE AMBULANCE THAT WAS PARKED RIGHT ON THE

CORNER OF FULTON AND CHURCH START RUNNING UP THE

BLOCK AS START RUNNING UP FULTON SEE THIS LADY

WHO LEFT BEHIND HAULING ASS UP FULTON AND HER DRESS

IS LIKE FLAPPING IN THE WIND AND IM LIKE LOOK AT HER

GO YOU KNOW AND IM JUST RUNNING AND SHE HAD NICE

LEAD ON ME SO SHE WAS LIKE HALF BLOCK UP ALREADY

BUT MADE SURE FOUND HER FIRST BEFORE LEFT

SO STARTED RUNNING AND NOW IM PANICKING

IM LIKE OH MAN IM DEAD IM DEAD AND THERES ALL

THESE PEOPLE IN FRONT OF ME AND THEYRE RUNNING SLOW

AND IM LIKE OH JESUS CHRIST AND STOPPED RUNNING

AND STARTED WALKING REAL FAST BEHIND THEM BECAUSE

WASNT GOING TO PUSH ANYBODY OUT OF THE WAY SO THERE

WAS AN OPENING AND TOOK THE OPENING AND STARTED

HAULING ASS BUT THIS OLDER BLACK GUY FALLS IN FRONT OF

ME AND JUMP OVER HIM AND STOPPED AND TURNED AROUND

AND TWO PEOPLE SCOOPED HIM UP AND KEPT RUNNING IT WAS

LIKE FOOTBALL SCENE LIKE THEY SCOOPED UP FOOTBALL

AND KEPT RUNNING WITH HIM AND THEYRE RUNNING AND THEN

NOW IM RUNNING ALMOST STARTED CRYING AT ONE

POINT IM LIKE OH MAN IM DEAD IM DEAD AND

STOPPED RUNNING AND SAID SCREW IT IM GOING TO DIE
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RIGHT HERE LET ME TAKE IT AS IT IS THEN SOMETHING

SAID STUPID RUN YOU KNOW RUN AND DIE RUNNING SO

STARTED RUNNING AGAIN

AT ONE POINT AT SOME POINT IM NOT SURE

BUT THE BUILDING THAT HORRIBLE TWISTING METAL SOUND

OF FREIGHT TRAIN OR WHATEVER ITS THE WORST SOUND

IN THE WORLD STOPPED BUT THEN IT STARTED AGAIN

THEN STARTED HAULING ASS AGAIN AND AT ONE POINT

STOPPED LIKE MAYBE 20 FEET BEFORE GOT TO BROADWAY

STILL ON FULTON FLYING UP TO BROADWAY AND LET

EVERYBODY RUN PAST ME SAID EVERYBODY GO GO GO

NOW RAN THE REST THE WAY DOWN TO BROADWAY AND THEN

LOOKED TO MY RIGHT DOWN TOWARDS DEY AND SEE AT LEAST

40 50 STORY BALL OF DUST RUSHING AT US IM LIKE

HOLY SHIT IM LIKE ALL RIGHT RUN AND KEPT RUNNING

AND RAN TOWARDS VESEY AND THEN VESEY THE DUST CAME

AROUND THERE BUT FOR SOME REASON THE DUST DIDNT COME

UP FULTON YET NOT AS FAST AND HARD AND AS DARK AS IT

DID AT VESEY AND DEY

SO NOW HAD THAT TRAPPED FEELING AND

THOUGHT WAS REALLY SCREWED BECAUSE KNEW BEHIND THAT

WAS NOTHING BUT DEATH IF YOU SUCKED ON THE DUST THAT

WAS PRETTY MUCH IT SO YELLED EVERYBODY OVER HERE

AND POINTED TO STORE THE STORES NAME IT WAS
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DELICATESSEN ACTUALLY ITS CALLED AU PAIN OR AU BON

PAIN

AU BON PAIN

YES THANK YOU THAT FAMOUS DELICATESSEN

RAN OVER THERE AND LIKE THREE OTHER PEOPLE FOLLOWED

ME UNE GUY REMEMBER STOPPING LIKE HE WAS STILL ON

FULTON RUNNING UP FULTON HE HAD STOPPED DEAD IN HIS

TRACKS AND COVERED HIS FACE THAT WAS ACTUALLY BEFORE

THE DUST STARTED RUSHING AT US BUT THOUGHT ID ADD

THAT IN THERE WAS GUY HE JUST STOPPED DEAD IN HIS

TRACKS HE DIDNT WANT TO RUN ANYMORE AND REMEMBER

REACHING FOR HIM AND THEN THE DUST CAUGHT HIM AND

KEPT RUNNING BUT THE DUST COMING UP FULTON WAS

LITTLE LIGHTER AND DONT KNOW WHY IT WAS LIGHT

THERE BUT IT WAS DARK AS HELL COMING DOWN DEY AND

VE

SO ANYWAY WE RUN UP TO THE STORE AND

GRABBED THE DOOR AND IM OPEN THE FUCKING DOOR

BECAUSE IT WAS LOCKED AND HAD THIS LOOK ON MY FACE

LIKE HURRY UP LIKE WAS ABOUT TO CRY AGAIN AND THE

MANAGER OF THE STORE SCRAMBLED THROUGH HIS KEYS AND HE

RAN OVER TO THE DOOR AND HE UNLOCKED IT BY THE TIME

HE GOT TO THE DOOR THE DUST CAUGHT US HELD ONTO

THE DOOR AND THEN FELT THE DOOR OPEN AND OPENED IT
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UP AND SHOVED THE TWO PEOPLE IN AND THEN CLOSED THE

DOOR RIGHT BEHIND ME GET INSIDE THE STORE AND

START CURSING AND ALMOST STARTED TO PICK CHAIR UP

AND THROW IT IF YOU KNOW WHAT IM SAYING THROUGH THE

WINDOW BUT THAT WOULDNT HAVE MADE NO SENSE BECAUSE

WHEN LOOKED BEHIND THE WINDOW IT WAS COMPLETELY

BLACK MEAN IT WAS LIKE LOOKING INTO HELL

AS IM LOOKING SEE ONE PERSON IT LOOKED

LIKE WHITE GUY WITH GLASSES WALKING UP AGAINST THE

GLASS OF THE WINDOW IM LIKE HOLY SHIT SO RUN

BACK OUTSIDE AND THE DOOR WAS LOCKED AGAIN TURNED

AROUND TO THE MANAGER OPEN THE FUCKING DOOR AND HES

LIKE OH IM SORRY SAID LEAVE THIS SHIT OPEN AND

HE SAID ALL RIGHT HE OPENS THE DOOR AND OPENED THE

DOOR AND YELL OUTSIDE YELL OUTSIDE AND IT SOUNDED

LIKE WAS YELLING IN AN EMPTY ROOM LIKE THE ACOUSTICS

IF ANYBODY EVER HEARD THE ACOUSTICS IN AN EMPTY

ROOM IT WAS LIKE THAT AND IT WAS SCARY WAS LIKE

HOLY SHIT THEN CLOSED THE DOOR AND NOT EVEN FIVE

SECONDS LATER THREE PEOPLE CAME IT LOOKED LIKE FLIES

TO THE DOOR TU TU TU TU LIKE THEY ALL BUMPED INTO

IT OPENED THE DOOR RUSHED THEM IN AND THEY CAME

IN AND THEY COULDNT SEE AND ASKED THE GUY FOR

WATER SAID WASH THEIR FACES DOWN AND HE WAS LIKE
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ALL RIGHT AND THE MANAGER AND FEW OTHER PEOPLE

