
 

Ghost Riders in the Sky

An Alternative 9-11 Scenario

by A. K. Dewdney

Release Version 1.4; December 5th 2002
PART 3

This is a lengthy document

To reduce download time,
it has been subdivided

Parts 1, 2 & 3

INTRODUCTION

PLEASE NOTE: THIS ARTICLE WILL BE
RETAINED ON FERAL NEWS, FOR THE TIME
BEING,, FOR 'ARCHIVAL' PURPOSES - BUT
HAS BEEN SUPERCEDED BY A NEW 9/11

HYPOTHESIS: OPERATION PEARL.

OPERATION PEARL, ALSO BY DR A.K.
DEWDNEY, CAN BE READ ON THE NEWLY-

LAUNCHED WEBSITE:

- Oct 2oth 2003

Magic Carpet Air Services (cont. from Part 2)

The trail left by Atta, as we have it today, involves only those activities that support, in one
way or another, his role as a terrorist. However, each activity has a parallel interpretation
under the Magic Carpet scenario. For example, in January of 2001, Atta flew to Madrid,
returning after six days. Was he consulting with the upper echelons of Al Qaeda or taking
a vacation thanks to his inflated salary? In February and March of 2001, Atta and others
are remembered as having inquired about crop-dusting planes at the agricultural spraying
firm of South florida Crop Care. Again in August of the same year, Atta and friends made
inquiries at another crop-dusting operation in Belle Glade, florida. Were they planning
anthrax attacks or learning about crop-dusting operations for Magic Carpet Air Services?

From mid-May to mid-June, Atta and Al-Shehhi lived in Hollywood, Florida while they
took flight training. For Al Qaeda or Magic Carpet? In late June, Atta traveled to Las
Vegas, meeting there with Alhazmi, Hanjour, Al-Shehhi and Jarrah. Another Las Vegas
meeting in mid-August included Hanjour and Alhamzi. Were these an Qaeda planning
sessions or a Magic Carpet business meetings?

A succesion of flights by Atta in June and July of that year (Ft. Lauderdale to Boston,
Boston to New York, Newark to Ft. Lauderdale) are just as consistent with the Magic
Carpet operation as they are with the al Qaeda scenario. Again, in early July, Atta flew to
Spain again, touring the country for 12 days, an activity which is somewhat more
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consistent with an extended vacation (encouraged by Magic Carpet executives) than it is
with an al Qaeda strategy session.

On July 31, a waitress and bartender at the Pelican Alley restaurant in Venice, Fl overhear
Atta, Al Shehhi, and a third heavy-set gentleman are overheard arguing about money. Big
guy: "We're talking $200,000. We've got to answer to the family!" The waitress thought
they were mafia. (MCMN, 2002a) The figure of $200,000 happens to coincide with the
estimated cost of the September 11 operation to al Qaida. In this context it could as easily
be an argument about salaries.

Equally bland activities in mid-August involve a four day car rental by Atta and Al-Shehhi
in Pompano Beach and a three-day rental of a Piper aircraft at Palm Beach. Were they
visiting Al Qaeda operatives or touring air service sites or just vacationing?

After purchasing two tickets for American Airlines Flight 11 (on the internet) in late
August, Atta appeared in Shuckum's Oyster Bar in Hollywood, Florida. Atta drank
Cranberry juice and played the pinball machine while his colleague Al-Shehhi drank
alcohol with a third, unidentified man. Was the third party another hijacker or an
executive with Magic Carpet?

On what may well have been their last night on Earth, Atta, Alomari, and Al-Shehhi visit
the Red Eyed Jacks sports bar in Daytona Beach, where they spent heavily on drinks and
lap dancers. There may or may not have been a fourth party with them. The celebrants
were careful to engage in some audible (and possibly prompted) America-bashing, saying
"Wait 'til to-morrow, America is going to see bloodshed." They were also careful to leave a
Qur'an on the bar, of course. (CBS News, 2001)

Later that evening, Atta and Alomari checked into the Comfort Inn in South Portland.
Security cameras caught them at a nearby gas station, at two separate ATMs and in the
local Wal Mart. Was this the night before the alleged suicide missions or, as far as the
Magic Carpet trainees were concerned, just another business trip? (ABC, 2001) In what
must have been a superhuman effort, the FBI spent literally thousands or hours going
through miles of videotape from every ATM, gas station and supermarket in the area. How
else could they have come upon the tapes so quickly?

