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PREFACE
This One Volume Encyclopedia of Jewish Knowledge is designed to

meet a recognized want. It is a readable guide through the maze of Jewish

history, incidents, experiences, persecutions, ideas, cultural efforts, and the

lives of great Jews and Jewesses. The Jewish record is unique. It knows no

confines of space, historic time or human interest. The Jew is thrust upon the

attention of the most casual reader of the press almost daily. Yet almost any

Jewish incident presents a complex of diverse countries, or covers widely sepa-

rated periods. Casual reading, or even casual conversation, when the Jew is

the topic, prompts questions. The answers, if they are to appeal, and to be

added to the stock of acquired knowledge, must be terse and simple. There are

tens of thousands of readers in all English-speaking countries who therefore

need an up-to-date reference book. Tools of this type are part of the modern
equipment of life and study. A large group of young Jews and Jewesses, in

all parts of the U. S. A. have in recent years become seriously interested in a

great variety of Jewish subjects. Where college or school work permits, they

give preference to Jewish topics in selecting essay themes. These students, no

more than their elders, are prepared to wade through prolix dissertations to

get at essential facts. For them a reference book to be useful must be suf-

ficiently ample in factual detail to cover the topic.

This is the standard set up in the compilation of the One Volume
Encyclopedia of Jewish Knowledge. The task of compressing 4,000 years

of record into a single volume of approximately 700,000 words was no light

task. From an index of over 100,000 names of persons, places, topics, "func-

tional" terms, book titles, and liturgical headings some 6,000 captions were

selected. This selected list involves some 25,000 individual and place-names,

book titles, etc., and are representative of the whole field. The selection and
the length of treatment of each article was guided by a good journalistic

principle, frequency of public interest. Forty years of working association

with the Jewish press on both sides of the Atlantic guided the editor as to the

relative interests of Jews. Months spent on other matters in the Jewish

Division of the New York Public Library provided a rough estimate as to

what fields the younger generation chooses for theme work.

For the benefit of the student it can be said that the biographies of all

those who lived prior to the fall of the Jewish state in 70, if arranged in

chronological order, will provide a fairly detailed review of Jewish history to

that date. Similarly the articles under place-names are not only fully informa-

tive of Jewish association with towns, cities and countries, but provide a prac-
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tical working outline of Jewish history geographically arranged. Much more
has been usefully condensed by the chronological tables of Emancipation,

Expulsions, etc. The frequency of interest test guided the presentation of the

long resumes of Palestinean and German Jewish history, the extended account

of the history of anti-Semitism, and of Modern Hebrew Literature. Practical

utility decided bringing all matters relating to the history of the Jews in the

U. S. A. under one general caption.

Every encyclopedia presents the problem of rejection and preference. In

this volume, guided by the test mentioned, preference has been given in the

biographies, after 70, first to the great teachers involved in the creation of the

Talmudic literature, then to distinct contributors to Jewish thought to the

nth century, compressing most in those fields which have ceased to interest

or concern any wide public. The great biographical expansion begins with the

19th century and extends to our own time, not only because there is more
factual material available, but because beginning with the French Revolution

Jews were enabled to play a part in all the fields of endeavor and thus came
to do things as well as make contributions to somewhat narrow literary fields.

One result of the test employed is that the Jewish contributions to the political

life of the world since Mendelssohn's day are emphasized in the biographies.

This, however, is equally unintentionally balanced by the special article,

Original Jewish Contributions to Civilization which begins on page 399.
The material there set down is stripped of every possible redundancy. It

represents years of patient reading and note taking. It makes no pretense of

omniscience in what is a new field of investigation, but whilst it answers

adequately the question, What have the Jews done in the way of original

contribution, it makes manifest the great variety and highly scientific interests

of Jews. Prompted by no such purpose this table of Original Jewish Con-
tributions disposes of the ad hoc charges of Jewish parasitism and

imitativeness.

At the end of this volume there will be found a working bibliography

which covers practically all the articles sketched. It is not a list of the Hun-
dred Best Books, nor a catalogue of Judaica in the English language. The
editor recognizes in the first place that the vast majority of those who will

use this reference work are familiar only with English, that few readers are

prepared to wade through books the reading of which requires special train-

ing, and moreover few public or institutional libraries are well supplied with

books on Jewish subjects. The selection is therefor strictly utilitarian in

character. The books named are available. Each in its field amplifies the

topic treated in the One Volume Encyclopedia of Jewish Knowledge. The list of

biographies is the most extensive because any "life" describes the atmosphere

of the period which it covers.

In both subjects and treatment the One Volume Encyclopedia of Jewish

Knowledge breaks considerable new ground. This has been rendered possible

by the hearty cooperation of 200 scholars, of whom 167 have permitted their

initials to appear under their contributions. Without their aid it would have
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been impossible to compile so comprehensive a volume in so short a time. The
editor owes them more than formal words of thanks. They have helped in an

undertaking which professes no ism, and advocates no cause. They undertook

to make the recondite simple, and submitted to the rule that everything should

be stated affirmatively. Moreover the list of contributors demonstrates that

there exists to-day in the U. S. A. an abundance of Jewish scholarship well

capable of carrying on the tradition of Jewish learning, and equal to the task of

presenting Jewish knowledge in the form acceptable in the period in which we
live. The contributors consulted hundreds of volumes which may thus be

regarded as the background of this volume. The editor's own diversified read-

ing for this volume can be gauged to some extent from the quotations which

appear in small type under numerous articles. These quotations were selected

for a variety of reasons, but mainly because they either provide the touch of

personality, or serve as condensed appraisals of man or subject. The volume
has been rendered possible by the immense work done in the compilation of

the Jewish Encyclopedia, the Encyclopaedia Judaica, the Judisches Lexicon,

Wininger's Grosse Jiidische National-Biographie, Ernst Keppner's Juden as

Erfinder und Entdecker, Dr. Moritz Kayserling's Die Jiidischen Frauen in der

Geschichte, Adolf Kohut's Beruhmter Israelitische Manner und Frauen in der

Kulturgeschichte der Menscheit, Reisen's Biography of Yiddish Writers, and
Who's Who in American Jewry. All the standard encyclopedias and diction-

aries of biography, including Grove's Dictionary of Music and Musicians, the

Who's Whos of many countries, and many volumes of official reports have been

consulted.

To four of his contributors, who covered whole topics, Rabbis Michael

Alper, Leo M. Reichel, Samuel Cohen and Abraham I. Shinedling, the editor

owes special thanks. The latter two were not only extremely helpful in selection

and advice, but aided in the task of revision and proofreading. In every one of

the editor's literary labors he has had more than loyal cooperation from his

wife, Lillian E. de Haas. Her modesty forbids her initials appearing under

many of the articles she inspired.

The index is not all-inclusive. It is a subject index designed to aid those

who wish to bring together information naturally scattered by the alphabetical

arrangement.

To the publisher, Louis Behrman, the editor feels personally indebted for

his constant encouragement in a difficult task. Few men have the courage to

undertake the publication of a costly work of this kind as a wholly private

venture. In this respect Mr. Behrman has broken new ground. It was his

desire that such a book should be available in every classroom, library and

private home that has made this work possible.

Jacob de Haas.
September, 1934,
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FOR THE GUIDANCE OF THE READER

The transliteration of Hebrew is that used in the Jewish Encyclo-
pedia, without the use of accents or double letters. Thus: Chassidism is

spelt Hasidism; Piyyut, Piyut. With a few exceptions all words which
conventionally use Ch appear under H. Certain irregularities occur. The
public prefers to spell Kasher, Kosher; and Vilna, Wilna, etc.

Where a Hebrew word is immediately followed by an English word
in quotation marks as: EREV: "Evening," the English is a literal

translation. Where an English word is followed by a Hebrew one the
same rule applies.

The Biblical references, and practically all texts quoted are in

accordance to "The Holy Scriptures," published by the Jewish Publica-
tion Society of America.

Whilst in the older chronology Graetz has been followed, where
modern archeological investigation has demonstrated serious discrep-

ancy the newer chronology has been followed.

Abbreviations: b.c.e. indicates Before the Christian Era; c.e., Com-
mon Era (from 1 to 1934), b. represents born, d. died; c. circa (about),

cent., century or centuries according to the text.

The * asterisk after any word indicates an article on that topic

will be found under that title. In the case of names look under surname.
All articles relating to cities in the U.S.A. will be found under

United States of America.
The outstanding historic cities of Europe and Asia are treated

separately, but in many cases cities will be found under the caption of

the state in which they are situated.

Post-war spellings have been added in parenthesis after the names
of cities: KOVNO (Kaunas).



THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF
JEWISH KNOWLEDGE

AARON: Elder son of Amram and Joche-
bed; brother of Miriam and Moses. Played an
important part in the Exodus as spokesman
for his brother. (Ex. ii. 4.) First ordained priest

of Israel, thus separating tribe of Levi into

two permanent divisions, Kohanim (priests),

and Levites (servitors), for the service of tab-
ernacle and temple. Of his four sons two, Phi-
neas and Eleazar, survived him. He lived to

be 123 and was buried in Mount Hor. His rod
was the staff which, turned into a serpent
before Pharaoh, blossomed with almonds in

the tabernacle, and was preserved in the ark.

For surnames derived from Aaron, from
whom Kohanim are reputed descendants, his
office and associate ideas. See: Cohen.

In all outward appearance—as the chief of the tribe
of Levi ... as the spokesman and interpreter, as the
first who "spake to Pharaoh all the words which the
Lord had spoken to Moses, . .

."—Aaron, not Moses,
must have been the representative and leader of Israel.
But Moses was the inspiring, informing soul within
and behind; and, as time rolled on . . . Aaron the
prince and priest had almost disappeared from the view
of history.

—

Arthur Penrhyn Stanley, Lectures on
the History of the Jewish Church, 1870.

See: High Priest; Sceptre, Legend of;

Tabernacle; Temple.

AARON I. and AARON II.: Kings of Kha-
zars mentioned in the list of rulers reported
by King Joseph in his letter to Hasdai.

The list reads: Obadiah, Hezekiah, Manasseh, Ha-
nukkah, Isaac, Zebulun, Moses, Nissim, Aaron, Mena-
hem, Benjamin, and Aaron II., father of King Joseph.

AARON: Character in Shakespeare's "Ti-
tus Andronicus." Aaron is a Moor, beloved by
Tamora, Queen of the Goths. Same type as
Marlowe's "Jew of Malta." The text of "Titus
Andronicus" is in the First Folio, but Bullen
nevertheless believed that Marlowe wrote it as
a crude earlier version of the "Jew of Malta."

AARON B. DAVID COHEN: Rabbi of
Ragusa, Austria; b. c.1580. Imprisoned in

1623 for alleged complicity in a ritual murder.

AARON B. ELIJAH OF NICOMEDIA:
Karaite author, philosopher, and theologian;
b. Cairo, Egypt, c.1300: d. Constantinople,
1369. He lived at Nicomedia, in Asia Minor,
for many years, also at Cairo, and finally, at
Constantinople. He was frequently called
"The Younger," to distinguish him from
Aaron b. Joseph (1260-1320).

Aaron possessed little originality as a phi-
losopher, being rather an eclectic and com-
piler. Like Joseph Albasir, he was an adherent
of the Arabian Mutazilite school of philoso-
phy. His chief philosophical work, "Etz Ha-
yim" (The Tree of Life), was an attempt at a
resume of Karaite philosophy. Scrupulously
modeled after Maimonides' "Moreh Nebu-
chim" (Guide to the Perplexed), it discusses
only problems which the great Rabbanite phi-
losopher had broached, but Aaron attempted
to solve them on the sole authority of the
Bible. His other great work, "Gan Eden"
(The Garden of Eden), Halachic and rational
in nature, deals with the commandments; it

was highly esteemed by the Karaites, influ-

enced them very greatly, and is a complete
presentation of Karaite law.

See: Karaism. A. I. S.

AARON B. JOSEPH, THE KARAITE:
Physician, traveler, liturgical poet, author and
commentator; b. Solkhat, Crimea, c.1260: d.

c.1320. He is frequently called Aaron b. Jo-
seph, the Elder, to distinguish him from the
later Karaite philosopher and theologian
Aaron b. Elijah of Nicomedia (1300-1369). For
many years he was a practicing physician at
Constantinople. While still quite young he
became religious leader of the Karaite commu-
nity at Solkhat. Later he traveled in several
foreign countries, where he studied the works
of such great Rabbanite authors as Rashi,
Maimonides, and Nachmanides.
Aaron's greatest achievement was the fixing

of the Karaite prayer-book, which up to that
time had been rather indeterminate. He also
included among the ancient, traditional Ka-
raite prayers hymns by such Rabbanite litur-

gical poets as Judah Halevi, Ibn Ezra, and Ibn
Gabirol. In addition, he added many of his
own hymns and compositions to the older
Karaite prayer-book. His liturgical work,
"Seder Tefilloth" (The Order of the Prayers),
later came to be adopted by a majority of the
Karaite communities.
Aaron's commentaries and general philo-

sophical and legal writings were written in a
more lucid and intelligible style than were the
general run of Karaite works. He claimed to
be interested primarily in investigating and as-
certaining the truth in a manner free from all

sectarian spirit, even though the results of his



AARON HALEVI—AB, NINTH DAY OF
researches should contradict Karaite traditions
and doctrines. Thus he inclined toward the
acceptance of the Oral Law (Torah she-beal
peh) and Talmudic tradition, and advised the
Karaites to accept and practice such Rabbanite
traditions as were in harmony with the Bible.
His commentary on the Pentateuch, "Mibhar"
(Choice), Constantinople, 1294, was highly
valued by later Karaite authors.

See: Karaism. A. I. S.

AARON HALEVI OF BARCELONA:
Spanish Talmudist who flourished about the
end of the 13th cent. Author of the first book
of religious instruction circulated among Jews
in the Middle Ages. His "Sefer Hahinnuk"
(Book of Instruction), which was circulated
anonymously, appeared in over a dozen edi-
tions, and was translated into Spanish and
Latin. His fundamentals of Judaism do not
include belief in the Resurrection.

AARON, JONAS: First Jew mentioned in

Philadelphia Business Directory of 1703, as
being settled in that city.

AARON OF LINCOLN: English finan-
cier; b. Lincoln, c.1125: d. 1186. An important
creditor of Henry II. Loaned money for the
building of abbeys which at his death owed
him about $750,000 in present currency. It is

presumed that Aaron's large resources were
due to his being the head of an association of
Jews whose funds were at his disposal. His
loans to barons amounting to about $2,500,000
were confiscated by the crown. For the collec-
tion of the debts due his estate, a department,
"Aaron's Exchequer," was established by the
government. Aaron's House, a two-story stone
cottage, probably the oldest private dwelling
in England, still stands in Lincoln.

AARON B. MOSES TEOMIN: Bohe-
mian rabbi; b. probably Prague, c.1630: d.

Chmelnik, Poland, 1690. Was arrested for at-

tending the Council of the Four Lands,* and
died from persecution.

AARON OF NEUSTADT: Talmudist and
martyr. Suffered death in Vienna March 13,

1421. Father of Rabbi Israel Isserlein. As a
consequence of the agitation against the Hus-
sites, and the drowning of three Christian
children who fell through the ice, the Blood
Accusation was raised in Austria. On May 23,

1420, all Jews in the realm of Archduke Albert
were ordered thrown into prison.

The spirit of the survivors was broken by the length
»nd cruelty of their imprisonment. Their children were
finally taken from them and immured in cloisters. Still

they remained firm, and on the 13th of March, 1421
(9th Nisan), after nearly a year's confinement, they
were committed to the flames. In Vienna, alone, more
than a hundred perished in one field, by Eidelburg on
the Danube.

—

Heinrich Graetz, History of the Jews,
vol. Ill, chap. vii.

AARON, SOLOMON: Mentioned as hav-
ing been in Philadelphia, Pa.—apparently an
English Jew—in 1777, and to have exchanged
George III.'s notes for gold and silver.

AARON SON OF THE DEVIL: Name
given to the oldest known English caricature
of a Jew. Drawn on a forest roll in England
in 1277, and preserved in the Exchequer rec-
ords.

AARON OF WORMS: Chief rabbi of
Metz; b. Geislautern, 1754: d. Metz, 1836. Dur-
ing the French revolution he joined the Na-
tional Guard, shaved his beard and advocated
that the Jews should become artizans.

AARON OF YORK: Financier, and chief
rabbi of England; b. York, 1190: d. c.1253. He
was mulcted in large sums by the crown.

AARON B. ZERAH: Martyr; suffered
death at Estella, Alava (ancient Navarre),
March 5, 1328. In the struggle of Navarre to
establish itself as an independent state, in
which it succeeded, the monks agitated against
the Jews. A Franciscan, Pedro Olligoyen, is

particularly identified with goading the mob
to massacre the Jews in Estella on Sabbath,
March 5 (Adar 23), 1328. The parents and
four younger brothers of Menahem b. Zerah,
who wrote an account of the martyrdom, were
slain. Six thousand Jews were killed in the
course of this persecution.

AARONSBURG, PA.: Haines township,
Center Co.; present population about 300.
Named for its founder Aaron Levy who set-
tled there in 1786. Probably the first town in
the U. S. A. laid out and named for a Jew.

AARONSOHN, AARON: Discoverer of
"wild wheat"; b. Roumania, 1878: d. in the fall

of an aeroplane in the English Channel, 1919.
He was an agronomist who organized the Ag-
ricultural Experimental Station at Athlit, Pal-
estine, in which country, at the colony of
Zichron Jacob, he was brought up. He discov-
ered in Palestine "wild wheat," which has been
used in the United States and elsewhere to
strengthen the cultivated plant. He was at-
tending the Paris Peace Conference in the
Zionist interest when he met with his fatal

accident. "Reliquae Aaronsohnaianae" was
published in 1930.

AARONSOHN, SARAH: Martyr of the
World War; b. Zichron Jacob, Palestine: d.

Palestine, 1917, a victim of Turkish cruelty for
her participation in the war on the side of the
Allies. The first woman for whom a monument
has been erected in modern Palestine.

AB, NINTH DAY OF: Observed as a
strict fast, lasting 24 hours. Commemorates
the fall of the First and Second Temples. Is
also the anniversary of the Fall of Bettir in

135 ending the Bar Kokba war, and of the ex-
pulsion of the Jews from Spain. It is the great
day of mourning in the Jewish calendar. The
special ritual is keyed to sorrow, being largely
the recital of the Book of Lamentations, the
Kinoth or Dirges relating Jewish martyrdom,
and Judah Halevi's * Zionide. Among the
Ashkenazim this sense of mourning is em-
phasized by worshippers sitting on the floor,

removing the curtain from the Ark, and by



AB, FIFTEENTH DAY OF—ABOAB
visiting cemeteries on that day. The Sephardic
service is similar except that the Ark is cov-
ered with a black curtain, and the reader re-

cords the number of the years "of the exile."

This fast is regarded as one of the observances
to be abolished at the Restoration. It was
therefore one of the fasts that Shabbethai Zebi,

as evidence of his Messiahship, ordered abol-

ished. Reform Jews no longer observe this

fast.

AB, FIFTEENTH DAY OF (Chamishah
Asar) : Formerly observed as a minor festival,

the feast of the wood-offering.

Israel had no such holidays as the Fifteenth of Ab
and the Day of Atonement. For on those days the
daughters of Jerusalem would go out . . . and danced
in the vineyards. And what did they say there? "Young
man, lift now thy eyes and see what thou choosest for
thyself. Do not fix thy eye on beauty but on family."

—

Tannith, chap. iv,

ABADIA, JUAN DE LA: Martyr. One of
the Maranos who on Sept. 15, 1485, attempted
to assassinate Pedro Arbues, Inquisitor of

Aragon. The plot failed, and Abadia and his

companions were drawn, quartered and con-
signed to the flames.

ABARBANEL: See: Abravanel.

ABBA: Aramaic form of Hebrew Ab,
meaning father. Used theologically for God,
and as a prenomen implying endearment. A
number of the Amoraim * bore this name.

ABBA ARIKA (RAB): Founder of the

Academy of Sura; d. Sura, 247. Established

the methodology of the Babylonian Talmud.
Presumed author of the Additional Service of

the New Year, written after 219.

ABBA MARI B. ISAAC, OF ST.
GILLES : Bailie or magistrate of St. Gilles in

Languedoc, in 1165; according to the state-

ment of Benjamin of Tudela.

ABBA SICARII: Insurrectionary leader in

the war against Titus. Arranged for the es-

cape of his uncle, Johanan b. Zakkai, from
Jerusalem.

ABBAHU OF CAESAREA: Rector of the
school and head of the "Synagogue of the In-

surrection"; between 279 and 320. He regu-
lated the sounding of the Shofar on the New
Year.

ABBAS, AARON AND RAPHAEL B.
JOSEPH: Hebrew printers of Amsterdam,
Holland, early 18th cent.

ABBASI, JACOB B. MOSES IBN: Span-
ish scholar and translator of second half of the
13th cent. Translated Maimonides.

AB BET DIN: Father of the Court of Jus-
tice: Title of the chief assessor at a rabbinical

court. In ancient days the vice-pres. of the

Sanhedrin.

ABBREVIATION: In Talmudic terminol-
ogy Notarikon, in modern usage Roshe Te-
bot. The use of the initial letters of words as

a kind of shorthand in Hebrew ms. is ancient.

Scarcity of writing material and the desire to

avoid the unnecessary spelling out of Jhwh
may have given it vogue. Abbreviations
have been compounded into words such as
TeNaCH for the Scriptures, and for names.
This usage is now fairly current in all lan-

guages.

ABDALLAH IBN SALAM: Convert to
Islam and associate of Mohammed; d. Me-
dina, 663.

ABEL: Second son of Adam and Eve, and
brother of Cain (Gen. iv. 1-16), who murdered
him.

ABELE ZION: Mourners of Zion. Name
first given by Benjamin of Tudela to mourners
for Zion and Jerusalem. Adopted also by the
Karaites resident in Jerusalem.

ABENSUR, DANIEL: Minister, resident
in Hamburg, of the King of Poland: d. there
in 1711.

ABIATHAR HAKOHEN OF SARA-
GOSSA: Spanish Jewish nobleman of the 15th
cent. His daughter, Esther, married Don Al-
phonso of Aragon, illegitimate son of King
John of Aragon. Abiathar's grandson, Al-
phonso, was the archbishop of Tarragona,
under Ferdinand the Catholic.

ABINU MALKENU: "Our Father our
King." Well known section of the liturgy for
the Penitential Days, New Year's and Day of
Atonement. Two lines of this prayer are
quoted in the Talmud as part of a prayer re-
cited by Rabbi Akiba, during a drought. It

appears at length in the liturgies of the 10th
cent. Several of the later additions are of his-

torical significance having been added on the
occasion of great disaster or plague.

ABLITAS, EZMEL DE: Financier to Jo-
anna II., Queen of Navarre and Aragon; b.

Ablitas; d. there 1342. He was known as the
"rich Jew of Ablitas." All his property was
confiscated by the crown, and liquidated dur-
ing the succeeding reigns.

ABLUTIONS : Ritual purification by wash-
ing. Required by Jewish law after rising from
sleep, prior to praying and eating, before en-
tering a holy place. Priests were commanded
to wash their hands and feet before entering
the sanctuary (Ex. xxx. 19). The washing of
the whole body is most frequently directed in

Scripture. Of the many ablutions that formed
part of the ancient ritual, the washing before
eating, the washing of the priests before the
recital of the Blessing of the Kohanim, the
immersion of females after menstruation,
washing the dead, etc., still survive as ortho-
dox practices.

ABOAB, ISAAC: Spanish Bible commen-
tator; b. Toledo, 1433; d. 1493. One of the
group of Jews who negotiated with John II.

of Portugal for the founding of a Jewish com-
munity of Lisbon after the expulsion of the

Jews from Spain.

ABOAB, ISAAC DA FONSECA: Haham
of Amsterdam; b. Castrodaire, Portugal, 1605;



ABOAB—ABRAHAM
d. 1693. Went to Pernambuco, Brazil, in 1642.

When owing to the war between the Dutch
and the Portuguese all Jews were compelled
to leave Brazil, he returned to Amsterdam
where he was reappointed Haham. He was
the first Jewish author in America. He wrote
in Hebrew an account of the war in Brazil.

ABOAB, JACOB: One of the earliest Jew-
ish settlers in New York where he arrived in

1654.

ABODAH: "Divine Service"; originally the
sacrifical ritual of the Temple. The term
is now usually applied to the special feature
in the Additional Service of the Day of Atone-
ment which recites the Temple ritual accord-
ing to Leviticus xvi and the details in the
Mishnah. The only service in which Jews pros-
trate themselves. The recital is the most pic-

turesque in language and melody of the Atone-
ment service. The history of the traditional

melody is not known. The service is well ex-
pressed by Solomon Ibn Gabirol in his poem
"Happy who saw of old." The following
stanza expresses the central theme of the

Abodah:
Happy he who saw the crowd,
That in adoration bowed
As they heard the priest proclaim:
"One, Ineffable, the Name,"
And they answered, "Blessed be
God the Lord Eternally,
He whom all created worlds extol."
Happy he whose eyes
Saw at last the clouds of glory rise,

But to hear it afflicts our soul.—Alice Lucas, translation.

ABODAH ZARAH: Worship of idols.

Name of a treatise of the Mishnah. In five

chapters it defines what is idolatry and who
are idolators. Idolatry is forbidden by Ex.
xxxii and Deut. iv. 19.

ABOLAFIO, JUAN FERNANDEZ:
Spanish martyr; a Marano who attempted to

prevent the introduction of the Inquisition in

Seville in 1480, and was burned at the stake.

ABORN, MILTON: Impresario; b.

Marysville, Calif., 1864: d. Boston, Mass., 1934.

In 1902-13, he with his brother Sargent organ-
ized 12 opera companies which operated simul-
taneously in as many cities. He was the first

native American director of subsidized opera,
and was responsible for the mammoth revival

of the Gilbert and Sullivan light operas in

U. S. A.

ABRABALIA, JOSEPH: Spanish states-
man of the second half of the 13th cent.; d.

c.1283. He was minister of finance to Pedro
III. of Aragon (1276-85).

ABRAHAM: Father of multitudes; founder
of the Jewish people. Native of Ur in Chaldea,
his father Terah had two other sons (Gen.
xi. 26 to xxv. 10). The first of the Patriarchs
married Sarah, whose son was Isaac, and had
another son, Ishmael, by Hagar. The out-
standing incidents in the Biblical account of

Abraham are: God directing him to settle in

Canaan, the Promise of the Land to him and

his seed (Gen. xiii. 14-17), the visit of the an-
gels and their promise of the birth of Isaac; his
willingness to sacrifice of his son, Isaac, at
God's command, his bargaining for the people
of Sodom and Gomorrah, the purchase of the
burial place, Machpelah. Sayce reports the
name of Abraham as appearing on early Baby-
lonian records, though critics have doubted
the existence of such a distinct personality.

_ A self-denying. God-fearing man, who joined true
simplicity and faith to nobility in thought and in action
. . . Abraham the Hebrew, although born of idola-
trous parents in Aram, on the side of the Euphrates
. . . obeyed the voice which revealed to him a higher
God, and had separated himself from those around him.—Graetz, History of the Jews, vol. I, chap. i.

ABRAHAMITIC RITE: See: Circumci-
sion.

ABRAHAM, TESTAMENT OF: An
apocryphal work known in Greek and Sla-
vonic tongues, believed to be of Jewish origin,
and relating many stories of Abraham. It was
generally regarded as part of the Ante-Nicene
literature, and is not quoted in Jewish authori-
ties.

ABRAHAM OF AUGSBURG: Convert to
Judaism and martyr. Tortured and put to
death Nov. 21, 1265, in Augsburg, Germany.

ABRAHAM OF BEJA: 15th cent, traveler.
With Joseph Zapeteiro he discovered Covil-
ham in Lower Egypt, and brought informa-
tion that led to Vasco da Gama's voyage
round the Cape of Good Hope.

ABRAHAM, BERNARD: Brigadier Gen-
eral in the French army; b. Nancy, 1824: d.

Paris, 1902. Received officer's cross of the
Legion of Honor after the Franco-Prussian
War. He took an active part in local Jewish
affairs.

ABRAHAM OF BOHEMIA: Prefect of
the Jews of Poland at beginning of 16th cent.

He was a Bohemian who was appointed tax
collector of the Jews in 1512, by Sigismund I.

ABRAHAM (Vita) DE COLOGNA:
Italian rabbi, and member of the Parliament
of the Napoleonic kingdom, and in 1806 dep-
uty of the Assembly of Notables in Paris. In
1807 he was appointed vice chairman of the
Sanhedrin. He subsequently held office in the
French Jewish consistory.

ABRAHAM IBN DAUD: Spanish astron-
omer, historian and philosopher; b. Toledo,
1110: d. martyr's death, 1180. A precursor of
Maimonides in the acceptance and application
of Aristotelianism to Judaism.

Ibn Daud is the first Jewish philosopher who shows
an intimate knowledge of Aristotle and makes a delib-
erate effort to harmonize the Aristotelian system with
Judaism. . . . Maimonides does nothing more than re-
peat the effort of Ibn Daud in a more brilliant and
masterly fashion.

—

Isaac Husik, History of Mediaeval
Jewish Philosophy.

ABRAHAM B. DAVID OF POSQUI-
ERES: French Talmudist; b. Provence,
c. 1125: d. Posquieres, 1198. One of the most
notable of the French teachers of Judaism in

the 12th cent., a man of considerable wealth
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who erected a school and supported his stu-

dents. Of his writings there survive a number
of treatises which have been published includ-

ing "The Book of the Conscientious," a dis-

cussion of the laws relating to women, etc. As
a religious teacher he opposed the codification

of Judaism which he regarded as a religion of

deed and not of dogma. From this theoretical

viewpoint he was an opponent of Maimonides'
formulated creed.

ABRAHAM HAYAKINI: In Shabbethai
Zebi's catalog of kings of his world empire
"King Solomon"; b. Constantinople, 1611.

Abraham was one of the important figures in

the pseudo-Messianic tragedy. Either the vic-

tim of hallucinations or a common cheat he
produced for the benefit of Shabbethai apoca-
lyptic writings which did much to persuade
Shabbethai to declare himself the Messiah.

ABRAHAM BAR HIYYA HANASI:
12th cent. Spanish mathematician and astrono-
mer; d. c.1136. One of the earliest of the ency-
clopedists whose original works and transla-
tions affected the culture and learning of his

age. Eight of his original Hebrew works are
known, including "The Foundation of Under-
standing and the Tower of Faith," an encyclo-
pedia of arithmetic, geometry, optics, astron-
omy, and music; "Form of the Earth," a book
on astronomy; "Calculation of the course of

the stars"; "Tables of the Prince," astronomi-
cal tables; "Book of Intercalation," the oldest
Hebrew work dealing with the calendar. Five
of his Arabic-Latin translations of astronomi-
cal works are known. He not only popularized
Arabic works in Hebrew for the benefit of the
Jews of France, but he wrote extensively on
religious themes. His principal work in that
direction is "Hegyon Hanefesh," Meditations
of the Soul, in which he not only developed a
general theory of life as the pious should lead
it, but attacked superstitions, including pray-
ers for the dead. Nevertheless, he believed in

astrology and calculated the date of the de-
struction of Islam, which he opposed as a
religious concept.

ABRAHAM JESOFOVICH: Secretary of
the Treasury of Lithuania under Sigismund I.

(1506-1548): d. Brest Litovsk, 1519. His ap-
pointment in 1510 was a reconfirmation of an
office he held under Alexander Jagellon.
Though Abraham became an apostate he re-

mained on good terms with his family, some
members of Which also held public office.

ABRAHAM, PHILIP: Anglo-Jewish
author; b. 1803: d. London, 1890. His pub-
lished works include "Autobiography of a
Jewish Gentleman" (1860), "Hanistarot
Wehaniglot" (Secret and Revealed Things),
and "Curiosities of Judaism" (1879).

ABRAHAM B. MEIR IBN-EZRA: See:
Ibn Ezra, Abraham b. Meir.

ABRAHAM B. SAMUEL COHEN OF
LASK: Haham of Safed, Palestine, late 18th

cent. An ascetic and one of the first collectors

of donations for the Polish Jews in Palestine.
As he spent much time in Amsterdam he was
known as the "Hasid of Amsterdam." It is

related that while he was being bastinadoed
by the Turkish officials, as a means of extract-
ing money from the Jews, he recited, at each
stroke, the Hebrew equivalent of "This, too, is

for the best."

ABRAHAM B. SOLOMON OF TORRU-
TIEL: 15th cent. Jewish historian; b. 1482.

One of the exiles of the Inquisition who set-

tled in Fez, Morocco. Wrote a history of Jew-
ish events from 1180 to 1525, including an ac-
count of the Inquisition. His ms. has been
preserved and is in part printed in Neubauer's
"Medieval Jewish Chronicles."

ABRAHAM THE JEW AND THE
MERCHANT THEODORE: A medieval
story written in support of idol worship,
Abraham being a Christian.

—

Jebb, Greek Lit.

ABRAHAM OF TOLEDO: Physician to
Alphonso the Wise, of Castile (1252-82). A
prolific translator of Arabic works into Span-
ish, his translations were subsequently used
for rendering scientific works of Arabic origin
into Latin. Abraham incidentally played a con-
siderable part in the nationalization of the
Castilian tongue, a policy fostered by Al-
phonso who was the first to cause the Bible to
be translated into that language.

ABRAHAM B. YOMTOB OF JERU-
SALEM: Rabbi of Constantinople; b. c.1480.
He compiled a calendar for Jewish, Christian
and Muslim years. He was one of the rabbis
who in 1556 aided Joseph Nasi and Gracia de
Mendesia in issuing an interdict against com-
merce with Ancona, then under the jurisdic-
tion of the popes, as a protest against the per-
secution of the Maranos at that port.

ABRAHAMS, ISRAEL: Author and
teacher; b. London, 1858: d. Cambridge, 1925.
Senior tutor at Jews' College, he was best
known for his numerous contributions to Jew-
ish literature; his editorship of the "Jewish
Quarterly Review" from its foundation in
London to its transference to the United
States, and his regular review of Jewish bibli-

ography in the London "Jewish Chronicle"
under the title of "Books and Bookmen." His
independent works include "Jewish Life in the
Middle Ages," 1896; "Chapters on Jewish Lit-
erature," 1898; "Maimonides," 1903; "Book of
Delight," 1912; "By-Paths in Hebraic Book-
land," 1920; "Glory of God," 1924; "Some
Permanent Values in Judaism," 1924. He lec-

tured considerably and visited the United
States. Though representing an orthodox in-
stitution he was a liberal, and a strong sup-
porter of the attitudes represented by Claude
G. Montefiore with whom he was joint author
of "Aspects of Judaism," 1895.

ABRAHAMS, Sir LIONEL: British In-
dian official; b. London, 1869: d. there, 1919.

He entered the India Office in 1893, and be-

came one of the departmental chiefs in Lon-
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don, being an expert in financial matters relat-

ing to India. He was assistant under-secretary
of state for India, 1911-17. His publications
include: "The Expulsion of the Jews from
England in 1290."