STARTED WASHING THEIR FACES DOWN

THEN MORE PEOPLE STARTED COMING TO THE DOOR

AND THEY STARTED LETTING THEM IN AND THEY STARTED

WASHING THEIR FACES OFF WASHED ONE GUYS FACE OFF

THEN TOLD THE LADY HERE TAKE OVER BECAUSE SAW

PEOPLE THE STORE NOW LEADS TO THE BACK THERES

BACK EXIT THAT LEADS INTO THE BUILDING THINK THE

BUILDING WE WERE IN WAS 222 BROADWAY OR 225 IM NOT

SURE WHICH ONE IT WAS 222 BROADWAY SO GO TO THE

BACK AND THERES LIKE 60 PEOPLE IN THE LOBBY OF THIS

BUILDING AND IM LIKE JESUS CHRIST WAS BY MYSELF

AND HAD NO TECH BAG THE ONLY THING HAD ON ME WAS

ALBUTEROL AND NEBULIZER AND UNLESS WAS GOING TO

BLOW INTO THE NEBULIZER YOU KNOW THAT WAS THE EXTENT

OF MY MEDICAL CARE

SO AT ONE POINT STARTED TRIED TO GET

THE CROWDS ATTENTION AND GUY GAVE ME BULLHORN HE

GIVES ME THE BULLHORN AND START ANNOUNCING WHO WAS

THAT WASNT FIREFIGHTER BECAUSE HAD ON

FIREFIGHTERS JACKET WASNT FIREFIGHTER WAS AN

EMT AND THAT MY NAME WAS JASON CHARLES THEYRE LIKE

OKAY AND THEY STARTED LISTENING SOMEBODY HAD ASKED ME

WHAT HAPPENED AND THEN TWO OTHER PEOPLE WERE LIKE
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YEAH WHAT HAPPENED WHAT HAPPENED WAS LIKE JESUS

CHRIST THEY DONT EVEN KNOW WAS LIKE ALL RIGHT

WAS LIKE LADIES AND GENTLEMEN TOWER JUST COLLAPSED

THE ENTIRE BUILDING CAME DOWN AND THEYRE LIKE OH MY

GOD PEOPLE STARTED CRYING AND STUFF LIKE THAT BUT

GAVE IT TO THAT ENTIRE CROWD THEY HELD IT TOGETHER

WASNT LIKE THEY PANICKED LIKE IN ONE OF THOSE MOVIES

AND FLIPPED OUT THEY HELD IT TOGETHER SO IM LIKE

OKAY

SO THEN MY NEXT QUESTION WAS NO SOMEONE

HAD ASKED ME CAN WE GO OUTSIDE WAS LIKE AND THEN

KNOW THIS IS LIKE REALLY UNPROFESSIONAL BUT THEN AT

THAT POINT WAS JUST REALLY AGGRAVATED WAS LIKE

YOU KNOW WHAT IF YOU WANT TO FUCKING GO OUTSIDE YOU

KNOW WHAT IM SAYING AND SUCK ON THAT FUCKING DUST BE

MY GUEST BUT SUGGEST THAT YOU ALL STAY IN HERE WAIT

UNTIL IT CLEARS OUT IN ANOTHER 15 20 MINUTES AND WE

CAN ALL GO EAST TOWARDS THE RIVER AND GET OUT OF HERE

THEY WERE LIKE ALL RIGHT ALL RIGHT SO THEY STARTED

CALMING DOWN AND WAS LIKE LADIES AND GENTLEMEN DOES

ANYBODY HAVE ASTHMA LIKE 30 PEOPLE RAISED THEIR

HANDS WAS LIKE OH JESUS CHRIST SO STARTED

SEPARATING THE ASTHMA PATIENTS FROM EVERYBODY ELSE AND

PUT THE ASTHMA PATIENTS BACK IN THE DELICATESSEN SO
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COULD KEEP MY EYE ON THEM HAD ANYBODY BROKE OUT IN

SEVERE ASTHMA ATTACK

AT ONE POINT MEDIC CAME RUNNING IN THROUGH

ONE OF THE DOORS COVERED IN DUST COUGHING AND WAS

LIKE AND THERE WAS GUY STANDING BEHIND ME AND

WAS LIKE YO BIG MAN TAKE HIM INSIDE THE DELICATESSEN

AND WATCH HIM HE WAS LIKE ALL RIGHT SO HE WALKED

HIM INSIDE NOW IM STILL TAKING IN ASTHMA PATIENTS

MEAN IT WAS LIKE AT LEAST 30 NOW IT LOOKED LIKE 40

BECAUSE PEOPLE JUST STARTED POPPING UP SO THEN THEY

STARTED THEY WENT IN THE DELICATESSEN

THEN SOMEBODY BROUGHT TO MY ATTENTION CHICK

WHO HAD LACERATION ON HER HEAD WOMAN SORRY HAD

LACERATION ON HER HEAD APPROXIMATELY 20 YEAR OLD

AFRICAN AMERICAN FEMALE AND THE LAC WAS PROBABLY MAYBE

HALF AN INCH WIDE IT LOOKED PRETTY DEEP SHE MIGHT

HAVE NEEDED STITCHES FOR IT THERE WAS GUY WHO WAS

APPLYING PRESSURE TO HER HEAD WITH CLOTH AND WAS

LIKE LET ME SEE IT AND HE WAS LIKE YEAH SHES

BLEEDING PRETTY BADLY WHEN HE LIFTED IT UP IT WASNT

BLEEDING TOO BAD SO SHE WAS PRETTY MUCH OKAY SO

TOLD HIM WAIT HERE IM GOING TO GO BACK OUTSIDE AND

LOOK FOR TECH BAG OR SOMETHING COULD USE

SO WENT BACK OUTSIDE AT THE TIME HAD
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THE BANDANA AROUND MY HEAD TOOK IT FROM AROUND MY

HEAD AND PUT IT AROUND MY MOUTH SO NOW IM WALKING

OUTSIDE AND IM ASKING PEOPLE ARE THEY OKAY BECAUSE NOW

AT THIS POINT PEOPLE ARE JUST DAZED IT WAS LIKE ONE

OF THOSE NUCLEAR WAR MOVIES WHERE PEOPLE ARE JUST IN

DAZE SO WALKED INTO FEW PEOPLE AND IM ASKING

THEM ARE THEY OKAY ARE THEY OKAY ONE HEAVYSET

GENTLEMAN HAD TO ASK HIM ARE YOU OKAY SIR ARE

YOU OKAY HES LIKE YEAH YEAH IM ALL RIGHT

SAID LISTEN SIR EITHER WALK EAST TO THE RIVER OR

WALK INTO THAT DELICATESSEN OVER THERE HE SAID ALL

RIGHT

AT ONE POINT CAME UP TO BUNCH OF OFFICERS

WHO WERE SITTING ON THE CEMETERY THATS RIGHT THERE

THEY WERE ALL SITTING ON THE WALL LIKE THEY COULDNT

BELIEVE WHAT WAS GOING ON HAD ASKED IF ANYBODY WAS

HURT NO HAD SAID WHOS HURT OVER HERE WHOS

BLEEDING BECAUSE SAW BLOOD ON THE FLOOR THERE WAS

AN OFFICER WHO HAD LITTLE MINOR LACERATIONS ON HIS

HAND WAS LIKE LISTEN GUYS YOU GUYS GOT TO GET

OUT OF HERE BECAUSE TOWER IS GOING TO FALL BECAUSE

FOR SOME REASON HAD JUST KNOWN THAT THE TOWER WAS

GOING TO COME DOWN AT THAT POINT BECAUSE WHEN TOWER

CAME DOWN THE GROUND WAS ACTUALLY SHAKING
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SO THEN STARTED WALKING GOT BACK OVER