It is quite possible that no Magic Carpet operation, or anything like it, was ever launched.
Instead, Atta and at least some of the others were well aware that they were "going
through motions," earning large sums of money in the process, thanks to CIA paymasters.
One piece of evidence that supports this possibility are rumors that appeared in
Newsweek magazine, the Washington Post and the Miami Herald in 2001 (MCMN, 2001).
These media outlets alleged that Atta had attended International Officers School at
Maxwell Air Force Base in Montgomery Alabama.

The "mother of all hijackers" is, of course, Ousama bin Laden himself. Since September 11,
2001, videotapes of bin Laden pontifications have turned up in abandoned houses, caves,
and other venues with a frequency sufficient to warrant charges of littering against Al
Qaida. The tapes, which were made with unbelievable incompetance, have extremely
fuzzy sound tracks which can be interpreted to mean almost anything. In the earlier tapes,
this can be put down to casual incompetance, but in the later ones, which the makers
would know were going to media outlets, the fuzzy sound tracks are frankly not possible.
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The tapes varied in content, from discussions of the Trade Center attacks to explanations
of why Al Qaida is attacking western targets. The scripts are laid out in contemporary
Islamic boilerplate which students of Middle Eastern politics would instantly recognize.

Suspicion that some or all of the interpretations are essentially faked has been widespread
since late 2001. For example, a videotape reported to contain the complete text of a
declamation against the west was found in late November, 2002. The text, subsequently
published in many newspapers, aroused widespread indignation against bin Laden and Al
Qaida (not to mention an accompanying deepening of the mistrust with which Arabs
and/or Muslims are viewed in North America). The tape was analysed by the Swiss AI
Institute, which issued a statement saying that the audio portion of the tape was not
compatible with the video portion, being superadded at another time. (SMH, 2002)

Mopping up

The extensive "training program," the hitech hijacking, and the cellphone operation would
involve dozens of persons. If Mossad were to carry out such an operation, for example,
many of the operatives would be Mossad officers (katsas) and helpers (sayanim), as well
as outsiders with appropriate talents for various special tasks. Although Mossad personnel
can be counted on to keep their mouths shut, what can one do about those who might talk
too much? Harsh though it may seem, the simplest thing to do is to get rid of the
unreliable personnel -- for good.

The simplest and most effective way to "mop up" after a highly sensitive operation
involving many operatives is to put the less reliable ones on a passenger aircraft with a
cover story that they are being sent to an out-of-the-way place "for their own good" until
things blow over. On October 4th, 2001, less than one month after the aircraft hijackings, a
Sibur Airlines TU-154 flying from Tel Aviv to Novosibirsk went down in the Black Sea,
killing all 77 passengers and aircrew. Initial reports indicated two explosions, one at
altitude, the other just before impact, leading some to suspect that two bombs had been
placed aboard the aircraft. However, the story changed within days when US "officials"
stated that the aircraft had been shot down by Ukrainian missiles during military
exercises, a charge flatly denied by Ukrainian military spokespersons. (CNN, 2001)

What is "complicated"?