ABRAHAMS, LOUIS BARNETT: Head-
master of London Jews' Free School; b. Swan-
sea, Wales, 1842: d. Hove, 1918. Was ap-
pointed 1898 in succession to Moses Angel.
He is best known as the author of several text-

books including "Manual of Scriptural His-
tory for Jewish Schools and Families," 1882,
and "Translation of the Prayer-Book for

School Use."

ABRAHAM'S OAK: A venerable tree

which still stands at Mamre, near Hebron,
which according to tradition is the place where
the angels came and promised Sarah a son. It

was at one time the object of Christian pil-

grimage. Hebron, on account of its associa-
tion with Abraham, was called by the Cru-
saders St. Abraham.

ABRAHAMS, SIDNEY SOLOMON:
Chief Justice of the Uganda Protectorate; b.

Birmingham, England, 1885. He received his

first appointment in Zanzibar, in 1915. In 1920
he was appointed advocate-general in Bagh-
dad, and in 1920 was President of the Civil

Courts, Basrah. He then returned to Africa
where he was appointed attorney general of

Zanzibar, 1922, of Uganda, 1925, and of the

Gold Coast in 1930. His present appointment
dates from 1933.

ABRAHAMSON, ABRAHAM: German
medalist and master of the Prussian mint; b.

Potsdam, 1754: d. Berlin, 1811. He was con-
sidered an outstanding engraver of his era.

Among his productions were special medals
of Jewish interest relating to the enfranchise-

ment of the Jews of Westphalia, and the eman-
cipation of the Jews by Alexander I.

ABRAHAMSON, AUGUST: Swedish phi-

lanthropist; b. Karlskrona, 1817: d. Naas, 1898.

He was a hardware merchant who acquired a
considerable fortune and was one of the pio-

neers of the Sloyd System of training teachers

and students in handicrafts, to which purpose
his fortune was devoted.

ABRAHAMSON, ISADOR: Neurologist;
b. New York, 1872: d. Lake Loon, N. Y.,

1933. In 1895 he began his association with
the Montefiore Hospital for Chronic Diseases,
which continued to his death. He was presi-

dent of the hospital's medical board in 1915-17.

In 1903 he was appointed chief of the neuro-
logical department clinic of Mount Sinai Hos-
pital, and after holding a number of positions

was in 1911 appointed associate neurologist.
He was from 1915 Clinical Professor of Neu-
rology at the New York University and Belle-

vue Hospital Medical College. He was par-
ticularly active in seeking the cause and cure
of encephalitis and lethargica, "sleeping sick-

ness." In 1931 he was chairman of the Ameri-
can committee for the Nobel medical prize.

He founded the Jewish Mental Health Society,

and was an officer of the principal American
and English medical associations.

ABRAMOWITSCH, SOLOMON JA-
COB ("Mendele Mocher Seforim") : The nes-
tor of Yiddish: b. Kopyl, Lithuania, 1836: d.

Odessa, 1917. He started life as a typical
Yeshiba student, wandering from town to
town, acquiring knowledge of Hebrew litera-

ture. More important for his future career, he
gained first-hand knowledge of Jewish life in
Russo-Poland. In 1856, he taught in the boys'
school at Kamentz, began to write Hebrew
and became a serious exponent of Haskalah.
To 1872, he published essay after essay in He-
brew expounding the new knowledge he ac-
quired from German sources. He took as
his field, natural history, and translated the
up-to-date discoveries in several volumes.
Even Abramowitsch's first novel, 1868, "Ha-

Abob we-ha-Banim" (Fathers and Sons), was
in Hebrew and reached a more general public
through a Russian translation. A few years
earlier, he had essayed his first Yiddish story,
"Die Kleine Menschel," a satire on local life

but he used the pen-name "Mendele Mocher
Seforim" (Mendel the Bookseller) which
afterward became famous. Yiddish was still

not the language that writers could employ
and expect literary recognition. So the novels
that succeeded the first effort were all signed
by the pen-name. Abramowitsch was a satirist

and anonymity offered him a certain amount
of protection. His great hit "Die Klatsche"
(Dobbin) appeared in 1875. It is a fantastic
nightmarish story which established Yiddish
as a literary medium. Its circulation in Rus-
sian was prohibited because of its satire. It

has been translated into English, but in that
medium is pointless. There followed a series

of novels two of which "Fische der Krummer"
and "Wunschfinger" established his reputa-
tion as a literary artist, permanently enriching
Yiddish in forms and vocabulary. Because
one of his novels was in the Polish transla-
tion, entitled "The Jewish Don Quixote" its

author was described by non-Yiddishists, as
"The Jewish Cervantes." But that was not his

role. He broke ground for Yiddish as a liter-

ary tongue, and at that did not apparently
over-appreciate it as a medium for writing,

for in his later years, from his settlement in

Odessa in 1891, he turned back to Hebrew,
even translating some of his own Yiddish
novels into Hebrew. The titles of these He-
brew novels "In the Days of Storm," 1894,

"Vale of Tears," 1897-98, as well as the subject
matter indicated the influence of public events
and new efforts in Jewish life upon the author
who sketched himself in a Yiddish paper, "Der
Jud," which was published in Cracow. In
1905, after the October pogrom, he migrated
to Geneva, where he lived for several years,

returning to Odessa prior to the World War.
On the occasion of his 75th birthday, a pub-
lishing house named "Mendele" in his honor,
issued his collected works in 17 volumes.
To him the physical well-being of the masses was a

more important question than their spiritual enlighten-
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ment, and according to his ideas, moral progress was
only possible after the economical condition had been
considerably bettered. . . . Abramowitsch loves his
people more than wisdom and culture, and the more
oppressed and suffering those he loves, the more earnest
and the more fervent are his words on their behalf.

—

Leo Wiener, The History of Yiddish Literature, 1899.

ABRAMS, ALBERT: Physician; b. San
Francisco, 1863: d. there, 1924. He was a
graduate of Heidelberg, but was later repu-
diated by many leaders in the medical profes-
sion, owing to his methods in advancing his

alleged discovery of Electrotonic Reactions of

Abrams (E.R.A.). He claimed that each
disease has its own vibratory rate. At the
time of his death, which occurred during the
investigation of his claims, there was consid-
erable dispute as to whether or not he had
made a revolutionary discovery in medicine.

ABRAVALLA, SAMUEL: Richest Jew in

Valencia in the 14th cent. He became a con-
vert and was named Alfonso Ferrandes de
Villanueva.

ABRAVANEL, DON ISAAC: Statesman,
exegete and mystic; b. Lisbon, 1437: d. Venice,
1508. Abravanel occupies a unique position in

the history of the Expulsion from Spain, and
in its aftermath. He was the son of Don Ju-
dah Abravanel, treasurer of Portugal, whose
family was for centuries settled in Spain, and
which claimed descent from David. Thor-
oughly trained in the Jewish culture of the
period, Isaac, in his youth, attracted the atten-
tion of Alfonso V. of Portugal, who made
him his treasurer. Deeply interested in his

fellow Jews, Isaac used the power of his office

to collect funds for the ransoming of the Jews
taken captive by the Moors. This may have
been one of the reasons why, on the death of
Alfonso, Isaac fled to Castile, and his fortune
was confiscated by John II. of Portugal. In
Toledo where he settled, Isaac began writing
a series of commentaries on Joshua, Judges
and Samuel which achieved a reputation for
the author as an exegete. Soon, however, he,

with Don Abraham Senior* of Segovia, was
engaged in farming the revenues and provi-
sioning the army of Castile for Queen Isabella.

He struggled manfully to overcome the hor-
rors of the Inquisition, and endeavored to pre-
vent the carrying out of the order of Expulsion
by offering Ferdinand and Isabella $68,400 in

gold. The royal couple were tempted but the
imprecations of Torquemada led to a refusal.

As an official of the court the order of Expul-
sion did not affect Isaac, but with his three
sons, Judah, Joseph and Samuel, he joined the
emigrants and settled in Naples. He was soon
called into the service of Ferdinand, king of
Naples and followed that monarch, after his

defeat by the French to Messina. Isaac wan
dered to Corfu and Monopoli. Finally in 1503
he settled in Venice where he was engaged by
the Venetian government to negotiate a com-
mercial treaty with Portugal. As Biblical exe-
gete, Isaac introduced a new method, the con-
sideration of the historical factor in the scrip-

tural narratives. His commentaries, therefore,

became very popular with Christian scholars
who perhaps appreciated Isaac's free quota-
tions from the Church Fathers. At the same
time he stood firmly on the conviction of God's
revelation in history, particularly in 'the his-
tory of the Chosen People. This perhaps to-
gether with the miseries of the times, which
weighed heavily upon his spirit, led him into
the field of mystical speculation. Going further
than any of his contemporaries in his implicit
acceptance of the Messiah and the Messianic
age he wrote three books in which he calcu-
lated the coming of the Messiah for the year
1503, and the beginning of the Messianic age
as 1531, based on the Book of Daniel. One re-

sult was that Asher Laemmlein, a German
Jew, proclaimed himself the forerunner of the
Messiah, induced thousands of Jews to indulge
in a year of penitence, and then disappeared
from history. The three mystical books are
"Wells of Salvation," 1496; "The Salvation of
the Anointed," 1497; and "Proclaiming Salva-
tion," 1498.

Abravanel is encyclopedic in his grasp of the Messi-
anic material, and his works are the most complete and
thoroughgoing of their kind in the whole field of
Jewish adventist literature . . . "our life is" so hard
and our fortunes so unhappy that we are constrained to
inquire after the hour of our release and redemption."—Abba Hillel Silver, History of Messianic Specu-
lation in Israel.

It was he who engineered the last desperate attempt
to dissuade the king. . . . When the attempt failed, he
determined to throw in his lot with his people. For a
second time a brilliant career was clouded by political

events.

—

Abram Leon Sacher, History of the Jews.

ABROGATION OF LAWS: Forbidden
by Deut. xiii. 1. The Sadducees, and the Ka-
raites later accepted this injunction literally.

The rabbis however claimed the privilege not
only of surrounding the Biblical institutions
with a "Hedge," but of modifying the code to
meet circumstance, and if necessary of abro-
gating a law altogether. The most famous of
the early abrogations are:

1. Ezra decreed that the first tithe should be given to
the priests, in contradiction of Num. xviii. 21.

2. Hillel the Elder issued the famous Prosbul, concern-
ing the release from debt in the Sabbatical year,
abrogating Deut. xv. 2.

3. Johanan ben Zakkai abrogated the water of ordeal,
Num. v. 11-13.

4. He also abrogated the expiation commanded, Deut.
xxi. 1-9.

5. The Sanhedrin of Jabneh, after the fall of Jerusalem,
abrogated the sacrifices and the laws of levitical
purification.

6. The law of the Year of Release was abrogated 218.

ABROGATION OF U.S.A. TREATY
WITH RUSSIA: See: Russia, Abrogation of
Treaty.

ABSALOM: Father of Peace; third son of
King David (II Sam. iii. 3, etc.). He avenged
the outrage of his sister Tamar by her half-
brother. The leading incident in his life is his
rebellion against his father (II Sam. xv. 1-9)
which compelled David to flee, but in which
Absalom was finally defeated (II Sam. xviii.

1-4) and fled. In his passage through a forest
his long hair was caught in the meshes of a
tree; he was captured and slain. David's
mourning for his son has passed into a proverb.
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ABSALOM'S TOMB: A square tomb in

the Kedron valley is generally regarded as the
traditional tomb of Absalom, and it is the prac-
tice of Jews to throw pebbles at it. Josephus
mentions it, but Conder and other archeolo-
gists doubt the accuracy of the tradition and
believe the tomb is that of Alexander Jan-
naeus.

ABSTINENCE: The main line of Jewish
thought and practice is opposed to the frequent
exercise of abstinence and extreme asceticism.
The attitude of Judaism toward life is that

man is not only entitled to enjoy it but should
take advantage of every opportunity to do so,

providing, however, that in the pursuit of

pleasure one does nothing to injure his fellow
men or his own soul. Judaism does not look
upon the flesh as the tool of Satan or as some-
thing evil in itself. The body is the vessel that

contains the soul and every physical act of en-
joyment practiced in moderation and with no
harm to others or one's self-respect is part of

the Divine scheme of things and therefore is

perfectly normal and should not be con-
demned.

This attitude is best expressed by the fol-

lowing quotations: "The Lord did not create
the world for desolation; He formed it for

human habitation" (Pes. 88b), "Man in the
life to come will have to account for every
enjoyment offered him that was refused with-
out sufficient cause" (Rab in Yer. Kid. iv),

"Why must the Nazirite bring a sin offering

at the end of his term? Because he sinned
against his own person by his vow of abstain-

ing from wine" (Eliezer Ha-Kappar in Sifra

and Ned. 10a), "Is the number of things for-

bidden by the law not enough that thou ven-
turest to add of thine own accord by thy incon-
siderate vow? (R. Isaac in Yer. Ned. lx. 41b.)

Maimonides advocated the same attitude hold-
ing that "the middle way" is the best.

Individuals and groups in Biblical times and
afterward did, however, lean toward the mo-
nastic ideal. For example the Rechabites, the

Essenes, the Persian Jews in the eighth cent,

certain individuals in the Middle Ages and the

Hasidim.
Such rules of abstinence as are found in

the Jewish religion like fasting were
more largely intended as measures of moral
discipline or as a means of aiding one to attune

himself with the Divine Spirit, but monasti-
cism was rare indeed. One did not save one's

soul by afflicting the body. This he did by ad-
herence to the Law including both the cere-

monial and moral precepts. Isolation from the

world in order to save one's soul was some-
thing that a Jew did not advocate. His reli-

gious duties were chiefly of a social nature
and implied participation with the entire com-
munity. E. F. M.

ABTALION: A leader of the Pharisees,

c.100 b.c.e. Josephus calls him Pollion, and
relates that he was a friend of Herod, though
according to tradition he was vice-president

of the Sanhedrin. He opposed the rabbis mix-

ing in politics and urged them not to go to
Egypt where he had resided for some time, so
that they should not be contaminated by Greek
ideas.

ABTALION SON OF MORDECAI OF
MODENA: Italian Hebraist; b. Modena,
1529: d. Ferrara, 1611. He interceded with
Pope Gregory XIIL, in 1581, and prevented
all copies of the Talmud and other rabbinical
works from being destroyed.

ABU ISHAK IBRAHIM IBN SAHL AL-
ISRAELI OF SEVILLE: 13th cent. Spanish
poet. He embraced Islam and wrote in Arabic.

ABULAFIA, ABRAHAM: Early Cabalist
and Messianic enthusiast; b. Saragossa, Spain,
1240: d. c.1291. At the age of 18 he emigrated
to Palestine. When 20 he undertook an un-
successful journey to discover the mystical
river Sambation.* Finding no certainty, but
only vast differences of opinion, in ordinary
philosophy, he turned to Cabala. However, he
rejected theoretical Cabala, with its theory of

the Sefiroth (spheres), and evolved a higher
form of Cabala * by means of which prophetic
insight and communion with the spiritual God
might be effected; he therefore called his sys-
tem of Cabala the prophetical Cabala. He
favored extreme asceticism reminiscent of the
monastic system. He declared that through
rigid asceticism and the mysticism of letters

direct union with God could be achieved by
the Cabalist, and insisted that its devotees
must confine themselves to remote places, and
spend all their time in prayer and contempla-
tion, clothed in praying-shawl (Tallith) and
phylacteries (Tefillin). He also imparted a
visionary direction to Cabala; through him the
interpretation of the names of God and of the

angels and the use of Gematria in Cabala were
introduced.

Abulafia gave lectures on his Cabalistic

views in various Spanish cities, including Bar-
celona, Burgos, and Medina-Celi. Later he
traveled to Italy, preaching in Urbino. His
mad attempt to convert Pope Nicholas III. to

Judaism in 1281 led to his imprisonment and
to a narrow escape from being burned at the

stake. Thereafter he traveled in Sicily. In all

these places 1 e tried, generally unsuccessfully,

to gain converts to his Cabalistic views. In
1284 he declared that he was a prophet and the

Messiah, and predicted for 1290 the end of

Israel's exile and the coming of the Messianic
redemption. When Solomon ibn Adret de-

nounced Abulafia to the Jews of Palermo as

a fanatic and dangerous impostor, Abulafia,

despite a violent self-defense and exposition of

his Cabalistic views, was driven from Sicily

and settled on the island of Comino, near

Malta, in 1288. Here he continued his mysti-

cal writings. He was the author of about 25

works, some 20 of them written in the "pro-

phetical" manner and utilized by later Caba-
lists. A. I. S.

ABULAFIA, SAMUEL HALEVI: Treas-
urer to Pedro the Cruel of Castile (1350-69)

;
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b. Toledo, 1320: d. Seville, 1360. He played
an active part in the court intrigue of his time,
and reorganized the finances of Castile and
Leon. His mansion in Toledo, "Jews' Palace"
and the magnificent synagog he built are still

extant. The latter was finished in 1357, was
later converted into a church "El Transito,"
which is now a national monument, in which
the original Hebrew inscriptions are pre-
served. Samuel was eventually denounced,
tried and died under torture in Seville. All his

property was confiscated by the king. His for-

tune in cash amounted to about a million dol-
lars, besides 20 boxes of jewelry, silk and vel-

vet clothing.

ABULAFIA, TODROS B. JOSEPH
HALEVI: Early Cabalist; b. Toledo, Spain,
1234: d. Seville, c.1304. Later investigators
declare that Abulafia was active at the court of
Alfonso X. of Castile. Of noble birth and of a
wealthy family, he was regarded by the Jews
of Spain as their Nasi (prince, leader). He
was a nephew of Meir Abulafia, opponent of
Maimonides and of rationalistic philosophy.
He had a position of honor at the court of
King Sancho IV. of Castile, and was a favor-
ite also of Queen Maria de Molina.
At an early age Abulafia learned Talmud and

mysticism. He was a bitter opponent of philos-
ophy, and denounced rationalism, but regarded
the Cabala as the embodiment of all divine wis-
dom, which ought not be revealed to the gen-
eral masses of the Jewish people. Despite his

personal great admiration for Maimonides, he
opposed the latter's philosophical and rational
views. Abraham ibn Latif and other Cabalists
were influenced and inspired by him. He was
instrumental also in introducing Cabala among
the Jews of Spain, and was generous in his
support of needy students of Cabala* Abulafia
was author of two Cabalistic works: "Shaar
Harazim" (The Gate of Secrets) and "Otzar
Hakabod" (The Treasure-House of Glory), a
Cabalistic explanation of the Haggadoth of
the Talmud; he was the first to attempt to
annotate and write a commentary on the Hag-
gadah in a Cabalistic sense. In modern times
it has been shown that Abulafia was the author
also of a "Diwan" (collection of poems) con-
sisting of some 1,000 poems. A. I. S.

ACADEMIES, BABYLONIAN: Until the
death of Judah ha-Nasi* (219 c.e.) and the
completion of the Mishnah, the Palestinian
Academies had religious jurisdiction over Jew-
ry even in Babylon. A certain measure of
Jewish learning developed there after the de-
struction of the first Temple. An ancient syn-
agog existed in Nehardea, which was said to
have been built during the reign of Jehonia
out of the stones from the Temple of Jerusa-
lem, and Nehardea continued for years as a
spiritual center for Babylonian Jews.
At the beginning of the third cent, two Bab-

ylonian scholars, Abba Arika (also known as
"Rab") and Mar Samuel,* returned from Pal-
estine where they had been pupils of Judah I.,

and began to teach at Nehardea, which was

then presided over by R. Shela. At the latter's

death, Mar Samuel became head of Nehardea
and "Rab" founded a new academy at Sura,*
where he had property (219). For eight cent.,

Sura continued, with occasional interruptions,
to be an important seat of Talmudic learning
in Babylonia. The Academy of Nehardea con-
tinued its development until after the death of
Mar Samuel, and, when the city was destroyed
by Odenathus, in 259, a new academy was
founded in the neighboring city of Pumbedita
by Judah b. Ezekiel, a pupil of both Rab and
Samuel. This academy also lasted for eight
cent., with but slight interruptions, and devel-
oped such keenness in legalism that it invested
the Babylonian Talmud with its own peculiar
characteristics. The Academies of Sura and
Pumbedita then continued to exist side by side.

R. Hunah became the leader of Sura, and at
his death, in 297, Judah b. Ezekiel was recog-
nized as head of both schools for the two re-
maining years of his life. Then R. Hisda be-
came the head of Sura. In Pumbedita a
succession of great teachers like Rabbah bar
Nahmani, Joseph, Abaye, and Rab gave the
study of the law a notable development, at-
tracting even Palestinian scholars, driven from
their homes by Roman oppression. In 375
began a golden period for Sura, under R. Ashi,
"who combined Torah and worldly wisdom."
During his leadership of over half a century
the monumental task of editing the Babylonian
Talmud was undertaken. Tradition rightly
names R. Ashi as the originator of the Baby-
lonian Talmud. Ashi's editorial work received
many later additions, but its form underwent
no material changes. Its compilation was time-
ly because during the fanaticism of the Per-
sian priests in the fifth cent, the work of the
academies was greatly hampered. The year
500 is usually considered as the end of the
Amoraic period in Babylonia and marks the
final completion of the Babylonian Talmud.
The "Saboraim" * taught following the com-

pletion of the Talmud. They worked in a
highly insecure political time and their schools
at both Sura and Pumbedita were sometimes
permitted and sometimes closed. Only after
the Arab invasion, in 640, did the Academies
acquire new energy. From this time the lead-
ers became known by the title "Gaon." There
now began a new time of affluence, especially
in Pumbedita. It lasted four centuries. The
most famous Gaon of Sura is Saadia,* the great
philosopher. The Academy of Sura survived
him by only four years, being finally closed in

946. Pumbedita lasted for another cent,
and had as its last two leaders Sherira (968-
998) and Hai (998-1038); and was finally
closed at the death of the latter, marking the
end of academic activity in Babylonia. An
academy did exist later at Baghdad, recog-
nized by the Caliph, but it had only local sig-
nificance, for the center of Judaism had shifted
to Spain.

The name by which the Babylonian Acad-
emies were known was Metibta (Aramaic for
"Session"). The head of the Academy was
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called Resh Metibta. Next to him in authority
was the Resh Kalla (President of the Assem-
bly). The Kalla unknown in Palestine, grew
in Babylonia as a result of the popular lec-

tures held at the Academies twice a year ex-
pounding the rules of the Holidays. It grew
into an important institution in Babylonian
Jewish life. The Kalla months were Ellul and
Adar. One tractate of the Talmud was as-
signed for each Kalla month. The 70 scholars
of the Sanhedrin sat in seven rows of ten
each. In the first row were seven Reshe Kalla
and three Haberim (associates). Every Resh
Kalla led one row, and every seat was assigned.
Behind the seven rows sat 30 other scholars,

representing the small Sanhedrin. All the rest

of the scholars were massed behind these in

any order. Questions were also submitted to

this assembly and the decisions were sent out
under the signature of the leaders. The income
for the Academies came from these questions,

and also from taxes and contributions from
Jewish communities everywhere; and they
were independent of the Exilarch financially

and juridically. As a whole the relation be-

tween the Academies and the government was
favorable. M. J. B.

ACADEMIES, PALESTINIAN: It is un-
certain when the first academy in Palestine

was founded. There was a school in existence

at the time of the pair of scholars, Shemaiah
and Abtalion, which had Hillel * as one of its

pupils. Before the destruction of the Temple
(70 c.e.) these schools must have constituted

both houses of learning and courts of justice.

The schools of Hillel and Shammai flourished

at this time and are an indication of the exist-

ence of Academies even before the fall of

Jerusalem and the end of the Sanhedrin.

In order to establish a center for the Jewish
Law after all hope of Jewish political inde-

pendence was abandoned, Johanan b. Zakkai,*
a pupil of Hillel, obtained Roman permission
to build a school at Jabneh (Jamnia), which
became the successor of the Great Sanhedrin
of Jerusalem. In addition to its founder, it was
led by Gamaliel II., a great grandson of Hillel,

and numbered among its disciples the great
Akiba.* In the Jabneh Academy many im-
portant institutions of the religious life were
developed; the canonicity of certain books of

the Bible was decided; the prayer liturgy re-

ceived its permanent form; and the laws of

evidence were developed. During the Bar
Kokba * revolt the school declined and was
abandoned twice, until, in the year 140, it was
permanently removed to Usha in Galilee,

where Simon b. Gamaliel inherited from his

father the title of "Nasi," or Patriarch. Here
was undertaken the great work of restoring
Palestinian Judaism after its disintegration

under Hadrian. The Academy moved fre-

quently, first to Shefar'am, then to Bet Shea-
rim, and finally, under Simon's son, Judah I.,

to Sepphoris. Here Judah, who is also known
as Rabbi, undertook the great work of codify-

ing and editing the Mishnah and his work

became the authentic collection of legal tradi-
tions and religious practices. It formed the
textbook of study for all Palestinian Acad-
emies and later even for the schools of Baby-
lon. Judah's death (219) marks the end of the
period of Tannaim* (Aramaic for "Teachers")
and the beginning of the period of Amoraim *

(Expounders).
Shortly after the death of Judah ha-Nasi,

under the Patriarchate of his grandson, Judah
II. (Nesiah) the academy was transferred to
Tiberias, which became the most important
center for the persecuted Jewry of Palestine.
At the same time, however, several former
pupils of Rabbi founded academies in other
cities, such as Caesarea, Lydda, and even in
Sepphoris. But none of these could compare
in importance with Tiberias, where the great
discussions about R. Judah's Mishnah took
place. These discussions became the basis for
that great work of Palestinian Jewry known
as the Palestinian or Jerusalem Talmud, com-
pleted at the close of the fourth cent.

After the extinction of the Patriarchate, in
425, Tiberias continued to be a seat of Jewish
learning, although little of its subsequent
activity is known. At the beginning of the sixth
cent. Mar Zutra, a Babylonian descendant of
King David, came to Tiberias and attempted
to revive the Sanhedrin. Especially important
is the attempt of the Academy of Tiberias to
develop a system of punctuation and vocaliza-
tion of the Bible which began in the seventh
cent, and found its fruition in the "Tiberian
System" of the Massora which was completed
by Aaron b. Asher,* contemporary of Saadia.
In the ninth cent, an academy was again
established at Jerusalem which was called
"Sanhedrin" or "Yeshiba," and its leaders bore
the title "Resh Yeshibat Geon Jacob." This
academy remained at Jerusalem until the Sel-
juk invasion in 1071, when it moved to Tyre.
Upon the occupation of Tyre by the Crusaders,
the academy moved to Tripoli and Palestine
ceased for many centuries to be a center of
Jewish Academies. M. J. B.

ACCENTS: In Hebrew as in other lan-
guages and liturgies the accents are in writing
to direct the stress of the voice, and as a mode
of modulation in chanting. In Hebrew there
are two systems of accents, the simple strokes
above and below the words marking the stress-
ing of syllables, and the more complex system
of notation, generally called "trop," which is

employed in cantillation. The hyphen is used
to connect short words to longer related terms,
but the rhetorical accents, interrogation and
exclamation do not exist in old texts. The
codices which established the accents, punc-
tuation, and vowels in use, were written by
b. Asher of Tiberias, b. Naphtali, and Aha of
Iraq.

ACHDUT HA'AWODAH: Jewish Labor
Party established by the Poale Zion and the
Ze'ire Zion at a conference held in Petah
Tikvah in 1919. Economically it represented a
Marxian Socialist viewpoint and brought
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about a fusion of the originating Zionist
parties. It has been practically succeeded by
the Histadruth, which is a distinct trade-union
effort animated by nationalist and socialist

convictions.

ACHOOZAH: "Ownership." Designates
joint colonization in Palestine by middle-
class groups.

ACOSTA, DUARTE NUNES D': Repre-
sented John IV. of Portugal in Hamburg first

half of the 17th cent. He was of a Marano
family, and ennobled by the Portuguese mon-
arch.

ACOSTA, JOAN D': Jester at the court of
Peter the Great and the Empress Anne of
Russia. Originally a Hamburg merchant.

ACOSTA, URIEL (Gabriel da Cos-
ta): Rebel against ritualistic Judaism; b.

Oporto, 1590: d. Amsterdam, 1647. Son of

a Marano, who held ecclesiastic office, and
himself the occupant of a semi-clerical office

in Oporto, Uriel Acosta, on the death of his

father induced his mother, four brothers and
sisters to emigrate to Amsterdam and live

openly as Jews. In 1618 Acosta and his

family were settled as Jews in the Dutch
capital and he assumed the name of Gabriel da
Costa. His religious enthusiasm, however, de-
manded something else than the prevailing
rabbinic formalism and he sought expression
for it in a book, in Portuguese, 1624, in which
he examined the Pharisaic traditions and an-
swered a calumniator, Samuel da Silva. By
denying belief in the immortality of the soul
Acosta ran counter to both Jewish and Chris-
tian concepts. For this he was arrested,

tried, and fined 300 gulden, by the city magis-
trates, who ordered the public burning of

Acosta's heterodox book. He fled to Ham-
burg, but soon returned to Amsterdam, and
in 1633 became in his own words, "an ape
among the apes," by offering his submission to
the synagog. Formalist he could not be, and
his contrariness resulted in his being made
subject to the "great ban." For seven years he
lived silent and solitary, boycotted even by
his relatives. Then he yielded, made confes-
sion of error and suffered the ignominy of a
public scourging with 39 stripes. He went
home, wrote an impassioned sketch of his own
life, "A Specimen of Human Existence," and
shot himself. Acosta's sad career inspired
Gutzkow's tragedy, "Uriel Acosta" (1847),
Zangwill's sketch in the "Dreamers of the
Ghetto," and a celebrated painting of the
brilliant young rebel at the feet of the sage,

Spinoza.
So into the great synagog, densely filled with men

and women, the penitent was led, clothed in a black
mourning garb and holding a black candle. He whose
earliest dread had been to be shamed before men, was
made to mount a raised stage, wherefrom he read a
long scroll of recantation.

—

Israel Zangwill, Uriel
Acosta, in Dreamers of the Ghetto.

ACROSTICS: Poetic compositions in

which an initial, middle or end letter of each
line form a name or phrase. A favorite form

of poetry employed in liturgical writings. It is

claimed that it was first used in Nahum i.,

ii., and iii. There are alphabetical acrostics in

Psalms and Lamentations. Kalir is the best
known of the piyut acrostic writers.

ACSADY, IGNATZ: Hungarian historian;
b. Nagy-Karoly, 1845: d. Budapest, 1906. He
has to his credit about ten authoritative works
on Hungarian history. He took part in the
struggle for Jewish equality in Hungary.

ADAM: Hebrew and Biblical name for the
first man. Accepted root of the name is Gen.
ii. 7, "God formed man of dust of the ground."

ADAM AND EVE, BOOK OF: Also
known wrongly as the Apocalypse of Moses.
Legends about Adam and Eve after their ex-
pulsion from the Garden of Eden. The book
was originally written in Hebrew, but there
are Latin, Greek and Slavonia versions. The
Greek "Apocalypse of Moses" is used in re-
constructing the Book of Adam and Eve. The
story deals with the life of Adam and Eve
after they have gone to the west of Eden.
Here Cain and Abel are born; a dream fore-
shadows the death of Abel, but Michael prom-
ises them another son. The book deals with
the fall of man, the penitence of Adam, the
promise of resurrection. The date falls within
the first three centuries b.c.e. G. G. F.

ADAM KADMON: "First man." A philo-
sophical concept of the beginning of human
existence which became of importance to the
various mystical schools of many religions
and sects.

ADAM-SALOMON, ANTONY SAM-
UEL: French sculptor; b. near Paris, 1818:
d. Paris, 1881. Celebrated for a bust of
Beranger, the poet, copies of which are still

popular in France.

ADAMS, HANNAH: First American his-
torian of the Jews; b. Boston, Mass., 1755:
d. Brookline, 1832. Her "History of the Jews
from the Destruction of Jerusalem to the
Present Time" (Boston, 1812), the first writ-
ten and published in the United States, was
widely republished and translated in Europe.

ADAR: Twelfth month in the Jewish calen-
dar. Its high days are the Seventh, legendary
date of the death of Moses, and so observed by
Hebra Kadisha; Thirteenth—Fast of Esther;
Fourteenth—Purim; and Fifteenth—Shushan-
Purim.

ADAR SHENI: Second Adar; the name
given the intercalary month. In years when
it is introduced all anniversaries as well as
the festival of Purim are celebrated during
the second Adar, which is also called Ve-Adar.

See: Calendar.

ADDIR HU: Popular hymn, chanted dur-
ing the Passover Seder service. It was intro-

duced about the end of the 15th cent. Its tune
is a 17th cent, composition.

ADLER, ALFRED: Psychiatrist; b.

Vienna, 1870. At one time he was a disciple
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of the Freudian school of psychoanalysis, but
his researches led him to differ sharply with
Freud. He is the promulgator of the theory
of the "inferiority complex." His best known
works are: "The Theory of Practice of Indi-
vidual Psychology," 1924; "Understanding
Human Nature," 1927-28; "The Science of

Living," 1929, and "Pattern of Life," 1930.

ADLER, CYRUS: Pres. American Jewish
Committee (since 1929) ; b. Van Buren, Ark.,
1863. To 1908 Dr. Adler held a number of
positions in connection with Johns Hopkins
University, and the Smithsonian Institute,
Washington, D. C. In 1908 he became Pres. of
Dropsie College, and on the death of Prof.
Schechter,* he was appointed Pres. of the
Jewish Theological Seminary of America. He
is the founder of the American Jewish His-
torical Society, holds office in the Jewish Wel-
fare Board, the Jewish Publication Society,
the United Synagog of America, etc. He took
an active part in the organization of the Jewish
Agency of which he is an officer. He edited
"The Voice of America on Kishineff," 1904,
The Jewish Agency Memorial to the Perma-
nent Mandates Commission of the League of
Nations on the Wailing Wall, 1930, and he
wrote "Told in the Coffee House,'/ 1898. By
virtue of his combined offices, he is regarded
as the official leader and spokesman of the
conservative elements in American Jewry.

ADLER, ELKAN NATHAN: Collector
of Hebraica, author and lawyer; b. London,
1861. He is the third son of Nathan Marcus
Adler, chief rabbi of England. Has traveled
considerably in the Orient, and has written
pleasantly if briefly on Jewish themes. His
library is one of the most considerable of the
acquisitions made in recent years by the Jew-
ish Theological Seminary of America.*

ADLER, FELIX: Founder of the Society
for Ethical Culture; b. Alzey, Germany, 1851:
d. New York, 1933. Second son of Rabbi
Samuel Adler he came to New York and was
graduated from Columbia in 1870. Destined
for the Jewish ministry, Adler went to Ger-
many, but on his return to New York in

1874, his attitude toward Jewish beliefs having
changed, after an interval, he organized the
movement with which his name is most closely

associated. His chief literary works are "Creed
and Deed," 1877, "The Moral Instruction of

Children," 1898, and "An Ethical Philosophy
of Life," 1918. Throughout his life he remained
at a distance from all Jewish interests but in

December, 1880, he delivered two addresses
on the anti-Jewish agitation in Germany, and
a few days before his death he addressed a
letter of sympathy to the Madison Square
Garden mass meeting which protested against
the Hitler outrages against the Jews.
The essential quality of the man, that which makes

him a significant and luminous figure, is not to be
found in these things, not in his writings or philosophy,
nor in the movement he has founded, nor in the words
he speaks, but in the man himself, in his being the
secret must be sought. Some men are not equal to their
achievements, Adler's achievements are not unequal to
himself.