TO CHURCH AND FULTON AND LOOKED TO MY LEFT AND

COULD SEE IT BUT BARELY BIG PIECE OF METAL STICKING

INTO THE GROUND IT REMINDED ME OF FOR SOME REASON

PLANET OF THE APES THE NEW ONE SO LOOKED AT IT AND

WAS LIKE JESUS CHRIST AND SAW FIRE MARSHAL AND

LIKE TWO DETECTIVES WALK OUT OF THE DUST OVER THERE

AND THEY CAME OVER YOU KNOW THEY CAME WALKING OUT

BEFORE THAT BEFORE SAW THEM WALK OUT FOUND

BATTALION CHIEFS HELMET AND LOOKED AT IT AND PICKED

IT UP AND REMEMBER SEEING BATTALION CHIEF HE

HAULED ASS UP THE BLOCK SO HE WAS OKAY REMEMBER

SEEING HIM RUN ON FULTON BEFORE THE TOWERS CAME DOWN

MEAN THIS GUY WAS AN OLDER GUY AND NEVER SEEN AN

OLD MAN MOVE SO QUICK SO HE WAS ALL RIGHT SO TOOK

HIS HELMET AND LOOKED AT IT AND WAS LIKE AND

LOOKED AT THE TOWERS AND THERE WAS DEBRIS STILL COMING

OFF THE BUILDING

MIND YOU BEFORE THAT WHICH FOUND LITTLE

WEIRD BEFORE THE TOWERS FELL THERE WERE LOT OF

PEOPLE FALLING OUT OF THE BUILDING LIKE YOU KNOW

DONT KNOW LIKE THEY WERE JUST THROWING THEMSELVES

OUT LIKE THEY WERE JUST LINED UP AND GOING LIKE

PARATROOPERS AND AT ONE POINT RIGHT BEFORE THE TOWERS
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CAME DOWN THAT STOPPED IT WAS LIKE THE PEOPLE THAT

WERE COMING OUT JUST STOPPED COMING OUT THE WINDOW FOR

WHATEVER REASON FOUND THAT LITTLE WEIRD

AS WAS WALKING OVER TO TOWER WITH THE

HELMET IN MY HAND HAD PUT IT ON MY HEAD IM LIKE

YOU KNOW WELL HES OKAY IM GOING TO PUT THIS ON

AND PROTECT MYSELF FROM ANYTHING FALLING OFF THE

BUILDING BECAUSE HAD NOTHING THEN TOOK IT OFF

AGAIN AND IM LIKE AH IM NOT GOING TO PUT THIS BACK

ON MY HEAD ITS NOT EVEN MINE SO IM LIKE AND THE

FIRE MARSHAL WHAT IS THAT WHAT IS THAT IN YOUR

HAND WHAT ARE YOU DOING WITH THAT IM LIKE OKAY

IM LIKE ITS BATTALION CHIEFS HELMET HES OKAY

HES LIKE GIVE ME THE HELMET ALL RIGHT HERE IM

SORRY MAN SO TOOK IT OFF BECAUSE THINK HE HAD

SAW ME BECAUSE WHEN TOOK IT OFF AND LOOKED BEHIND

ME HE WAS ALREADY COMING UP BUT HE HADNT SAID

ANYTHING SO GUESS HE PUT TWO AND TWO TOGETHER YOU

KNOW WHAT MEAN ME WITH BATTALION CHIEFS HELMET

DOESNT QUITE LOOK TOO WELL SO HES LIKE OH AND IM

LIKE LISTEN IM EMS HES LIKE ALL RIGHT

THEN DETECTIVE CAME UP AND SAID WERE

PULLING BACK TO CHAMBERS IM LIKE WORD HES SAID

YEAH BECAUSE TOWER IS GOING TO COME DOWN HE SAID
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THE SAME THING WAS LIKE ALL RIGHT AT THAT POINT