Some readers have complained that the alternate scenario spelled out in this document is
"too complicated." Complication, however, is a purely relative matter. What may seem
"too complicated" to me or to you may turn out to be quite simple when the goal of an
operation is taken into account. Consider, for example, the relatively minor goal of an
operation described by former Mossad officer Victor Ostrovsky while still working for
Mossad and assigned to an European post. (Ostrovsky & Hoy, 1990)

It was learned from internal sources that the Syrian Air Attaché was going to Europe to
buy furniture for new administrative quarters that had been constructed for the Syrian Air
Force in Damascus. Mossad planned to take advantage of this information by planting
listening devices in the furniture at some point between purchase and delivery. The
perceived potential payoff in new information made the following "complicated"
operation worthwhile.
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With three weeks before the purchase was to be made, operatives had to move fast. They
set up a dummy furniture brokerage company, printed expensive brochures, trained an
officer (katsa) in sales techniques and sales lingo, brought in cooperators (sayanim) to
stage a scene, followed the movements of both the Air Attaché and his Aide during the few
days they were in Brussels, waited for the Attaché to leave for Paris, followed the Aide to
an expensive furniture store, brought in a katsa pretending to be a furniture broker,
brought in a sayan posing as a satisfied customer, had the sayan thank the katsa profusely
within earshot of the Aide for a wonderful deal, had the sayan leave, and had the katsa
engage the Aide in conversation, showing him a brochure of expensive furniture.

The Aide was so impressed by the marvelous deal, as spelled out by the katsa, that he
agreed at once and sat down with the katsa to draw up a shopping list of tables, chairs, and
what have you. The deal became irresistible when the Aide realized that he could pocket
the difference between list price and the actual amount being charged by the "salesman."
Mossad then purchased the items, shipping two of the tables to Israel by private jet, where
Mossad experts spent days installing complicated microphones and radio gear, sending
the tables back to Brussels, then shipping the entire purchase to Syria.

The overall operation was a good deal more complicated than this. It may well be asked,
"Why so complicated?" especially for such a minor payback. Given the value of the goal to
Mossad, however, and the mere fact that the plan was feasible, Mossad proceeded with the
operation. Under the circumstances, it may well have been the simplest method.
According to Ostrovsky, such operations are routine. Modern intelligence organizations
like Mossad not only gather intelligence, they create "facts," frame people, carry out
assassinations, organize political events, and even provide training for militants in other
countries.

How much more complication would be allowable for a really important operation like
hijacking four aircraft and blaming it on Arab terrorists? Considering the payoff, the
methods outlined here are not only relatively simple, but not atypical of methods in the
Mossad playbook.

Who benefitted?

If the September 11 attacks are regarded as an unsolved crime, the most reasonable
approach is to follow standard criminal investigation technique, asking in effect, "Who
benefitted?" Assuming for the moment that Al Qaida is not the perpetrator, the finger of
suspicion swings 180 degrees; Ehud Sprinzak, an Israeli expert on terrorism at the
Hebrew University in Jerusalem, referred to the attacks as follows: "From the perspective
of Jews, it is the most important public relations act ever committed in our favor."
(Jackson, 2001) This observation ties in with a news report that was nearly lost in the
post-September 11 shuffle.

Within an hour of the attacks on the WTC towers, five Israelis were spotted in a parking
lot near Liberty State Park in New Jersey, directly across the Hudson River from the twin
trade towers. Three of them stood on the roof of a white cube van, taking videos of the
disaster and, according to an eyewitness who watched them through binoculars, shouting
with cries of joy and mockery. (Melman, 2001) The witness, who watched the five from a
building adjacent to the parking lot, reported their strange behaviour to the FBI
immediately. The five men, described as "Israeli tourists," were picked up by the FBI, two
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of them being subsequently identified as working for "Israeli intelligence." (ABC, 2002)
The five were held for approximately two months, then deported to Israel. This apparently
real celebration provides an ironic contrast with the faked Palestinian one.

Certain elements in the United States also stand to benefit. First, there was an immediate
excuse to engage in a lengthy military exercise that would involve the expenditure of
hundreds of millions of dollars worth of munitions, a plus for the arms industry.
Strategically, the United States would also benefit from the ensuing "war on terrorism"
because it promises to secure American control of the extraordinarily rich Central Asian
oil fields via Afghanistan, the natural pipeline corridor to the Persian Gulf. Of course,
Afghanistan was the alleged base of Al Qaida operations.