—

James Waterman Wise, Jews Are Like That!

ADLER, FRIEDRICH WOLFGANG:
Secretary of the international Socialist organi-
zation; b. Vienna, 1879. He is the son of Victor
Adler and has had even a more stormy career
than his father. In 1911 he began to devote
himself to the Socialist cause, and in 1914 on
the eve of the World War organized the Inter-
national Socialist Congress which met in
Vienna. During the War he was a natural
storm center, and when the Austrian govern-
ment began the suppression of free speech and
imprisoned the opponents of its war policies
Adler undertook as a protest to assassinate
the Minister President, Count Sturgkh. This
deed gave Adler great notoriety. He was ar-

rested, tried and condemned to death, but the
sentence was commuted to 18 years imprison-
ment. In 1918 on the fall of the Empire he
was released and took part in the Austrian
Revolution leading the Workers' and Soldiers'

Council. He struggled successfully against
the rise of Communism in Austria and in 1926
was elected secretary of the international
socialists. He is a prolific writer for the cause.

ADLER, GEORGE: Sociologist; b. Posen,
1863: d. Berlin, 1908. In 1893 he was ap-
pointed professor of sociology at Basle, where
he drafted in 1894 the first Swiss law for com-
pulsory insurance against unemployment. His
numerous writings dealt with social-political

problems. In his last important contribution,
"The Future of the Social Question," June,
1900, he pleaded for obligatory old-age and
health insurance.

ADLER, GUIDO: Historian of music; b.

Moravia, 1855. He studied both at the Uni-
versity of Vienna and the Conservatory, and in

1880 published his dissertation on the historic

basis of West European music to 1600. In
1885 he was appointed Professor of Musical
Science at the German University in Prague.
From that date, a score of scientific and his-

torical critical studies of music bore his signa-
ture. His most important and popular work
is his "Handbook to the History of Music"
(Frankfort, 1924).

ADLER, HERMANN: Chief Rabbi of the
United Congregations of the British Empire;
b. Hanover, 1839: d. London, 1911. Second
son of Nathan Marcus Adler. In 1863 he be-
came principal of Jews' College, London, and
entered the ministry in 1864. He was elected
chief rabbi in 1891 in succession to his father.
Firmly orthodox, Adler upheld the traditional
view of the German rather than the East
European orthodox, and his extension visita-

tion of the congregations under his charge,
and his keen interest in all that concerned the
Anglo-Jewish community enhanced his office

and made him the social and official represen-
tative of English Jewry. He contributed to

a number of publications, engaging particu-
larly in controversy against Goldwin Smith
and other opponents of the Jews. Although he
was interested in the Chovevi Zion he was a
strong opponent of political Zionism when it
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arose in 1896, and he lost the good will of the
East European Jews whose numbers had
come to dominate in English Jewry during
his lifetime.

He was a very clever man, who possessed a great
fund of natural motherwit, and although his orthodoxy
was unimpeachable he belonged in many ways to the
present generation. ... In correspondence he could
be most telling, even amusing, and his speeches were
often very witty.

—

Constance Battersea, Reminiscences.

ADLER, JACOB: Yiddish actor; b.

Odessa, 1855: d. New York, 1926. Adler made
his first appearance in Kherson, Russia in

1878. He emigrated to England in 1883
where he headed a troupe which performed in

London and the provinces. In 1888 he emi-
grated to New York and became the leading
American Yiddish actor, owning for a time
his own theater. He enacted practically every
type of role, his supporting caste being in part
recruited from the talented members of his

own family. He made an attempt to appeal to"

non-Jewish audiences by playing Shylock in

Yiddish, all the other members of the cast
rendering their parts in English.

ADLER, LAZARUS: German rabbi; b.

Unsleben, Bavaria, 1810: d. Wiesbaden, 1886.
In 1840 Adler was elected district rabbi of Kis-
singen, directing 24 congregations. In 1852 he
was called to the chief rabbinate of Cassel.
His final literary effort, "Hillel and Shammai,
or conservative Reform and stable Conserva-
tism, a message of peace to the congregation
of Israel and its leaders" fully expresses in its

title his attitude toward the conflicts which
raged during his life.

ADLER, LIEBMANN: American rabbi; b.

Lengsfeld, Germany, 1812: d. Chicago, 1892.
Emigrated to America in 1854, and taught first

at Detroit, Mich. In 1861 he was appointed
rabbi of Kehillath Anshe Ma'arabh of Chicago.
He was a conservative, but approved simple
modifications of the ritual. In 1890, he pub-
lished in German, a collection of his sermons
in three volumes. From this an abstract "Sab-
bath Hours" was published in English in 1893.

ADLER, MAX: Theoretician of Marxian
Socialism; b. Vienna, 1873. His writings from
1904 to 1924 were devoted to expounding the
Marxian theories in conjunction with the so-
ciological aspects of Kant's philosophy. Since
1920 he has been professor of sociology at the
University of Vienna but is best known for his

exposition of the theories and history of Marx-
ianism. He was a member of the Austrian
Landtag, 1920-23.

ADLER, NATHAN MARCUS: Chief
rabbi of England in succession to Solomon
Herschell; b. Hanover, 1803: d. Brighton,
England, 1890. Born in Hanover while it was
still part of the realm of George III., Adler
was a lifelong British subject. He was called

to England in 1842, after a bitter contest be-
tween fifteen rabbis and inducted in 1845. He
founded Jews' College in 1855 and took a con-
siderable part in the founding of the United
Synagog. He was unflinchingly orthodox.

Most of his writings were of the old critical

rabbinical type.

ADLER, SAMUEL: Rabbi, Talmudist and
author; b. Worms, Germany, 1809: d. New
York, 1891. He was appointed rabbi to Temple
Emanu-El, New York, in 1857. Before coming
to America he took an active part in the Ger-
man struggle to remove the disabilities of the

Jews, especially the "more Judaico,"
>
or

Jewish oath. He belonged to the Reform wing
in Germany and pursued the same course
here. A selection of his contributions to
learned publications was published under the
Hebrew title "Kobez al Yad," 1886.

ADLER, VICTOR: Leader of the Austrian
labor movement; b. Prague, 1852: d. Vienna,
1918. A practising physician Adler devoted
himself to the advance of Socialism in Vienna,
and edited the "Gleichheit." In 1890, he be-
came the leader of the Austrian movement. In
1894 he was appointed editor of the "Wiener
Arbeiter Zeitung." In 1897, he ran for parlia-

ment but the combination of anti-Semites de-
feated him. In 1901 he was elected to the
Lower Austrian parliament and in 1905 to the
Reichsrat, in which he held office till his death.
Religiously he apostatized but in the Socialist

Congresses he condemned anti-Semitism as a
capitalist invention. In the post-war cabinet,
organized October, 1918, he was Foreign Sec-
retary, but died a few days after his appoint-
ment.

AD MEAH SHANAH: "To a hundred
years." Conventional birthday greeting some-
times lengthened to Ad Mea We'esrim Shana,
to 120 years, a figure suggested by the life

span of Moses, Hillel, Johanan b. Zakkai and
R. Akiba. M. A.
ADMON B. GADDAI: One of three police

court judges, the other two being Hanan b.

Abishalom and Nahum the Mede, mentioned
in the Talmud as having been in service in

Jerusalem prior to 70 c.e.

ADONAI, ADONAI: Hymn containing
the thirteen attributes recited during the
Atonement service. The author was Amittai,
and the text is based on Ex. xxxiv. 6, 7.

ADONAI MELEK: "The Lord Reign-
eth"; a poem included in the penitential serv-
ice, the refrain of which is composed of vari-
ants of this phrase.

ADON OLAM: The most familiar hymn in
the Jewish liturgy, and used in all rituals. It is

a metrical hymn, 10 lines in length in the
Ashkenazi version, 12 in the Sephardic, and
in some rituals 16 lines. It glorifies the supre-
macy of God. Though it has been credited to
Solomon Ibn Gabirol its author is unknown,
but it is presumed to have been composed in

the 12th cent., and was inserted in the liturgies

of the 15th cent. The following, by Jessie E.
Sampter is a good paraphrase of the first

stanza:

The everlasting Lord who reigned
Ere yet was formed or shape or thing,

When all was made as he decreed
Was even then acknowledged King.
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ADRET, SOLOMON B. ABRAHAM:
Reputed as "the Rabbi of Spain"; b. Barce-
lona, 1235: d. 1310. One of the great intellec-

tual forces of his time and responsible for the
translation of Maimonides' commentary on the
Mishnah from Arabic into Hebrew. He was
consulted by Jews in all parts of the world,
and 3,000 of his responsa are known. He was
as energetic in warding off the attacks of
Christian theologians as of Mohammedans,
who also opposed Judaism. Within the fold
he opposed the "enticements" of Greek phi-
losophy and Arabic culture, and the rising tide

of Cabalism and mysticism. This led him to
prohibit the study of mysticism to all those
less than 30 years old, and philosophy to those
under 25. Seven of his important contributions
to rabbinics have been published, and they are
valuable sources for 13th cent. Jewish history.

ADRIANOPLE: See: Turkey.

-ffiMILIUS, PAULUS: First Hebrew bib-
liographer; b. Rodlsee, Germany: d. 1575. He
was an apostate, and was a copyist of Hebrew
ms. At Augsburg in 1544 he edited and printed
a Judaeo-German translation of the Penta-
teuch, and in 1574 he revised the catalog of
Hebrew manuscripts in the Munich Library.

AFENDOPOLO, CALEB: Karaite phi-
losopher, savant and author; b. Adrianople,
c.1454: d. Constantinople, c.1523. For many
years he lived near or in Constantinople, and
spent several of his last years in Belgrade.
Afendopolo was well-versed in the theology
and literature both of the Karaites and of the
Rabbanites, and was skilled also in geometry,
astronomy, and Greek and Arabian literature.

He had a high opinion of Maimonides, whose
influence on his philosophical and theological

ideas was considerable. For the most part, he
enjoyed friendly relations with the Rabbanites.
Nevertheless, he insisted that it was the Rab-
banites, not the Karaites, who had separated
themselves from the nation of Israel and
formed a schism.

His many works, most of them extant only
in manuscript, dealt with liturgy, poetry, phi-
losophy and ritual. His main work was "Gan
Hamelech" (The King's Garden), a collection

of essays dealing, in poetical form, with love
and medicine. In addition, he wrote supple-
ments to the Karaite law-code "Addereth
Eliyahu'; (The Mantle of Elijah) of Elijah
Bashyazi. See: Karaism. A. I. S.

AFGHANISTAN: The Afghans have leg-
ends that they are descended from the Lost
Ten Tribes, and their rulers claim descent
from King Solomon. In Kabul there are
synagog ruins which are supposed to date to
Nebuchadrezzar. Very little is known of the
origin of the Jewish community in Kabul, the
majority of whom are merchants. Since the
World War there has been some influx of

Jews from Siberia and Turkestan into the
Muslim kingdom of Afghanistan.

AGADA: See: Hagadah.

AFIKOMEN: The name applied to the
part of the matza,* generally the middle one
of the three, which the head of the house lays
aside at the beginning of the Seder * service.
Part of it is hidden and the finder rewarded.
The rest is distributed at the end of the meal,
and is the last thing eaten at the Seder service.
There are various interpretations of the name
and the origin of the custom. It is regarded
as symbolic of the meat of the Paschal sacri-
fice which during temple days was the last
thing eaten. M. A.

AGNON, SAMUEL JOSEPH CZAC-
ZKES: Hebrew author; b. Buczacz, Galicia,
1898. He has spent the largest portion of his
life in Palestine. Imbued with the Hasidic
spirit he has since the publication of his first

successful effort, "Agunot," in 1907, sketched
Jewish life in the Diaspora and in Palestine
in the spirit of folk-tales.

AGRICULTURE: The patriarchs were
shepherds. Agriculture and horticulture be-
came the main Jewish occupations during the
existence of the Jewish state, and occupied the
Jews in Palestine after its fall into the fourth
cent. The Biblical and Talmudic laws detail
the property rights of the farmer and provide
a mass of laws concerning his occupation.
Broadly cereals, grapes, olives and cattle were
raised by the Jews. In the latter stages of
Palestinean history the cultivation of the olive
was the main economic resource and the
destruction of the Emek olive yards by
Julius Severus during the Bar Kokba * cam-
paign turned the scale against the export
of olive oil. There is evidence that the Jews
were agriculturists in Spain, introduced the
mulberry for silk production and kept vine-
yards to the 11th cent, perhaps later. Jews
figure as agriculturists in the Balkan states
from their first settlement there and references
to Jewish farmers appear less frequently in
the history of all the lands of the Diaspora.
Perhaps the most continuous history of Jews
as farmers in Europe might be traced in Hun-
gary and Transsylvania. In Kurdistan (As-
syria) and in Bokhara Jews have remained
shepherds and cattle raisers to the present day.
The code of Justinian however forced the

Jews from the soil, the ghetto restrictions of
the Middle Ages pressed them into walled en-
closures. The Jewish "back to land" move-
ment began in Russia in 1807 when four
colonies, still extant, were founded in the
steppes at Gedeimenucha, Bobrovya Kut,
Dobraya and Romanovka. Three thousand
families were settled by Alexander I. in the
steppes; 714 families, descendants of the
original settlers were still there in 1927. The
better-known Russian agricultural settlements
of the middle of the 19th cent, were at Kher-
son, Elizabethgrad, Ekaterinoslav—in all 38
colonies. Many of those in Kherson received
Hebrew names. In 1870 there were 34,475

Jews on the farms in Western Europe but
after the riots of 1881 the movement began
to disintegrate, some of the settlers going to
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Palestine, others to the United States. Agri-
cultural colonization in Russia, however, con-
tinued to receive the support of Jewish no-
tables in St. Petersburg and in 1900 it was
estimated that there were 100,000 Jews on the
farms, the majority of whom were located in

170 colonies.

Two new "back to land" movements flowed
from the Russian and Roumanian persecu-
tions, the settlements in Palestine, and wide-
spread colonization in the Western hemi-
sphere. Although Sir Moses Montefiore made
the first modern attempt at colonization in

Palestine in 1845 the actual continuous agri-

cultural settlement dates from the founding of
Petak Tikvah in 1881, which was preceded
by the establishment of the agricultural school
at Mikveh Israel by Charles Netter in 1870.

The Palestinean effort owes its achievement
to the pioneers of the Russian Chovevi Zion,
the Roumanian organization and the coopera-
tion since 1887 of Baron Edmond de Roths-
child. By 1900 there were 25 settlements in

Judea, Samaria and Galilee and seven settle-

ments projected in Trans-Jordan; none of the
later has survived.

The agricultural effort on the American
continent—though there are isolated refer-
ences to Jewish farmers and small settlements
at anearlier date—began after 1882 and owes
its existence to the munificence and persistence
of Baron de Hirsch and the institutions he
created—the Baron de Hirsch Fund and the
I. C. A. The largest effort in the U. S. A. was
in New Jersey, at Alliance, Rosenhyn, Carmel,
Woodbine and later at Vineland. None of
these and others started in the state are today
either purely Jewish or wholly agricultural
settlements. An impetus was given to efforts
of the same character in many other states,

but the movement gradually individualized

—

the unsuccessful returning to the cities, the
remainder becoming individual farmers.
At about the same time Baron de Hirsch

made his more notable effort in the Argentine.
In 1891, 17,000,000 acres were acquired in the
Republic for $1,300,000. All types of farming
were experimented with. The movement itself

was not a brilliant success, the high-water
mark of population being passed within a year
of the foundation of this notable enterprise.
Canadian colonization which was started in

1884 received its real impetus from Baron de
Hirsch in 1892 whose representatives selected
the Canadian Northwest for settlement. Cereal
and mixed farming were attempted but the
actual number of agricultural settlers was
never large and their numbers have gradually
decreased.

Canadian: The attempts at Jewish agri-
cultural settlement in Canada date to 1885
when the Montefiore Agricultural Aid Asso-
ciation was founded in Montreal. Though this

and earlier sporadic attempts are on record
it was not until 1890 that through a grant
from Baron de Hirsch practical work was
undertaken. The Baron de Hirsch Institute,

Montreal, dates from 1891. The whole coloni-

zation effort in Canada was the result of Baron
de Hirsch's subsidies either from his fund, or
through the I. C. A., or subordinate organiza-
tions.

In 1920 a survey showed 700 families com-
prising 3,500 souls settled on farms. Their
crops at that date were estimated at $1,000,000
annually. There has since been a considerable
recession in the number of settlers and in the
crop values. The settlements are scattered
throughout Alberta, Manitoba, Ontario, Que-
bec and Saskatchewan, those in the Canadian
Northwest predominating. Many of the farm-
ers have moved into neighboring country
towns. The best known of the existing settle-

ments are Clara, Hirsch, Montefiore, Sonnen-
feld and Narcisse.

Palestinean Colonies: There are 98 principal
Jewish agricultural settlements in Palestine.
Of these, 50 are occupied by private settlers
who have bought their land directly from the
Arab owner or through a land agency. Each
family tills its own soil and sells its own prod-
uce. Four of these private settlements,
Gedera, Bnei B'rak, Herzlia, and Magdiel have
been financed by the Keren Hayesod over an
average period of 35 years, at a rate of interest
of two per cent. The area of this type of
settlement varies from the 50,000 dunams (4
dunams equal one acre) of Hedera to the 240
dunams of Ataroth. The population varies
from the 8,200 at Petach Tikvah to the 35 at
Gan Hasharon.
There are 16 settlements organized as Mos-

havim. A Moshav is a free-holders village
where each family with its own house and
land is independent. It is cooperative in the
following respects:

(a) The land is national (belongs to Jewish National
Fund)* and is leased on long term hereditary
leases,

b) The internal taxes are graded according to earnings.
(c) All supplies are bought cooperatively and the prod-

uce sold cooperatively.
(d) Hired labor is prohibited except in special circum-

stances. The men of the different farms organize
to harvest each other's crop.

(e) Farm machinery is used jointly and bought col-

lectively.

The largest Moshav is Nahalal with 7,900
dunams and 493 people. The smallest is Ra-
mathaim with 400 dunams and 82 people. In
all cases the Moshavim have been financed by
the Keren Hayesod.*
Twenty-two settlements are of the Kvutzah

type. A Kvutzah is a labor commune in which
all members bear the relation to each other of
members of a family. The individual has no
property rights nor does he possess shares in
the colony. He obtains food, clothing and
whatever other necessities and comforts
the colony may purchase with proceeds from
the sale of its product. When he leaves the
Kvutzah he retains no rights in it. A committee
elected by the membership manages the af-

fairs of a Kvutzah. The T'nuvah receives
and sells all the produce of Kvutzoth and
credits each colony with the value of its

respective produce. In some Kvutzoth, the
children live in children's quarters from in-
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fancy until they are old enough to be respon-
sible for themselves; in others, the children
live with the parents from the age of eight

and on. The largest Kvutzah is Ein Harod
with 8,900 dunams and 434 inhabitants; the
smallest is Sheik Abrek with 1,000 dunams
and 44 people.
Some of the Kvutzoth are organized into

Kibbutzim, which are groups of collectives

subscribing to the same social philosophy and
practicing mutual aid. A member of a Kibbutz
may transfer from one Kvutzah to another.
There are two Kibbutzim, the Hameuhad
an outgrowth of Ein Harod and Artzi spon-
sored by the Shomer Hatzair (Young Watch-
men). There are a few settlements like

Karkur and Merhavia which are a mixed
form of Kvutzah and Moshav. J. J. W.

The following is a list of the existing settlements (1933) with founding dates, the number
of dunams (four to the acre) owned or leased by the settlement:

1908
1921
1896
1920
1909
1917

1919
1891
1908
1896
1922
1904
1929
1924
1906
1923
1913

1928
1928
1926
1923
1913

1884
1927
1923
1902
1921

1928
1927
1891
1925
1909
1921

Ahva Kneifes
Ain Gannim
Ain Harod Kvutzah
Artuf Originally Bulgarian settlement
Ataroth
Athlit Converted into salt evaporating plant

546
1,000
7,400
5,000
1,400

8,100
Ayeleth Hashahar Kvutzah 4,300

Balfouria Founded by American Zion Commonwealth 6,200
Bat Shelomo 9,000
Beer Yaakob 5,500
Beer Tuvia (Castinia) 1,200
Bet Alfa Hashomer Hazier 350
Beit Gan 9,000
Beit Hanan Bulgarian settlement 1,800
Bnei B'rak Founded by Polish Hasidim 1,500
Ben Shemen 2,500
Benjamina Named for Baron Edmond de Rothschild 18,000
Bitania 1,000

1910 Dagania Oldest Kvutzah 4,100

1884 Ekron 14,200

Gan Hashoron
Gan Haim Named for Dr. Chaim Weizmann . .

.

Gan Rahel
Gesber
Gan Shemuel Named for Rabbi Samuel Mohilewer
Gat Rimmon (Ratechiya)
Gedera Original Bilu settlement
Gevat Agricultural station

Ginegar
Givat Ada Kvutzah
Geva

950
3,500
700

4,000
975
800
700

7,800
3,000
11,400
2,500

Hadar Founded by Tel Aviv townsfolk 4,000
Hasharon 2,300
Hedera 50,000
Herzlia Founded by American Zion Commonwealth 14,000
Hulda Abandoned after 1929 riots 2,000
Hefzibah 2,150

16,000

12,000

Kalmaniak 1,320
Karkur 17,900
Kfar Ahron 350
Kfar Baruch Roumanian settlement ..... 3,500
Kfar Gideon Transylvanian settlement 3,500
Kfar Hasidim Founded by Jabloner and Kozentzer Hasidim. . .

.

9,300
Kfar Hittim Founded by Mizrachi 2,300
Kfar Malal Named for Moses Loeb Lilienblum 2,400
Kfar Saba 7,200
Kfar Tabor (Mescha) 16,000
Kfar Uria 251
Kfar Yehezkel 4,200
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1925 Kfar Yehoshua Named for Yehoshua Hankin 5,100

1924 Kfar Yeladim Founded by S. African Jews for war and pogrom
orphans 1,000

1927 Kfar Shearim 1,100

1908 Kinnereth 4,500

1919 Kiryat Anayim 500

1906 Machneh Yehuda Yemenite settlement 250
1925 Magdiel Founded by Polish Jews 5,000
1926 Markenhof (Kfar Gun) 1,500

1890 Meir Shefiya Named for Meir Anselm Rothschild 2,000

1902 Menahemiya Named for father of Sir Herbert Samuel 15,000
1911 Merhavia First cooperative colony 9,400

1910 Migdal 6,000
1870 Mikveh Israel First Agricultural School

Founded by Charles Netter 2,400
1927 Mishmar Haemek 5,300

1890 Mishmar Hayarden 9,178
1908 Mizpah Founded by Hapoel Ha-Mizrachi 2,500
1924 Mizra 4,100
1894 Moza Village outside Jerusalem 700
1896 Metulla 9,600

1913 Nahalath Yehudah Named for Judah L. Pinsker 1,500

1921 Nahalal First Moshav Ovdim settlement 7,900

Nahaliel Yemenite settlement 400
1928 Nathaniya Named for Nathan Straus 11,000
1882 Nes Ziona Nachlath Reuben 9,400
1925 Neve Yaakob Founded by Jerusalem Mizrachists 140

Neve Zion Settled by Baghdadli

1925 Pardesianna 18,000
1878 Petah Tikvah Founding colony 30,400

1924 Raanana Founded by Achoozah Aleph of N. Y. C 9,700
Ramat David Named for David Lloyd George 6,000

1924 Ramat Gan 1,400
1926 Ramat Rahel 80
1924 Ramat Hasharon 2,000
1927 Ramat Haim 350
1890 Rehoboth 23,000
1882 Rishon-le-Zion 35,700
1882 Rosh Pinah Founded by Safed Jews 14,000

Ruhuma Solitary settlement in the Negeb

1927 Sarona 2,200
1924 Sarid Kvutzah 4,040
1899 Sedjera Kurdish Jewish settlers 12,000

Shaarayim Yemenite settlement
1924 Shekunat Boruchov 1,000
1925 Shekunat Marmorek Kvutzah named for Alexander Mamorek
1925 Sheik Abrek Founded by Jewish shepherds 1,000
1908 Shivath Zion Yemenite settlement

1924 Tel Adashin 7,000
1917 Tel Hai (Kfar Giladi) 6,107
1926 Tel Mond Named for Sir Alfred Mond, first Lord Melchett 13,000
1927 Tel Or Village of Palestine Electric Company 7,000
1921 Tel Yosef Named for Joseph Trumpeldor 5,700

Tirah 809

1927 Wadi Hawarith Purchase of Zionist Organization of Canada .... 40,000
Now in process of subdivision.

1924 Yagur Kvutzah 3,000
Yamma 14,296

1902 Yavniel 24,000
1883 Yesod Hamaalah 11,400

1925 Zichron Avraham
1892 Zichron Yaakov (Samarin) Founded by Roumanian Jews 16,000

Zrifin 828
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Russia: 'See: American Jewish Joint Agri-
cultural Corp., Jewish State of Biro-Bidjan.

United States of America: Some Jews were
engaged in farming from the very dawn of
American history. In the colonial days Jews
in the South raised indigo, rice, corn, tobacco
and cotton. The earliest Jewish agricultural
colony was founded in Ulster County, New
York, in 1837 and was named Sholem. It lasted

about ten years.
Following the outbreak of Jewish persecu-

tions in Russia in 1881, a frenzied Jewish
colonization activity began, and within five

years, sixteen colonization projects were un-
dertaken in Louisiana, Arkansas, Kansas,
S. Dakota, Colorado, Oregon and New Jersey.
With the exception of those in New Jersey,
the colonies were short-lived. Dearth of
capital, inadequacy of planning and lack of
trained leadership, were responsible for their

brief existence. The seeds of the movement
had, however, been planted. Impetus was
given it through the establishment of the
Baron de Hirsch Fund in 1891 and The Jewish
Agricultural Society in 1900.

The real growth of the movement began
with the opening of the present cent. There
are no exact statistics as to the number of

Jews on farms, but fairly reliable estimates
place the Jewish agrarian population between
eighty and one hundred thousand. Jewish
farmers are located in every state in the Union
and are engaged in every branch of farming
practiced here. As may be expected, the
largest numbers are found near the big centers
of Jewish population.
The Jewish Agricultural Society has been a

potent factor in the Jewish movement toward
the farm by means of a program of activities

embracing the guidance of farm seekers, the
placement of Jewish youth as farm workers,
the grant of farm loans, and through a com-
prehensive plan of education, comprising the
technical, agricultural, business and social

phases of farm life. G. D.

AGRIPPA I. (Herod Agrippa I.):

King of Judea; b. about 10 b.c.e.: assassi-

nated, 44. He was the grandson of Herod the
Great. Until he was 46 years old his life was
full of vicissitudes. Wholly devoted to the
Roman cause he was released from prison by
Caligula who appointed him to the tetrarchy
of his uncle Philip, and to that of Lysanias,
giving him the title of king. He gained the
gratitude of his coreligionists by inducing
Caligula to abandon a project for setting up
statues of himself in all temples. Claudius,

who succeeded Caligula, extended Agrippa's
authority over all Palestine. His reign was
peaceful, and he set an example by his devo-
tion to the Temple service. It is surmised
that the Romans suspected him of_ political

ambitions when he began the repair of the

fortifications of Jerusalem and his sudden
death is attributed to Roman politics.

AGRIPPA II. (Herod Agrippa II.):

Last of the Herodian monarchs, son of

Agrippa I.; b. 28: d. Rome c.100. Educated
in Rome, he came under the baneful influ-

ence of its court life, and his private life was
as full of profligacy and licentiousness as his
political rule was hateful and destructive. He,
however, had the favor of the Emperor
Claudius, and that monarch and his successor,
Nero, added considerably to his territory.

In the war Agrippa sided with the Romans,
and deserted the Jews after the fall of Jota-
pata. He later supported Titus, whose mis-
tress was Agrippa's sister Berenice.* His
presence is recorded by Josephus at the begin-
ning of the siege ot Jerusalem. An ardent
supporter of Vespasian at the destruction of

the Jewish state, he settled in Rome.
AGUDATH ISRAEL: World Organiza-

tion of Orthodox Jewry, established Katto-
witz, 1912. Its purpose is to solve, in accord-
ance with the spirit of the Torah, all the prob-
lems arising in the life of Israel. Agudath
Israel, hence, is to promote the welfare of the
Jewish people in the Holy Land and in the
Diaspora by organizing all Torah-true Jews;
by strengthening Torah-true Jewish con-
sciousness; by insisting on the centrality of
the Torah in private and communal affairs; by
the furtherance of Torah-true life in all its

aspects; by the rehabilitation of the Holy
Land in the spirit of the Torah; by the im-
provement of the economic conditions of the
Jewish masses wherever they suffer, and by
warding off attacks on Jews and Judaism.
Any Jew who recognizes for himself and
for the Jewish people the obligatory character
of the Torah is eligible for membership in the
Agudath Israel.

The Agudah represents the first successful
fusion of Eastern and Western European
Jewry for the purpose of advancing Judaism.
The Agudah controls practically all the lead-

ing Jewish communities in Poland, Hungary
and Czechoslovakia, whilst forming a very
important element of Orthodox Jewry in other
countries. It has an organization also in the
United States. According to its constitution,

The Agudath assembles every five years at a
World Congress of Orthodox Jewry called

"Kenessiah Gedolah." The most important
achievements of the Agudah are: (1) The
Keren ha-Torah, which has introduced West-
ern methods of education into Eastern, and
new strength and learning into Western
Europe and has furthered financially and or-

ganizationally the welfare of countless Yeshi-
vahs and Talmud Torahs. (2) The Beth Jacob
School system for girls which now embraces
30,000 girls throughout Eastern and Central
Europe, providing them with religious, cul-

tural, and some vocational training. (3) The
Muetzeth Gedole ha-Torah, recognized as the

supreme authority in matters of Jewish law.

(4) The creation of an Orthodox labor move-
ment (the Poale Agudath Israel) which has an
organized membership of several hundred
thousand in Poland alone. (5) The successful

insistence both in Palestine and in Goluth on
the centrality of the Torah in Jewish life. (6)
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The Agudath has a colony of its own in the

Holy Land called Machneh Israel and is

responsible for a school system embracing
some 2,000 children all over Palestine.

The president of the Agudath Israel, since

its inception, has been Jacob Rosenheim of

Frankfort-on-the-Main. Among the leaders

are I. M. Lewin of Warsaw, Rabbi Grod-
ziensky of Vilna, Rabbi Mayer Israel Hako-
hen of Radun, Rabbi E. Munk of Berlin, Dr.
M. Hilderheimer, Tel-Aviv, Dr. Pinchas Kohn
and Consul S. Guggenheim, Basel, Rabbi
Horowitz of Frankfort-on-the-Main, Rabbi
Aaron Lewin of Lodz, Senator Chief Rabbi
Zirelson of Kishenev, Rabbi M. M. Epstein of

Hebron, Prof. Moses Auerbach, Tel-Aviv,
Rabbi M. M. Zak, Riga, Ch. I. Eis of Zurich,

Dr. I. Breuer of Frankfort, H. A. Goodman,
London, Chief Rabbi Fuerst, S. Bondi of

Vienna, Grand Rabbi Weil Colmar, France,
the Chassidic Rabbis of Ger and Czortkov,
Chief Rabbi H. Dushinsky, Jerusalem, K.
Spira, Antwerp, Dr. Leo Jung of New York.

L. J

AGUILAR, DIEGO D' (Moses Lopez
Pereira) : Marano in high favor with
Maria Theresa of Austria; d. London, 1759.

Aguilar came to London in 1722 but estab-

lished a tobacco monopoly in Austria and
loaned the empress money for the building or
enlargement of the palace of Schonbrunn.
Aguilar established the Turco-Jewish commu-
nity of Vienna, and in other ways protected
the Jews in the empire. He was probably the
first Jew ennobled in modern times for he was
made Baron of the Netherlands and of Italy.

AGUILAR, EPHRAIM LOPEZ PER-
EIRA, Baron d': Second Baron d'Aguilar;
b. Vienna, 1739: d. London, 1802. He settled

with his father in London, was naturalized in

1759, and by his marriage added largely to his

fortune. A large estate he owned in America
was confiscated during the Revolutionary
War. This loss affected him so much that

he turned miser. His wife left him. In a
niggardly spirit he refused to serve as treas-

urer of the Sephardic synagog. At his death
his daughters found a large fortune in the

house in which he had spent his last years in

misery and deprivation.

AGUILAR, GRACE: Author of "Vale of

Cedars"; b. London, 1816: d. Frankfort-on-
the-Main, 1847. Descended from Maranos
who found asylum in England in the 18th

cent., Grace Aguilar was educated at home by
her mother, a very spiritually minded woman.
At seven the future novelist began a diary
which she continued until her death. Before
she was 12, she wrote a drama.
"The Vale of Cedars," a poignant story of

Spain in the 15th cent., first published in 1850
proved her most enduring contribution. It

was translated into several languages, and is

occasionally reprinted. The Marano * theme
was employed by her in "Home and Hearth
Studies," "The Perez Family" (1843), "The
Edict," and in "The Escape." Her last serious

literary effort was "The Women of Israel"

(1845) a series of pen sketches though she
completed 31 letters on "The Jewish Faith"
before her death. Of a deeply religious nature
Grace Aguilar protested against formalism.
She was stricken by illness in 1835 and died
in 1845, her last words displaying the heroic
faith that had guided her life.

AGUILAR, MOSES RAPHAEL DE
(Nathan of Amsterdam): Rabbi; b. Por-
tugal: d. Amsterdam, 1679. In 1642 he went
with Isaac Aboab da Fonseca, as hazan
to Brazil, where he remained till the recon-
quest of that country by the Portuguese,
when he returned to Amsterdam and was re-

appointed to his former position. His mastery
of Hebrew was so complete that he used this

language in conversation with his pupils.

Aguilar continued in his office for forty years
until his death. The catalog of his library was
printed at Amsterdam in 1680.

AHA OF IRAQ : Presumed inventor of the
Hebrew accents and vowel points. Lived in

the first half of the sixth cent, in Babylon.

AHA B. JACOB: Early Babylonian mystic.
One of the Amoraim of whom it is related
that he conquered the hydra.

AHAB, KING OF ISRAEL: (875-853
b.c.e.). Second son and successor of Omri. A
military ruler, reputed for the erection of his

ivory palace (I Kings xxii. 39), notorious by
reason of his wife Jezebel, the wicked woman
of the Bible, and for the bitter attacks made on
him by Elijah, the prophet.