LOOKED UP AT TOWER AND COULD SEE THAT SHE WAS

LEANING SLIGHTLY BUT NOT MUCH AND AS LOOKED OVER

TO LOOKED AT THE TOWER LOOKED AT EVERYBODY ELSE

AND EVERYBODY ELSE IS HAULING EVERYBODY IS WALKING

UP WALKING SOUTH TOWARDS CHAMBERS SO THE OFFICER

OFFERS ME SOME WATER TAKE IT IM STARTING TO DRINK

IT AS IM WALKING AND IM WALKING BECAUSE HE SAID WE

GOT TO PULL BACK IM LIKE WAIT SECOND STILL GOT

THOSE PATIENTS IN THE BUILDING

SO HE STARTED THEY WALKED AND RAN UP TO

AN ESU TRUCK SOME ESU GUYS WERE PUTTING ON SCOTT

PACKS AND WAS LIKE YO YOU GUYS GOT AN EXTRA SCOTT

PACK SO CAN GO IN THE BUILDING AND HELP YOU GUYS

OUT THEY WERE LIKE AND THEY STARTED LOOKING FOR

SCOTT PACKS AND THEY WERE LIKE YO WERE OUT OF SCOTT

PACKS SO GO INAUDIBLE HE WAS LIKE YEAH SAID

YOU GUYS GOING IN THE BUILDING RIGHT HE SAID YEAH

THE ONLY REASON WHY DIDNT GO IN THE BUILDING BECAUSE

HAD KNEW THAT THE MALL LEVEL WAS COMPLETELY DUST AND

FOR ME TO GO IN THERE WITH NOTHING ON WOULD HAVE PRETTY

MUCH BEEN SUICIDE SO SAID ALL RIGHT THEY SAID GO

UP THE BLOCK TO BROADWAY THERE SHOULD BE ANOTHER ESU

TRUCK OVER THERE
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SO STARTED BACK OVER THERE AND AS IM

STARTING BACK OVER THERE LOOKED DOWN THINK ITS

VESEY RIGHT BETWEEN TOWER AND THE TRADE CENTER AND

THERE WERE LIKE AT LEAST FOUR FIREFIGHTERS OVER THERE

IT LOOKED LIKE EIGHT ACTUALLY BECAUSE THERE WERE

ANOTHER TWO WALKING DOWN THEY WERE LONG BOARDING

GUY WHO MUST HAVE JUMPED OFF THE ESCALATOR THATS LIKE

RIGHT THERE ON VESEY AND THEYRE LONG BOARDING HIM

IM LIKE ALL RIGHT

SO WALK OVER TO FIRE TRUCK AND TAKE

SIP OF WATER THAT WAS COMING OUT OF THE FIRE TRUCK AND

THERE WAS THIS FEMALE FROM ENGLAND WHO WAS ON THE 90TH

FLOOR OF TOWER WHO TOLD ME SHE HAD JUST BARELY MADE

IT OUT OF THERE WHEN THE TOWERS CAME DOWN SHE LOST

BOTH HER SHOES SO SHE WAS WALKING SO SAID

LISTEN IM WALKING BACK TO THE BUILDING OVER HERE YOU

WANT TO COME WITH ME SHES LIKE YEAH IM LIKE ALL

RIGHT SO WE STARTED WALKING BACK SHES WALKING

BAREFOOT BECAUSE SHE LOST HER SHOES

SO WE GET BACK OVER TO 222 BROADWAY AND WE

GET INSIDE AND IM TELLING EVERYBODY LISTEN

COULDNT FIND ANY EQUIPMENT BUT WERE GOING TO HAVE TO

GET OUT OF HERE BECAUSE TOWER IS GOING TO COME DOWN

THIS SERGEANT POLICE OFFICER SERGEANT GOES DONT



29

CHARLES

TELL THEM THAT DONT TELL THEM THAT IM LIKE WHAT

HE WAS LIKE WAS LIKE ALL RIGHT WHATEVER FORGET

IT THEN IM NOT GOING TO SAY IT AGAIN THEN GO ALL

RIGHT LADIES AND GENTLEMEN IF WERE GOING TO DO THIS

WERE GOING TO GET OUT HERE AND WERE GOING TO WALK

EAST TO THE RIVER AND HAD SAID THAT TWICE AND THEN

MADE THE MISTAKE OF SAYING WEST AGAIN AND WAS LIKE

DAMN THEN SAID ALL RIGHT EVERYBODY YOU KNOW WHAT

SCREW IT LETS GET OUT OF HERE AND JUST WALK EAST

NOW

AS WERE ALL WALKING TO THE BACK OF THE

BUILDING THROUGH THE FREIGHT NOT THE FREIGHT THE

LOADING DOCKS IN THE BACK OF THE BUILDING WE GET TO

THE BACK WE DONT EVEN GET TO THE BACK OF THE

BUILDING WE START WALKING BACK THERE AND THEN HEARD

GROUND LEVEL EXPLOSION AND IM LIKE HOLY SHIT AND

THEN YOU HEARD THAT TWISTING METAL WRECKAGE AGAIN

THEN SAID SHIT AND EVERYBODY STARTED RUNNING AND

STARTED RUNNING BEHIND THEM AND WE GET TO THE DOOR

FOR SOME REASON LIKE STRAIGHT OUT OF MOVIE TWO

PEOPLE RAN THROUGH THE DOOR TOGETHER AND GOT STUCK IN

THE DOORWAY AND IM LIKE OH MY GOD THIS IS NOT THE

TIME SO THEY SQUEEZED THROUGH AND THEY GOT THROUGH

AND SQUEEZED THROUGH THEM AND RAN AROUND THEM BECAUSE
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JUST WANTED TO SEE WHICH WAY THE TOWERS WERE

FALLING

SO GET TO THE LOADING DOCK AND RUN

OUTSIDE AND THERES PEOPLE RUNNING OUT THE LOADING DOCK

EAST TO THE RIVER LIKE LITTLE RATS OUT OF CAGE LIKE

CHU CHU CHU THEN GET TO THE LOADING DOCK OUTSIDE

AND SEE THIS 50 60 STORY DUST ROLLING DOWN THE BLOCK

AGAIN IM LIKE HOLY SHIT AND SORT OF MOVED TOO

QUICK AND FELL DOWN AND AS FALL DOWN LOOK AT

POLICE SERGEANT OR CAPTAIN SORRY HE GOT

COVERED IN THE DUST BECAUSE HE DIDNT MAKE IT TO THE

DOORWAY IN TIME

FELL DOWN AND WHEN FELL DOWN THE DUST

WENT OVER MY HEAD AND SAID SHIT AND JUMPED UP

GAPSING FOR AIR AT THAT POINT EVERYBODY IS SCREAMING

GET THE FUCK OUT OF HERE AND THEYRE LIKE CLOSE THE

GATE CLOSE THE GATE AND THE GATE WAS MOVING LIKE

SNAIL IT WAS CLOSING SO SLOW SO EIGHT OF US JUMPED

ON THE GATE AND STARTED USING OUR WEIGHT TO PULL IT

DOWN AND IT WOULDNT BUDGE REMEMBER LOOKING OVER TO

MY RIGHT AND SEEING ANOTHER EMT NAOMI IS HER LAST

NAME SHE USED TO BE OUT OF BATTALION 16 BUT SAW

HER SHE WAS HELPING US PULL THE GATE DOWN AT ONE

POINT SOMEONE YELLED GET THE FUCK OUT OF HERE
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EVERYBODY GET THE FUCK OUT OF HERE GO GO GO AND

EVERYBODY IS YELLING IT WASNT THAT YELL LIKE YOU

KNOW THAT ROLLER COASTER YELL OR YOURE YELLING AT

SOMEBODY TO DISCIPLINE THEM IT WAS LIKE THAT

HORRIFYING SCREAM THAT EVERYBODY WAS RELAYING BACK AND

FORWARD

SO EVERYBODY STARTED HAULING ASS OUT OF

THERE AND JUMPED BACK ONTO THE DECK AND IM LIKE

EVERYBODY GET THE FUCK OUT OF HERE AND EVERYBODY IS

RUNNING MUST HAVE BEEN LIKE THE LAST PERSON OUT OF

THE ROOM AND BY THE TIME DECIDED TO GET OUT OF THE

ROOM BEING THE LAST PERSON OUT THE ROOM WAS

COMPLETELY MEAN THE LOADING DOCK WAS COMPLETELY

DUSTY IT WAS LIKE FOG YOU COULDNT SEE ANYTHING

BUT THE LIGHT THAT WAS ILLUMINATING THE ROOM

SO GOT BACK INTO THE LOBBY AND THE LOBBY

WAS DUSTY AND IM LIKE SHIT IM GOING TO SUFFOCATE IN

HERE STARTED PANICKING BECAUSE COULDNT BREATHE

AND IT WAS HEAVILY DUST TO THE SIDE YOU COULD SEE

EACH OTHER BUT YOU COULDNT BREATHE NOW IM PANICKING

AND EVERYBODY ELSE IS LIKE LOOKING FOR SOMEWHERE TO

BREATHE AND REMEMBER STICKING MY FACE BETWEEN AN

ELEVATOR DOOR LIKE THE ELEVATOR SHAFT TO TRY TO GET

SOME AIR AND THAT WASNT WORKING AND IM LIKE SHIT
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IM GOING TO DIE IN HERE NOW SUFFOCATING AND THEN

SOMEBODY PASSED ME WET RAG PUT THE WET RAG ON MY

FACE AND WAS ABLE TO BREATHE AGAIN SO IM LIKE ALL

RIGHT COOL

THEN THE SAME SERGEANT WHO TOLD ME NOT TO

TELL ANYBODY THE TOWERS WERE COMING DOWN HE ASKED ME

YOU THINK WE COULD DIE FROM THIS DUST IM LIKE RIGHT

NOW NO BUT EVENTUALLY YES HES LIKE OKAY SO

THEN WERE ALL LOOKING FOR WAY OUT SO NOW THE DUST

STARTED TO COME DOWN LITTLE QUICKER THAN IT DID LAST

TIME SO WALKED OUTSIDE AND IM JUST LIKE JESUS

CHRIST COULDNT EVEN SEE PARTICLES WERE HITTING

ME IN MY FACE IM LIKE LET ME GO BACK INSIDE

WENT BACK INSIDE AND AT ONE POINT

REMEMBER SAW BUNCH OF PEOPLE RUN DOWN TO THE LOWER

LEVELS OF THE BUILDING SO STARTED RUNNING DOWN TO

THE LOWER LEVELS OF THE BUILDING AND SEE ALL THESE

PEOPLE IN THERE WENT BACK UPSTAIRS TO LOOK FOR

LIEUTENANT CAPTAIN ACTUALLY SAID LISTEN

CAPTAIN GOT LIKE 60 PEOPLE IN THIS BUILDING THIS

IS BEFORE TOWER CAME DOWN SORRY THIS IS BEFORE

TOWER CAME DOWN HAD TOLD THE CAPTAIN HAD 60

PEOPLE IN THE BUILDING HE SAID LISTEN IM GOING

OVER TO WHATS THAT AROUND WHERE THE LIBERTY BOATS
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THE BOATS TO THE LIBERTY