If the United States and Israel are jointly culpable of this crime, it would not be unfair to
ask what role each played in the disaster. Under the alternative scenario, it would seem
likely that by secret arrangement Israel's Mossad took care of the aircraft attacks under a
separate (and purely oral) "contract." That way, the right hand would not know what the
left hand was doing, except in the most general terms; elements in the US government
would have known that some kind of attack was coming.

In one of many ironic twists that accompany this scenario, the declaration by the US
Department of State that they had definite information that Al Qaida was responsible may
actually have been true.

Implications of the alternative scenario

If the September 11 attacks were planned and executed as a combined clandestine
operation between Mossad and some US agencies such as the CIA and NSA (with God
knows what involvement by the Joint Chiefs and the White House), it can be reliably
inferred that other attacks blamed on Al Qaida are also fakes or "dirty tricks" in CIA
parlance. These would include the bombing of the US embassies in Kenya and Tanzania
on August 7, 1998, as well as the attack on the USS Cole on October 12, 2000, in the port
of Aden, Yemen.

Self-attack is the theme of some scandalous proposals of the Joint Chiefs and the National
Security Agency to launch attacks on American targets, blaming them on Cuban terrorists
some decades ago. (Bamford, 2001) The schemes code-named "Operation Northwoods"
and "Operation Mongoose" both involved terror attacks, mostly on US soil. The attacks
included blowing up a ship at the US naval base in Guantanamo, Cuba, sinking boatloads
of refugees, mounting a "communist" terror campaign in Miami which included bombings
and the assassination of prominent Cuban exiles. More to the point, a proposal signed by
the Joint Chiefs of Staff and presented to President Kennedy involved a "real or
simulated" airliner hijacking which would result in the deaths of all aboard. The purpose
of the proposal was to blame Cubans, recruiting public opinion to the point where the
media would back a direct military invasion of the country. (Kennedy rejected the plan.)

It would consequently be fair to infer that Al Qaida itself is not exactly your run-of-
the-mill terrorist operation. (As the only Arabic word in the Scrabble dictionary, "qaid"
might well be the inspiration for the original name of the organization.) The possibility
emerges that Al Qaida is a front under joint Israel-US control. Links between bin Laden
and the CIA, as well as between the bin Laden and Bush families are well known. With "Al
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Qaida" performing the necessary terrorist services, the United States gets a free hand to
engage in whatever military operations it likes, while Israel gets a free hand on the West
Bank and Gaza. This in no way precludes the possibility that some members of Al Qaida
may think they belong to a genuine terrorist organization, including bin Laden himself.
(The whole operation becomes increasingly reminiscent of Joseph Heller's novel,
Catch-22, wherein Milo Minderbinder sells US Air Force bombing services to the
Germans.)

Unfortunately, we are not living in a novel or a movie. However, the surreal quality of the
September 11 attacks, noted by many observers, may be an unwitting, grassroots comment
on the overly-dramatic, near-cinematic quality of the attacks. What might be called
"Hollywood evil" (rather than the "banal evil" thought to lie behind the Jewish Holocaust,
for example) has been invoked in the form of a terrorist who has no real cause, who,
having being made insane by his religion, simply loves to kill people and looks forward to
martyrdom. (Or perhaps he is "envious of western civilization.") Such imagery has played
a key role in media reporting on the Middle East since well before the September 11
attacks.

Why now?

Under the alternate scenario, the timing of the September 11 terror attacks can be directly
related to Israel's discomfiture, one should say extreme discomfiture, with a slow turning
of the tide of public opinion in the west against Israel for its treatment of the Palestinians.
The change is more noticeable in Europe than in North America, but Israel has feared that
as time went on, more and more Americans would become disillusioned with Israel and
there would be increasing political pressure on elected officials to begin changing
America's relationship with Israel.

This was not to be tolerated, as more than $100 billion dollars (probably a conservative
estimate) has been sent from the United States to Israel since the 1950s. With this money
and only with this money, most of it "foreign aid," much of it in donations, Israel has been
able to survive economically. Much of the foreign aid money goes right back to the United
States, being spent on American arms.