In general he followed the policy of Omri *

but was less successful in his military ven-
tures. His first attacks on the Syrians in 855
b.c.e. forced Damascus to make terms, but
later he lost Moab and much territory in the
north. Owing to his combination with the
Assyrian princes against Shalmaneser II.,

who was the victor, Ahab is the first Jewish
king mentioned in the Assyrian monuments.
These struggles are set forth in considerable
detail in the inscriptions, and indicate that
Ahab commanded a large army. The pressure
of Assyria forced Jehosophat,* king of Judah,
to league with Ahab, to whom he was related,

in the battle of Ramoth-Gilead, in which Ahab
was slain by a chance arrow.

Elijah's struggle against the Baal worship,
for which Jezebel * is held responsible, and
the barbarous treatment of Naboth have led

to Ahab being held up as one of the worst
kings of Israel. On the other hand he ad-
vanced the state by the encouragement of for-

eign trade, and the excavations in Samaria
offer evidence of the increase of luxury in his

kingdom during his reign. Part of the Elijah
cycle in I Kings is favorable to Ahab.

AHABAH RABBAH and AHABAT
OLAM: Titles of two benedictions "Great
Love" and "Everlasting Love" which precede
the recital of the Shema in the liturgy. The
two formulae are of ancient origin. Their ar-

rangement goes back to the disputes between
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Rab and Samuel, leaders of the Babylonian
schools.

AHAD HA-AM : Pen-name of Asher Ginz-
berg; Hebrew essayist and author of the idea
of Palestine as a Jewish "spiritual center"; b.

1856, Skwira, Russia: d. Tel Aviv, Palestine,
1927. Of Hasidic origin, Ginzberg settled in

Odessa, and began writing in 1889 in criticism
of the current phases of Chovevei Zion. He
became president of the B'ne Mosheh, a secret
Zionist society which lasted eight years but
exercised considerable influence after its dis-

solution. He visited Palestine in 1891, again
in 1893, and in 1894 became a more frequent
contributor to the Hebrew press. In 1896 he
became editor of "Hashiloah," setting a new
tone in Hebrew journalism, and using his pub-
lication to oppose the Herzlian Zionism which
was then becoming popular. In 1899-1900 he
again went to Palestine where he wrote even
more critically of the management of the
Rothschild colonies. It was in this period, to
his settlement in London, in 1907, that he
reached the height of his powers as a philo-
sophical writer on Jewish life, and acquired his

greatest following. He was in London during
the World War and participated in the dis-

cussions that culminated in the Balfour Dec-
laration. He remained, however, as detached
from political Zionism as he had been when
he opposed the Basle Program in 1897. In
1921 he settled in Tel Aviv and interested
himself in the administrative problems of that
municipality. His chief works are: " 'Al Para-
shat D'rachim" (At the Parting of the Ways),
four vols., 1894-1913; '"Al Sh'te Ha-se-ippim"
(Judaism and the Gospels), 1910; and "Igge-
roth Ahad Ha-Am," six vols., 1923-25.

Over against the ideal of the Jewish State, to be
created by diplomatic methods and by the almost mirac-
ulous transfer of millions of Jews from one part of
the world to another, he set up his own conception of
Palestine as a "spiritual center," built up slowly by
the devotion of Jews imbued with the historic culture
of their people, and re-acting on the scattered Jewish
communities of the world as a cementing and unifying
influence. ... It was not that he disbelieved in a
Jewish State, or did not want to see its establishment;
but his sense of reality and his sense of values alike
made him place the State at the end of a long period
of development.

—

Leon Simon, Ahad Ha-am; American
Jewish Year Book, 1928.

AHARONI, ISRAEL: Zoologist; b.

Widsy, Lithuania, 1880. Since 1902 he has re-

sided in Rechoboth, Palestine. In 1908 he
joined Blanckenhorn in his expedition to ex-
plore the fauna of the Dead Sea and Jordan
Valley region, and during the World War
Djemal Pasha sent him on a similar expedi-
tion to the Lebanon. In 1925 he received an
appointment at the Hebrew University, Jeru-
salem. Aharoni has not only discovered scores
of hitherto unknown zoological specimens in

Palestine, but through his patient nature-
studies has corrected many of the terms used
in translating the fauna mentioned in the
Scriptures and Talmud.

AHASUERUS: The Persian monarch of
the Book of Esther, presumed to be Xerxes
(486-465 b.c.e.). According to Esth. i. 1, he

ruled from India to Ethiopia, and in the third
year of his reign gave a feast at which he com-
manded his queen, Vashti, to appear, before
himself and his nobles, uncovered. Her dis-
obedience led to the introduction of Esther,
who was selected as her successor. Mordecai,
Esther's cousin, by saving the king's life, be-
came the foil to Haman, the wicked plotting
vizir. Mordecai's reward was in part that
Haman acted as his footman in a parade in
which Mordecai rode as the man whom the
king delighted to honor. This degradation in-
tensified Haman's desire for revenge against
all the Jews. Esther's intercession, directed
by Mordecai, was successful and brought
about the hanging of Haman and his sons,
and saved the Jews. The king is a lay figure
in the narrative which is the basis of the ob-
servance of Purim.* The historicity of the
narrative has been questioned.

AHAZ: King of Judah, son of Jotham (735-
719 b.c.e.). His pro-Assyrian policy was de-
nounced by the prophet Isaiah. In Ahaz' reign
Judah became a vassal of Assyria, the mon-
arch preferring that protection as against the
policy of Israel under Pekah, and of Damas-
cus under Rezin, who opposed the advance of
Tiglath-Pileser. Ahaz went to the aid of
Assyria during the invasion of Syria and
Palestine, and in 732 b.c.e. swore allegiance
to the conqueror, and to his gods. Judah re-
mained undisturbed but Ahaz introduced
Assyrian customs in Jerusalem and even
changed the temple ritual to please his
suzerain.

AHAZIAH: King of Israel, reigned less
than two years (853-852 b.c.e.). Son of Ahab.
The leading incident of his reign was his at-

tempt to join Jehosophat,* king of Judah, in

the trade with Ophir (I Kings xxii. 49, 50).
The Judean king declined the partnership. He
met with the intense opposition of Elijah,*
Ahaziah's death was due to a fall from an up-
per floor of his palace in Samaria.

AHAZIAH: King of Judah, son of Jeho-
ram. His reign lasted but a year (843-842
b.c.e.). He was in sympathy with the policies

of Joram,* king of Israel, in the latter's oppo-
sition to the Syrians. He was the victim of
this alliance, for it was whilst conferring with
Joram at Jezreel, that the latter was killed in

the rebellion organized by Jehu.* Ahaziah
escaped, but died at Megiddo.

AHIJAH: One of the prophets mentioned
(I Kings xi. 29) as having foretold the down-
fall of Jeroboam's house and the kingdom of
Israel. He is one of the few persons associated
with the place named Shiloh. He urged Jero-
boam to revolt against Solomon.

AHIMAAZ B. PALTIEL: 11th cent,

liturgical poet; b. Capua, 1017: d. Oria, c.1060.

Paltiel claimed descent from one of the four
families brought by Titus to Rome, and in a
chronicle he wrote, traced his family to Amit-
tai I. who lived in the early part of the ninth
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cent. His chronicle is not only interesting as
an early type of medieval chronology, but in-

cidentally throws considerable light on the
obscure period in which he lived, and covers
the wide range of countries in which his

ancestors, according to Paltiel achieved
honors. He is the principal authority for the
story of the appointment of Paltiel, the Vizir

of Al-Muizz and Abd al Manzur of Egypt in

the 10th cent. The chronicle is in rhymed
prose and is preserved in the cathedral of
Toledo, Spain. An English version of the
chronicle has been published.

AHLWARDT, HERMANN: Anti-Sem-
itic agitator; b. Krien, Prussia, 1846: d. Berlin,

1914. He succeeded Court Chaplain Stocker*
as the leader of the anti-Semitic movement in

Germany. He raised the Aryan race issue as

a means of attacking the Jews but he gained
his greatest popularity in 1892 by accusing a
Jewish munitions firm, Ludwig Lowe & Co.,

of supplying worthless guns to the German
army. The Chancellor, Count Caprivi, and
the leaders of all political parties protested
against this libel which undermines public con-
fidence in the efficiency of the army; but
Ahlwardt retained the support of the public
though his charges were disproved, and he
was sentenced to five months' imprisonment.
In 1893 he was re-elected to the Reichstag.
His attempt to start an anti-Semitic agita-

tion in the U. S. A. in 1895 failed. Theodore
Roosevelt, then Police Commissioner of New
York City, put the anti-Semite in a ridiculous
position by providing him with an escort of

Jewish policemen.

ARABIA B. MAHALALEL: Teacher at
the end of the first cent. He represented a
divergence from the accepted traditions and
was excommunicated by his fellow teachers.

His scholarship however was such that sub-
sequent generations of Talmudists revered
his memory and denied that he had ever come
under the ban.

AKDAMUT: A mystical poem, written in

Aramaic by Meir b. Isaac Nehorai which in

the Ashkenazic liturgy is interpolated after the
opening verse of the portion of the Law on the
first day of the Feast of Weeks.

AKEDAH: "Sacrifice of Isaac." This inci-

dent in the life of the first patriarch and his

son is frequently referred to in the liturgy.

The use of the ram's horn on the New Year
is traditionally related to this incident. The
arrangement of the Akedah in the New Year
liturgy was made by Rab in the third cent.

AKIBA BAER B. JOSEPH: Popularizer
of Cabalism; flourished in the 17th cent. Ow-
ing to the expulsion of the Jews from Vienna,
in 1670, this scholarly Cabalist wandered from
town to town through Germany and Bohemia
until he settled in Bavaria. His most success-
ful work was a Cabalistic commentary on the
daily prayers; "Abodat Habore," Worship
of the Creator, 1688. He even wrote on his

favorite theme in Ivri-Teutsch. Two works of

this class are: "Abir Yaakob," stories of the

Patriarchs, and "Maaseh Adonai," Deeds of

the Lord, 1691, a collection of stories from the
Zohar.

AKIBA B.JOSEPH: Greatest Palestinean
Tanna, founder of the rabbinical system, and
spiritual leader, if not organizer, of the revolt
under Bar Kokba; b. c.50: martyred, c.132.

He was a shepherd who at 40 gave himself
over to study, and by the year 96 he was
already one of the prominent leaders of
Palestine. He is the hero of many romantic
stories which are all tributes to his unselfish-
ness, his loyalty and his faithfulness. The
impress of the man on his era and on the
whole methodology of rabbinic Judaism is far

clearer than his personal record. In a period
of great trial he evidently combined three
roles, for he traveled to Rome and elsewhere
in the Jewish interest, he had the courage to
accept Bar Kokba as the military leader and
Messiah, thus overruling the opposition o': his

rabbinical contemporaries to the revolt. A*.

the same time, he exerted his influence, suc-
cessfully, against the setting up of personal
final authority. He maintained that the defini-

tion of Jewish law was within the codes
themselves, and decision represented a con-
sensus of opinion rather than the arbitrary
judgment even of the greatest of the Tannaim.
This assumption of a democratic as against an
autocratic authority in Israel decided and
shaped the Talmud, and all subsequent writ-
ings of a rabbinical character. They are, in

the last resort, no more than opinions, the
weight of which depends upon the number of
rabbis holding the same view and the per-
sonal worth attached to them. He organized
the material in the Mishnah * and introduced
the system of exegesis, based on interpreta-
tion of single words.
Akiba is moreover responsible for the clos-

ing of the canon of the Old Testament, though
all his views were not accepted. He also in-

fluenced Aquila to prepare his translation of
the Bible for the Greek-speaking Jews. The
veneration in which he was and still is held
placed him in a way second only to Elijah in

popular esteem as the incarnation of the mili-

tant, protective and mystical leader of his peo-
ple. His martyrdom is part of the liturgy of
the Day of Atonement. Of his end it is re-

lated: When Rufus, pliant tool of Hadrian's
vengeance, condemned Akiba to the hand of
the executioner, it was the hour of the
"Shema." Full of devotion, Akiba recited his

prayers calmly, and when Rufus asked him
whether he was a sorcerer, since he felt no
pain, Akiba replied, "I am no sorcerer; but I

rejoice at the opportunity now given to me to

love my God 'with all my life,' seeing that I

have hitherto been able to love Him only 'with
all my means' and 'with all my might.' " and
with the word "One" he expired.

And virtue named you saint, and greatness, great;
Patriotism, patriot; and knowledge, sage.
And love, a lover; your heart its golden page.

And holiness rejoiced to own you, mate.—Alter Abelson.
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AKIBA HA-KOHEN, OF OFEN:
"Nasi"; lived in Hungary and Bohemia in the
second half of the 15th cent.: d. Prague, 1496.

He was Court Judge at the court of King Mat-
thew of Hungary about 1480. This promotion
excited the envy of the nobles who slandered
him to the king. He then settled at Prague
and established a Talmudic college. Through
his daughter Jochebed many members of the

well-known family of Hurwitz claim descent
fi<mi Akiba of Ofen.

AKRISH, ISAAC B. ABRAHAM: Biblio-

phile; b. Spain, c.1489: d. after 1578. He trav-

eled extensively, and his writings are a con-
tribution to contemporary Jewish history as

he was associated with Judah Nasi in Constan-
tinople and was befriended by Esther Kiera.

In 1577 he edited a large collection of Jewish
historical documents, some of them relating to

the search for the mythical river Sambation.

ALABAMA: See: United States of Amer-
ica.

ALABARCH: Title of an official leader of

the Jewish population of Alexandria during
the Grecian period. The alabarchs known by
name are 1. Alexander Lysimachus; 2. Julius

Alexander Lysimachus, son of the preceding.
The name Julius was also borne by his brother
Tiberius (Julius) Alexander (who afterward
became prefect of Egypt). Berenice, daughter
of Agrippa I., who bore the cognomen Julia,

was married to Marcus, son of the Alabarch
Alexander.

ALAV HASHALOM: Peace be unto him.
Conventional reference to the dead. On tomb-
stones, abbreviated Ayin-He, it is equivalent
to: sacred to the memory of.

ALAN DALE: See: Cohen, Alfred J.

ALATRI, SAMUEL: Italian communal
leader; b. Rome, 1805: d. there, 1889. From his

21st year he was one of the foremost leaders of

the Roman Jews. He was their spokesman,
and one of the deputation that waited annually
on Pope Gregory XVI. Though unfavorable
to the Jews the pope was so impressed with
Alatri that he dubbed him "our Cicero." When
Pius IX., ascended the chair Alatri increased
his efforts with the Vatican on behalf of the
Jews. In recognition of his high qualities he
was made a director of the Pope's Bank, which
later became the Banca Romana. When in

1870 the temporal power ceased Alatri was ap-
pointed one of the commissioners to restore
order in Roman finance. He acquitted himself
with such success that he was elected to Par-
liament, and then entrusted with the duty of
organizing the budget of the new Italian state.

ALBALAG, ISAAC: 13th cent, philoso-
pher who flourished either in Spain or south-
ern France. His acceptance of the Aristotelian
theory of the eternity of the world caused
him to be regarded as a heretic and his views
met with considerable opposition. According
to Husik he was the first in Jewish philosophy
to defend "the so-called theory of the twofold

truth," i.e., that a given thesis might be "true
for philosophy and false for theology, or vice
versa."

ALBASIR, JOSEPH: Karaite philosopher,
theologian and author, who lived in Babylonia
or Persia at the beginning of the 11th cent. He
was esteemed by the Karaites as a great au-
thority on religious law. His real name was
Joseph b. Abraham Hakohen, but he was given
the surname Albasir (the seer, Haroeh) euphe-
mistically because he was blind.

A devoted adherent of the Arabian philo-
sophical school called the Mutazilites, he wrote
"Muhtawi," in which, while utilizing the prin-
ciples of the Mutakallimun (The Kalam) in

order to confirm the doctrines of the Karaites,
he treated only such questions as were com-
mon to Jews and Mohammedans, e.g. mono-
theism, studiously avoiding such moot points
between Judaism and Islam as the problem
whether the Koran had superseded the Torah
and rendered it obsolete. This important work
was translated into Hebrew under the title

"Zichron Hadathoth" or "Sefer Haneimoth."
His attitude throughout is rational, for he ac-
cepts only reason as the basis. In his second
extant work, also written in Arabic, and of
lesser importance, "Al-Tamyiz" (Making
Wise the Simple), Albasir opposed the views
of the famous Karaite author and commenta-
tor of the 9th cent., Benjamin Nahavendi.
See: Karaism. A. I. S.

ALBINUS: Roman procurator of Judea
(61 to 64). By many his conduct is held di-

rectly responsible for the final Jewish revolt.

On his way from Alexandria to Jerusalem
he was met by a delegation of Jews, who de-
manded the punishment of the high priest

Ananias. Albinus deposed him and endeav-
ored to maintain peace in Jerusalem, and
executed many of the Sicarii. He administered
his office far worse than even his predecessor,
Festus. He robbed individuals of their prop-
erty, and imposed oppressive taxes upon the
people. On receipt of bribes, he liberated Ro-
man decurions who had been imprisoned for

deeds of violence.

ALBO, JOSEPH: 15th cent, theologian;
known chiefly as the author of the work on the
fundamentals of Judaism "Ikkarim" (Princi-
ples). Albo took part in the disputation of
Tortosa in 1413-14. He died in 1444. His
treatise which has been much discussed among
the learned was published by Soncino in 1485.

Maimonides had made a list of 13 fundamental prin-
ciples of the Jewish faith and Hasdai Crescas, the
teacher of Albo, found fault with Maimonides and made
a list of his own. . . . Albo followed in Crescas' foot-
steps and reduced the basic dogmas to three: Existence
of God, Reward and Punishment, and Revelation.

—

Husik, Sefer Ha'Ikkarim by Joseph Albo, Phila-
delphia, 1929.

ALCIMUS (Jakim): Anti-national Hel-
lenist leader in Jerusalem, under Demetrius I.

Soter of Syria; b. c.200 b.c.e.: d. Jerusalem,
160. He was a member of the priestly family
but opposed to the Hasmoneans. Together
with other anti-nationalists he was expelled
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from Jerusalem. In revenge he obtained the

aid of Demetrius in a struggle against Judas
Maccabeus.* Many of the Hasmoneans were
killed in the war which followed. Alcimus
was installed as high priest, and as leader of

the Hellenists he supported the further attack

on the Hasmoneans. He joined Bacchides in

the battle against Judas Maccabeus at Eleasa
where Judas was defeated and killed. The
civil war was then confined to Jerusalem, and
Alcimus died during the struggle.

ALDABI, MEIR IBN: 14th cent, popu-
larizer of theological and scientific knowledge.
A descendant of the exiles from Jerusalem. His
chief work, was "Shebile Emunah" (The
Paths of Faith), 1360, an exhaustive treatise

on philosophical, scientific and theological

subjects.

ALEMAN, JOHANAN: Cabalist; b.

Constantinople, lived in the latter half of the
15th cent, in Italy. Aleman was well versed in

the writings of the Arabian and Greek philoso-

phers, and wrote a philosophical work "He-
shek Shelomoh" (The Desire of Solomon). He
wrote also a commentary on the "Song of

Songs," and a Cabalistic commentary on the

Pentateuch.
Aleman is especially noted for introducing

the Christian savant and Cabalist Giovanni
Pico della Mirandola (1463-1494) into the
mysteries of the Cabala, giving him to believe

that the Cabalistic doctrines were of very
early origin. Hence Mirandola, who found in

Cabala confirmation of the dogmas of the in-

carnation, trinity, original sin, eternal punish-
ment, and other Christian dogmas, translated

various Cabalistic works from Hebrew into

Latin, so that all this secret learning might
become the common knowledge of Christians,

too. A. I. S.

'ALENU: "It is incumbent upon us." Clos-

ing prayer of the daily liturgy, so called from
its initial word " 'Alenu." Certain portions of

this prayer go back to Persian times. An old

tradition claims Joshua as its author. Moses
Mendelssohn regarded it as one of the oldest

elements in the liturgy. It was inserted in the

New Year's service by Rab. Its repetition at

the close of every service dates from the early

Middle Ages. See: Martyr's Prayer.

ALEPH: First letter of the Hebrew alpha-

bet; numerically, one.

ALEX, EPHRAIM: Founder of the Jew-
ish Board of Guardians, London; b. Chelten-
ham, 1800: d. London, 1882. In February,
1859, he issued a circular proposing "A scheme
for a board of guardians for the relief of the

necessitous foreign poor." The keynote of the

circular and scheme was organization, and the

subsequent development of the Jewish Board
of Guardians was on the lines of Alex's orig-

inal conception.

ALEXANDER THE GREAT: Conqueror
of the East, 356-323 b.c.e. By introducing Hel-
lenic culture into Syria and Egypt, he had

probably more influence on the development
of Judaism than any one individual not a Jew
by race. There are no personal details which
connect him with Jewish history except that
after the siege of Tyre, 332 b.c.e., he marched
through Palestine unopposed, except in the
case of Gaza, which was razed to the ground.
He is mentioned by name only in I Mace. (i.

1-8, vi. 2). He is the subject of many legends.
His favorable attitude toward the Jews led
to the use of his name as a Jewish prenomen.
This practice is met with in the late Maccabean
era.

ALEXANDER: Heir presumptive of
Herod *; b. c.35: executed c.7 b.c.e. His popu-
larity, as the son of Mariamne,* the Has-
monean princess, was the cause of his father's
antipathy, as well as the fear that the son
might revenge the mother's murder. His
childhood was spent in Rome and when he
came to Jerusalem with his brother Aristo-
bulus Herod's court was the center of vile in-

trigues and constant assassinations. Salome,*
who was one of the evil geniuses of the Herod-
ian period, plotted against him. Alexander's
incautious conduct justified some of Herod's
suspicions. Formal charges of treason were
brought to Augustus against the young prince.
The emperor left the decision to Herod who
had his son executed at Sebaste. Alexander's
end gave rise to a pretender, Alexander the
False, who about 4 b.c.e. claimed the throne.

ALEXANDER II.: King of Judea; b. c.100

:

d. 47 b.c.e. Eldest son of Aristobulus II. His
life was a struggle against the Romans. In
63 b.c.e. Judea was conquered by the Romans
and the royal family made prisoners and sent
to Rome. Alexander escaped, reached Jeru-
salem, and refortified the city. He declared
war in 57 b.c.e., but was no match for Mark
Antony who defeated the Judeans, Alexan-
der escaping from the battlefield, and took
possession of a fortress, and endeavored to
continue the struggle. He made another at-

tempt to regain his independence in 55 b.c.e.,

and was this time defeated owing to the in-

trigues of Antipater.* He fled to Syria, was
captured and was beheaded at the command
of Pompey.

ALEXANDER JANN^US (Jonathan):
King of Judea; b. c.126: d. 76 b.c.e. He came to
the throne in his 23rd year and was a mili-

tary monarch who hired mercenaries in the
struggles which he undertook to make his

state great and powerful. In several of his

great adventures he risked the independence
of Judea, and his policy provoked the opposi-
tion of the Pharisees * of whom on one occa-
sion he had 800 nailed on wooden crosses. In
the course of his career he sacrificed thou-
sands of his soldiers, and lost a number of

critical battles, but he conquered the south-
land, capturing Gaza in 96 b.c.e. His cam-
paigns in Trans-Jordan were the most bril-

liant phases of his generalship, and at his

death he was practically in possession of the

whole area.
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The third son of John Hyrcanus * he in-

herited his militant and aggrandizing atti-

tudes. The political conditions of the times
rather favored his ambitions. He made his

first attack on Acre when the Syrian mon-
archs were at war with each other, and but for

the intervention of Ptolemy Lathurus, son of

Cleopatra of Egypt, he might have captured
the stronghold. The Egyptian prince, who
was king of Cyprus, opposed Alexander who,
however, had the support of two of Cleo-
patra's generals. Undeterred by defeat Alex-
ander planned a war for the capture of Gadara
and Amathus on the Jordan. Here again the
hazards he took cost him 10,000 men. His
war east of Jordan lasted three years and
he was stricken whilst in camp and bequeathed
the kingdom to his wife, Alexandra Salome.*
The Pharisees hated him with a good cause

for he persecuted them so ruthlessly that

many of them fled to Egypt. The dual role

of high priest and ruler did not combine in a
king who subordinated everything to extend-
ing his realm.

ALEXANDER, MAURICE ALEXAN-
DER: Australian politician; b. London, 1820:

d. Sydney, N. S. W., 1874. He arrived in Syd-
ney in 1834, and from the year 1863 represent-
ed Goulburn in the New South Wales House
of Assembly.

ALEXANDER, MICHAEL SOLOMON:
First Anglican bishop of Jerusalem; born of

Jewish parents, Posen, 1799: d. Belbeis, Egypt,
1845. His training was strictly orthodox. In
1820 he removed to England. The suggestion
of several Christian clergymen resulted in his

conversion to Christianity and his baptism,
1825, at St. Andrew's Church, Plymouth, in

which town he had been officiating as hazan
to the Hebrew congregation. Soon afterward,
Alexander removed to Dublin, where he be-
came a teacher of Hebrew, was ordained by
the archbishop of the diocese, and appointed
to a charge in that city, 1827. In 1832 Alexan-
der was appointed professor of Hebrew and
rabbinical literature in King's College, Lon-
don, which position he retained till 1841.

ALEXANDER OF MILETUS (Polyhis-
tor) : Flourished between 105 and 40 b.c.e. He
was the author of a book entitled "Upon the

Jews," of which only a few fragments have
been preserved, quoted in the works of Euse-
bius and Clement of Alexandria. It consisted
of excerpts from various Jewish, Samaritan
and heathen authors.

ALEXANDER, TIBERIUS JULIUS:
Roman prefect of Egypt. He flourished in

the first cent. He was the son of the Alabarch
Alexander, and a relative of Philo. He was an
apostate, and was appointed procurator of

Judea in 46, was made a Roman knight, and
became prefect of Egypt under Nero.
He was, according to some authorities, a

bitter enemy of the Alexandrian Jews, and
used the Roman legions to slay 50,000 Jews
when they resisted the Roman policy. He first

sided with Vitellus against Vespasian in the
contest for the imperial throne, but was af-
terwards trusted to Vespasian, and his son,
Titus, whom he accompanied in the siege of
Jerusalem. He voted for the preservation of
the Temple * in the council of war held by
Titus to decide its fate.

ALEXANDRA: Daughter of Aristobulus
II.; brought to Rome with her parents and
brothers as prisoners of war by Pompey in 63
b.c.e. She was liberated by the senate in 56
b.c.e.; poisoned, rescued and after the murder
of her husband espoused by her father-in-law
who assassinated his own son in order to
marry her.

ALEXANDRA: Hasmonean princess;
executed b.c.e. 28. She was the daughter of
Hyrcanus II.,* but is more famous as the
mother of Mariamne * whom she betrothed
to Herod * in order to maintain the position
of her family when the Idumenean became
the master of Judea. She later sacrificed the
daughter in order to escape the monarch's
vengeance. She intrigued with Antony and
Cleopatra in the interest of her children, and
forced Herod to install her son Aristobulus
as high priest (b.c.e. 35) when he was only 16
years old. When Herod was ill she attempted
to obtain possession of the citadel of Jeru-
salem * and the Temple,* and for this plot her
royal son-in-law ordered her execution.

ALEXANDRA SALOME (Shalom Zion) :

Only reigning Jewish queen; b. 139 b.c.e.: d.

67 b.c.e. She was the wife of Aristobulus I.,

and afterward of Alexander Jannaeus. Mar-
ried to Alexander shortly after his accession
she seems to have led a happy life. On his
death-bed Alexander gave her charge of the
kingdom. She assumed the reins of govern-
ment in the camp at Ragaba in 75 b.c.e. and
concealed her husband's death till she had as-
sured herself of the success of the siege. She
made peace with the Pharisees who were
rebels against the royal family, released hun-
dreds who had been imprisoned by Alexander,
and installed her own son Hyrcanus II. as
high priest. The Pharisees were thus wholly
placated, the Sanhedrin enhanced and peace
restored within the kingdom.

Graetz lauds her for her policy of siding
with the Pharisees,* in contrast to the policy
of her husband, and for staving off an inva-
sion threatened by Tigranes, king of Armenia,
by gentle words and rich presents.

She was the only queen in Judean history, whose
name has been handed down to us with veneration, and
she was also the last independent ruler of Judsa.—
Graetz, History of the Jews, vol. ii.

ALEXANDRIA (Egypt): Founded by
Alexander the Great in 332 b.c.e. who accord-
ing to tradition settled the new city with Jew-
ish colonists from Palestine. From the earliest

references to this Jewish settlement to the
close of the united Roman empire Alexandria
was the capital of the Diaspora. The Jews re-

sided in a large and prominent quarter which
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owing to its isolation resembled the ghetto of

the Middle Ages. On the other hand owing to

their commercial importance, and perhaps
their military contributions to the imperial
army—there were a number of Jewish regi-

ments—the Jews of Alexandria enjoyed privi-

leges which ranked them with the Roman citi-

zens and were therefor in a position superior

to the Jews elsewhere in the empire. Both
Philo and Josephus allude to this favored posi-

tion; the permission to erect the Temple at

Leontopohs, the many synagogs scattered
throughout the city, and the office held by
Alexander Tiberius attest to this fact.

Persecution however began in the reign of

Caligula and continued at intervals so that this

diaspora community became instigator and ac-

tive participant in the national struggle which
centered in Palestine, against Roman author-
ity. The Hellenistic influences which led them
to build the most elaborate and gorgeous syna-
gogs ever erected, their use of Greek, and their

interest in philosophy in no way affected their

loyalty to Jerusalem and the Jewish state.

They thus participated in the three great
struggles. There were thousands of Alexan-
drian Jews in Jerusalem during the siege, the

revolt against Trajan was instigated by Alex-
andrians and they shared in the Bar Kokba
war. They were utterly overwhelmed in the
massacre organized by Bishop Cyril in the

fifth cent.

There were Jews in Alexandria at the rise

of Islam, and they are held responsible for the
victory of the Fatimid dynasty. Their pres-

ence is traceable right through the crusading
period although the center of influence moved
gradually to Cairo and Alexandria fell into

decay.
The modern community, some 30,000 in

number, is of mixed though dominantly of

Sephardic origin. The synagog of "Elijah the

Prophet," is at least 400 years old, and parts

of the chief synagog "Zeradel" are even older,

but the majority of the buildings and institu-

tions are modern, and in part the result of

Jewish immigration from Italy and other
Mediterranean lands, and in part the result of

the effort of the Alliance Israelite Universelle
which exercised considerable influence there.

The Menasce, Green and other families are

however responsible for many of the local

institutions. During the 19th cent. Alexan-
drian Jews met with little hostility though
many of them under the "capitulations" lived

there as foreigners. Since the close of the
World War they have become identified with
Egyptian nationality and occupy positions of

trust and importance in the government.

ALFASI, DAVID: Early Karaite gram-
marian, biblical commentator, and lexicog-
rapher; b. Fez, Morocco, in the second half of

the 10th cent. He composed a dictionary of

the Hebrew language in Arabic, called "Ag-
ron" (Collection; Arabic title, "Kitab Jami
Ul-Alfaz"). Alfasi opposed all anthropomor-
phic interpretations of the Bible as well as any
allegorical explanations of the commands of

the Torah. In several passages of his works
he polemized against the Rabbanites.

A. I. S.

ALFONSI, PETRUS: (Moses Sephardi):
Physician to Alfonso VI., of Castile; b.

Huesca, Aragon, 1062: d. 1110. He embraced
Christianity in 1106 and took the name of

Petrus Alfonsi in honor of the saint and his

royal godfather.

ALFONSO DE ZAMORA: Marano and
Hebraist; b. Zamora, c.1474 and baptized,

1506. His father's name was Juan de Zamora.
Alfonso was professor of Oriental languages
for several years at the University of Sala-
manca. Among his writings are two Hebrew
vocabularies, published in 1515; and an Intro-
duction to Hebrew Grammar, 1526.

ALGERIA: French colony on the North
African coast. Italian Jews settled there at the
beginning of the Christian era. In the seventh
cent. Jews fleeing from the Visigoth persecu-
tions in Spain settled there. From the begin-
ning of Arabian dominance of the country the

Jews experienced the same general treatment
accorded Jews in all Islamic countries. The
Almohade dynasty however persecuted them,
but the Spanish uprising against the Jews in

1391 drove more Jews into Algeria. Another
influx followed the expulsion from Spain. An
interesting account of the "Present State of
the Jews" in Barbary was published by Lan-
celot Addison (London, 1682) who noted that
the "great number of Jews in Barbary . . .

were lauded over by the imperious and
haughty Moor" suffering "a better sort of
slavery. For even in those places where they
have permission to inhabit, they are not only
tributary, but upon every small disgust, in

danger of ejectment. Insomuch that they can-
not promise to themselves either any durable
settlement or security. . . . Merchandise is

their common profession, wherein they are
notoriously dexterous and thriving. And as
their dexterity may be imputed to their con-
tinual practise in trade, so their thriving
therein to their frugality in living. For both
in diet and clothes they seem to design noth-
ing but sustenance and covering." During the
Turkish regime, the Jews experienced trouble
and they welcomed the French conquest a
cent. ago. Anti-Semitism made itself apparent
at the time that the movement started in

France in the '80s. The communities of Al-
geria are generally under the influence of the
French system. There are now 100,000 Jews
in the colony, most of them natives, and ori-

ental in manner and thought.

ALGUADEZ, MEIER B. SOLOMON:
Chief rabbi of Castile in the 15th cent. He
was court physician to Henry III. who for
his skill awarded Alguadez the rabbinical of-

fice. He defended the Jews and Judaism, and
at his death the community expressed its ap-
preciation of his services by relieving his

widow and daughter of all taxation.

AL-HARIZI, JUDAH B. SOLOMON B.
HOPHNI: Celebrated Hebrew poet of the
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early part of the 13th cent, who lived in Spain
and traveled in the Orient, but neither whose
birth or death dates are recorded. He was es-

sentially a wit, and being well versed in Arabic
his Hebrew poetry smacks of Arabic influ-

ence. In 1218 he was in Jerusalem having vis-

ited Alexandria. Brilliance rather than beauty
characterize his writings which are historically

interesting because he wrote his travel experi-

ences in rhymed verse, but without bombast
or extravagant hyperbole. A considerable col-

lection of both his prose and poetic works are
extant, and have been published.
Of Harizi's chief work, the Tachkemoni, it may be

said that it is excellent of its type. The stories which
it tells in unmetrical rhyme are told in racy style, and
its criticisms on men and things are clever and striking.—Abrahams, Chapters on Jewish Literature.

AL HET: Confession of sin, each sentence
of which begins with the formula, "Forgive
us for the sin we have committed before Thee
in . .

." the particular sins then being enu-
merated in alphabetical order. The confession
is inserted in each " 'Amidah" of the Day of

Atonement and its repetition, except in the

closing prayer, "Ne'ilah."

'ALIYAH: "Going up": Applied (1) ritu-

ally to the invitation to go up to the reading
desk during the reading of the Torah, to par-
ticipation in any Mitzvah in the synagog, (2)

to biblically ordained three pilgrimages to

Jerusalem, (3) to the modern immigration into

Palestine. Of these latter the first 'Aliyah was
1880-1905; the second, 1905-14; the third, 1919-

24; the fourth 1924-29; the fifth began 1930.