TO ELLIS ISLAND

NO WHERE THE BOATS LEAVE FROM MANHATTAN

OVER TO ELLIS ISLAND HE SAID HE WAS GOING TO BE

THE FERRY TERMINAL

THANK YOU HE WAS GOING OVER TO THE FERRY

TERMINAL AND HE WAS LIKE YOURE ON YOUR OWN AND HE LEFT

ME WAS LIKE OKAY THATS WHEN STARTED LOOKING

FOR TECH BAG AND STUFF THAT WAS BEFORE TOWER CAME

DOWN SO ANYWAY RAN INTO ANOTHER RAN INTO

LIEUTENANT HE SAYS IM GOING TO SOUTH FERRY YOU CAN

STAY HERE IF YOU WANT WAS LIKE ALL RIGHT THATS

TWO FOR TWO YOU KNOW WHAT IM SAYING INAUDIBLE

UNDERSTOOD THAT THEY WERE SCARED SO IT WASNT LIKE

COULD SAY ANYTHING BEHIND HIM SO WAS LIKE ALL

RIGHT GUESS ITS UP TO ME

SO WENT BACK OVER TO BROADWAY AND FULTON AT

THAT POINT AND JUST KNEW BOTH THE TOWERS WERE DOWN

YOU COULDNT SEE ANYTHING BUT YOU JUST KNEW THEY WERE

DOWN THERE WAS NO SHADOW OR NOTHING SO IT WAS LIKE

WENT BACK INTO THE BUILDING AND SAID SCREW IT LET

ME START EVACUATING THE BUILDING SO STARTED GOING

DOWN TO THE LOWER LEVELS AND ENDED UP IN THE GYM OF

THE BUILDING THE NICEST GYM IVE EVER SEEN IN AN
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OFFICE BUILDING THERE WERE LIKE EIGHT GUYS IN THERE

AND THEYRE LIKE WHATS GOING ON MEAN THEY WERE

LIKE WHATS GOING ON BUT LIKE IS ANYBODY LEAVING THE

BUILDING YET IM LIKE LISTEN YOUVE GOT TO GO

UPSTAIRS TO DUANE READE BECAUSE AS MATTER OF FACT

BEFORE WENT DOWNSTAIRS HEARD ALL THIS COMMOTION

AND IM HEARING VOICES AND SHIT AND IM LIKE ANYBODY

STILL IN THERE WENT BACK TO THE LOADING DOCKS

BECAUSE HEARD THE COMMOTION BECAUSE ITS AN AREA

WHERE YOU CAN GO DOWN TO THE BASEMENT LEVELS BEFORE YOU

GO TO THE LOADING DOCKS AND HEARD ALL THIS COMMOTION

IN THAT AREA AND COULDNT FOR MY LIFE FIGURE OUT

WHERE IT WAS COMING FROM SO WENT UP TO THE LOADING

DOCKS YELLED AGAIN NO ONE RESPONDED AS IM

WALKING BACK TO THE LOBBY AREA SEE CRACK AND SEE

PEOPLE MOVING AROUND AND GO WHATS THAT OH SHIT

THATS DUANE READE AND IM LIKE YOU KNOW THERE

PEOPLE BEING HANDED WET RAGS WITH WATER BY THE

LIEUTENANT AND HES TELLING EVERYBODY TO WALK EAST

IS THIS PD LIEUTENANT OR AN EMS LIEUTENANT

EMS LIEUTENANT

AN EMS LIEUTENANT

AN EMS LIEUTENANT HES GIVING PEOPLE WATER

AND WET RAG AND TELLING THEM TO GO EAST TO THE RIVER
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GO EAST TO THE RIVER SO EVERYBODY YOU KNOW THEYRE

WALKING EAST IM LIKE LIEUTENANT CHARLES 5114

BATTALION 13 HES LIKE ALL RIGHT HE SAID

SOMETHING HE SAID WERE GOING TO GET EVERYBODY ELSE

OUT OF HERE WENT ALL RIGHT SO THATS WHEN MADE

THE DECISION TO GO

DO YOU REMEMBER WHO THAT LIEUTENANT WAS

NO COULDNT REMEMBER FOR MY LIFE WHO HE

WAS BUT REMEMBER GOING BACK TO THE BASEMENT LEVELS

TO GET EVERYBODY ELSE OUT BECAUSE KNEW THERE WAS

PEOPLE STILL DOWNSTAIRS SO WOUND UP IN THE GYM

THOSE GUYS HAD TV SET AND THATS WHEN FOUND OUT WE

WERE UNDER ATTACK BECAUSE PRIOR TO THAT THOUGHT

TOWER BLEW UP BECAUSE THE ENGINE FROM THE PLANE HIT

TOWER AND EXPLODED INSIDE IT WAS LIKE STUPID BUT

THATS WHAT THOUGHT THEN THATS WHEN KNEW WE WERE

UNDER ATTACK SO SAT THERE FOR LIKE 10 15 MINUTES

LOOKING AT THE TV SET AND THEN WAS DRINKING SOME

MORE WATER AND WAS LIKE CRAZY DEHYDRATED BECAUSE THE

BIKE RIDE ALONE WORE ME OUT YOU KNOW MY LEGS WERE

JUST COMPLETE RUBBER

SO NOW IM DRINKING WATER AND AT THIS POINT

IM WITH THE EMT NAOMI SO WERE GETTING EVERYBODY

ELSE OUT OF THE BUILDING SO WE GOT THOSE GUYS OUT THE
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GYM THEN STARTED GOING LOWER THAN THAT AND STARTED

GETTING PEOPLE OUT OF THE OFFICE AT ONE POINT WENT

TO AN OFFICE AND PEOPLE WERE STILL WORKING IM LIKE

GET THE HELL OUT OF HERE WHAT THE HELL ARE YOU GUYS

DOING THEYRE LIKE OKAY YOU KNOW THEYRE LOCKING UP

THEIR STUFF IM LIKE GO DONT WORRY ABOUT THAT

SHIT THEYRE LIKE ALL RIGHT

SO THEN HAD STARTED WALKING THROUGH THE

LOWER LEVELS LOOKING FOR MORE PEOPLE AND RAN INTO

MAINTENANCE ROOM WHICH WAS LIKE THE BEST LUCK IN THE

WORLD BECAUSE FOUND BOOTS BECAUSE AT THE TIME HAD

SKETCHER SHOES ON AND THOSE WERENT DOING ME THEY

DID ME GOOD RUNNING FROM THE TOWERS BUT AFTER THAT

NEEDED SOMETHING HEAVY DUTY SO FOUND AND LIKE

YOU KNOW WHICH WAS THE LUCKIEST THING IN THE WORLD

SIZE 13 WHICH ARE LIKE THE HARDEST SHOES TO FIND SO

FOUND THOSE PUT THOSE ON AND STARTED ME AND

NAOMI AND ANOTHER GUY THE MAINTENANCE GUY WE STARTED

WALKING BACK SO WE WALKED BACK UPSTAIRS WE WALKED

BACK UPSTAIRS AND WE STARTED TELLING PEOPLE GET OUT OF

HERE SO THEN TOLD NAOMI YOU KNOW LISTEN GET OUT

OF HERE YOU KNOW WHAT IM SAYING SHES LIKE NAH

NAH ID RATHER STICK WITH YOU IM LIKE OKAY COOL

SO WE STUCK TOGETHER FOR LIKE AT LEAST AN HOUR AT
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THIS POINT WAS JUST LIKE WALKING AROUND ON THE

STREETS BECAUSE THERE WAS NOTHING ELSE TO DO

SO NOW WE WENT INTO BUILDING AT ONE POINT

WENT INTO BUILDING AND RAN INTO FEW PD

OFFICERS THEY WERE LIKE JUST SITTING IN THERE

DONT KNOW WHAT BUILDING IT WAS BUT IT WAS NEXT TO JR

MUSIC WORLD SO WE GET INTO JR MUSIC MEAN THE

BUILDING NEXT TO JR MUSIC WORLD AND THEYRE TALKING

AND OVERHEAR THE COP TELLING EVERYBODY YEAH IT CAME

OVER THE RADIO THAT ONE OF THE PLANES ARE HEADING

TOWARDS THE TRADE CENTER AND THAT ONE OF THE PLANES

WERE ALREADY HIJACKED IM LIKE TO MYSELF IM LIKE

DAMN THEY HEARD ALL THIS REPORT OF THEY HIT THE

BUILDINGS HOW COME NO ONE TRIED TO EVACUATE THE

BUILDINGS IN TIME WHATEVER AT THAT POINT DIDNT

KNOW HOW MANY PEOPLE DIED IN THE BUILDINGS NEITHER BUT

KNEW THERE WERE PEOPLE IN THERE SO WERE CHATTING

AND STUFF AND THEN ALL RIGHT WHATEVER SO LEAVE

THEM

SO NOW GUY DETECTIVE FOR SOME REASON

LOST HIS SHIRT SO HES LIKE SHIRTLESS SO RAN BACK

INTO THE BUILDING TO GET HIM SHIRT THAT WAS IN THE

GYM DOWNSTAIRS GET THE SHIRT RUN BACK

UPSTAIRS AND HE WAS GONE HE MOVED SO THEN NOW ME
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AND THE DETECTIVES WERE BRINGING UP SHIRTS AND