Among the pressure items prompting Israel to act now was the UN conference on racism
in Durban which addressed, among other matters, the issue of Israeli state racism.
American and Israeli delegates walked out of the conference as soon as the item was
raised.

Another pressure item was the filing by Palestinian complainants of a brief to the Belgian
Court of International Law on the June 18 2001. The Palestinians were survivors of the
Sabra and Shatila massacres in Lebanon in 1982. Their brief singled out Ariel Sharon and
other Israelis. It came just one day after a BBC documentary concluded that Sharon was
indictable for war crimes and crimes against humanity. Thought to constitute a strong
legal challenge, the complaint seemed likely to lead to trial. Sharon would be charged
under the 1993 Law for the Repression of Grave Breaches of the Geneva Conventions of
1949 and of additional Protocols I and II. Sharon took the prospects of a trial seriously
enough to hire a Belgian lawyer Michele Hirsch to derail the proceedings.

American policy in the Middle East, broadly conceived, has come to resemble Israel's
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policy on the West Bank and in relation to neighbouring Arab states. Israel, which has
been using the word "terrorist" for several decades, urging it upon the US media at every
opportunity, uses the label to obscure the roots of "terrorism" in its own policies in the
West Bank, Gaza, and in neighbouring Arab states. Its continuing response to Palestinian
militancy seems calculated to guarantee a continuing source of violence that permits Israel
to pose as a victim, rather than a perpetrator.

The media

Sadly, ever since the Gulf War, the US media, particularly television news operations, have
been under strict control of the Pentagon in any and all matters relating to military
reporting. (MacArthur, 1993) Gone are the days of the independent reporter roaming the
war zone, as was the case in Vietnam. Reporters who do not toe the Pentagon line,
adopting its interpretation of events, are simply not invited to press briefings. The media
have, furthermore, been subtly influenced into adopting the "terrorist" spin urged upon it
by parties with an interest in promoting hatred of Arabs and/or Muslims.

In this context the American news media have become enthusiastic partners in the war on
terrorism, serving narrow interests that it interprets as "American." Under the scenario
developed in this report, it can be reasonably be suggested that had the media not allowed
its own best interests to be undermined in this way over the last two decades, the
September 11 attacks would not have taken place. For without the guarantee of a news
media already programmed to fall instantly into line with the "terrorism" spin urged upon
it by the Pentagon, the planners of this tragedy would surely have thought twice. (Where
are Woodward and Bernstein when you really need them?)

By allowing the "terrorist" to become a separate, amorphous entity, straight out of Central
Casting, the media have guaranteed that legitimate struggles for self-determination,
driven as they sometimes are to violent expression, will result in more "terrorists,"
involving American forces in a never-ending search for the boogey-man of the new
millennium:

"So cowboy change your ways to-day or with us you will ride chasing this devil herd across
these endless skies."

Summary

This document describes an alternate method to achieve the effects witnessed on the
morning of September 11, 2001. There can be little doubt that the method, consisting of
the sarin/INS component and the cellphone operation, will work. No claim is made that
this method was actually used, only that a clandestine operation by the side with the most
to gain happens to be more consistent with various facts on the ground (about which there
is no dispute) than is the standard explanation involving "Arab hijackers" and Al Qaida.

These facts include the political background, wherein Al Qaida is the only terrorist
organization ever to attack a target or targets without claiming responsibility, and wherein
Israel and the United States are the real beneficiaries of the attacks.

The alternate scenario is also more consistent with the following events than is the
standard explanation: intelligence leaks; the virtual celebration in Palestine on the day of
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the attacks; the prior attempt to blow up the World Trade Center towers; the missing
interceptors; the missing passengers; the missing black boxes; the (apparently) planted
evidence; the mystery of Ziad Jarrah. In short, if the entire constellation of events behind
the September 11 attacks is regarded as a jigsaw puzzle, the pieces of the puzzle already in
place would represent the facts which everyone knows and about which there is no
disagreement from any quarter. The pieces not yet placed include the White House
scenario and the alternate scenario described here. The first piece has the right overall
shape but, when we try to actually put it in the proposed space of the puzzle, it doesn't
actually fit. The piece proposed by the White House must find a very different place in the
puzzle, perhaps in the cover-story corner.