ALITYROS: Actor of Jewish birth at the

court of Nero. Favorite of the Empress Pop-
pea. Through him Josephus became acquaint-

ed with the empress and obtained a pardon
for those priests whom Felix, the procurator
of Judea, had sent to Rome.

ALKABETZ, SOLOMON: Cabalist, au-
thor, and liturgical poet; he lived in the first

half of the 16th cent., originally in Turkey,
and then at the Cabalistic center of Safed,

Palestine. It is not known where and when
Alkabetz died, although he is generally re-

puted to have died as an old man. However,
many legends grew up about him, especially

the legend about the Arab who murdered him
and hid his body under a fig-tree.

Alkabetz composed the famous song "Lecha
Dodi" (Come, My Beloved), a mystic song of

welcome to the Sabbath, which is pictured as

Israel's bride; the first letters of each of the

stanzas of "Lecha Dodi" form the author's

name Shelomoh Halevi (Solomon the Levite).

The "Lecha Dodi" was incorporated into both
the Ashkenazic and Sephardic prayer-books,
and is still recited today in all but American
Reform Jewish synagogs. A. I. S.

ALKALAI, JEHUDA B. SOLOMON
HAI: Founder of modern colonization in Pal-

estine; b. in the Orient, 1798: d. Jerusalem,

1878. At 20 he was rabbi and hazan in Sem-
lin, Hungary, but most of his life was passed

either in Palestine, or in long propaganda tours

in the interest of the Jewish colonization of
Palestine. His active effort in what was then
a new cause dates from 1857, and he struggled
manfully with the orthodox and the Hasidim
in Europe and the Halukkah recipients in Pal-
estine whom he undertook to convert to his

idea. He was 60 when he succeeded, despite
all attacks, in founding the Israelite Alliance
for the Colonization of Palestine, and induced
Haham Bashi Meir to become its president.
He then went to London to raise funds ex-
pecting much from the Maskeref Mosche of
that city. After a long absence he returned to
Palestine and once more stirred up the zeal of
the Halukkah Jews of Jerusalem for what he
regarded as their cause and duty. He died
without having realized his life ambition, but
so deep was the fervor he created that a few
days after his funeral five of his Jerusalem
supporters bought 400 hectares of land in the
village of Amlabasch, near Jaffa, and arranged
to settle 50 families there. That purchase of
what is today the site of the prosperous and
populous colony of Petak Tikvah was the be-
ginning of modern agricultural settlement in

Palestine.

AL-KUMIZI, DANIEL: Early Karaite
scholar, commentator, and author; b. Dama-
gan, Persia, c. the latter half of the ninth cent.

Al-Kumizi was violently opposed to the
Ananites, and greatly disliked Anan b. David,
the founder of the Ananite sect, although in

his early years he had had high regard for him.
He required from all Karaites a very stringent
interpretation of the biblical laws. In his philo-
sophical thought, Al-Kumizi was opposed to
the anthropomorphisms of the Bible, and ex-
plained angels as the forces of nature through
whose agency God created the world. In mat-
ters of Karaite law and practice he was un-
usually rigorous, and insisted upon the strict

observance of both Sabbath and festivals.

Al-Kumizi wrote solely in Hebrew, and his
works, no longer extant, dealt chiefly with
Karaite dogma and laws. A newly discovered
work of his, a copy of his commentary on the
"Twelve Minor Prophets," is characterized by
severe attacks on the Talmud and its adhe-
rents, the Rabbanites, and by violent polemics
against the two great Rabbanite academies in

Babylonia, those of Sura and Pumbedita. It

is of interest that Joseph Kirkisani, in his

"Kitab al-Anwar we-al Marakib" (Book of

Luminaries), in enumerating the various sects

of Judaism beginning with the Samaritans, re-

garded Al-Kumizi as the founder of the last

sect in Judaism. See: Karaism. A. I. S.

ALLGEMEINE ZEITUNG DES JU-
DENTHUMS: German journal devoted to

Jewish interests; founded in 1837 by Dr. Lud-
wig Philippson. It was suspended 1933.

ALLIANCE ISRAELITE UNIVER-
SELLE: Founded in Paris in 1860 largely

at the instance of Adolphe Cremieux,* though
the six original subscribers were Aristide As-
true, Isidore Cahen, Jules Carvallo, Narcisse
Leven,* Eugene Manuel and Charles Netter.*
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The celebrated Damascus Affair,* in 1840 was
the first incident in which modern public co-
operation was employed between the Jews of
England and France in defense of a common
purpose, to protect the good name of the Jews.
Cremieux, with the Arabic scholar Solomon
Munk * and Sir Moses Montefiore,* succeeded
in that case in obtaining a disavowal of be-
lief in the truth of the Blood Accusation *

from several potentates. In 1858 there hap-
pened in the Papal States the Mortara Case,*
in which a child was forcibly abducted from
its parents and baptized. Outrages of this

kind contributed largely to the inception of

the Alliance, which afterwards became a
model for similar institutions in England,
Austria and later in Germany. The appeal
issued in 1860 declared the purpose of the
Alliance to be:

"To defend the honor of the Jewish name whenever
it is attacked; to encourage, by all means at our dis-

posal, the pursuit of useful handicrafts; to combat,
where necessary, the ignorance and vice engendered by
oppression; to work, by the power of persuasion and
by all the moral influences at our command, for the
emancipation of our brethren who still suffer under the
burden of exceptional legislation; to hasten and solidify

complete enfranchisement by the intellectual and moral
regeneration of our brethren:—such, in its chief aspects,
is the work to which the Alliance Israelite Universelle
hereby consecrates itself."

The Alliance whilst it did not abandon its

political objective speedily became an agency
for ameliorating the conditions of Jews in

the Balkans, Turkey, the Near East, and
North Africa, by subsidizing educational ef-

forts. It introduced modern methods of educa-
tion, spread French influence, and was ex-
tremely helpful to Jews in all Oriental coun-
tries, raising relief funds when necessary,
and intervening effectively in political affairs.

Its annual reports are a mine of information
of Jewish affairs in the Orient.

After the Franco-Prussian war the position

of the organization was considerably weak-
ened, but with the aid of Baron de Hirsch
recovered lost ground. It still operates but

is overshadowed by the I. C. A.* and the gen-
eral tendency toward Zionism.*
An accident of history had relegated the masses to

Oriental countries that were the least accessible to civil-

ization. Without help from the outside they could not

hope for improvement. . . . How should it_ be given ?

This was a question both social and political in its

nature; the founders of the Alliance envisaged it in all

its far-flung implications.

—

Narcisse Leven, Cinquante
ans d'histoire.

ALMAZAN, MIGUEL DE: Marano and
private secretary to King Ferdinand of Ara-
gon. He was burned at the stake, an ad-
herent of Judaism, February, 1846.

ALMEMAR (Bema): The raised plat-

form, characteristic of orthodox synagogs
from which the Sidra * of the week and the
selection from the Prophets are read. In
most congregations the whole of the service,

except the sermon, is conducted from the

Almenar. According to some authorities its

use was suggested by Ezra's * recital of the

Law from a raised platform in the midst of
the congregation.

ALMILIBY, ADAM: Farmer of the royal
taxes in 1353 to King Alfonso IV. of Portugal.
During his term of office the Jews of Portugal
paid only the poll-tax.

ALONZO DE CARTAGENA, or DE
SANTA MARIA: Bishop of Burgos, Spain;
b. Burgos, 1385. All the members of his fam-
ily were baptized, and were equally inimical
to the Jews. His father, whose original name
was Salomon Halevi, became Paul de Burgos.
They were brilliant scholars, and Alonzo
achieved high rank at the court of Castile, at
which Alvaro de Luna was then the control-
ling influence. Alonzo's enmity for the Jews
was most actively displayed at the Council of
Basel which formulated the policy of segre-
gation which Pope Eugenius IV. proclaimed
in the Bull of Aug. 8, 1442.

ALPHABET, HEBREW: According to
the most recent theory advanced on the basis
of archaeological discovery the Hebrew alpha-
bet is traceable to a Sinaitic writing dated 1800-
1500 b.c.e. which is the first known change
from hieroglyphic or picture writing to sign or
letter writing. This theory has not, however,
been accepted by all scholars some of whom
maintain that the 22 Hebrew letters (expanded
by final letters, and variants created by the
insertion or transference of dots to 32) are of
Canaanitish origin, though influenced by
Egyptian usages. The known Phoenician script
of c.1000 b.c.e. compared with the authentic
Hebrew lettering of the Siloam inscription,
c.800 b.c.e. shows close resemblance even in
detail. As in all the Semitic tongues the He-
brew letters are all consonants, though several
gradually were used as vowels. The order of
the letters follows the acrostic in Ps. xxv., ex-
cept that in the Psalm the Knf, the i8th letter

is missing. Both the names and the sounds of
the letters rest on tradition. The most ancient
transliteration of the Hebrew letters into their
Greek equivalents shows that some of the an-
cient distinctions between Alepfi and Ayin,
Sameh and Sin have been lost. This applies too
when the Hebrew alphabet is compared with
its sister Semitic tongues. Some authorities
attribute this to the use of Aramaic which su-
perseded Hebrew in common speech, and in

which Sameh displaced Sin. According to the
Masorite calculation Waw is the most frequent-
ly used letter in Hebrew. It occurs 76,922
times in the 815,280 letters in the Pentateuch.

ALPHABET OF B. SIRA: Collection of
44 proverbs in Hebrew and Aramaic, the au-
thorship of which is not definitely known.

AL-RABI IBN ABU AL-HUKAIK: Jew-
ish poet of the Banu-al-Nadhir in Medina, who
flourished about the time of the rise of Mo-
hammed (c.622) and opposed his policies.

ALROY, or ALRUI, DAVID: Hero of
Benjamin Disraeli's novel "David Alroy";
b. Amadia, Kurdistan, c.1160. Comparatively
little is known about him, the chief source of
information being the report of Benjamin of
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Tudela,* the traveler, who was his contem-
porary. Alroy's agitation was local in its

scope, and was probably occasioned by the in-

crease in the poll-tax levied on the Jews in

Persia about the time he raised the standard
of revolt, and declared himself Messiah to the

Jews of Babylonia. In 1147, when he at-

tempted to lead the Jews of Chaftan in the
capture of Jerusalem, the Holy City was still

in the possession of the Crusaders, and the
Islamic kingdoms to the east of Palestine were
in a considerable state of disturbance owing
to the drain on the peoples for the wars. Al-
roy acquired a large following and stormed
the citadel of his native town. It is presumed
that defeat cost him his life. Benjamin of
Tudela avers that Alroy was assassinated by
his father-in-law at the instigation of the gov-
ernor of Amadia.
A considerable number of glamorous tales

have been evolved around Alroy's life of which
Disraeli's is probably the best, if historically

the least creditable.

Alroy is a novel that deserves to live, and probably
will live. From the first it has been better liked by the
public than by the professional critics. ._ . . There is

little doubt that Alroy is drawn from Disraeli himself,

just as the Miriam of the story is modelled on the

author's own sister.

—

Israel Abrahams, By-Paths in

Hebraic Bookland.

See: Pseudo-Messiahs.

ALSACE: Since the World War one of the
recovered provinces, and part of France. The
settlement of Jews in Treves, Mainz, Worms,
Speyer prior to the 12th cent, is attested, and
as there were Jews in Cologne in the fourth
cent, the claims of Jewish settlement in Alsace
during the reigns of the Frankish monarchs
are plausible. Tombstones and records prove
that there were Jews in Strasburg and Colmar
in the 13th cent.

The Jews of Mulhausen were severely per-
secuted about 1290, and in 1338 they were mas-
sacred in Rufach, and shortly after were ex-
pelled. During the Black Plague persecutions,
the Alsatian Jews suffered terribly. In Stras-

burg on February 14, 1349, the Jews were
burnt en masse in their own cemetery. The
Christians were hostile to the Jews in the ensu-
ing cent, and as late as 1657, a mob burnt sev-
eral Jews at Bachstein. At the time the Jews
were still wearing the yellow badge. Relief did
not come till well into the 18th cent., and then
emancipation was effected by the French Rev-
olution. See: France.

ALSBERG, CARL LUCAS: Bio-chemist,
b. New York, 1877. He was appointed assist-

ant and instructor in biological chemistry in

Harvard University, 1903-08. He was chem-
ical biologist in the bureau of plant industry,
1908-12, and from 1912-20 he was chief of
the bureau of chemistry in the U. S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture. In the last named year
he became director of the Stanford Food Re-
search Institute, Stanford University, Cal.

ALTAR "Mizbeah": (Ezra vii. 17, "place
of slaughter"). There was an altar in the Tab-

ernacle, and one in the Temple. There is no
altar in the orthodox synagog.

ALTARAS, JACQUES ISAAC: French
shipbuilder; b. Aleppo, Syria, 1786: d. Aix,
France, 1873. He was a shipbuilder in Mar-
seilles and became prominent in 1846 when
he supported a project, never realized, for
emigrating 40,000 Jewish families from Rus-
sia and settling them in Algeria.

ALTMAN, BENJAMIN: Merchant, phi-
lanthropist: b. New York, 1840: d. there, 1913.
He was the son of Bavarian Jews, who emi-
grated to America in 1835 and opened a small
store on Attorney St. Benjamin Altaian
started for himself in 1865 on Third Ave.,
New York, later acquiring his brother Mor-
ris' business on Sixth Ave. In the latter store
Benjamin remained for 30 years, for it was
not till 1906 that he moved to Fifth Ave. and
34th St., and with Michael Friedsam formed
the firm of B. Altman & Co. He began to
collect Chinese enamels in 1882, then became
interested in paintings and in 1888-89 began
to travel in Europe and collect rare objects
of art. Shortly before his death, he estab-
lished the Altman Foundation. His will dis-

posed of $35,000,000, of which $20,000,000
was represented by his art collection, which
was given to the Metropolitan Museum,
New York. He bequeathed a large legacy to
the National Academy of Design to foster
American painting.

ALTSHULER, SAMUEL: Judge of the
U. S. Circuit Court; b. Chicago, 111., 1859.
In 1893 he received his first office as a mem-
ber of the Board of Claims, and in 1896 he
entered state politics, running at one time
for Governor. In 1915 he was appointed by
President Wilson, a Judge of the United
States Circuit Court of Appeals in the sev-
enth district. In 1922 he was named a mem-
ber of the Federal Coal Commission.

ALVALENSI, SAMUEL: African adven-
turer; b. Spain end of the 15th cent. He set-

tled in Fez, Morocco, after the expulsion of
1492, and rose in favor of the local court. He
is reputed for having raised a small army and
fitted out a fleet in order to relieve Ceuta,
which was then being besieged by rebels. He
showed similar military ability later in the
relief of Safi.

AMADOR DE LOS RIOS, JOSS: Span-
ish historian of the Jews in Spain and Por-
tugal, and archeologist; b. 1818: d. Seville,

1878. His best known work is "Historia So-
cial, Politica, y Religiosa de los Judios de
Espaha y Portugal" (3 vols., Madrid, 1875-

76). Amador de los Rios, who was not a Jew,
was interested chiefly in the constitutional
position of the Jews; and his work is compre-
hensive.

AMARNA TABLETS: A collection of
clay tablets found in 1887, in the ruins of a
city built c.1360 b.c.e., at Tel El Amarna, on
the east bank of the Nile, in Upper Egypt. A
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considerable number of the 300 cuneiform in-

scriptions are letters from the Egyptian gov-
ernors of Syria and Palestine written during
the reigns of Amenophis IV. and his father.

AMARILLO, SAMUEL: Collector of

royal taxes at Tudela, Navarre, from 1380 to

1391.

AMAZIAH: Eighth king of Judah (795-

767 b.c.e). He was the son of Joash * and
punished the murderers of his father. He at-

tempted to restore the kingdom to the area
ruled by Jehoshaphat * and made war on the

Edomites and after a great victory at Petra
challenged Joash,* king of Israel. In this

struggle he was defeated and Joash brought
his royal prisoner to Jerusalem. Joash's con-
tempt for Amaziah is recorded in the parable
of the thistle and the cedar (II Kings xiv. 9).

Amaziah was slain at Lachish (II Chron. xxv.
27.)

AMBROSIUS, MOSES: One of the earli-

est Jewish settlers of New Amsterdam. He
was one of the 23 Jews who left Bahia after

its recapture by the Portuguese and arrived
in New Amsterdam in Sept., 1654. The group
with which he came was penniless, and their

presence aroused the indignation of the gov-
ernor, Peter Stuyvesant, who attempted to

deport them.

AMELANDER, MENAHEM MANN B.
SOLOMON HA-LEVI: Dutch writer of

the 18th cent. He was a recognized author-
ity on Hebrew grammar. In 1725 he pub-
lished a Judaeo-German Bible Commentary
with text, under the title "Maggishe Min-
hah."

AMEN: "So is it," word used by Jews,
Christians and Muslims in affirmation of a
prayer. Probably the nearest to a universal
word. It is first mentioned in this form in

I Num. v. 22.

AMERICAN ACADEMY FOR JEW-
ISH RESEARCH: Organized in New York
in 1920, for the purpose of furthering Jew-
ish learning through scholarly undertakings
of a cooperative character. The Academy
holds periodic meetings. President, Dr. Al-
exander Marks, Vice-President, Dr. Israel

Davidson, Secretary, Prof. Salo Baron.

AMERICA, DISCOVERY OF: Although
the Jew had always kept in touch with the
world's work and had always manifested a
deep interest in world movements and sig-

nificant happenings, he showed an especially

keen desire to be well informed with regard
to the discovery of America. The reasons for

this are not far to seek. To begin with, he
had an active share in the discovery of the
new continent. While he could not foresee
at that time the proofs presented several

centuries later by Spanish historians in sup-
port of their contention that Columbus* him-
self was of Jewish descent, he undoubtedly
did know that the success of Columbus' voy-

age was due chiefly to his people. The Sea-
Quadrant, called "Jacob's Staff," which
guided mariners in their course, was the in-

vention of a Jew, Levi b. Gerson, Abraham
Zacuto's* astronomical tables, maps and al-

manacs were the indispensable instruments
that guided Columbus on his voyage and on
one occasion saved his life and the lives of
his crew. Moreover, the very undertaking of
the expedition of Columbus was made pos-
sible by three Jews—Luis de Santangel, the
Chancellor of Aragon; Gabriel Sanchez, the
Royal Treasurer; and Juan Caberero. These
men urged Queen Isabella to send Columbus
on his first voyage, and Santangel advanced,
out of his own funds, 17,000 ducats, which
amount is equal at present to more than
$200,000. Furthermore, in the expedition
there were a number of Jews who rendered
the admiral invaluable service. Luis de
Torres, Columbus' interpreter, was the first

European to set foot upon American soil;

Alfonso de la Calle, Rodrigo Sanchez, the
surgeon Marco, and the ship's doctor, Ber-
nal, were among those whose names were
expressly mentioned by Columbus in his let-

ters; and the first one to receive a detailed

statement of Columbus' voyage was Santan-
gel, to whom Columbus wrote a letter from
the Azores on Feb. 15, 1493. A similar letter

was also received by Sanchez from Lisbon.
Then, too, his own fate was intimately

bound up with that of the newly discovered
land. It appeared to him as an act of Provi-
dence that a new continent which might af-

ford him a haven of rest and a home of
refuge should be discovered at the very time
when ungrateful Spain, under the shadow of
inquisitorial fanaticism, expelled his people
from her domain and rendered them home-
less and helpless.

Finally, the discovery of America was of

special interest to the Jewish people from
the fact that Jewish teachers centuries be-
fore the time of Columbus, taught the earth's
rotundity and the existence of a continent
like America. Thus, almost 200 years before
the time of Copernicus and Columbus, Moses
de Leon,* the commonly accepted author of
the Zohar, (Leviticus i. 4) tells us of the rev-
olutions of the earth as the cause of day and
night, the antipodal habitation afforded by
the globe, and the existence of a then un-
known New World.

The same theory is advanced by Isaac b.

Solomon Sahula in his "Mashal ha-Kadmo-
ni." In that work, which was written in the
latter part of the 13th cent. (1281) and pub-
lished by Gerson Soncino about 1490, the
author says explicitly that "the globe 'be-

neath us' is inhabited by people" and that

"when it is day on this side of the globe, it

is night on the other side." Similarly does
the Jerusalem Talmud state that the "world
is round." (Abodah Zara III., and quoted
by Tosafoth in the Babylonian Talmud, Abo-
dah Zarah, fol. 4, b.). M.S.
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AMERICAN HEBREW, THE: Weekly
journal, the first number of which was pub-
lished in New York, Nov. 21, 1879. It was
founded chiefly through the efforts of F. de
Sola Mendes * and Philip Cowen,* the pub-
lisher of the paper from its first number, to
his retirement in 1906. Joseph Jacobs, Her-
man Bernstein, and Rabbi Isaac Landman,
have been its editors. David A. Brown, prom-
inent in national relief campaigns, is the pres-
ent publisher. The American Hebrew has
absorbed the "Jewish Tribune," which in its

turn absorbed the "Jewish Standard," and at

this date (1933) is the only Jewish weekly in

English published in Manhattan. It repre-

sents the Reform anti-nationalist viewpoint.

AMERICAN ISRAELITE : Weekly
founded in Cincinnati, O., by Isaac M. Wise *

in 1854, and devoted by him, together with his

German paper "Deborah," to the spreading
of his views and the teachings of the Reform
school of Judaism. After his death its editor-

ship fell to the late Leo Wise, and Rabbi
Jonah Wise. Dr. Max Heller * was for some
years chief editorial writer, though his views
on Jewish nationalism did not coincide with
that of its owners. The "Israelite," which has
a Chicago edition, recently passed from the

control of the Wise family. Alfred Segal is

now editor.

AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE:
Organized in 1906, with 60 members and by
its constitution established "to prevent in-

fringement of the civil and religious rights

of the Jews, and to alleviate the conse-
quences of persecution." The third attempt
to create some sort of representative body
for American Jewry, the formation

^
of the

American Jewish Committee was in con-

siderable measure the outcome of the Kis-
hineff massacre * and the more serious Russian
Constitutional massacres of 1905-6. Judge
Mayer Sulzberger * of Philadelphia was the

convener of the initial meeting, but the

drafting of the constitution and the definite

organization of the Committee were the

work of Dr. Cyrus Adler, and the late Louis
Marshall, aided by Jacob H. Schiff . For the

purposes of the organization the U. S. A. was
divided into 12 districts and the members
selected to represent the various areas. After
the World War the Committee was en-

larged by the collection of representatives

of various Jewish bodies, though some at-

tempt at "democracy" was made in 1909

when the now defunct New York Kehillah

was given representation. The American
Jewish Committee may be said to have
fathered the war relief program by sponsor-

ing the American Jewish Relief Committee
which in its turn called into existence the

Joint Distribution Committee.*
Its work has corresponded to the two

phrases in the clause of the constitution

quoted. The range of the former has covered
questions relating to the abuse of Kashruth,
discrimination evinced by anti-Semitic signs

in hotels and advertising in the press, opposi-
tion to the "Dearborn Independent" variety
of anti-Semitism, the protection of the Jew-
ish method of slaughtering cattle, restric-

tive Sunday laws, alien immigration restric-

tion, establishment of the Bureau of Jewish
Social Research, the publication of the
American Jewish Year Book, etc. Measures
of wide interest were the Committee's par-
ticipation in the successful abrogation of the
U.S.A. treaty with Russia in 1912: its

approval of the Balfour Declaration in 1918,
and its participation in the sessions of the
Jewish groups at the Peace Conference
which obtained the insertion of the minority
clauses in the Peace Treaties, and which
were strenuously defended by Mr. Marshall.

It has consistently made representations
to the U. S. A. government in the interest

of Jews in other countries, though neither
it nor any other Jewish organization made
headway in inducing the Federal govern-
ment to express itself on the German situa-

tion. During the period that he was presi-

dent, the Committee was in its policies

largely guided by the late Louis Marshall.*
At his death he was succeeded by Dr. Cyrus
Adler and it is now (October, 1933) directed
by Joseph M. Proskauer.

In accordance with a compact recently
made the American Jewish Committee, the
B'nai B'rith and the American Jewish Con-
gress have appointed a committee which will

endeavor to unify the policies, in non-Ameri-
can affairs, of the three bodies.

The present officers of the committee are:
President, Cyrus Adler; Hon. Vice-Pres.,
Abram I. Elkus; Vice-Presidents, Louis E.
Kirstein, Irving Lehman; Treasurer, Samuel
D. Leidesdorf; Executive Committee, Cyrus
Adler (1934), James H. Becker (1934), David
M. Bressler (1934), Fred N. Butzel (1935),
James Davis (1935), Abram I. Elkus (1934),
Eli Frank (1934), Henry Ittleson (1934),
Louis E. Kirstein (1935), Max J. Kohler
(1935), Fred Lazarus, Jr. (1935), Irving Leh-
man (1935), Samuel D. Leidesdorf (1935),
James Marshall (1936), Julius L. Meier
(1934), Joseph M. Proskauer (1935), A. C.
Ratshesky (1936), Milton J. Rosenau (1935),
James N. Rosenberg (1936), Samuel I. Rosen-
man (1934), Lessing J. Rosenwald (1936),
Ralph J. Schwarz (1935), Horace Stern

(1934), Chairman, Roger W. Straus (1936),
Lewis L. Strauss (1936), Sol M. Stroock
(1934) B. C. Vladek (1935), Felix M. War-
burg (1936), Morris Wolf (1936); Secretary,
Morris D. Waldman.

AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS: An
effort to establish a democratic representative
American Jewish institution was launched in

1912 through the initiative of Abraham S.

Schomer. By June, 1915, it had become a vital

issue, in part owing to the general interest

in the theory of self-determination, as be-
tween the democratic and non-democratic
factors in American Jewry. The die was cast
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at the Zionist Convention held in Boston, 1915,

when Mr. Louis D. Brandeis * at the head of

the Zionist Provisional Committee cham-
pioned the Congress movement, and the whole
body of eastern fraternal organizations joined

the Zionists in establishing a pro-Congress
organization. This took definite shape in the

pre-Congress Conference held in Philadel-

phia, 1916, one of the most notable Jewish
gatherings held in the U. S. at which Judge
Hugo Pam of Chicago, 111., an individual un-
known to 99 per cent, of the delegates was
elected chairman, thus demonstrating the self-

rule capacity of a democratic Jewish gathering
—a point then much in issue. This confer-

ence having laid down the general principles

on which the Congress would be established,

adjourned. A struggle then ensued between
those favoring, as did the Congress supporters,

a democratically elected body, and those ac-

cepting the theory that a representative, or-

ganization-selected conference should be held.

The issue was fought out at two historic

gatherings in 1916. At the second held in New
York, December, the Congress group aided by
the B'nai B'rith obtained the majority, and
eventually it was decided that the Congress
should be held, that it should be composed of

elected delegates, and organization repre-

sentatives, that it should discuss no philo-

sophic issues, and should not perpetuate itself

as an institution.

At the elections held June 10, 1917, 335,000
votes were cast. The Congress met in Phila-

delphia, December, 1918, Judge Julian W.
Mack * presiding. The unanimity evidenced
in the sessions was not its least noteworthy
characteristic. The Congress took the initia-

tive in asking the Peace Conference to name
Great Britain as the Mandatory Power over
Palestine as the Jewish National Home, di-

rected its delegates to the Peace Conference
to support the Minority Rights program in

all countries in which that policy was desirable,

and elected the following delegates to proceed
to Paris in connection with the Peace Confer-
ence sessions: Julian W. Mack, Dr. Stephen S.

Wise, Louis Marshall, Harry Cutler, B. L.
Levinthal, Joseph Barondess, Jacob de Haas,
L. Benedict (M. Winchevsky), Dr. N. Syrkin,

Bernard G. Richards, secretary.

On arriving in Paris, the delegation organ-
ized a Committee of Delegations, representing
the principal Jewries of the diaspora. The
Committee of Delegates succeeded in writing

into the Peace Treaties "as conditions prece-

dent to the creation of the new and enlarged
States" pledges guaranteeing the protection of

the minority peoples residing in these new and
enlarged States.

The adjourned session of the American Jew-
ish Congress was held May, 1920, in Phila-

delphia. The Delegation to the Peace Confer-

ence presented its report and formed the Pro-
visional Organization for the creation of a

permanent American Jewish Congress, the

first session of which was held in June, 1922.

Since that time the American Jewish Con-

gress has continued to defend the minority
rights written into the Peace Treaties and has
stood guard over situations affecting Jews in

all countries of the diaspora and Palestine.

In August, 1932, it sponsored a World Jewish
Conference at Geneva to consider the advis-
ability of convening a World Jewish Congress.
Representatives from twenty-one countries
responded to the call to participate in the ses-

sions agreeing "to convene a World Jewish
Congress based on the conception of the Jew-
ish people as a unified national organism," to

meet not later than the summer of 1934.

When Adolf Hitler came to power in Ger-
many his storm troops began to carry out the
Nazi program with respect to the Jews. The
Congress became the spearhead of the world-
wide protest action against the Hitler govern-
ment. It organized simultaneous protest meet-
ings for March 27, 1933, in some 300 cities in

America, and there were similar protests by
Jews and non-Jews both here and abroad.
The Congress succeeded in informing and
rousing the public opinion of the civilized

world against the Nazi persecution of the Jews
in Germany until Germany stood condemned
at the bar of world opinion. Besides, the Con-
gress continued to carry on important political

activity to endeavor to influence the German
government to cease its anti-Semitic pro-
gram.
The American Jewish Congress includes

affiliated national organizations and local geo-
graphic divisions constituted by the repre-
sentatives of local Jewish organizations. The
Congress meets in annual session. Delegates
to this session are elected or designated by the
national organizations. In some communities
public elections for delegates are initiated and
conducted by the local divisions at an annual
election conference. The annual session deter-

mines the policy and elects national officers,

Executive and Administrative Committees.
The Executive Committee meets six to eight
times a year, the Administrative Committee
at least twice a month. The officers elected at

the Emergency Session held in May, 1933, at

Washington are: Dr. Stephen S. Wise,* Hon-
orary President; Bernard S. Deutsch,* Presi-
dent; Hon. Nathan D. Perlman, First Vice-
President; Louis Lipsky, Second Vice-Presi-
dent; Dr. Samuel Margoshes, Third Vice-
President; Dr. Joseph Tenenbaum, Chairman,
National Executive Committee; Max Rosen-
field, Treasurer; Oscar Leonard, Execu-
tive Director. A. H. C.

AMERICAN JEWISH HISTORICAL
SOCIETY: Organized in New York in 1892
by a group of distinguished Jews, among
whom were Cyrus Adler, Sabato Morais,
Alexander Kohut, Kaufmann Kohler, Prof.

Charles Gross, Simon W. Rosendale, and
Henrietta Szold. Its object is "to collect and
publish material bearing upon the history of

America, and to promote the study of Jewish
history in general, preferably so far as the

same is related to American Jewish history or
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connected with the causes of emigration from
various parts of the world to this continent."
Thirty-two volumes, called Publications, em-
bodying original research in the field of Amer-
ican Jewish history, the work of a small de-
voted band of scholars, have been published.
They consist of a selection of the papers read
at the public annual meetings, and are the
basis of the many popular works on this sub-
ject which have appeared in the last few
decades. The Library of the Society, con-
sisting of about 5,000 volumes and much
manuscript material, is open daily to students
in its chosen field. Recently it has been en-
riched by the gift of several hundred early
American books and numerous letters and
manuscript documents, presented by Dr. A. S.

W. Rosenbach, in memory of his mother
Isabella Rosenbach. Part of them are on ex-
hibit in the Society's Museum, together with
other similar material, objects of historical

and synagogal art, historical relics, portraits,

etc. Both the Library and the Museum are
located in the Schiff building of the Jewish
Theological Seminary of America. Oscar S.

Straus served as president from its inception
to 1898; Dr. Cyrus Adler, 1899-1921; and the
present incumbent since 1922 is Dr. A. S. W.
Rosenbach* E. D. C.

AMERICAN JEWISH PHYSICIANS'
COMMITTEE: Organized in 1921 for the
purpose of building a medical college and hos-
pital in connection with the Hebrew Univer-
sity in Palestine. Largely owing to the energy
of its President, Dr. Nathan Ratnoff,* the
Committee has since its formation to Dec,
1933, collected $400,000.

AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT AGRI-
CULTURAL CORPORATION: Generally
known as the Agro-Joint, was organized July
21, 1924, by the Joint Distribution Committee
for the purpose of carrying out, in an experi-
mental way, a project for settling on the land
in Russia, several hundred Jewish families in

order to ascertain the possibilities of Jewish
land settlement in Russia on a larger scale.

By the end of 1925, the results of this experi-
ment had so far exceeded the most optimistic

expectations of the Joint Distribution Com-
mittee * that it was decided to continue this ef-

fort on a more extensive scale. Dr. Joseph A.
Rosen * was appointed Director of the Agro-
Joint, to carry on the land settlement pro-
gram and other non-agricultural activities in

Russia.
It was generally recognized that mass tran-

sition to productive occupation was the only
solution of the problems confronting the

Jews in Russia, who number approximately
2,750,000 souls. It has never been claimed that

any one single measure could solve the com-
plex problem of the Jews in Russia. However,
mass colonization even to the extent of set-

tling an additional 25,000 to 30,000 Jewish
families on the soil, in the opinion of those
closely associated and in touch with the situa-

tion, would have a significant effect on the
problem.
One of the most important advantages was

that the settlers at once became full-fledged
citizens of the country, enjoying equal rights
with the privileged class of workers and
peasants for themselves and for their children.
Furthermore, the Government was and has
been in full sympathy with the work of the
Agro-Joint and has furnished by far the great-
est part of the necessary investment by sup-
plying free land, reduced transportation rates,
free tracts of timber, as well as cash credits.

From appropriations made available by the
Joint Distribution Committee for land settle-
ment work, the Agro-Joint expended approxi-
mately $5,880,000 from 1924 to 1928. The num-
ber of Jewish families engaged in farming in
Russia, increased from 15,000 to over 35,000,
and of these, 7,500 new families were settled in

the Agro-Joint districts during that period. In
addition to the settlement of new families, the
Agro-Joint, with the cooperation of the ICA,
rendered substantial assistance to 10,000 fam-
ilies in the old Jewish colonies; gave initial

assistance to 3,500 Jewish families outside of
the Agro-Joint colonies, who were later turned
over to other organizations for continued as-
sistance; aided another 3,500 Jewish families;
and granted incidental help to some 15,000
non-Jewish peasant families, neighbors of the
Jewish colonists. Thus, through the efforts of
the Agro-Joint and related agricultural soci-

eties in Russia, over 100,000 Jews were settled

on over 1,000,000 acres of land, having a pre-
war value of $20,000,000.

