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Realm of the dragons: (;reen tone 
show~ Lhe giant lizards' tiny kingclom. 

Gleam of gold on the hide of a newly 
hatched Komodo dims with maturity. 
"The 21 1/ 2-inch baby weighed next 
lo nothing," said the author. It coiled 
inside a shell the size of a goose egg. 



.
'·.· .. :J folds of ~kin on t(1cir llank5_ will strctc!1 smvoth after a full ~ical. When angered, the reptiles puff 
'"·· out their necks. Spc•ck!es of bonv calcmm make th1;,.!i!=.alxlurl..r.:~·~41..r.:u:ss..fC1r-b.a..1H~ags and shoes. 
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8 76). About a thousand of the lizards- -largest in the world--survive o 1 four tropical 
islands: ,,Komrnlo, Rintja, l'adar, and the southwestern corner of Flo cs. Hoping to 
save Varanits komodoensis from cxtinctiQn, the Indonesian Govcrrn 1cnt has pro
claimed part of Rintja a drag,,r, sanctuarr, am! has restricted export of the giants. 
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