One may approach the problems posed by the official White House explanation of
September 11 from a scientific point of view. What is the probability that the standard
explanation is correct? To find out, one would simply multiply the probabilities of the
component parts: Thus if one says that interceptors are sent up only half the time when
airliners go off course (instead of all the time), that black boxes are found only half the
time (instead of virtually all the time), that passengers are missing from passenger lists
half the time (instead of rarely), that at least one out of 100 cellphone calls get through at
least half the time, then the probability that all four elements are present in an event
(without taking any of the other elements into account) is no more than one-sixteenth.
This should be enough to make any rational person suspicious, especially as this brief
probability analysis goes out of its way to favor the official explanation.

The author is aware of allegations made by others that the Pentagon attack was in some
manner faked, involving a much smaller aircraft, that the WTC towers were assisted in
their demolition by planted explosives, and that approximately 130 Israelis that should
have been among the WTC dead were not. Such possibilities have been excluded from the
present analysis for the sake of simplicity and without further comment. Also excluded is
the analysis of potentially endless faked terror attacks, such as the bombing in Bali
(Israeli-made C4 plastic explosive discovered on site) or the Washington area sniper (Mr.
Muhamad's name was not actually "Muhamad," he had no "white van," etc. etc.).

Recommendations:

The mere possibility that the September 11 attacks had a quite different
source demands two responses:

1. An open, public inquiry into the attacks should be set up under an
independent judicial body. Investigations currently under way in the US
Congress may well be compromised by the attempts of Bush and Cheney to
limit their scope, itself a suspicious circumstance.

2. The evidence presented in the trials of Salameh, Ayyad and others in
relation to the 1993 Trade Center bombing should be re-examined by an
independent judicial body in open hearings.

About the author

A. K. Dewdney is a professor of computer science, a science writer, a student of Middle
Eastern affairs, and a supporter of human rights. He can be reached by email at
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akd@uwo.ca or by telephone at (519) 6798-8105. Academic website:
http://www.csd.uwo.ca/faculty/akd/. There is more about Prefessor Dewdney on this
website is HERE.

Recommended reading

N. M. Ahmed. 2002. The War on Freedom: How and why America was attacked,
September 11, 2001. Tree of Life Publications, CA.

This book is ably researched and documented by a well-known scholar with impeccable
credentials. The present article complements Ahmed's book which misses only one major
element - a genuine alternate scenario for the events of September 11, 2001. It can be
found in many book stores or ordered on Amazon.com, as well
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Note: the reference technique used here is non-standard in that it lists the reference in
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History of Releases:

This document has undergone successive revisions as more information about the
September 11 attacks came to light. Thoughtful comments by knowledgeable readers made
this succession of increasingly feasible scenarios possible.

Release 1.0: January 22, 2002: In this scenario, hijackers were recruited by an intelligence
agency under what former Mossad officer Victor Ostrovsky has called a "false flag"
operation.

Release 1.1: February 4, 2002: In this scenario, the use of hijackers was assumed to be too
risky and two all-electronic hijacking operations were explored.

Release 1.2: March 8, 2002: After expert criticism relating to impossibility of disabling
manual control, a new approach developed. On the assumption that the passengers and
crew of the aircraft were gassed first, the whole operation became an order of magnitude
simpler.

Release 1.3: August 30, 2002: A partial transcript of the telephone conversations allegedly
made from Flight 93 was made the basis for a more detailed exploration of how fake cell
phone and "airfone" messages might be managed.

Release 1.4: December 5, 2002: One of many possible ways that Arab immigrants/visitors
to the US could be converted to "terrorists" brings the last major piece of the puzzle into
position.

NEW - Experimental data support's Dewdney's 9/11

hypothesis
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