SWEAT PANTS AND STUFF LIKE THAT FROM THE GYM LEVEL

BECAUSE WE KNEW THAT THERE WAS GOING TO BE SOME

HALF NAKED PEOPLE RUNNING AROUND YOU KNOW CUT

SEVERELY CUT OR WHATEVER AND WE COULD USE LOT OF THAT

STUFF AS BANDAGES AND TOURNIQUETS AND STUFF SO WE

BROUGHT MOST OF THAT STUFF UPSTAIRS AND WE PUT IT IN

THE LOBBY OF THE BUILDING WE TOOK THE GATORADE FROM

THE DUANE READE AND STUFF WE PUT IT IN THE LOBBY OF

THE BUILDING 222 BROADWAY AND WE LEFT IT THERE

SO WENT BACK OUTSIDE AND SAW TWO

FIREFIGHTERS LIKE SITTING ON THE GROUND IT LOOKED

LIKE THEY WERE JUST WINDED LIKE THAT WAS IT FOR THEM

THEY WERENT GOING TO DO ANYTHING ELSE ONE WAS

ORIENTAL AND WHITE GUY SITTING TOGETHER WENT BACK

OUTSIDE RAN INTO ANOTHER EMS LIEUTENANT DONT

KNOW WHO HE WAS AND WAS WITH HIM FOR THE BETTER PART

OF THE DAY UNTIL LEFT NEVER GOT HIS NAME OR

ANYTHING BUT AT THAT POINT HE TOLD ME TO GO TO THIS

BUS THEY HAD CITY BUS WITH ALL EMS EQUIPMENT ON IT

LIKE THE DEFIBRILLATOR OXYGEN AND ALL THAT STUFF

SO GOT ON THERE AND PARAMEDIC WAS LIKE DO

YOU NEED SOME OXYGEN DO YOU WANT SOME OXYGEN IT

LOOKS LIKE YOU NEED SOME OXYGEN IM SAID IM ALL
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RIGHT IM ALL RIGHT HES LIKE HERE TAKE SOME OF

THIS ITS FREE IM LIKE ALL RIGHT SO STARTED

BREATHING ON THE TOOK SOME 02 BECAUSE HAD BAD

HEADACHE AT THAT POINT AND OXYGEN WAS DOING NOTHING FOR

ME SO PUT IT DOWN AND TOOK IT OFF THE LIEUTENANT

WAS LIKE ALL RIGHT WERE GOING TO GO OVER TO ZZ5

BROADWAY THE BUILDING RIGHT NEXT TO THE DUANE READE

SO WE ALL GRABBED SOME STUFF AND WE LUGGED IT

OVER WE GET INTO THE BUILDING WE GET TO THE

BUILDING ACTUALLY WE DIDNT EVEN GET IN THE BUILDING

YET BECAUSE FOR SOME REASON THEY WANTED TO GET INTO

DUANE READE AS OPPOSED TO WALKING RIGHT INTO 225

BROADWAY THEY CUT DUANE READE OPEN AND THEY USED DUANE

READE AS LIKE YOU KNOW BECAUSE THEY HAD ALL THE

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT AND THEY HAD PEROXIDE AND ALCOHOL AND

STUFF LIKE THAT SO IF WE GET IN THERE WE COULD GO

IN THERE JUST TO CUT INTO THE BUILDING

SO NOW WE RE SETTING UP TRIAGE IN THE

BUILDING THEYRE SETTING UP SALINE BAGS AND SODIUM

CHLORIDE AND STUFF THEYRE HANGING THEM UP THEY HAD

NICE LITTLE TRIAGE CENTER GOING ON IT LOOKED LIKE

LITTLE HOSPITAL SO AT ONE POINT DISAPPEARED BECAUSE

NEEDED TO GET SOME TYLENOL GOT ME AN EXCEDRIN

FROM DUANE READE AND POPPED TWO OF THOSE AND THE
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HEADACHE WENT AWAY ALL RIGHT

SO AT THAT POINT NOW WE WERE JUST WAITING

FOR PATIENTS AND NOBODY WAS COMING IN IT WAS LIKE

YOU KNOW THEN WE RAN INTO ANOTHER LIEUTENANT

LIEUTENANT DAVIS THINK HES FROM BATTALION IF

IM NOT MISTAKEN

TAPE SIDE TWO

TOWERS AND HEARD SIX LOUD EXPLOSIONS

AND THOSE SIX LOUD EXPLOSIONS CHANGED MY MIND REAL

QUICK AND WENT BACK OVER TO THE TRIAGE CENTER AND IT

WAS LIKE YOU KNOW WHAT LET ME WAIT HERE HAD NO

HELMET HAD NOTHING THAT WOULD HAVE PROTECTED ME

FROM ANYTHING THAT HIT ME IN MY HEAD SO STAYED

WHERE WAS AT

REMEMBER AT ONE POINT IM NOT PRETTY SURE

WHAT POINT IT WAS RAN OVER TO HARDWARE SHOP THAT

THE FIRE DEPARTMENT HAD BROKEN INTO TO USE LOT OF THE

MASKS THAT THEY HAD IN THERE THEY HAD THE SCOTT PACK

MASKS AND FOUND SCOTT PACK MASK THAT WAS LAYING

THERE BECAUSE FIREFIGHTER HAD TOOK NEW ONE AND

GRABBED HIS AND PUT FILTERS IN IT AND USED THAT TO

BREATHE WITH AND SEE BECAUSE THE DUST WAS JUST MESSING

MY EYES UP

SO WENT BACK OVER TO 225 BROADWAY AND WAS
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SITTING IN THERE AND NOW AT THAT POINT WERE JUST ALL

TALKING CANT BELIEVE WHATS GOING ON AT ONE POINT

AMONGST IT WAS THREE EMTS AND TWO PARAMEDICS THAT

CAN REMEMBER FOUR PARAMEDICS TWO WERE HAZTAC AND

TWO WERENT IT WAS JUST QUIET AND WE WERE JUST

SITTING THERE WAITING AND THEN ME AND ANOTHER EMS GUY

EMT WE WERE JUST LIKE YO WE CANT JUST SIT HERE AND

DO NOTHING SO ME AND HIM NEVER GOT HIS NAME

NEITHER BUT ME AND HIM GRABBED TECH BAG AND WE JUST

WENT OUTSIDE SO WE STARTED HEADING OVER TO WHERE

BUILDING WAS AT AND THEY WERE LIKE BUILDING IS

GOING TO COLLAPSE YOU CANT GO OVER THERE THIS AND

THAT AND THERE WAS ANOTHER BUILDING THAT THEY THOUGHT

WAS GOING TO COLLAPSE THAT WAS LIKE RIGHT BEHIND THE

TRIAGE CENTER THE BUILDING THAT WE WERE IN SO WE

STARTED WALKING AROUND

AT ONE POINT WAS LIKE AT ONE POINT

ALMOST BROKE DOWN BECAUSE HAD THOUGHT MY FATHER WAS

DEAD BECAUSE HE RESPONDED TO THE 93 BOMBING AND HES

PORT AUTHORITY COP LIKE SAID BEFORE HE RESPONDED

TO THE 93 BOMBING HE WAS ON WEST STREET IN FRONT OF

THE TOWER SO THOUGHT HE MIGHT HAVE BEEN OVER

THERE SO SAID IF ANYTHING IM GOING TO WALK OVER

THERE TRY AND WORK MY WAY OVER THERE AND LOOK FOR
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HIM SO IM GOING LIKE STARTED WALKING TOWARDS