In the Agro-Joint colonies alone, as of May,
1928, when this work was taken over and sup-
ported with funds made available by the
American Society for Jewish Farm Settle-

ments in Russia, Inc., through private sub-
scription, there were about 215 settlements

—

40 in the Kherson district, 52 in the Krivoy
Rog, 82 in the Crimea, 10 in the Chongar and
30 in other regions, such as the sandy region
(Dnieper) and in the hops cultivating district

of Wohlyn. The land settlement activities of

the Agro-Joint have been entirely discontinued
in the Ukraine within recent years, and have
been taken over by the Government. All of

the present land settlement operations of the

Agro-Joint are being carried on in the Crimea
with funds made available through the Amer-
ican Society for Jewish Farm Settlements in

Russia, Inc.

Since the inception of the Agro-Joint in

1924, it has expended on various types of non-
agricultural work over $2,300,000 as follows:
Through the help of the Joint Distribution

Committee, 63 medical organizations in Rus-
sia are engaged in rendering medical aid for

the eradication of tuberculosis, especially of

the bone, and other diseases such as trachoma,
favus, etc., which were prevalent among Jew-
ish children in Russia.

Several years ago, there were about 500,000

Jews classified as "Lishentzy," who were with-
out the privilege of citizenship and the oppor-
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tunities that flow from that status in Russia.

For these unfortunate people, the Agro-Joint
planned and carried out a series of reconstruc-

tive aid measures—among them, the Loan
Kassa work and help to Mutual Aid Societies

in Russia became a most important activity.

Initial assistance was given to over 300 loan

kassas, with a membership of 60,000 individ-

uals, reaching approximately 300,000 people
(more than 1/10 of the entire Russian Jewish
population).
These kassas received credits at nominal

rates from the funds of the Agro-Joint and in

cooperation with the ICA, whereas from out-

side sources, very high interest charges had
to be paid. The Agro-Joint rendered assist-

ance to 63 mutual aid societies, which con-
ducted 336 cooperative shops employing up to

30,000 persons.
Since 1924 the Agro-Joint has been in-

strumental in bringing into existence a wide
network of professional technical schools dis-

tributed in various sections of Russia, but con-

centrated mainly in White Russia and the

'Ukraine. During this period, the Agro-Joint
subsidized and re-equipped over 50 schools.

Practically all of these forms of assistance,

however, have been entirely discontinued by
the Agro-Joint, and have been taken over by
government trusts and other organizations.

J. C. H.

AMERICAN JOINT DISTRIBUTION
COMMITTEE: See: Joint Distribution Com-
mittee.

AMERICAN LEAGUE FOR THE DE-
FENSE OF JEWISH RIGHTS: Founded
in New York in 1933 for the purpose of or-

ganizing the boycott of German imports in re-

sponse to the brutal treatment of the Jews
and other dissidents by the Hitler regime.

Founded by Dr. A. Coralnik who was the

first president, and who has been succeeded by
Samuel Untermyer.*
See: Anti-Nazi League to Champion Hu-

man Rights.

AMERICAN, SADIE: Former corre-

sponding secretary of the Council of Jewish
Women; b. Chicago, 1862. Miss American,
who has been connected with many philan-

thropic movements both in the general as well

as in the Jewish community, was most promi-
nently identified with the Council of Jewish
Women from its organization. She was sec-

retary to the Jewish Women's Congress in the

Parliament of Religions at Chicago in 1893,

out of which the Council grew.

AM HA'AREZ: "People of the Land." The
commonalty, as distinct from rulers and func-
tionaries. Ezra and Nehemiah used the term
to describe the heathen population. In its sin-

gular form the word came to denote the unedu-
cated Jew, one ignorant of Halaka, etc., with
special reference to the peasantry. The Tal-
mudic rabbis by their various definitions of

Am Ha'arez in all their answers implied nat-

ural stupidity. Its current use connotes ig-

noramus.

AMNON OF MAYENCE: Subject of the
best known of the medieval legends because
it relates the origin of the prayer, describing
the New Year as the Day of Judgment, Une-
tanneh Tokef, recited during the Penitential
services. According to the legend, R. Amnon,
a wealthy and respected Jew, was often urged
by the Archbishop of Mayence to become
Christian. Finally R. Amnon asked for three
days' grace in which to consider the matter.
When at the end of three days he failed to
appear the archbishop had Amnon arrested.
The latter pronounced a verdict on himself

—

his tongue should be cut out for having
doubted the Unity of God. The archbishop
instead ordered his hands and feet to be cut
off. Thus mutilated Amnon was carried into
the synagog on New Year's Day. As the
Hazan was about to recite the Kedusha
Amnon gave a signal, and then recited the
prayer called, from its initial words, "Une-
tanneh Tokef," which is a description of the
Day of Judgment. No sooner had he finished

the prayer than he expired; and his body im-
mediately disappeared. Three days later he
appeared to R. Kalonymus in a dream, taught
him the prayer, and asked him to spread it

broadcast in Israel.

The oldest mention of this story may be
found in the notes on Asheri, written by Israel

of Krems, c.1400. The story is found in the
Mahzor of the Roman rite for the New Year's
Day, published 1541.

AMORA: "Interpreter." Originally an of-
fice in the academies, involving linguistic
ability rather than scholarship. The term is,

however, applied to the group of teachers in
Palestine and Babylonia who expounded the
Mishnah * from c.219 to 500, when the Baby-
lonian Talmud * was completed. The latter

school was known for its keen dialectics, the
former for its comparative simplicity. The
two Talmuds include hundreds of Amoraim.
The two following groups in chronological
order, practically represent the succession of
leaders of the academies:

Palestine: 219 to 279

Jannai, the Elder; Jonathan, the Elder.
Oshay'a, the Elder; Levi bar Sisi.

Hanina bar Hama; Hezekiah.
Johanan bar Nappaha; Simon b. Lakish.
Joshua b. Levi; Simlai.

Palestine: 279 to 320

Eleazar b. Pedat, 1 Tih„Jfl
_

Ammi and Assi,
J

ilbenas -

Hiyo bar Abba; Simeon bar Abba.
Abbahu.
Zera.

Tiberias: 320 to 359

Jeremiah,
Jonah,
Jose bar Jabda,

The last authorities in Pales-
tine.
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Sura and Pumbedita:

219 to 257

Shila, in Nehardea.
Rab (Abba Areka), in Sura.
Mar Samuel, in Nehardea.
Mar 'Ukba, chief-justice in Kafri.

257 to 320

Huna, in Sura.

Judah b. Ezekiel, in Pumbedita.
Hisda, in Sura.
Sheshet, in Shilhi.

Nahman b. Jacob, in Nehardea.

320 to 375

Rabbah bar Huna, in Sura.

Rabbah bar Nahman, 1

Joseph bar Hiyya, Y in Pumbedita.
Abaye (Nahmani), J

Raba, son of Joseph bar Hama, in Mahuza.
Nahman b. Isaac, in Pumbedita.
Papa bar Hanan, in Narash.

375 to 427

Ashi, in Sura, compiler of the Babylonian
Talmud.

Amemar, in Nehardea.
Zebid bar Oshay'a,
Dimi bar Hinena,
Rafram I., \ All of Pumbedita.
Kahana bar Tahlifa,

Mar Zutra,

Judah Mani b. Shalom.
Eliezer b. Jose.
Tanhuma.

427 to 468

Mar Yemar (contracted to Maremar), in Sura.

Idi bar Abin, 1

Mar bar Ashi, [ in Sura.

AhaofDifta, J

Rafram II., in Pumbedita.

468 to 500

Rabbina bar Huna, the last Amora of Sura.

Jose, the last Amora of Pumbedita and the first

of the Saboraim.

AMOS: Founder of the school of literary

prophets, flourished about the middle of the

8th cent, b.c.e. Although the book that bears

his name is the third in the group of Minor
Prophets, he is the first of the entire group of

literary prophets to write down his utterances.

Though a simple farmer, he felt the irresist-

ible call to prophesy as a result of his brood-

ing over the conditions of the time. Outwardly
the nation was prosperous and victorious un-

der the rule of Jeroboam II.; inwardly there

was corruption, oppression of the poor, and
lack of true religion. Amos came to Beth-el

with a completely new message. He held that

the Lord was not the God of Israel alone, but

of all nations; that he was the God of Justice,

and that precisely because the Israelites had
enjoyed an earlier knowledge of God, they
were to be judged the more severely. He felt

that the nation was to be visited with punish-
ment, though he never specifies how or
through what agency, and he insisted that this

conviction of his was the only true word that

a prophet could utter. Amos' predictions were
naturally not popular and Amaziah the high
priest warned him not to utter them in Beth-el.
He seems then to have resorted to the device
of committing his utterances to writing, a
fashion which was followed by the later

prophets, all of whom in one way or another
owe their inspiration to Amos.
The lion hath roared, who will not fear? The Lord

God hath spoken, who can but prophesy? . . . Prepare
to meet thy God, O Israel. . . . Let justice well up as
waters, and righteousness as a mighty stream. . . .

Are ye not as the children of the Ethiopians to Me, O
children of Israel saith the Lord. Have I not brought
up Israel out of the land of Egypt, and the Philistines
from Caphtor, and Aram from Kir?

—

Book of Amos.

s.c.

AMRAM B. ISAAC IBN SHALBIB: Am-
bassador of Alfonso VI., of Leon and Castile,
in the 11th cent. In 1085 he acted as Alfonso's
ambassador to Almu'tamid, the last Abbasid
caliph who resided in Seville. Ibn al-Labbana
relates that Ibn Shalbib came to Seville, ac-
companied by a number of knights, to demand
the tribute due to Alfonso. Another makes
him bearer of a message to the prince asking
him for a residence for Alfonso's wife, Al-
Zahra, who was the daughter of the Arab
prince Amram. Ibn Shalbib had to pay with
his life for the arrogant manner in which he
delivered his message.

AMSTERDAM: The first settlement of

Jews in the Netherland's capital is not yet
determined. There was a "Jew Street" in

Amsterdam in the 14th cent. During the 16th
cent, individual Maranos were settled there.

At the end of that century and the beginning
of the 17th Portuguese Maranos founded the
first Sephardic community in Amsterdam. In
1608 Josef Pardo was appointed the first

Haham of the community, five years later

Jacob Tirado founded the Congregation Beth
Ja'acob. The following years saw the birth of

two other congregations, "Neve Shalom" and
"Beth Yisroel." In 1639 these three congre-
gations united and the great Portuguese
Synagog, which still exists, was founded under
the leadership of Haham Isaak Aboab da
Fonseca. As early as 1614 the community
possessed a cemetery in Ouderkerk.
The community in Amsterdam was practi-

cally autonomous, and was known as the

"Joodsche Natie" or the "Portugueesche
Natie." The Parnassim of the community at

times exercised what amounted to autocratic

power, but in spite of an occasional revolt the
congregation continued to thrive. A Talmud
Torah was established in 1616, which was
later combined with another institution, "Ets
Hayim." As the community prospered vari-

ous cultural and charitable organizations grew
up within it, such as the society for the care

of the dead, for providing dowries for poor or
orphaned girls, for the ransoming of prisoners,

etc.

When the Sephardim came to Amsterdam
they brought wealth and valuable economic
connections with them. Many of them had
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held positions of importance in the life of the
Iberian Peninsula, and had controlled vast

wealth and ramified trade relations. These
they brought to the young republic and soon
added to its prestige. Among their number
were international traders, silk and tobacco
merchants, book printers and publishers, sugar
refiners, dealers and workers in precious

stones, bankers, brokers, doctors, apothecaries,

painters, engravers, poets, dramatists and
scholars. For many years Amsterdam was
known as the New Jerusalem.
The Messianic furor caused by Shabbethai

Zebi and his followers was widely felt in Am-
sterdam and for a time threatened to paralyze

Jewish life there. Uriel da Costa,*who searched

in vain for the ideal Judaism of his imagina-
tion, Spinoza, the excommunicated philos-

opher, his teacher Saul Morteira, and Menas-
seh b. Israel, the urban savant who interceded

on behalf of the re-entrance of the Jews into

England before Cromwell, all lived in this

center of Jewish activity under relatively

tolerant conditions. The mansions of the De
Pinto and Souza Coutinho families were land-

marks in the city. The editions from the

Amsterdam presses are permanent contribu-

tions to the world of books.
There were a few individual Ashkenazim in

Amsterdam before the 17th cent., but the first

group met Yom Kippur 5396 (1635) under the

leadership of Anshel Rood. Their first rabbi

was Moses Weil of Prague (1640-43). The
first synagog was established in 1639. Nine
years later, as a consequence of the persecu-
tions of Khmielnicki, the Polish Jews flocked

into Holland. They were followed by an influx

of Lithuanian Jews, also the victims of perse-

cutions. The East European Jews were not

on friendly terms with the Germans and
started individual congregations, helped by
Sephardim. In 1673 all Ashkenazim united by
order of the city. The big Ashkenazic Syna-
gog was built in 1671. Some of the most
famous of the Ashkenazic rabbis were Zebi
Hirsch b. Jacob Ashkenazi (1658-1718), Arje
Loeb (Loewenstam) (d. 1755) and his son
Saul Loewenstam (1717-90). The last named
started "Saadat Bachurim" which later devel-

oped into the Rabbinical Seminary still func-

tioning.

On the whole the_ Ashkenazim lived a
simpler life than their Sephardic brethren.
Many of them were petty traders and by dint

of struggle finally gained positions of emi-
nence and wealth. At the end of the 18th cent,

they outnumbered the Sephardim who had
lost much of their riches in the fever of specu-
lation then rampant. The languages of the
Sephardim were Spanish and Portuguese, the
Ashkenazim spoke Judeo-German.

In 1795 Moses Salomon Asser, H. de H.
Lemon and Jacob Sasportas founded "Felix
Libertate" * to further the emancipation of the

Jews. Many Jews opposed this movement
fearing that it would deprive their community
of its autonomous rights. The emancipation
was an accomplished fact in 1796. Since that

time Amsterdam Jewry has taken an active
part in the civic affairs of the city.

The first Jewish magazine printed in Dutch
was "Bijdragen betrekkelijk den Maatschap-
pelijken Staat der Joden," under the redac-
tion of Moses Cohen Belinfante (1806-07).
Other publications of note are "Jaarboeken
voor de Israelieten in Nederland" (1835-38),
"Nieuw Israelietisch Weekblad" (1865-still

being published), "Centraalblad voor Israel-

ieten in Nederland" (1885-still being pub-
lished, "De Vrijdagavond" (1924-still being
published). A Dutch translation of the Bible
and prayer-book was made by the learned
Moses Lemans (1785-1822), Samuel Muller
(1792-1862) and Gabriel Polak (1803-69). Rabbi
Josef Hirsch Dunner* (1833-1911) did much to
modernize and develop Jewish education. He
was aided by his pupils Meijer Roest (d. 1889),
editor of "Joodsche Letterkundige Bijdragen"
(1867-68) and "Israelitische Letterbode"
(1875-89), the historians Jacob Hoofien and
David Henriques de Castro, the bibliographer
David Montezinos (1828-1916); and author of

many school books and Dutch translations,

Jacob Lopes Cardozo. Today Zionism is one
of the vitalizing forces in Amsterdam, prom-
ising to requicken Jewish life there. The Re-
form movement began activities in Amsterdam
in 1930 but thus far has met with little

success. In that year there were three Jews
in the city government. The total Jewish popu-
lation of Amsterdam is 70,000. It has recently
been swollen by accessions from Germany.

H. LB.
AMULETS: The belief in the efficacy of

charms, regarded as sacred and endowed with
supernatural and occult influences, is universal
in its scope. There is hardly a tribe anywhere
on earth, among the most primitive as well as
among the most advanced, which does not en-
tertain some form of superstitious practice.
The rabbit's foot and horseshoe have their
counterparts among the inhabitants of the
jungles of Africa as well as the dwellers in

the Arctic regions. Superstition has its origin
in the fear which natural phenomena instilled

in primitive man, for whom thunder, lightning,
the earthquake and tempest meant nothing
more than the wrathful explosions of an evil

spirit. This spirit had to be propitiated by
means of rites and ceremonies. The variation
in practice appears in the individual reaction
of each tribe or group of peoples to these un-
expected crises in life, but essentially the be-
liefs are the same.

Superstitious delusions were prevalent
among the Jews in biblical times, as evidenced
by the strong condemnation against them
found in many passages in the Bible. They
were regarded as abominations, originating
from the idolatry and paganism of the peoples
with whom Israel came in contact, such as
the Egyptians, the Babylonians, and the Per
sians. "After the doings of the land of Egypt
wherein ye dwell shall ye not do" (Leviticus
xviii. 3). "For the King of Babylon standeth
at the parting of ways, at the heads of the two
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ways, to use divination, he shaketh the arrow
to and fro, he inquireth of the Teraphim, he
looketh in the liver" (Ezekiel xxi. 26). A com-
plete list of all the forms of superstition and
magical rites is given in Deuteronomy xviii. 10
with a firm command to shun them, "there
shall not be found among you any one what
maketh his son or his daughter to pass through
the fire, one that useth divination, a sooth-
sayer, a sorcerer, a charmer, or one that con-
sulteth a ghost or a familiar spirit, or a nec-
romancer."
While the Bible does not countenance any

superstition, the Talmud does contain numer-
ous references to the permissibility of resort-
ing to talismanic expedients by individual
scholars. Rabbi Meir was of the opinion that
it is permissible to carry a hen's egg, a fox's
tooth, or a nail from the gallows on the Sab-
bath day as a remedy, but the sages prohibited
these practices even on a week-day because
the person would be guilty of imitating the
"ways of the Amorite" (Sabbath 67a).
Amulets have been common among the Jews

from time immemorial. An amulet consists
of a piece of parchment upon which are in-

scribed either Hebrew characters or sacred
symbols. Originally they were attached to the
body by means of straps. Hence the word,
"Kamea," which means to "fasten or to knot."
Charms were used principally to ward off

the evil eye or the evil spirit. Most frequently
even today, an amulet is used to protect the
mother at childbirth. Special placards are
placed on the walls of the room occupied by
mother and child. The verses used are taken
from the well-known prayers, such as the
"Shema" and the Psalms, and a liberal use of

the ineffable name of the Deity. The words
are hardly ever written in their natural order.

They are twisted and changed by means of
permutation, which, however, follows along a
definite system, known as the "At-bash," the
"Al-bam," etc.

Hasidim served to encourage the practice

of amulet writing, but the strife between Jacob
Emden * and Jonathan Eybeschiitz,* resulted

in checking its popularity among the Jews.
R. K.

ANA BEKORENU: Pizmon of the Se-
phardic ritual for Kol Nidre written by David
Ibn Bekodah in the 12th cent.

ANACLETUS II.: Pope (or anti-pope) of

Jewish birth and ancestry (1130 to 1138).

There can be little doubt that the Elchanan
and Andreas legends of a Jewish pope which
circulated in Europe in the later Middle Ages,
and which have been written in several ver-

sions are all based on the historic fact, well

known during the time he occupied the chair

of St. Peter, that Anacletus II., was not only
of direct Jewish ancestry, his grandfather and
father having been converted in middle life,

but that as his enemies declared, he was of

most pronounced Jewish appearance. His
grandfather was Baruch Pierleone, adviser,

financier and steward to Benedict IX. Al-

though little is known of the Pierleone family
in Jewish history, they lived in the Jewish
quarter, maintained a large estate, and a syna-
gog "of the Lion," and claimed a thousand
years of settlement in Rome prior to the eleva-

tion of one of them to the papacy. Baruch
was, at the pope's request, baptized Benedict
Christianus. His conversion, as all the church
historians relate, was a matter of business,
and it is suggested that in the synagog he re-

mained Baruch. Baruch had a son who was
steward to Leo IX. (1049-55) and, who being
converted by that pope, assumed the name of
Leo.
Both the father and the son were active in

church politics and joined the reform party.

Leo had a large family. His eldest son, Peter,

was destined for the church, and trained in the
monastery of Cluny. Paschal II. (1099-1118)
brought him to Rome and sent him as legate

to France. When Calixtus II. (1119-24) was
exiled 'Peter, who was then a cardinal, went
with him to France and induced the Parisian

Jews to present Calixtus with a fine scroll

of the Torah and appropriate prayers. Peter
returned to Rome, when Pope Honorius II

(1124-30) was on his death bed, as a claimant
for the succession in opposition to the candi-

date selected by the Frangipani, the non-Semi-
tic family that contested with the Pierleoni for

the key positions in the Roman state. The
contest for the office began over the body of

the dying pope. Pierleone's opponents re-

moved the dying pontiff to the church of

St. Gregory where he died on the night of
Feb. 13th. The Frangipani hurriedly buried
the dead pope and proclaimed Gregory Pape-
reschi as Innocent II., by the vote of a rump
convention in which five cardinals partici-

pated. Pierleone was voted pope by 30 cardi-

nals the same day, and both claimants were
consecrated on Feb. 23. Modern church his-

torians agree that Pierleone, who assumed the

name of Anacletus II., had a strong title both
in law and in fact, to the office, the other side

having broken an agreement as to the election.

The nobility and the populace sided with
Anacletus, and Innocent was forced into

exile. Gregorovius relates that the Jews hailed

him with a Torah and "with hymns of mali-

cious congratulation." The recollection that

Pierleone was a Jew stirred the Christian
world outside of Rome and particularly

aroused the ire of Bernard of Clairvaux, who
protested that "a Jew by descent has seized

upon the See of Peter to the injury of Christ."

A battle royal ensued which lasted eight years,

but Anacletus, who had consolidated his

power with the military aid of Roger of

Sicily, who married his sister, held his office

to his death, and died in his bed. He is listed

as "anti-pope," i.e., usurper, because of his

Jewish ancestry. The papal historians give
him considerable credit for his policy, and
non-church historians comment on the fact

that he established for Roger the Kingdom of

the Two Sicilies which proved to be the most
enduring kingdom in Europe for it lasted un-
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intermittently from its creation in the 12th
cent, to the Unification of Italy in 1860.

The convert had been baptized by St. Leo IX., took
his name, and because of his "learning," not to say, be-

cause of his "riches" acquired great influence in the
Roman curia. . . . One of the children of Leo, the
founder of the family of the Pierleoni was Peter,
Pierleone II., the future antipope Anaclectus II.

—

Horace K. Mann, The Lives of the Popes in the
Middle Ages, vol. ix.

ANAN B. ANAN: High priest appointed
by Agrippa II. in 62 c.e. He was a Sadducean
leader, who took an active part in the pre-war
struggles in Jerusalem. His son Anan was
governor of the Temple in the same period.

ANAN B. DAVID : Founder of the Jewish
sect Karaism; b. Babylonia, lived during the
latter part of the 8th cent., and d. between 790
and 800. In 767-768, due to a dispute with his

younger brother and to trouble with the
Gaonim over the succession to the office of
exilarch, Anan became involved in difficulties

with the Mohammedan officials; in order to

escape death, he founded the sect of the
Ananites, which later developed into the Kara-
ites. Probably he left Babylonia at this period
and settled in Palestine with a number of his

followers. He built a synagog in Jerusalem
and began the work of determining the new
religious and legal code of his new sect or
religion, Ananism. Now a bitter enemy of

the Gaonate, he violently attacked the Talmud
and those who regarded it as authoritative in

all religious questions. He accused the Tal-
mudists of having debased the Judaism of the
Bible, and insisted that the religious com-
mandments of the Torah alone, and not those
represented by later Mishnaic, Talmudic and
post-Talmudic changes and additions, consti-

tuted the sole true and pure faith of the Jews.
Furthermore, in protest against the Rabban-
ites' declaration that various laws of the Torah
were obsolete and could and should be disre-

garded, Anan insisted that all the laws of the
Torah were eternally and unconditionally
valid.

Anan appears to have been successful in

combining under his Ananite wing all the
anti-Rabbanite sects and movements of the
time, adopting many of their rules and prin-

ciples. However, despite his thoroughgoing
hostility toward the Talmud and its numerous
precepts and derived laws, he merely increased
greatly the number of religious duties imposed
upon his adherents, many of them time-worn
and obsolete Torah practices and laws which
the newer times and the Talmudists had wisely
abolished. Anan changed the dates of the
principal festivals, and made much more
stringent the rules for the Sabbath, dietary
laws and marriage laws. Ananism, with its

harsh and unworldly asceticism, its unwilling-
ness to compromise with the times, and its

rigorous, unprogressive rules, was soon suc-
ceeded by Karaism, and the stringent Ananites
were merged into and succeeded by the more
liberal Karaites.
About 770 Anan wrote a religious code-

book "Sefer Hamitzvoth" (The Book of the

Commandments), no longer extant. Herein
he laid down his religious views, especially as
regards the religious commandments and pro-
hibitions. This work soon became the basic
book of the sect of the Ananites.
See: Karaism. A. I. S.

ANANIAS OF ADIABENE: Jewish mer-
chant who is credited with having in the year
18 converted to Judaism many pagans residing
in Adiabene, on the confluence of the Tigris.

ANATHEMA: Exercise of the ban or the
right of excommunication. Evolved in post-
exilic period. Its historical origin is not clear.

In its earliest stages the Herem was devel-
oped in three stages, the first two proba-
tionary, only the third being complete excom-
munication. It was probably first practiced by
the Essenes.

See: Excommunication, Herem.

ANATOLIO, JACOB B. ABBA MARI B.
SIMSON: Hebrew translator of Arabic, at

the court of Frederick II., at Naples; flour-

ished c.l 194-1256. By religion one of the early
followers of Maimonides, he wrote extensively
in that vein. He was keenly interested in

astronomy, and translated Averroes' commen-
taries on Aristotle. His important translations
include the "Almagest of Ptolemy," Aver-
roes' "Compendium of Astronomy," Al-far-
gani's "Elements of Astronomy," Al-Farabi's
"Syllogisms" and a number of other works.
Those named he rendered into Hebrew.
Whether he translated the same works into
Latin is not clear, but most of them appeared
subsequently in that language.

ANATOMY: The Jewish study of this

science is traced to the period of Ptolemy I.,

when the Jews first borrowed the Greek
knowledge of the science and even practiced
dissection. The practice of the latter is noted
in the Talmud. The rabbis counted 248 mem-
bers in the male and 254 in the female body.

ANAW: Surname of one of the four Jewish
families settled by Titus in Rome. It has been
traced back to the 11th cent, when Abraham b.

Jacob Anaw was a member of the rabbinical
board of Rome, 1007. Salvatore Anaw, a

presumed descendant of this family was em-
ployed in the finance department of the Roman
government in 1848-49. A celebrated member
of this family was Zedekiah b. Abraham
Anaw, ritualistic writer of the 13th cent.

ANCHIAS, JUAN DE: Private secretary
of the Spanish Inquisition (1485-90) who
composed the "Green Book of Aragon"
(1517), in which he set down the genealogies
of the Jews who had been baptized to the
time of Vincente Ferrer. All but one copy of

this record was destroyed. It was copied in

1885 and again confiscated. Extracts have
appeared but the full record, once in the pos-
session of Jose Amador de los Rios, the Span-
ish historian of the Inquisition, has not seen
the light.
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ANCONA, ALESSANDRO D': Italian

historian; b. Pisa, 1835: d. there, 1914. He
was the youngest of five brothers, all of whom
achieved fame. His reputation was based on
his numerous contributions on the Italian

literature of the Middle Ages.

ANDRADA, SALVADOR D': One of the

first Jewish settlers in New York. His name
is mentioned in the lists of 1655. Maranos of

this name occur in the 17th cent, records in

all parts of the Americas.

ANDREAS: Like Elhanan, the name of a

legendary Jewish pope. All these stories are

probably founded on the life of Pierleone.

See: Anacletus II.

ANGEL, MOSES : Headmaster of the Lon-
don Jews' Free School, the largest Jewish
day school in London (1840-97) ; b. London,
1819: d. there, 1898. Angel was recognized as

a great administrator and instituted a school

for the training of teachers which had a
marked influence on the Jewish attitude of his

period. The best known of his assistants was
Israel Zangwill, who was a pupil of this school.

ANGELOLOGY: Angels are symbolic be-

ings, messengers from On High whose names
are usually associated with the mission as-

signed to them. The term is used as a figure

of speech, a poetic expression, or an attempt
in verbal picturization to present the concept
of the medium through which the Divine Will
exercises its power. Angels are most fre-

quently mentioned in the early chapters of

Genesis, in the apocalyptic literature and in

the legends of the rabbis. In the lives of the

Patriarchs, Abraham * is host to three angels.

At the intended sacrifice of Isaac on Mount
Moriah, Abraham is told by an angel that he
has now successfully passed the test of his

faith in God. Isaac's life is devoid of any ref-

erence to angels. Jacob, his son, seems to

compensate for this omission, since he sees

angels in his dreams whenever he is beset by
danger, and both are abundant in his career.

His vision of the ladder with the ascending
and descending angels has been an inspiration

to many. It portrays the sense of security that

comes to him who finds God in a deserted

place, and also the possibility of rising above
one's environment and building a ladder

reaching to heaven even when its lowest rung
is supported on unholy ground. An angel an-
nounces to him the time for his return home;
an angel wrestles with him in the darkness of

the night, and ultimately blesses him with the
name of "Israel." No angels are included in

the Revelation at Sinai. The Midrash says
that the prophets were called angels. Moses,
it appears from the text (Num. xx. 16), refers

to himself as an angel (messenger) who re-

deemed Israel from Egypt. The prophet
Haggai (i. 13) explicitly speaks of himself as

an angel. The key to the whole problem is to

be found in the Psalms (civ. 4) where the

wind is called God's angel. An angel is a

messenger, for good or otherwise, and the ele-
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ments of nature become angelic beings in

biblical poetry when they fulfill the command
of God in a specific manner. In Isaiah (xxxvii.

36) one of the destructive forces of nature is

called "an angel of God" in bringing death to

the army of Sennacherib who had besieged
Jerusalem. An angel may also represent the

personification of an ideal, so that we read of

angels whose names are Zedek, Hesed,
Sholom, and Ernes. Two angels escort the

Jew home from the synagog on the eve of the

Sabbath (Sabbath 119). If the home radiates

love and contentment, the good angel says,

"May the next Sabbath be a repetition of

this," and the evil angel reluctantly answers
"Amen." If conflict and unhappiness prevail

in the home, the angel of evil pronounces the

same wish, and the good angel must respond
accordingly. An enlightening statement is to

be found in Midrash Rabba (Vayera) and in

the Jerusalem Talmud (Rosh Hashanah) where
it is said that the Jews brought the catalog of

angelic names to Palestine when they re-

turned from the Babylonian exile. This sim-
plifies the abundance of angelic references in

the books of Ezekiel * and Daniel.* B. A. D.

ANGLO-JEWISH ASSOCIATION:
Founded in London July, 1871, "for the pro-
motion of objects pursued by the Alliance
Israelite Universelle and for the cooperation
therewith," as a consequence of the Franco-
Prussian War which by the detachment of

Alsace Lorraine from France brought 40,000
of the 80,000 French Jews under the German
flag and to that extent deprived the A. I. U. of
membership and financial resources. It has
pursued a consistent policy of educational
subventions throughout Mediterranean, Near
Eastern and Oriental lands, extending as far

east as the Beni Israel of India. Average an-
nual budget amounts to £1,600. Its political

work is carried on by the Conjoint Commit-
tee created by it in conjunction with the Board
of Deputies. Its resources are membership
dues, and branch support, and it is adminis-
tered by a council which meets regularly
about eight times a year.
The first president was Professor Jacob

Waley. He was followed by Baron Henry de
Worms (afterward Lord Pirbright), Sir Julian
Goldsmid, and Dr. Claude G. Montefiore who
took office in 1895. The present president is

Leonard G. Montefiore. Morris Duparc has
been secretary for 50 years having succeeded
Dr. Albert Lowy, one of the founders of the
association.

ANGLO-PALESTINE COMPANY, Ltd.:
Founded as a subsidiary of the Jewish Colo-
nial Trust, Ltd.,* in 1903, in Jaffa, Palestine,

for the purpose of cooperating in the financing
and development of business enterprise. Its

capital was increased from £40,000 to £100,000
in 1910. Its first manager was David Levon-
tin. It established branches in Jerusalem,
Beirut, Haifa, Hebron, Safed, and Tiberias.
During the World War, under the direction
of S. Hoofien, its present manager, it played s
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notable part in financing Zionist institutions,

despite the moratorium. In 1912 its deposits
amounted to £355,318. Its resources have in-

creased more than tenfold that amount since

1932.

ANI: Sephardic equivalent of Shalet or
Sholent. Its possession was regarded as
conclusive evidence of Jewish practices by
Maranos.

ANIM ZEMIROT: Mystical hymn, recited

at the close of the regular morning service in

the orthodox liturgy. Its author was R. Judah
of Speyer, 12th cent.

ANNAS: High priest, from 6 to 15 c.e. He
was deposed by Valerius Gratus, procurator of

Judea. His son-in-law was Caiaphas (Joseph).
It is of these two high priests that the New
Testament relates that Jesus was handed over
to them (Luke iii. 2). There were in all five

high priests of the name of Annas, all related.

ANSCHELM HALEVI, OF COLOGNE:
15th cent. German chief rabbi. In 1435 he was
appointed chief rabbi of Mayence, Cologne,
Treves, Bremen, Worms, Speyer, etc. His
nomination by the government was as un-
popular as previous appointments of this kind,

the Jews resenting government interference
in communal affairs.

AN-SKI, SCH.: Pen-name of Saloman
Seinwil Rapoport; Russian and Yiddish pub-
licist; b. Witebsk, 1863: d. Warsaw, 1920. He
was the banner bearer of the Young Russian
ideal and in 1894 fled to Paris where he con-
tinued his writing for the revolutionary cause
in every popular medium.

In the '80's An-ski was a wandering
teacher who traveled from village to village

till the government stopped him, then settled

in Berne, Switzerland, where he worked as a
bookbinder. For six years he was secretary
to Lawror, the Russian revolutionist, but in

Paris contact with Jewish refugees brought
him back to Jewish life. From 1895 to 1905
he poured forth these new Jewish emotions
writing in the latter year the "Shevua," which
has been regarded as the Jewish "Marseil-
laise." The Russian revolution enticed him
back to Russia and he became a fountain of
Yiddish literature. His "Dybbuk" is the best
known of his works, because its dramatic form
achieved international acclaim. His critics,

however, praise some of his more serious
efforts as the supreme expression of his gifted
pen. During the World War he was active in

the Jewish self-defense movement in Kiev.

ANTIGONUS: Second son of John Hyrca-
nus; b. c.135: d. 103 b.c.e. Together with his

brother Aristobulus he captured Samaria in

109. When Aristobulus became king he made
Antigonus an associate in ruling the kingdom,
but Queen Alexandra (Salome)* conspired
against him and brought about his execution.

ANTIGONUS, MATTATHIAS: Last
Hasmonean king of Judea; d. 37 b.c.e. His
actual rule lasted less than three years and

was only sustained by the aid of his Parthian
allies. With his father, Aristobulus II.,* and
his brother, Alexander,* he was taken pris-

oner to Rome in 63 b.c.e. The brothers es-

caped in 57 b.c.e. and Alexander made the
first attempt to restore the family fortunes.
After Alexander's execution Antigonus at-

tempted to gain the support of Julius Caesar.