CHAMBERS NOW TO LOOK FOR HIM BECAUSE IM LOOKING FOR

PORT AUTHORITY COP AND KNEW THAT THATS WHERE

EVERYBODY PULLED BACK TO WHICH WAS CHAMBERS

SO STARTED WORKING MY WAY OVER THERE AND

RUN INTO GROUP OF POLICE OFFICERS WHO WERE SITTING IN

FRONT OF BMCC BMCCS GARDEN THERES GARDEN AND

THEN THERES AN APARTMENT COMPLEX AND THATS WHERE THEY

WERE SITTING SO WE HAD CONVERSATION THEY HAD NO

IDEA THEY KNEW WHAT WAS GOING ON BUT THEY DIDNT

KNOW HOW BAD IT WAS OVER THERE SO STARTED TELLING

THEM WHAT WAS GOING AND THEY WERE LIKE JESUS CHRIST

AS STARTED WALKING BACK OVER TO CHAMBERS

GOING SOUTH AGAIN TO CHAMBERS BECAUSE WE WERE LITTLE

NORTH OF CHAMBERS WHERE WE RAN INTO THE POLICE

OFFICERS STARTED WALKING ME AND THE EMT STARTED

WALKING SOUTH HAD RAN INTO FIREFIGHTER THINK

IF IM NOT MISTAKEN HE SAID ENGINE OR LADDER

THATS WHERE GOT THAT FROM HE WAS LOOKING FOR HIS

BOYS AND HE COULDNT FIND ANY OF THEM AND HE HAD

NOTHING ON ONLY HIS BUNKER PANTS AND HE LOOKED

TOTALLY BENT OUT OF SHAPE IT WAS LIKE AT THE TIME IT

DIDNT EVEN OCCUR TO ME TO HELP HIM AND LOOK FOR HIS

GUYS BECAUSE DIDNT KNOW SO MANY FIREFIGHTERS HAD
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DIED IN THE TOWERS LIKE THAT THEN ANYWAY WAS

REALLY CONCERNED ABOUT LOOKING FOR MY FATHER

SO WENT BACK OFF AND THEN RAN INTO PETE

ROSIE FORGOT WHAT UNIT HE WAS ON BUT RAN INTO

HIM AND HE WAS GLAD TO SEE ME WAS GLAD TO SEE HIM

IT WAS FACE THAT RECOGNIZED SO WE STARTED TALKING

LITTLE BIT WE TALKED GAVE HIM SOME EXCEDRINS

BECAUSE HE HAD BAD HEADACHE TOO

SO WE WALKED ME AND THE EMT NOW WE WALKED

OVER TO WEST STREET AND CHAMBERS WHERE THEY HAD LIKE

ALL THE EMS AND FIREFIGHTERS AND EVERYBODY WAS JUST

THERE WAITING AND RAN INTO JERRY TOYLOY OF BATTALION

13 RAN INTO HIM WE WERE TALKING LITTLE BIT

RAN INTO ANOTHER EMS GUY FROM OUR STATION BUT FORGOT

WHO HE WAS THEN STARTED LOOKING FOR MY FATHER

AGAIN

RAN INTO CARLOAD OF PORT AUTHORITY COPS

JUMP IN FRONT OF THE CAR AND ALMOST GOT HIT AND THEY

STOPPED AND THEY WERE LIKE YOU KNOW THEY LOOKED AT ME

LIKE WHAT THE YOU KNOW WHAT IM SAYING IM SAYING

YOU GUYS KNOW RUDY CHARLES THEY WERE LIKE YEAH

YOURE HIS SON RIGHT SAID YEAH YOU SEEN HIM

THEY WERE LIKE YEAH HES PROBABLY STILL OVER THERE IN

JERSEY WAS LIKE ALL RIGHT ALL RIGHT THAT MAKES
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SENSE KEEP THE OLDER GUYS OVER THERE AND BRING IN THE

NEW GUYS SO FOUND OUT HE WAS OKAY AND MY DAY WAS

LOT BETTER SO AT THAT POINT NOW IT WAS JUST ABOUT

HELPING ANYBODY WHO CAME OUT

FOR AT LEAST THREE FOUR HOURS AFTER THAT

THERE WAS JUST NOTHING TO DO THE TRIAGE CENTER WE

WERE IN HAD TO BE EVACUATED BECAUSE THEY WERE PRETTY

SURE THAT BUILDING WAS GOING TO COME DOWN INTO IT SO

WE ALL MOVED OVER TO PACE UNIVERSITY AT THAT POINT

THERE WAS JUST NOTHING BUT COPS DONT KNOW WHY

THERE WERE COURT OFFICERS OVER THERE IT DIDNT EVEN

MAKE SENSE THAT THE COURT OFFICERS WERE THERE THIS IS

MY OPINION BUT THEY WERE THERE LIKE JUST MILLING

AROUND COPS FIREFIGHTERS EVERYBODY WAS JUST HELPING

OUT BRINGING ALL THE EQUIPMENT OVER TO PACE

UNIVERSITY THEN THEY HAD AN EVEN BETTER TRIAGE CENTER

SET UP OVER THERE THEY HAD LIKE LITTLE BEDS AND

STUFF AT THAT POINT RAN INTO FEW EMTS

RECOGNIZED WENT INTO SALGUERA FROM 16 LETS SEE

WHO ELSE DID RUN INTO THAT WAS IT THEN RAN INTO

FEW FIRE CADET BUDDIES THAT GRADUATED WITH

THROUGHOUT THE DAY AND THAT WAS PRETTY MUCH IT

AT ONE POINT THINK IT WAS LIEUTENANT

DAVID HE HAD SAID IT WAS AROUND 700 OCLOCK AT
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NIGHT HE HAD SAID FOR US TO GO HOME BECAUSE THEY

WERENT GOING TO PULL ANYBODY OUT AND KNEW THEY

WERENT GOING TO PULL ANYBODY OUT ALIVE BUT JUST IN

CASE THEY HAD FLOOD OF BODIES THEY WERE GOING TO PULL

OUT COULD HELP BUT AT THAT POINT WAS JUST VERY

DRAINED PISSED OFF UPSET SAD SCARED IT WAS LIKE

YOU KNOW WHAT

SO THEN WENT BACK TO MY BIKE WENT BACK

TO MY BIKE WHICH WAS ON DEY AND SHE WAS COMPLETELY

MESS HER TIRES WERE BURNT OFF SHE WAS COMPLETELY

DUSTED SO TOOK THE CHAIN OFF AND LUGGED HER UP

PUT THE BIKE ON MY BACK AND STARTED WALKING TOWARDS

CHAMBERS AND RAN INTO FIREFIGHTER WHO QUESTIONED

ME ABOUT THE FIRE JACKET HAD ON HE HAD LOOKED AT ME

AND HE WAS LIKE WHAT ARE YOU DOING WITH THAT JACKET

IM LIKE IM EMS HES LIKE OH OKAY IM LIKE YOU

THINK ID BE STEALING BIKE AT TIME LIKE THIS HE

GOES ITS NOT THE BIKE IM WORRIED ABOUT

PRIOR TO THAT DID BREAK OPEN COMMAND CAR

JUST FOR YOU KNOW IF ANYBODY WONDERED WHY

INAUDIBLE BROKE INTO COMMAND CAR HAD ASKED
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FIREFIGHTER AT ONE POINT TO OPEN IT UP FOR ME