Failing in this he turned to the anti-Roman
party in Palestine, and led the opposition to
Herod,* whose taxation was oppressive. In
40 b.c.e. the Parthians invaded Palestine and
aided Antigonus who forced Herod in exile.

The latter, however, returned, supported by
the Romans, and laid seige to Jerusalem. The
defense was conducted with great courage
though the Pharisees * favored surrender.

Antigonus showed great bravery until the
surrender. He then begged for his life. Herod
had him executed at Antioch.

ANTIGONUS OF SOKO: Pharisaic
scholar of c. first half of the 3rd cent, b.c.e.

The first known Pharisee.*

The religious history of the Jews is a blank from the
death of Simeon [the Just] for nearly a century. The
last ray of light before the darkness closes down is the
mention of Antigonus of Soko as having been a disciple
of Simeon the Just. Nothing is known of him except his

saying recorded in Aboth. His Greek name is noteworthy
as an indication of the presence of the new influence of
Hellenism.—R. Travers Herford, The Pharisees, New
York, 1924.

ANTI-JUIF, L': Name assumed by nine
different short-lived publications issued in

France and Algiers and directed against the
Jews. The first "Anti-Juif," a weekly, describ-
ing itself as an "organ of social defense," was
published in Paris, Dec, 1881, to Jan., 1882.

ANTI-NAZI LEAGUE TO CHAMPION
HUMAN RIGHTS: Organized in New York
in the winter of 1933 in succession to the
American League for the Defense of Jewish
Rights,* for the purpose of enforcing the
boycott of German imports.

^
The League of

which Samuel Untermyer * is president, and
Ezekiel Rabinowicz, secretary, influenced the
customers' resistance which led the depart-
ment stores and Woolworth's stores to stop
importing wares manufactured in Germany.

ANTIOCHUS, SCROLL OF: A megil-
lah, in Hebrew, describing the Hasmonean
struggle. The first reference to it was made
in the 9th cent. It is not regarded as an
authentic or contemporary account of events,
but a comparatively late invention.

ANTIPAS (Herod Antipas): The
Herod of the New Testament, held respon-
sible for the execution of John the Bap-
tist and Jesus. Seventh son of Herod the
Great by his Samaritan wife, Malthace; b. c.20

b.c.e.: d. c.39 c.e. Although Herod had in-

tended that Antipas should inherit Judea, his

will gave Antipas only the tetratchy of Galilee

and Petra; Archelaus, another son of Herod
and Malthace being named King of Judea.
Augustus having confirmed the will of Herod
Antipas devoted himself to adornment of
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towns and erection of a number of cities. He
rebuilt Beth-Haran and named it Livias; he
rebuilt and enlarged Sepphoris which was his

capital, and he rebuilt the fortress and a
magnificent palace at Macherus, on the Dead
Sea. His most celebrated town planning was
the erection of Tiberias, with its stadium and
palace, its sculptures, etc. He named the town
in honor of the emperor Tiberius. When it

was completed Antipas made Tiberias * his

capital.

Josephus * relates that Antipas, c.36, pro-
tested against Pilate putting a votive offering
in the palace at Jerusalem. Though disliked

Antipas conformed to religious customs but
violated the Jewish law by marrying, as his

first wife, Herodias, daughter of Aretas VI.,
king of Arabia Petra. In the New Testament
he is denounced for this marriage (Matt. xiv.

4, etc.). He was exiled for plotting, with his

second wife, against Rome, and Josephus
states that Antipas died in Spain. He was
buried in Lyons or in St. Bertrand de
Comminges.

ANTIPATER: Father of Herod I., and son
of Antipas; a convert to Judaism who was
governor of Idumea under Alexander Jan-
naeus; d. c.43 b.c.e. He intrigued with both
the Romans and the Jews and was appointed
governor of Judea in 47 b.c.e., and poisoned
in 43 b.c.e.

ANTIPATER: Eldest son of Herod* the
Great, and the one executed for plotting
against his father's life. He was the son of
Doris, an Idumean woman; b. c.34 and exe-
cuted in 4 b.c.e. He was educated in Rome,
and plotted against his half-brothers. Some of

these were killed by Herod at the instigation

of Antipater. The involved character of his

intrigues fill several chapters in Josephus' ac-

count of the dissolute court life of the period.

ANTI-SEMITISM: In 1781, Scholzer in

Germany, first used and in 1794, Eichhorn
popularized the term Semite as a designation
of the Hebrew race or of those kindred to it,

and as distinct from the term Aryan. The
derivative, anti-Semitism, was coined some
eighty years later in Germany, to express the
modern antagonism to the Jews. There is only
one basic difference between the newer anti-

Semitism and the older "Jew-baiting." The
most ancient objection, amply sketched by
Josephus in his "Contra Apion," was to the

religious non-assimilation of the Jews. They
affected, to the minds of their traducers, a re-

ligious superiority, whilst physically they ad-
mitted themselves descendants of slaves. The
Romans believed in a state religion; the Jews
were therefore aliens in belief, consequently
aliens politically. The struggle was renewed
when Christianity became the state religion

and by rejecting the creed, the Jews were
again in a position of alienage to both state

and church. There was then as later a ready
means of escape, conversion. As the Christian

dogma was gradually clarified the demand for

Jewish conversion increased, and the Jewish

resistance to apostasy met with more and
more severe punishment.
The Christian populace throughout Europe

was not in the early Middle Ages either re-
ligiously devout or devoted to dogma. "Jew-
baiting" can therefore be traced organically
and definitely to the Code of Justinian which
became the basic law of the Holy Roman
Empire, and which aimed as far as the Jews
were concerned, at their separation from their
human environment. A critical study of the
Code, and the decisions of all subsequent
Church Councils would demonstrate the de-
tailed attempt to check natural assimilation
by intermarriage and social contact. The
theory of racial continence and purity domi-
nates the codes of the crusaders against the
Jews and all Semitic races, and much of the
legislation of the Mohammedans against Jews
and Christians—religious differences, present-
ing in both cases reasons for social and
political alienage. Hence the Jews and Juda-
ism were regarded as inseparable entities.

Government documents and historians spoke
of the Jewish "nation," to the middle of the
19th cent., the theological term "Jewish
Church," is a comparatively modern usage
introduced by theologians. The compulsory
disputations on dogma, and the burning of
the Talmud and rabbinical writings were
therefore as much an assault on the Jews
physically as spiritually. To rulers and nobles
"Jew-baiting" was always at least of tempo-
rary pecuniary advantage. Every expulsion
witnessed a cancellation of debt, and the
sequestration of property. The segrega-
tion of Jews in ghettos and the wearing of
badges made them the visible and recognizable
subjects of special taxes which they were
forced to pay.
As the local history of practically every city

in Europe contains its own record of con-
temptuous treatment of the Jews, from segre-
gation to expulsion, therefore the popular ill

will toward the Jews survived the emancipa-
tory acts, and the dereligionizing of Europe
which manifested itself at the same time. The
"Christ killer" as the Jew was called in re-
ligious schools could still purge himself by
baptism. This attitude explains the wholesale
conversion of Jews in Germany and Austria
prior to the World War, for this was the easy
road to public office and social position.

The pure Nordic race theory distinguishes
anti-Semitism from Jew-baiting. Looking to
a purified Nordic strain and Nordic suprem-
acy, it regards with fear that infiltration of
Semitic blood which results from intermar-
riage and generally attends conversion. The
Nazis who have put this theory into violent
practice have therefore had to adopt the
wholly un-Christian attitude of objecting to
the converted Jew in all his generations.

The "Judenrein" program adopted in a
political conference of German Conserva-
tives and Christian Socialists on July 30, 1878,
is therefor accepted as the natal act of anti-
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Semitism. During each of its violent out-
bursts under Stocker,* Ahlwardt,* and
Hitler.* the converts and the descendants of

converts have been attacked as the danger-
ous element to Germanism, and whilst the
wholly unassimilated Jews, for other reasons
have not been shielded, a good deal of the
fury of anti-Semitism has been spent on the
partially assimilated Jews. Another distinc-

tion is this: Jew-baiting was a presumed an-
tagonism aroused by the rejection of Jesus of

Nazareth. Anti-Semitism either seeks to deny
the Jewish authorship of the moral code, as

witness the Bible-Babel agitation, or it seeks
to find proof in the alleged remoteness of

Galilee, and the red-hair of Nazareth women
—dyed as a rule, to create an illusion for

tourists—that Jesus was an Aryan. An atheis-

tic school of which Nietsche and Treitschke
may be accepted as spokesmen, rejects prac-
tically all the New Testament as an exhibition
of the "Hebraic slave ethic," incompatible
with the "Nordic master ethic."

All the charges against the Jews, parasitism,
materialism, cunning, the desire for acquisi-

tion, lack of originality, physical unworthi-
ness, all flow from the concept that the Semite
is of base blood. The variations of this

theme, which include the charge that the Jew
has a Negroid taint in his soul, are endless.

But they all come back to the same root

—

Jewish inferiority. The survival and disper-

sion of the Jews, their achievements in all

walks of life, are to Drumont * "La Juiverie"
in France, to W. Marr the "Victory of Juda-
ism over Germanism," and to George H.
Warner "The Jewish Spectre." Anti-Semites
divide as to the cause of the menace thus
created. The minority regard it as the result

of individual Jewish "pushfulness" and un-
scrupulousness. The majority regard it as the
result of the alleged conspiratory effort of a

group of Jews who hold in their hands the
destiny of the world. Basically the idea is old.

It was alleged that the Jews conspired with
Hakern, the mad Fatimite to destroy the Holy
Sepulchre, in 1044, one of the causes of the
crusades. They were charged with "poisoning
the wells" during the Black Plague; another
calumny is that they "conspired" to bring about
the Reformation. They "conspired" to bring
about the French Revolution ; they helped to de-

feat France in 1870, and they were the power
behind Russian Nihilism. In support of this

farrago of nonsense, a whole literature crept

up in which every Jewish act, such as the

creation of the Alliance Israelite Universelle,

was made to fit the scheme of conspiracy. In
Germany the theme was first given shape in

the form of an alleged address to the Jews
by a British chief rabbi, Readclif—who, of

course, never existed—advising how the Jews
could conquer the world. It was finally crys-

tallized in the "Elders of Zion" * which pri-

vately circulated in Russia, was popularized

by Henry Ford in his "Dearborn Independ-
ent," and in pamphlets devoted to the subject.

This same calumny despite exposure, and
Henry Ford's * apology is being quoted in

German as sober truth in 1934.

The methods of anti-Semitic attack have
varied with circumstance and locality. In
Russia where the intellectual refinements of

anti-Semitism did not penetrate, the attacks

took the form of bloody assault and whole-
sale massacre from 1881 to 1906, and endless
persecution during the War and the immedi-
ate post-war period. During the Czarist
regime the Jews were confined to a Pale of

Settlement,* and freedom of movement and
residence accorded only to merchants of the
first guild, and Jewish prostitutes. In Rou-
mania, where excesses were continuous during
the 70s, the government and the populace
resisted the equality granted the Jews by the
Berlin Congress of 1878, and the post-war
struggle runs along the same lines. In Austria
beside a political struggle in Vienna aiming
at all sorts of discriminations, there has been
a continuous attempt to keep the Jews out of

the universities, and to lend support to the
Blood Accusation * charges brought in vari-

ous countries since 1880. In England where
the attacks against the Jews have been
sporadic since 1897 when Arnold White ad-
vocated anti-Semitism, it was successful in

enacting the Aliens Restriction Law of 1902.

In France Jew hatred expended its fury in the
decade which ended, despite the anti-Semites
in the final vindication of Alfred Dreyfus, who
was its outstanding victim. In the United
States it takes the form of social ostracism,
which has been fairly continuous since Jesse
Seligman * was denied admission to the Union
League Club.

In "Scrolls" (vol. II.) Gotthard Deutsch *

listed the anti-Semitic incidents of the year
1912-13 in Canada, and the United States.

Those that may be regarded as typical in-

cluded: M. Plamondon in Quebec urged the
revival of the legislation of Popes Innocent
III. and Paul IV. The Alpha Delta Phi fra-

ternity revoked the charter of the chapter of

the College of the City of New York because
the institution had too many Jews; Samuel
Litman was refused appointment as an officer

in the N. Y. State militia because Jewish offi-

cers were barred. Prof. David Starr Jordan,
ex-president of Leland Stanford University,
spoke of the Jews as "an invisible empire
founded by the pawnbroker Rothschild";
Prof. Jacques Loeb * was blackballed by the
Century Club.

In Germany the formal anti-Semitic move-
ment was organized as an alliance between
the Conservatives and the Christian Social-

ists; the Jews being politically affiliated with
the Liberals who were routed. In 1880 when
there were anti-Jewish riots in Prussia a
petition signed by 300,000 Prussian citizens

calling upon Bismarck to exclude the Jews
from all national schools and universities, and
from all public offices was discussed for two
days in the Prussian Parliament. Ruh at the
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beginning of the 19th cent, advocated restora-
tion of the badge, but Duhring, who with
Treitschke is regarded as the spiritual father

of Nazi Jew-hatred, advocated the extermi-
nation of the Jews. He believed the Germans
would move slowly in the matter, but would
be thorough: "They first examine carefully
where the seat of the epidemic is that is

troubling them, but when they have found
that out, they do not scruple to use the most
modern methods of disinfection." Puckler * in

the '90's advocated the clubbing of the Jews
out of Germany. The 100 per cent, racial basis

of anti-Semitism was advanced in 1911 and
that propaganda was not only emphasized in

literature devoted to the cult, but found its full

expression in the assassination of Kurt Eisner
in 1919, and later of Walter Rathenau, neither
of whom was sympathetic to Jewish interests.

The basic doctrine of Naziism found its

expression in the "25 point program" adopted
by the National Socialist party at the Munich
Hoffbrauhaus on Feb. 25, 1920. Its planks
relating to the Jews read:

(4) Only a member of the nation can be a citizen. Only
one who is of German blood, irrespective of re-

ligion, can be a member of the nation. No Jew,
therefore, can be a member of the nation.

(5) Whoever is not a citizen may live in Germany
only as a guest, and must be subject to alien
legislation.

(6) The right of voting on the State's government and
laws may be enjoyed only by the citizen. We
demand, therefore, that all official appointments,
of whatsoever kind, whether in the Reich, the
State, or community, may be entrusted only to
citizens.

Current events have demonstrated that the
policy of the Hitler regime is the literal ful-

fillment of the party program, plus all the
extreme measures advocated by Duhring,
Houston Stuart Chamberlain, and a score of
other writers.
The general policy of the anti-anti-Semitic

organizations was to answer calumny by dis-

proof, and to obtain acceptance of the attitude

proclaimed in the title of such organizations
as the "Union of German Citizens of the
Jewish Faith." Baron de Hirsch * sought the
answer to the East European phase of anti-

Semitism by trying to provoke mass emigra-
tion to the Argentine, and by inducing the
Jews to become there, and in Canada, agricul-

turists. Bernard Lazare's answer was the
spread of Socialism; Theodor Herzl * offered
his "Jewish State" as "an attempt at a solu-
tion." Dubnow met it by his plea for local

autonomy which leads to the spread of the
system of minority rights. A few Jews have
advocated re-ghettoization. Most of the im-
mense literature on the subject, however,
avoids definite conclusion. All the anti-anti-

Semitic organizations have either been aban-
doned or forcibly suspended.

See: Blood Accusation, Ahlwardt, Hitler,
Leuger, Puckler, Rohling, Stocker, and
Zionism.

ANTOINE* NICOLAS: French-Christian
theologian, converted to Judaism; born of
Catholic parents in 1602 or 1603 at Briey,

Lorraine; suffered martyrdom at the stake in

Geneva, 1632. Antoine was trained in the
academies of Sedan and Geneva, experienced
great difficulty in being accepted by the rabbis
owing to their fear of Christian reprisals. For
a long time he practiced^ Judaism in secret.

In 1632 he was declared insane and put into

an asylum for avowing himself a Jew. His
protest led to a charge of heresy, and as, in his

trial in April, 1632, he avowed himself a

Jew he was condemned, loaded with chains,

strangled and burnt. Many Christian clergy-

men protested against his barbarous execution.

ANTOKOLSKI, MARK MATVEYE-
VICH: Russian sculptor; b. Vilna, 1842: d.

Homburg, 1902. As a young child he dis-

played a talent for art, and after a short term
in the "heder" applied himself to the study of
carving in wood. At the age of 21 he went
to St. Petersburg, where he was enabled to

enter the Imperial Academy of Fine Arts.
While there he maintained himself by working
in a turner's shop, receiving a very scanty
compensation. In 1864 the silver medal of the
first order was awarded to him by the academy
for his wood-carving, "The Jewish Tailor,"
which promptly gained a reputation for him.
His most celebrated sculptures were Ivan the
Terrible, Spinoza, and Mephisto.

When Mattes der Shenker (saloon keeper) discov-
ered that his boy, Motke (later famous as Mark Anto-
kolsky). had been playing truant from the heder, and
had hidden himself in the garret, to carve figures, he
beat him unmercifully, because he had broken the sec-

ond commandment.

—

Jacob S. Raisin, The Haskalah
Movement in Russia, 1913.

ANTONIO, DIOGO: Agent of the Mara-
nos; a physician who lived in Lisbon. In 1539
he succeeded Duarte de Paz as representative
of the Portuguese Maranos at Rome, charged
with the mission of endeavoring to prevent, or
postpone, the establishment of the Inquisition
in Portugal.

ANTONIO DE VERNO : Italian Jew, resi-

dent in England from 1623-25; teacher at
King's College, Cambridge, the books of
which record a grant to him in 1623-24.

ANTWERP: See: Belgium.

APOCALYPTIC LITERATURE: Books
that reveal either the hidden mysteries of the
unknown and unknowable past, or with the
aid of much imagery assume to forecast the
future. Although there are traces of this type
of mysticism in the books of the prophets
Zechariah and Ezekiel, and more conspicu-
ously in the Book of Daniel, there exists only
one truly Hebrew apocalyptic work of pre-
exilic origin, the Book of Enoch. This kind
of writing, however, became somewhat more
popular in post-Talmudic times and the best
known works are "the Alphabet of R. Akiba,"
and the "Revelation of R. Simon b. Yohai."
The latter wielded considerable influence on
the mysticism of the 9th cent, and has been
a potent source of the esoteric writings of

later ages.
Some of the ideas common to this group of
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writings have found their way into the liturgy,

and are part of the myths, and half-beliefs of

a considerable group of Jews, but in the main
the apocalypse, and its literature is unfamiliar

territory to most Jews. The rabbis forbade
prying into "hidden" things, or speculating

about the prophecies of Daniel, so the mystical

slant in the Jewish character has related itself

more directly to Messianism * than to any
other phase.

Within the short space of about two hundred years,

an immense literature was produced in Palestine and
without, dealing with the various problems that beset

the people. Most of these books, being unsanctioned by
the authorities, were entirely lost . . . some are only

now being recovered from the ruins of antiquity. In
this apocryphal and apocalyptic literature we find mir-

rored the hopes and aspirations of those times.

—

Julius
H. Greenstone, The Messiah Idea in Jewish History.

APOCALYPTIC LITERATURE: The
main books are:

Baruch, Apocalypse of: Known as II Baruch
or the Syriac Apocalypse of Baruch. Written
originally in Hebrew, but entirely lost.

Translated into Greek, and most of that de-

stroyed. The Syriac recension remains prac-

tically perfect. The work is composite, haying
been written by several hands. The writers

speak of the Fall of Man and of his own free-

will to redeem himself. Man is responsible for

his own sin, and therefore for his own destiny.

The work was probably written by a Pharisee,

who emphasizes the Law and who promises a
righteous reward to all who observe and treas-

ure it. The work was compiled about the 1st

cent, and sets forth the view of its composers
as having been opposite to the Pauline doc-
trine of the fall of man and inherited total

depravity.

Baruch, Greek Apocalypse of: First pub-
lished in 1897—though known in an earlier

Slavonic text. There are several similarities

between this Baruch and other Baruch apoca-
lypses, though not with I Baruch, that is the
Apocryphal Book of Baruch. With the Syriac
Baruch there are a number of likenesses. The
book, written about the early part of the 2nd
cent., is a narrative and a revelation to Baruch,
of the seven heavens, and something of what
they contain, and of the mediation of the

angels. The disobedience of Adam is due to

the jealousy of the devil. His children also

suffer because of Adam's sin. Although the
children of Adam are "surrendering them-
selves to eternal fire," there is nothing said

about their ultimate punishment or reward.
Enoch, Book of: This is the most important

piece of apocalyptic or pseudepigraphic litera-

ture of the first two pre-Christian centuries, in

so far as the history of theological thought is

concerned. It is the work of many writers and
expresses a large number of ideas. The writers
were Hasidim or early Pharisees, and they
discuss those particular theological beliefs

which occupied the place of importance for
them. There is not always unity or agree-
ment. The questions discussed are those
which agitated the minds of the pious in those
centuries: The Messiah; the Messianic Era;

the final judgment; sin and punishment; an-
gelology and demonology; resurrection and
the future life; final reward and ultimate des-

tiny of the nations. The work was originally

composed in Hebrew and Aramaic; we have
versions in Ethiopic, Greek and Latin.

Enoch, Book of the Secrets of: Called also

the Second Enoch, because it has come down
to us only in Slavonic form, in contradistinc-
tion to the Book of Enoch. The work is com-
posed of some manuscripts that were found
in Russia and Serbia. It deals with a number
of subjects such as the value of sacrifices; the
validity of the law; a blessed immortality for

the righteous; sin, the origin of the earth, and
reward and punishment. Excerpts from this

book are mentioned in a number of other
books and it seems to have had some influence.

It was written by a Hellenistic Jew, probably
in Greek, between the last half of the 1st

cent., before and the first half of the 1st, after

the Christian era.

IV. Ezra, Called Also II Esdras: Written
first in Hebrew, but present translations are
made from a lost Greek original. There are
also translations in Latin, Syriac, Ethiopic,
Arabic and Armenian. The Apocalypse of

Ezra corresponds to ii-xiv of the II Esdras of
the Apocrypha or the Fourth Book of Ezra
of the Vulgate. As we have the work now, it

is a redaction of a former work. The author
may have been a scribe, or a member of the
Pharisaic party, who believed strictly in the
tenets of his day's Judaism; he held to fasting;
he believed in God's unity and in God's sole

creatorship without any intervention or media-
tion; God will be the last Judge, and He will

make the final judgment. Israel is God's
special people, and the Law is a special gift.

This is a specially fine apocalypse containing
in true apocalyptic fashion the teachings that
are hidden, things that are told to the author
through the revelation. Written some years
after the destruction of Jerusalem, probably
in Palestine.

Isaiah, Ascension of: Includes also the
Martyrdom of Isaiah, the Vision of Isaiah
and the Testament of Hezekiah. The Martyr-
dom of Isaiah tells of the summons of Man-
asseh and Isaiah by Hezekiah, in order that he
may tell them what their duties are. It con-
tains the account of Manasseh's turning to evil

ways after the death of his father, and of his
having Isaiah sawn asunder. The Vision of
Isaiah and the Testament of Hezekiah gives
the first cent, accounts of certain beliefs of the
Christian church. The last two are, of course,
of Christian origin. The date of the Martyr-
dom is earlier, probably the first cent, and the
work was no doubt written in Hebrew.

Jubilees, Book of: Called also The Little
Genesis-Bereshith Zuta, and Apocalypse of
Moses. Written by a Pharisee between
135 and 105 b.c.e., to emphasize the validity

and eternity of the Law. It is a rehearsal
of the Story of Creation using many midrashic
elements. The author defends Judaism against
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the attacks of Hellenism and teaches that

the Torah is of everlasting value and authority.

The work was originally written in Hebrew,
translated into Greek and then Ethiopic, also

Latin and Syriac. It is a very important docu-
ment for the study of religion from the time of

Malachi to the first cent.

Moses, Assumption of: Consisted probably
of what is known by this name and also the

Testament of Moses. The author, a strict

Pharisee, gloried in obedience to the Law and
opposed the entrance of the Pharisees into the
activities of the government. He was patrio-

tic and loyal; hoped for the return of the lost

Ten Tribes; the establishment of God's King-
dom, and the final victory of Israel. He op-
posed the carrying of arms, but taught that

through repentance, the rule of God would
come about. The work was composed in

Hebrew about 25 c.e.

Sibylline Oracles: Compilation of old ora-
cles worked up by Jewish authors as early as
160 b.c.e., and including Christian elements to

as late as the fifth cent. c.e. The object of the
writers of the Sibylline Oracles was to teach
the unity and sovereignty of God. Heathen
gods were scoffed at and idolatry is con-
demned. The gods of Egypt will not be help-

ful, and in the end God will remain forever

the only true God. He will reward the right-

eous with a better world, and the sinful will

be sent to Tartarus. Indeed, a fire will burn
the wicked. The methods of destruction are

not all the same. But in the end the Messiah
will initiate the new rule. Probably written by
a Hellenistic Jew in Alexandria.

Solomon, Psalms of: Eighteen Psalms writ-

ten originally in Hebrew and later done into

Greek and Syriac. The writer or writers of

this work believed in the greater righteousness
of Israel as compared with other

^
nations.

Israel is divided into sinners and the righteous,

those who fear the Lord and those who do
not. The sinners may be exalted for a while,

but in the end the righteous will triumph. The
messianic king will come and the righteous
await him in suffering. The Psalms of Solo-
mon are thought to be the work of Pharisees
of the 1st cent, b.c.e., who tried to teach
the fact that the righteous of the Psalms are

the Pharisees, while the sinners are the Sad-
ducees who aligned themselves with the

Roman Pompey.

Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs: This
book was written by a pious Hebrew, prob-
ably a Hasid, between 109 b.c.e and 106 c.e.

The book is an exposition of the greatness and
the purity of the Maccabean dynasty. But it is

more than that—it is an exposition of the ethi-

cal teachings of the day, which compare with
the noblest in the history of Judaism. In
three of these Testaments, we curiously find

the collocation of the Commandment to "love

God and your neighbor" attributed later to

Jesus. One wonders how much these influ-

enced the New Testament. Each one of the

patriarchs writes down his will or testament,

and in this he advises his son along ethical
and religious lines. It is a superb document
and is worthy of study. The Testaments were
rewritten in Hebrew, but versions have come
down to us in Greek, Armenian and Slavonic.

G. G. F.

APPLES AND HONEY: The New Year
is symbolically ushered in by partaking of
sweet apples dipped in honey at the beginning
of the evening meal. An appropriate blessing
is recited. M. A.

AQUILA: Translator of the Scriptures
from Hebrew into Greek; by birth a Gentile
from Pontus. He joined the Christians, but
afterward left them and became a proselyte
to Judaism. The Talmud states that he fin-

ished his translations under the influence of
R. Akiba and that his other teachers were
Eliezer b. Hyrcanus and Joshua b. Hananiah.
It is certain, however, that Aquila's translation
had appeared in 170.

The main feature of Aquila's version is its

excessive literalness. His chief aim was to
render the Hebrew into Greek word for word,
without any regard for Greek idiom. The
story that he was appointed by Hadrian to
build jElia Capitolina is both politically and
chronologically unacceptable. See: Onkelos.

ARABIA: In their desire for grandiose
statement the Roman writers called the land
east of the Jordan Arabia, hence Arabia Petra
and other names which suggest a close con-
tact between the Jews and the Arabs in
Herodian times. The Arabian peninsula, how-
ever, lies east of the Red Sea and west of the
Persian Gulf, and its principal political divi-

sions are the kingdom of the Hedjas, the king-
dom of Iraq, which embraces Mesopotamia,
and the British port of Aden. Arabia is fre-

quently alluded to in Scripture, and the con-
tact through trading centers must have dated
from the founding of Tadmor (Palmyra), by
Solomon, for that town served as a station on
the great commercial route. The assumption
that after the war with Titus Jews fled to
Arabia, as they went to Babylonia is well
founded even if details are lacking, for Jews
came back to Palestine, thoroughly Arabized,
before its conquest by 'Omar. Three Jewish
tribes, or banu, are known of the pre-Moham-
med period, Kainuka, al-Nadhir and Kuraiza.
The last two claimed descent from Aaron. Ac-
cording to the Arab accounts these tribes

lived in walled cities, and came into conflict

with migrant Arab tribes about 300. Traces
existed in the eighth cent., and the existence
of a Jewish tribe of this character still living

in central Arabia was reported recently by a
Jerusalemite, Mr. Tager, who traveled there.

The presence of Jews in Arabia at the time of
the rise of Mohammed is part of the prophet's
biography. He was instructed by Jews, and
found his supporters and bitterest opponents
among them. The influence of Jewish thought
in the formulation of the Islamic idea is clear

to all scholars. But the prophet and his Com-
panions decreed Arabia "holy," and banished
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all Jews and all other non-Muslims from the
country. This forced the return of some
Arabian Jews to the vicinity of Jericho. In
later times Jews were permitted to settle in

Yemen, Aden and San'aa, the coastal lands
not regarded as sacred. The Jewish settle-

ment in Aden probably dates from the Middle
Ages. In 1839 it became a British posses-
sion, and until recently the Jews lived there
peacefully. Now, 1933, the relations between
the Jews and Arabs in Aden seem disturbed.
Normally there are not more than 3,000 Jews
in Aden. Twenty-six of the stories in the
Thousand and One Nights have been traced
to Jewish sources. The more impressive cul-

tural relationship between Jews and Arabs
began during the Ommayad dynasty, which
was essentially Syrian, and developed still

more through the establishment of the Arab-
ian caliphate in Cordova.

'See: Yemen.

ARAGON: In medieval times a famous
independent Spanish kingdom in which the

Jews achieved much liberty and great promi-
nence. The Jews were well settled in Sara-
gossa at the beginning of the 12th cent. Pedro
II. and his son, Jaime I., were very friendly,

and the latter took all the Jews and Saracens
in his kingdom under his personal wardship,
although he compelled the Jews to live in dis-

tinct quarters. In this reign, Jews held many
public offices although they were compelled to

listen to proposals for their conversion to

Christianity and engage in public disputations.

Jaime's private secretary, Don Bayhel, the
royal treasurer, Jehudano de Cavalleria, the
Arabic interpreter, Astruc Bonseynor, the

royal physicians, David and Solomon, were all

Jews.
Pope Clement IV. tried to oust these court

Jews but failed. This happy condition changed
during the 14th cent., and came to a climax in

1391, when the persecution which began in

Seville spread to Aragon and Castile. Thou-
sands of Jews were slain but 100,000 embraced
Christianity and thus set the great Marano
movement in motion. The anti-Jewish atti-

tude continued steadily throughout the cent.,

though the Jews were not permitted to leave
the country, and the Maranos continued to

hold high office in the realm. The union of
Aragon with Castile by the marriage of Ferdi-
nand to Isabella, to which the Jews were
favorable and from which they hoped much,
ended the separate history of Aragon. Its

Jews suffered the general fate of the Jews in

Spain.

ARAM: Hebrew name usually translated
"Syria." The earliest Arameans were nomads
and their settlements were east of the Eu-
phrates. Geographically the word is used in

the Bible to include all of Mesopotamia. The
Greeks and Romans used it to describe the
district between the Euphrates and the Tigris.

ARAMAIC: The language most akin to
Hebrew, and which became the common Jew-
ish tongue about 300 b.c.e. The Targum is

probably the oldest Aramaic book current
among the Jews. A few of the rabbinic prayers
are still recited in Aramaic.

ARARAT: City planned on Grand Island,

Niagara, by Mordecai Noah in 1825. The plan
never came to maturity but the foundation
stone of Ararat is preserved in the rooms of

the Buffalo Historical Society. See: Noah,
Mordecai Manual.

ARBA 'KANFOT: "Four-corners." The
garment is passed over the head, so that part
falls in front and part behind. To its four
corners are fastened the Zizit in the same
manner as to the Tallit. It is therefore also

called the tallit-katon. The Arba 'Kanfot, like

the tallit, is worn by males in pursuance of

Num. xv. 37-41 and Deut. xxii. 12. M. A.

ARBUES, PEDRO: Canonized by Pius
IX., in 1867, the Inquisitor under Torque-
mada so hated by the Jews and Maranos that
they attempted his assassination. He was b.

1441, and d. 1485, as the result of the wounds
inflicted on him.

ARCHEOLOGY: That branch of knowl-
edge which takes cognizance of past civiliza-

tions and investigates their history in all fields

by means of the art, architecture, monuments,
inscriptions, literature, language, implements,
customs, and all other examples which have
survived. The discoveries and investigations
of the past cent, in so far as they reflect on
Jewish history may be summarized and di-

vided as follows

:

Pre-Biblical.—The evidences of pre-historic
man found at Gezer, Megiddo, Jericho,
Ta'anach and Ophel, of early races that in-

habited Palestine through the Stone Age into
the Bronze Age, and the uncovering of a series

of successive civilizations, in stratum upon
stratum, in some places, shed light upon a re-

mote past which seems to have no bearing on
Jewish history. The discovery of the records
of an Assyrian people, called by archeologists
Sumerians, the unearthing of documents of
their city-states, imperial rule, lists of rulers,

their complex religion and codes, together
with the Amarna tablets, Phoenician inscrip-

tions, Hittite monuments, the uncovering of
Abraham's city, Ur, and a mass of similar

material are all regarded as covering a period
of about 2,000 years prior to Abraham, and
illustrative of the first chapters of Genesis.

Into this large collection may be grouped
the Babylonian tablets which parallel, with-
out being in agreement, the Genesis story of
the Creation, the Sabbath, the Fall of Man, the
Flood, the story of Noah and the Ark. The
third group of finds clusters around the Patri-

archal age. A Babylonian tablet (1965 b.c.e.)

mentions an Abraham (Abarama son of Awel-
Ishtar), who hired an ox and rented a farm;
the Amraphel of Gen. xiv. (Hammurapi,
king of the Westland), and the other kings
mentioned in that chapter. In records of 2161
to 2144 b.c.e. occur the names of Jacob-el and
Yakub, and Ya'k-b'-ra (1478-1446) as a city.
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Israel son of Rishznun is on a cylinder (2800-
2600). Joseph-el appears in a Babylonian busi-
ness document and an Egyptian story parallels
the Potiphar story, (Gen. xxxix. 1-20) details

the presence of a Semitic ruler at the Egyptian
court (Gen. xli. 1-26) and the report of a
famine has been found on a rock presumably
cut 117-89 b.c.e.