ASKED HIM FOR AN AX OR HALLIGAN TOOL HE WAS LIKE

WELL WHO ARE YOU WAS LIKE WORK FOR EMS HE WAS

LIKE YOU GOT ANY ID JUST THE WAY HE SAID IT PISSED ME

OFF SO DIDNT EVEN SHOW HIM ID WALKED AWAY

GO OVER TO POLICE OFFICER AND GO GUYS CAN YOU DO

ME FAVOR AND OPEN UP THE COMMAND CAR FOR ME WITHOUT

ANY QUESTIONS ASKED ID OR ANYTHING LIKE THAT HE WENT

OVER TO THE COMMAND CAR BUSTED THE GLASS OPEN AND WE

GOT ALL THE EQUIPMENT OUT OF THERE LIKE THAT

THERE WERE FEW LITTLE TRIAGE CENTERS AS

MATTER OF FACT THROUGHOUT THE DAY THAT WERE LIKE SET

UP THAT STARTED BEING SHUT DOWN AND MOVED TO BIGGER

TRIAGE CENTER FOUND OUT THERE WAS ONE IN LIBERTY

PLAZA SO THROUGHOUT THE DAY WAS JUST HELPING

COLLECT EQUIPMENT WAS CARRYING THE TANKS THE

OXYGEN TANKS THE CRATE HOLDS THINK TEN TWELVE

AND CARRIED LIKE ONE OF THOSE WHOLE BLOCK BEFORE

DECIDED WASNT SUPERMAN BECAUSE THOSE THINGS ARE

HEAVY ASKED FOR HELP AND CARRIED IT THE REST OF THE

WAY BUT BEFORE WOULD HAVE TO GO HOME HAD TO TAKE

THAT BIKE ON MY BACK AND WALK FROM AT THAT POINT

WAS WHERE PACE UNIVERSITY WAS AT ALL THE WAY TO

CANAL STREET CARRYING THE BIKE ON MY BACK AND THAT WAS
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PRETTY MUCH IT

GOT HOME GOT TO 28TH STREET AND

REMEMBER PEOPLE JUST LOOKING AT ME LIKE JESUS CHRIST

LOOK AT HIM LIKE THEY COULDNT BELIEVE IT WENT

INTO FUNERAL PARLOR BECAUSE THEY HAD TV ON AND THEY

WERE SHOWING ALL THIS STUFF THAT HAPPENED AND HAD

NEVER ACTUALLY SEEN THE PLANES GO INTO THE TOWERS

BECAUSE WHEN WAS IN THE GYM AT THE POINT WHEN WAS

IN THE GYM JUST HEARD WE WERE UNDER ATTACK AND THAT

THE PENTAGON WAS HIT AND THE TRADE CENTER AND

PENNSYLVANIA BUT DIDNT SEE THE PLANE GO INTO THE

BUILDING UNTIL GOT INTO THE FUNERAL PARLOR LIKE HOURS

LATER AND SAT WITH THEM AND THEY WERE LIKE OH MY

GOD YOU WERE DOWN THERE THEYRE LIKE YO YOU WANT

SOME WATER YOU WANT SOMETHING TO EAT YOU KNOW WHAT

MEAN THAT FELT GOOD THAT THEY ACKNOWLEDGED ME LIKE

THAT IM LIKE NO DONT WORRY ABOUT THAT JUST

WANT TO WATCH THIS REAL QUICK

THEN GOT HOME BACK TO MY AT THE TIME

GIRLFRIEND NOW WIFE GOT HOME AND SHE WAS CRYING

GOT HOME AND MY PARENTS HAD THOUGHT WAS DEAD

BECAUSE MY MOTHER IS IN FLORIDA AND MY FATHER HE WAS

IN JERSEY MY BROTHER DECIDES TO GO TO SLEEP AT 900

OCLOCK SO HE DIDNT KNOW WHAT WAS GOING ON UNTIL 300



48

CHARLES

OCLOCK IN THE AFTERNOON HE WOKE UP TO MY MOTHER

YELLING OVER THE ANSWERING MACHINE HE JUMPS UP AND HE

KNEW SOMETHING WAS WRONG BECAUSE THE WAY SHE WAS

YELLING HE GOES OVER TO THE ANSWERING MACHINE 14

BACK TO BACK MESSAGES SO HE STARTED LISTENING TO

THEM MY WIFE HAD CALLED THEY WERE LOOKING FOR ME

EVERYBODY WAS LOOKING FOR ME AND MY FATHER AND THEY

HAD KNEW MY FATHER WAS OKAY BECAUSE THAT CALL CAME IN

AT 200 OCLOCK BUT THEY HADNT RECEIVED CALL FROM

ME UNTIL LIKE 500 600 OCLOCK SO THEY THOUGHT

WAS DEAD AND MY MOTHER IS MAKING PRAYER AND THEYRE

LIKE WELL IF HES GONE HE WENT TO HELL IM LIKE

OKAY

SO AFTER EVERYTHING WAS SAID AND DONE HAD

TO REPORT BACK TO WORK HERE THE NEXT DAY CALLED MY

LIEUTENANT SAID WAS OFF AT 800 HE SAID WELL

YOU HAVE TO COME BACK AT 800 OCLOCK IN THE MORNING

THOUGHT TO MYSELF THE HELL AM YOU KNOW WHAT IM

SAYING AT THAT POINT EVERYTHING STARTED HITTING ME

IT WAS JUST LIKE IT STARTED TO BOTHER ME AND JUST GOT

REALLY SAD AND DEPRESSED GOT BACK INTO WORK

EVENTUALLY ABOUT LIKE 400 OCLOCK IN THE AFTERNOON THE

NEXT DAY BUT WASNT RUSHING BACK IN BECAUSE WAS SO

TIRED AND DRAINED AND IT WAS LIKE AND TO BE HONEST
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WITH YOU SHOULD HAVE NEVER LEFT THAT DAY SHOULD

HAVE JUST STAYED THERE UNTIL PASSED OUT OF EXHAUSTION

OR SOMETHING SHOULDNT HAVE LEFT BECAUSE WAS

TIRED THAT DAY AND THOSE GUYS WHO STAYED THERE LIKE TWO

WEEKS STRAIGHT AND WENT HOME SO THATS THE ONLY

THING FELT GUILTY ABOUT IF ANYTHING FELT GUILTY

IT WAS THAT MEAN IT WAS JUST LIKE THE WORST DAY IN

EVERYBODYS LIVES MEAN COULDNT BELIEVE IT

REMEMBER WHAT PISSED ME OFF GOING HOME WAS

THE FACT THAT EVERYBODY WAS LIKE LAUGHING AND LOOKING

LIKE THEY WERE GOING OUT TO THE BARS AND STILL EATING

IN DINERS IM LIKE KNOW PEOPLE ARE SUPPOSED TO GO

ON BUT THAT WAS TO ME LITTLE TOO SOON PEOPLE WERE

OUT THERE LAUGHING IN THE STREETS AND THEN THERES

LAUGHING AND THEY STOPPED TO LOOK AT ME LIKE OH MY

GOD LOOK AT HIM LOOK AT HIS BIKE IT WAS WEIRD

THATS PRETTY MUCH IT MEAN ANYTHING ELSE

THAT WILL COME TO MIND IM TRYING TO WRITE LITTLE

SCRIPTURE ABOUT EVERYTHING WENT THROUGH THAT DAY

SO OF COURSE STUFF LIKE THAT WILL COME BACK TO ME

LATER GUESS THATS PRETTY MUCH IT

OKAY IS THERE ANYTHING YOUD LIKE TO ADD TO

THIS INTERVIEW

NO NOT REALLY
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MR ECCLESTON THE INTERVIEW IS BEING

CONCLUDED AT 2212 THE COUNTER ON THE RECORDER IS

775
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