Biblical Period.—The Amarna letters and
the accounts of the Hittites are illuminative
of many phases of the period preceding the
history recorded in the Book of Exodus. The
legend of Sargon of Agade resembles the find-

ing of the infant Moses, and the pillar of
Mernephta (1225-1215 b.c.e.), regarded by
some as the Pharoah of the Exodus, mentions
the Hittites, Canaan, Gaza, Ascalon, and
contains the sentence, "Israel is desolated his

seed is not." Direct evidence of the Jewish
enslavement in Egypt, and the exodus has
hitherto not been found, but there are monu-
ments which are accepted as symbolic of that
narrative. At Susa, there was found in 1901-2
the code of Hammurapi, who ruled in Babylon
in 2104-2061 b.c.e. While this code, and that
of the Hittites and that of the Assyrians con-
tain many parallels to the Pentateuchal laws,
they differ so materially in underlying con-
cepts that there is no reason to assume the
premises maintained in the Bible-Babel con-
troversy that the Mosaic code is dependent
upon that of the Babylonian monarch. The
recent excavations at Jericho, Lachish, Gerar,
etc., throw new light on the conquest of Pales-
tine by the Hebrews. The uncovering of the
Eastern Wall of the City of David, Solomon's
repairs, and the finding of Hezekiah's wall (II

Chron. xxxii. 5) offer detailed illumination of

much thatis summarized in the Books of Kings.
In the same direction are the discoveries of

Solomon's elaborate stables at Megiddo, the
fortifications at Ta'anach, the fortress at Gi-

beah, the unearthing of the massive palaces
and temples of Omri and Ahab, Jezebel's
fortress in Samaria, the finding of Ahab's cus-

tom "tallies." The frequent mention in later

tribute lists of great luxuries, such as bed-
steads of ivory, elephant hides, rare and ex-
otic woods, much gold and ornaments, eluci-

dates our conception of the luxury that existed

in Palestine in the days of Solomon and his

successors, and which is insistently men-
tioned in the Bible. Political history as nar-
rated in the Scripture finds confirmation and
detail in Shishak (Sheshonk I. 952-954) men-
tioned I Kings xiv. 25-28, who reports the cap-
ture of 21 Palestinean towns. Shalmaneser
III. records his war with Ahab, the battle of
Qarqar, and the taking of tribute from Jehu
the son of Omri. The Moabite Stone, an in-

scription of Mesha, king of Moab, found in

1861, the most valuable of all the biblical finds,

relates in detail what is summarized in II

Kings hi., iv. So Tiglath-Pileser IV. details

II Kings xiv. 21, and xv. 1-27. Sargon (722-
705 b.c.e.) describes the capture of Samaria,
the enslaving of 27,290 captives (II Kings
xvii. 3-5) and the overthrow of Hamath and

Arpad (Isa. x. 9). In one of the cuneiform
tablets there is the suggestion of the sale of
the Ten Tribes. Sennacherib (705-681 b.c.e.)

tells of the conquest of the land of the Hittites,
the defeat of Hezekiah, the capture of 200,150
people, and lists the tribute accepted from
Hezekiah (II Kings xviii. 19, Isa. xxxvi.). The
Siloam inscription found in a conduit in Jeru-
salem relates to the same reign (II Kings xx.
20). Esarhaddon mentions King Manasseh as
his vassal (II Kings xx. 21). Ashurbanipal of
Assyria (668-626 b.c.e.) describes his third
campaign against Tyre. Nebuchadrezzar II.
(604-562 b.c.e.) relates his campaign in the
Lebanon, but no inscription concerning the
capture of Jerusalem has so far been found.

Exile and Post-Exilic Period.—Chronicles
have been found mentioning Belshazzar and
Cyrus though these do not refer to the Return
under Ezra and Nehemiah. The discovery, in

1895, at Elephantine, on the Nile, of many
papyri relating to a Jewish community and its

temple erected there, and a letter detailing the
observance of the Passover, all dated 494-400
b.c.e. was practically new information, though
regarded as clarification of Isa. xix. Beyond
the wealth of documents which suggest
parallels (of more ancient date) to verses in

Proverbs, the Song of Songs, etc., the direct
record of history is carried forward by the
unique discovery of the Ben Sirach mss. (Ec-
clesiasticus) throwing much light on life in the
Maccabean period. For this age the unearth-
ing at Gezer of John Hyrcanus' magnificent
palace, together with numerous coins con-
tinues the archeological narrative of Jewish
history to the Roman era.

Roman and Byzantine Periods.—Although
in a measure it may be said that the earliest ob-
jective of archeological research in Palestine
was the attempt to gather information on the
Herodian era, and from the discovery of the
Robinson Arch in Jerusalem onward, a good
deal of valuable information was collected, it is

only since the World War that systematic in-

vestigations have yielded what now makes a
fairly complete picture of Herodian Palestine.
The finding of Agrippa's wall, added to the
coins of the kings, the ruins of fortresses and
massive synagogs in Galilee, of tombs, sar-
cophagi, a few tombstone inscriptions, mo-
saics, mason marks, glassware, etc., present
considerable confirmation, as well as elabora-
tion of Josephus. Roman inscriptions found in

Syria, Palestine and Europe together with
coins and medallions have enhanced a hun-
dredfold the written information on the Jews
throughout the Roman and Byzantine eras,

whilst the ruins of cities unearthed in South-
ern Palestine and the Hauran provide knowl-
edge of life in some four hundred previously
unknown places.
No new material has been discovered relat-

ing to the Jews from c.450 to 900. From that
date Karaite records and Genizah mss. relat-

ing to the rise of the Gaonate in Palestine dur-
ing the Fatimite rule have done much to
throw new light on that period. The disputed
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discoveries in the Crimea are the only finds

that have added to the written knowledge of

Jewish history in Europe. The monuments
that exist, old synagogs, ornaments, etc., offer

little that is new. A vast mass of written

material exists, such as the records of the

Inquisition, and local histories, which require

patient and scientific investigation.

ARCHISYNAGOGUS: Synagog chief, a
term which first came into use during the
Roman era. It was applied in derision to

Alexander Severus. In the Babylonian Talmud
the word is translated, parnas, and as such had
vogue for the official now generally described
as the president of the congregation.

ARCHIVES ISRAELITES: A French
Jewish review founded in 1840, and which is

still published regularly.

ARCHON: Title of a member of the gov-
erning board of the independent communities
in the ancient Roman empire.

ARENDT, OTTO: Bimetalist; b. Berlin,

1854. He has for many years been recognized
as the leader of the German bimetalist move-
ment, and founded many organizations de-
voted to bimetalism. His "Die vertragsmaes-
sige Doppelwaehrung" is the standard Ger-
man book on the subject. In 1888 he was
elected a member of the Reichstag. In his

youth he accepted Christianity.

ARGENTINA: The Jewish settlement of
this South American Republic dates practi-
cally from the colonization movement founded
here in 1891 by Baron Maurice de Hirsch who
through the Jewish Colonization Association
purchased 600,000 hectares of land. Compared
with the 1,000 Jews settled prior to 1890, there
are today nearly 260,000 Jews in Argentina of
whom about 60 per cent, are settled in the
capital Buenos Aires. The rest are distributed
throughout the fourteen provinces of the
Republic. The principal communities are
located in Rosario de Santa Fe, Cordoba,
Mendoza, Bahia Blanca and Tucumen. Of
the urban Jews it is estimated that 20 per cent,

are professionals, and 20 per cent, laborers.
In the import business generally and in cereal
export, Jews play an important part. Politi-

cally the Jews experience no disabilities. In
1918 the first Jew was elected to the Chamber
of Deputies of the National Congress. The
same year a Jew was elected to the Buenos
Aires Provincial Chamber. During the World
War the Argentinian Jews raised a million
pesos for East European relief. Dr. David
Efron, born in the Argentine, is the first Jew
appointed on the staff of the University of
Buenos Aires. Recently the government has
discouraged mass immigration from Germany.

All the usual Jewish institutions are repre-
sented in the larger cities. In Buenos Aires
there are two monumental temples, two or-
phanages, and a large Jewish hospital. The
cost of these buildings amounts to about
$10,000,000, Argentinean. There are two Jew-
ish theaters, and two Yiddish dailies, the more

important being "Die Yiddische Zeitung." A
considerable number of reviews are published

in Yiddish and Spanish, the most influential

being the Zionist weekly, "Die Yiddische
Welt." The Zionist Federation, founded in

1910, has 70 branches scattered throughout
the country, with headquarters in Buenos
Aires under the chairmanship of Mr. Nathan
Gesang. Jewish youth has developed a large

group of cultural institutions in which the

National Idea is amply expressed by the "As-
sociacion Juventud Cultural Sionista," and the

athletic organization Maccabi. In 1932 She-
hita was forbidden in Bernasconi.
The 15 colonies founded by the ICA* are

located in the provinces of Buenos Aires,

Entre Rios, Santa Fe, and Santiago del

Estero. They are settled by 3,580 families,

approximately 20,000 souls. Of these about

2,500 families are in trade, or are artisansand
peons. The most important of the agricul-

tural settlements are: Mauricio, Rivera, Ber-
nasconi (Buenos Aires), Moises Ville (Santa
Fe), Basabilbasco, Clara and Dominguez
(Entre Rios), and Dora (Santiago del Estero).

M.T.

ARIA, LEWIS: Founder of a small college

given his name, in Portsea, England, for the

education of Jewish ministers; d. Portsea,

1874.

ARISTEAS, LETTER OF: This is a letter

purported to have been written by one Aris-

teas, an officer of the court of Ptolemy Phila-

delphus, giving an account of the compilation
of the Septuagint, c.278-280 b.c.e. Because of

several internal contradictions, it is certain

that the writer was not the official that he
claims to have been. The letter was probably
written by a Jewish scribe who made of him-
self a Greek courtier so as to have more au-
thority for his work, which is not to be re-

garded as an historical document, but which
has value as containing the then view of the

composition of the Septuagint. G. G. F.

ARISTOBULUS: Son of Herod the Great,

assassinated by his father's orders c.7 b.c.e

ARISTOBULUS I. (called Judah) : King
of Judea, the first of the Hasmoneans to as-

sume the title: son of John Hyrcanus; b. c.140:

d. 104 b.c.e. He was at first high priest, but
after imprisoning his mother, assumed the title

of king. He conquered much of the territory

abutting Judea, and converted the inhabitants
by force to Judaism. His coins do not con-
tain the title king, but "high priest, and the
Confederation (Haber) of the Jews."

ARISTOBULUS II. : King of Judea; b.

c.100: d. 49 b.c.e.; son of Alexander Jannaeus.
Obtained the throne by intrigue, Hyrcanus
being the rightful heir. The contest brought
Pompey to Jerusalem in 63 and Aristobulus
was taken prisoner to Rome. He was forced
to march in the front of Pompey's chariot in

the triumph held in Rome in 61. He escaped
from Rome and attempted to raise an insur-
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rection in Palestine, but was poisoned by
friends of Pompey.

ARISTOBULUS III.: Last of the Has-
moneans. He was drowned by Herod in

Jericho in 35 b.c.e.

ARITHMETIC: The computations in the
Scriptures show that reckoning was known
to the Hebrews. The use of the Hebrew let-

ters as numerals is ancient. In the 8th cent,

when Jewish mathematicians are mentioned
with frequency it became the practice to use
the Hebrew letter numerals for addition and
subtraction by writing them from left to right

in the same way as the Arabic numerals are

used.

ARIZONA: See: United States of America.

ARK: The receptacle or closet at the east

end of the synagog used to house the Scrolls of

the Law, and frequently referred to as the Holy
Ark. The building of an ark is first referred

to in Ex. xxv. 10, when Moses is directed to

build an ark of acacia wood for the housing of

the tablets on which the commandments were
written. This ark was to be an important
feature of the Holy of Holies. The idea was
elaborated in Solomon's temple (I Kings viii.

The description given by Tacitus as re-

ported by Pompey who entered the Holy of
Holies indicates that the Ark was not then in

existence. A legend relates that Jeremiah be-
fore the first fall of Jerusalem, buried the Ark
and its contents in Mount Sinai.

ARKANSAS: See: United States of Amer-
ica.

ARLOSOROFF, VICTOR HAIM: Labor
Zionist leader; b. Romny, Ukraine, 1899: as-
sassinated, Tel Aviv, Palestine, 1933. He spent
most of his youth in Germany, and settled in

Palestine in 1924 from which date he rapidly
became prominent in labor Zionist circles.

Though sharply critical of all phases of the
organization and all its activities he forged to
the front as propagandist and administrator.
He toured considerably in the interest of the
Keren Hayesod,* and whilst in this country
freely criticized the American organization.
He specialized on colonization and financial

problems, but in 1931 when he was elected a
member of the W. Z. O. Executive he took
charge of the political work in Palestine. He
was killed in the spring of 1933 after his return
from Germany which he had visited in order
to formulate a plan for the colonization, in

Palestine, of some thousands of victims of the
Hitler persecution.

ARMENIA: Territory on the south of the
Black Sea, which once comprised a kingdom,
and which is now divided between Turkey and
Soviet Russia. The Armenian historian Moses
of Chorene, who lived in the 5th cent, is the
principal authority for the accounts of Jewish
settlements in Armenia after the first captiv-
ity, and again for the account of the settlement
there of a large number of Jewish captives

brought by Tigranes. The figures quoted as
to the settlement of Jews in various Armenian
towns in the 4th cent, exceed any statistics

we possess of contemporary Jewish settle-

ment elsewhere. Some 500,000 Jews are re-

ported to have then been living in Armenia.
There are no references in Jewish history to

any such huge settlements, but according to

Hammer (Gesch. des Osmanischen Reiches)
in the middle of the 17th cent, there existed a
belief that a whole province of Armenia was
then occupied by Jews.
Very little is known of the Jews in the

region which stretches from the Baku Repub-
lic eastward to the Caspian range and south-
ward to Persia.

In the various regions of Azerbaijan, in the steppes
and on the summits of the rocky masses of the southern
Caucasus, one often sees small, dilapidated settlements
without the customary minaret or the cross of a Chris-
tian church. These are the temporary or permanent
settlements of the "Kipta" or the 'Bani Israel," as the
Jewish clans of Azerbaijan are called. The inhabitants
of these settlements, like the nomads of their race, wear
the usual costume of the country, are always armed, and,
work at _ agriculture wherever possible. Where agricul-
ture is impossible, these Jews, like the other clans of
the country, are shepherds, nomads, warriors, at time
even robbers, who plunder the caravans of the merchants
on the Persian border. Their neighbors look upon the
Jews as aborigines, not as strange immigrants. They
were in Azerbaijan even before the present Turanian
population migrated from the deserts of Turkestan and
Mongolia into the land of Zarathustra.

—

Essad Bey,
Blood and Oil in the Orient, New York, 1932.

ARMIES: See: World War.

ARMLEDER (LEATHER-ARM) PER-
SECUTIONS: During 1336-37 organized
bands of peasants, led by two noblemen, in-

flicted a bloody slaughter on the Jews of
Alsace and the Rhineland. The mob gave
themselves the name of "Leather-Arms." To
escape their fury, and avoid falling into the
hands of the church, thousands of Jews slew
their children and then committed suicide.

ARNHEIM, FISCHEL: Bavarian deputy;
b. Baireuth, Bavaria, 1812: d. there, 1864.
Arnheim was a lawyer and was elected to the
Bavarian legislature, after 1848.

ARNSTEIN, FANNY VON: Closely as-
sociated with the Mendelssohn group in Berlin
at the end of the 18th cent.; b. Berlin, 1757:
d. Vienna, 1818. Daughter of Daniel Itzig, a
banker, and married to Nathan Adam von
Arnstein, she was a recognized social leader
both in Berlin and Vienna, and did much for

Viennese charities. Fanny von Arnstein was
a woman of great beauty, and during her
widowhood a duel was fought about her be-
tween Carl, Prince of Lichtenstein and his

rival Freiherr von Weichs, who killed his op-
ponent. Her daughter became Baroness
Pereira-Arnstein.

ARON, HERMANN: Physicist; b. Kem-
pen, Germany, 1843: d. Berlin, 1913. For some
years he was a privat-dozent at the Berlin
University, but abandoned teaching for prac-
tical work in the field of electricity in which
he was an accepted authority. He developed
the theory of condensors, the microphone,
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accumulators, and wrote on the influence

of atmospheric electricity on cables, etc. He
is the reputed discoverer of the practical appli-

cation of the Hertzian waves, from which
"wireless" was developed, for in 1880 he used
unconnected telephones to send and receive

signals across the Wannsee, Germany. He
reported on these experiments at the Inter-

national Electric Exposition in Vienna in 1883.

Though the inventor of wireless signalling,

and of other valuable instruments, he was
never known to any large public, contenting
himself with the management of a factory at

Charlottenburg where he manufactured his

perfected electric meters.

ARONSON, RUDOLPH: Theatrical man-
ager, who introduced the "roof garden" for

amusement purposes in New York in 1880; b.

New York, 1856: d. there, 1919. Aronson
achieved his first popularity in the old Madi-
son Square Garden.

ARRAGEL, MOSES: Translator of the
Bible into Castilian. At the behest of Don
Luis de Guzman, Arragel spent five years
compiling his translation which was presented
in Toledo, in 1430. The translation which is

known as the "Bible of Olivares" is still pre-

served in Madrid. It is richly illuminated with
miniatures. Arragel's picture in the illumina-

tion depicting the presentation to Don Luis is

one of the oldest likenesses of a Jew in exist-

ence.

ARTOM, ISAAC: Associate of Cavour; b.

Asti, Piedmont, 1829: d. Rome, 1900. Poet and
prose writer, Artom in his youth took part in

the revolution against Austria in 1848, and
rose to the position of secretary of Cavour.
From 1862 to 1877, Artom was an important
figure in the Italian Foreign Office. In the
latter year he was elected Senator of the
Italian Parliament, the first Jew to hold that
office.

ARTS: It has been observed that excepting
the Siloam inscription—placed where but for
chance no eye would have seen it—the ancient
Hebrews, unlike their Egyptian, Assyrian and
Phoenician neighbors, left no monumental
records, therefore no evidence of their inter-

est or ability in the plastic arts, except some
pottery, signet rings, etc. More recent arch-
eological exploration may revise this conclu-
sion for there is slowly being traced by
Hebrew mason marks, what may be a distinct

pre-exilic type of Hebrew architecture. The
command in Exodus xx. 4, "thou shalt not
make unto thee a graven image," exhibited
either a native resistance to sculpture and
painting, or was an inhibition powerful
enough to influence the Hebrews against the
representation of the human and animal
form, as it much later influenced the Arabs to
the same end.
The Greeks brought to perfection arts with

which the Sumerians were familiar fully 2,000
years before Athens arose. The bitter language
of Ezekiel viii. 10, "behold every detestable

form of creeping things and beasts, and all the
idols of the house of Israel portrayed upon the
wall round about," describes painting as well
as idolatry. Whether the prophet was merely
mentally transferring the usages of his Baby-
lonian environment to his own people, or
whether he was describing the actual practices
of Jerusalem, only chance discovery can clarify.

The Astartes and other idols so far discovered
in Palestine are crude and inferior in artistry

to similar idols found elsewhere. Religiously
the Jews were confined in the decorative arts

to the use of fruit designs, and geometric lines:

the pottery finds follow this injunction. The
golden grape vine described by Josephus and
others indicates that the Jews brought the
jeweler's art to a high state of perfection, but
comparatively few traces of it have so far been
found. The intense opposition to all the Hel-
lenic arts—sculpture, painting, and the drama
—was exhibited in its most bitter form in the
final struggle against the Herodian monarchs
and the Roman procurators who endeavored
to introduce the symbols, cults and customs of
Imperial Rome. By that time the aversion to
the plastic arts had become a political as well
as a religious issue, and influenced Jewish
mentality for some centuries. On the other
hand, Nero had his Jewish actors, and to the
end of the Byzantine rule in Palestine there
were Jewish playwrights, actors, mummers
and dancers.
By that date Palmyra had developed much

art which seems in some degree of Jewish
workmanship, and Graetz relates that aversion
to pictures had ceased in Jewish homes.
The discovery, by the Yale expedition, at

Dura-Europos, Palestine, March, 1933, of the
walls of a synagog, with frescoes, and the
ceiling covered with painted tiles, completed
about 244, not only confirms this statement,
and what has been suggested above, but it is

contended by the discoverers, that the scenes
depicted, relating to the Exodus and the Giv-
ing of the Law, "reveal that Christian Church
art borrowed from the Jewish its style, com-
position and subject matter."

In the oldest illuminated Hebrew mss. de-
signs are limited to intricate lines, and the
Hagadah, almost the first book in which wood-
cuts were used, remains the favorite medium
for illustration with human figures. The Jew-
ish resistance, as with the Arabs, extended
to portraiture, so that except the slaves on the
Titus Arch, and a single coin with a king's
head, there exists no likeness of a Jew older
than that of Moses Arragel, in the illumination
depicting the presentation of his Castilian

translation of the Bible in 1430 to Don Luis
de Guzman, and the clearer portrait of Daniele
Norsa (1495) in the celebrated "Madonna of

Victory" the cost of which the Mantua banker
was forced to pay. Thereafter, as in the Gracia
de Mendesia medallion the aversion to portrai-

ture weakened.

The cultivation of the arts among Jews is a

post-emancipation development. From 1850
Jews quickly developed as sculptors, painters
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and engravers. About 1898, as a broadening
out of the Zionist national concept, there wae
developed a school of Jewish Art. Its most
brilliant exponent was the illustrator Ephraim
M. Lilien,* who brought into what had been
evolved by the English black and white artist,

Beardsley, symbolism which was unmistak-
ably Jewish. Scores of artists associated them-
selves in this Jewish Art School, though each
followed his own mannerism. Its character-
istic is realism. The contrast is as between
Sargent's monkish "Prophets," and Lesser
Ury's * "Jeremiah crouching sorrowfully over
the loss of Jerusalem," Butensky's "Hillel and
Shammai," Joseph Israel's "Son of an Ancient
People," etc. To this effort to express Jewish
life and thought in art Boris Schatz* added the
unique impulse of organizing in Jerusalem in

1910 the Bezalel school which endeavored to
cover the whole range of industrial and fine

arts, and which has brought about an orient-
alization as against a ghetto expression in

silver-work, painting, illustration and general
design. This influence can best be seen in the
voluptuous, illustrated editions of the Song of
Songs which have been published in Jeru-
salem in recent years^ and which bear closer
relation to the rich coloring of old Persian art

than to anything in vogue in Europe.

'ARUK: Hebrew for dictionary. The first

biblical dictionary was written in the 12th
cent, by Solomon ibn Parhon of Aragon, but
a dictionary of the Talmud was attempted
three centuries earlier by Zemach b. Paltiel of
Pumbedita.

ASA: Third king of Judah; reigned 917-876
b.c.e. Asa is referred to in Kings xv. 7-9 and
11-15, and in II Chronicles xiv. and xv. He is

credited with reform in religious matters. He
called in Ben-Hadad of Syria in his struggle
with the kingdom of Israel.

ASCAMA: Sephardic term used to desig-
nate the rules governing congregations.

ASCH, SHOLOM: Novelist; b. Poland,
1880; began his literary career as Hebrew and
Yiddish writer in 1900. He came to America
in 1910 and joined the staff of the "Vorwarts."
He has published, "The Village," 1903; "God
of Vengeance," 1905; "Mary," 1908; "Motke
the Vagabond," 1914; "Kiddush Hashem,"
1918; "Mother," 1924. A considerable number
of Asch's novels have been translated into

Russian, German, Polish and English, the lat-

est being "Three Cities," an elaborate novel
on Czarist Russia, 1933.

ASCHER, JOSEPH: Composer; b. Groni-
gen, Holland, 1829: d. London, 1869. Com-
poser of the well-known song "Alice Where
Art Thou?".

ASCHERSON, PAUL: Botanist; b. Berlin,
1834: d. there, 1913. In 1873 being baptized he
became professor of botany at the University
of Berlin. In the same year he joined Rohlf's
expedition to the Libyan coast, and in 1887
explored, botanically, the Egyptian desert.
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Besides reports on these expeditions he con-
tributed to and edited a number of technical
botanic publications.

ASCOLI, GRAZIADIO ISAIAH: Italian
philologist; b. Gorice, Austria, 1829: d. 1907.
One of the founders of the modern science of
philology whose study of the Velar gutturals
contributed to the development of Italian and
Oriental languages and achieved international
recognition.

ASHAMNU: Opening word of the confes-
sion recited in orthodox synagogs during the
Atonement services, and accompanied word
for word by the beating of the breast. In form
it is an alphabet of transgressions. It is of
Talmudic origin, about the 1st cent.

ASHER: Eighth son of Jacob (Gen. xxx.
10) and founder of the tribe of Asher. The
tribal allotment was in Galilee on the coast to
Sidon, but as the northern extension was oc-
cupied by Manasseh the territory of the tribe
was largely located in the plain of Jezreel.

ASHER, ASHER: 19th cent. English com-
munal worker; b. Glasgow, Scotland, 1827: d.

London, 1889. A physician by training, he be-
came, in 1871, first secretary of the United
Synagog, having prior to that served in several
communal positions. He was generally re-
garded as the guiding spirit in the communal
benefactions of the Rothschild family. In the
'seventies, with Samuel Montagu, he visited
Palestine and wrote a long report on local
Jewish conditions.

ASHER, DAVID: German author; b. Dres-
den, 1818: d. Leipsic, 1899. A linguist of un-
usual ability, he wrote both in German and
English on a varied list of topics, which in-
cluded "Outlines of the Jewish Religion," and
an English translation of the Selihot.

ASHER B. JACOB HALEVI: 13th cent.
Prussian Talmudic lexicographer. His "aruk"
was the basis for Buxtorf's more celebrated
work on the Hebrew language.

ASHER, JOSEPH MAYER: Rabbi; b.

Manchester, England, 1872: d. New York,
1909. He was descended from a rabbinical
family and studied in England and Germany,
receiving his rabbinical diploma in Suwalk,
Poland, after attending the Yeshibah of
Kovno. He was professor of Homelectics at
the Jewish Theological Seminary of America
after having acted for four years as Judical
Assessor for all Jewish causes in the courts
of his native Manchester. He was also
preacher in New York of Congregation B'nai
Jeshurun and was reputed for his stern ortho-
dox views, and scholarly attainments.

ASHI: Amora who reestablished the au-
thority of the Academy of Sura; b. 352: d. 427.

Ashi was the first editor of the Babylonian
Talmud. He held office as head of the acad-
emy for 52 years. He inherited wealth and
did much not only for scholarship but for the

development of the local community. His
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influence prevailed for two centuries follow-

ing his death.

ASHIRAH: First words of Moses' "Song
of the Sea" (Ex. xv.) which is included in the

liturgy of the morning prayers.

ASHKENAZ: Popular designation of Ger-
manic Jews. Ashkenaz is mentioned Gen. x. 3.

Its application to Germany is known from the

Middle Ages. It is also used to distinguish

the specific ritual, and form of pronouncing
Hebrew used by Jews in north central Europe.

ASHKENAZI, BEHOR: Political adviser

to Abdul Ahmid II.; b. Constantinople, 1840:

d. there, 1909. He was made a member of the

council of state by Aziz in 1869, he held office

till his retirement in 1899.

ASHKENAZI, ELIEZER: First rabbi of

whom it is related that he held office in Fama-
gusta, Cyprus. Ashkenazi was b. in the Levant,
1512: d. Cracow, 1585. He traveled consider-
ably, but his writings which deal with Tal-
mudic matters include no diary or travel book.

See: Cyprus.

ASHKENAZI, MEIR, OF KAFFA
(Crimea) : Envoy of the Tatar-khan. He
was killed by pirates on a voyage from Genoa
to Egypt in 1567, while engaged on a mission
to the king of Poland.

ASHKENAZI, SOLOMON B. NATHAN:
Diplomatic agent of Sultan Selim II. of
Turkey (1566-1574), Ashkenazi, b. c.1520: d.

Constantinople, 1602, a descendant of a Ger-
man family domiciled in Italy was first physi-
cian to Sigismund II., czar of Poland. He
came into great political prominence in Tur-
key, first as the agent of the Grand Vizir,

and later as the personal adviser of the
Sultan, succeeding Joseph Nasi, in this posi-
tion. To him is attributed the election of

Henri of Anjou as king of Poland in 1572.

He figures still more largely in the French
state papers relating to Venice for when in

1576 he was appointed by Amurath III.

(1574-1595) to negotiate a peace with the
Venetians the latter refused to receive the

Jew. The Sultan, however, insisted and Ash-
kenazi was received and signed the peace.
He interfered in the interest of his fellow

Jews with the Sultan, and his wife's services

were also recognized by the monarch.

ASHKENAZI, ZEBI HIRSCH: Chief
rabbi of Amsterdam (1710 to 1713); b. Mo-
ravia, 1658: d. Lemberg, 1718. Educated in

part in Alt-Ofen, Hungary, and in Salonica
he became a Sephard and took the title of

Haham, and had an adventurous career. He
was in turn rabbi in Serbia and in Altona, and
was called to Amsterdam in 1710. Ashkenazi
supported the then defunct and hated teach-
ings of Shabbethai Zebi.* Therefore, instead
of exercising his office as chief rabbi of Am-
sterdam he was placed under the ban by his

own congregation in 1713. In 1714 he fled with
Solomon Norden de Lima to Emden in Han-
over, only to be called to the office of Haham

in London. He declined this office and ended
his career as an official of the Hamburg com-
munity, though his last days were spent in

Galicia. His heresies aroused great storms,
but he was held in great reverence because
his character was above reproach.

ASHKENAZIM: Term applied to German
Jews, or to all those Jews who follow the
Minhag * Ashkenaz. As applied to Germany
Ashkenaz appears in the letter of Ibn Shap-
rut * to the Chazar,* King Joseph, and it was
used in the Hebrew literature of the 11th cent.

to denote either Germany or German Jew.
A serious attempt has been made from time

to time by anti-Semites to discover racial dif-

ferences between the Ashkenazim and the
Sephardim.* There is, however, no warrant
for such assertions. The divisions which
found their expression in social customs,
ritual differences, and in the pronunciation of

Hebrew, are wholly environmental in their

origin. The first expulsion from France, in

1306, broke the natural alignment between
the Spanish-Provencal-French-Lorraine Jews.
The exiles were forced into Germany, and
gradually spread into Bohemia, Hungary,
etc. Germany thus became a new base, and
so gradually all the Jews in central Europe
were called Ashkenazim. The expulsions from
Germany forcing the Jews eastward created
the third distinction, ritualistically Minhag
Polen, and in geographic terminology "Ost
Juden," or East-European Jews.

ASHKINASI, MIKHAIL OSIPOVICH:
One of the early advocates of the "Back to the
land movement" among the Jews; b. Odessa,
1851. Early in the '80s he advocated in

Russia a return of the Jews to agriculture as

a means of economic betterment. In 1887 he
settled in Paris and devoted himself to writ-

ing Russian and French.

ASHMODAI: Hebrew or Aramaic name
for the Devil; is first referred to in the Book
of Tobit.

ASIYAH: Cabalistic term describing the
world in the making. One of four spiritual

worlds, the other three being, Azilut, Beriah
and Yezirah.

ASKENAZY, SIMON: Representative of
Poland at the League of Nations (1920-22);
b. Poland, 1867; emigrated to Switzerland in

1914 after having gained a reputation as a his-

torian of the Polish Kingdom. Leader of the
Jewish assimilationists in Poland, he was sent
to represent Poland at the Council of the
League of Nations in 1920. His office was re-

confirmed and he became president of the
Delegation at the League Assembly, but in

1922 he was recalled primarily because the
University of Warsaw was opposed to the
country being represented by a Jew. His writ-

ings deal mainly with 18th and 19th cent.

Polish history.

ASKNAZI, ISAAC LVOVICH: Painter;

b. Vitebsk, 1856: d. Moscow, 1902. Asknazi
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painted a considerable number of biblical and
Jewish subjects. The best known is the "Jew-
ish Wedding." He received many medals for
his works and exhibited in the European
capitals. He was a strictly devout Jew and
from his student days declined to work at his

art on the Sabbath.

ASSEFAT HANIVHARIM: Assembly of
Deputies. Title assumed by the Palestinean
College of Electors on the initiative of the
Wa'ad Zemani, and elected by direct and
secret ballot in April and May, 1920. Out of
28,765 persons registered, 20,160 voted. They
elected 322 delegates divided as follows: Ah-
dut Ha'avoda, 70; Sefardim, 54; Orthodox, 51;
Hapoel Haza'ir, 41; Colonists, 16; Progres-
sives, 13; Yemenites, 12; Mizrachi, 11; the
rest scattered. The Assefat Hanivharim
elect the members of the Wa'ad Leumi. In
the 1925 elections 13 women, and 15 Zionist
Revisionists were elected, the other parties
retaining their respective positions. The
third session was held in 1932, 71 representa-
tives were present.

ASSER CAREL: Dutch jurist; b. Amster-
dam, 1780: d. there, 1836. He was one of the
founders of Felix Libertate, a society which
struggled for the emancipation of the Jews in

Holland at the end of the 18th cent. He re-

ceived a judicial appointment in 1815 which
he held till his death.

ASSER, TOBIAS MICHAEL CAREL:
Dutch jurist, and member of a distinguished
Jewish family of the Netherlands; b. Amster-
dam, 1838: d. 1913. In 1862 he was called to
the chair of jurisprudence in the University of
Amsterdam. He was frequently honored by
the Crown for his legal attainments. He took
a conspicuous part in the development of inter-

national law.

ASSON, MICHELANGELO: Italian
medical author; b. Verona, 1802: d. Venice,
1877. Having served during the 1849 rebellion,

Asson was appointed professor of anatomy in

Venice in 1857. He had to his credit over 120
medical essays and treatises.

ASTROLOGY: Although Persian influence
affected thejews so considerably that angel-
ology was introduced into Judaism through
the contact formed during the Captivity, there
is every evidence that the Jews were not
moved to accept astrological superstitions till

after 70. Both Josephus and Tacitus call atten-
tion to the lack of superstition among the
Jews, and to their refusal to accept signs and
wonders in the skies. The Sibylline Books
make the same report, but approvingly. The
Romans were both adepts and believers in

the Chaldean science, and the Jews became
more interested in it during the development
of the Talmud. In the Middle Ages the Jews
were credited with being experts at the art,

and there exists a wide literature on the

subject in Hebrew. Some of the presumed
Jewish adepts were, however, astronomers, to

whom popular opinion ascribed all sorts of

powers and interest. This seems to have been
particularly true of the great Rabbi Low of
Prague. Jewish teachings are averse to all

sorts of divination, prognostication, etc., but
the Hebrew greeting "Mazzal tob" is a rem-
nant of astrological superstition.

ASTRONOMY: Stars and planets are
mentioned in the Bible. The use of a dial

—

the first reference in any literature to the exist-
ence of a sun clock—in II Kings xx. 9-11,
points to knowledge of the movement of the
planets and an ability to calculate the length
of shadows as applied to a fixed area. That the
Jews accepted the pre-Copernican theory that
the stars move about the earth, seems clear
from the language employed in all descriptions
of the motion of the sun and the moon, but as
this form of simile, suggesting that the earth
stands still, is even today very popular it is

not conclusive evidence as to the knowledge
of scholars in ancient times.
The accepted explanation of the two-day

festivals—two days of New Year, etc.—as
due to the watching and reporting of the ris-
ing of the new moon, suggests that in early
Talmudic times the Jewish knowledge of
astronomy was extremely rudimentary,
though one rabbi boasts that he knew the ways
of the stars better than he knew the streets
of his home town. In the early Middle Ages
Jews became famous as astronomers and
wrote considerably on the subject in Hebrew,
and later in other languages. The greatest
Jewish astronomer in the 19th cent, was Sir
William Herschell. The names of about one
hundred Jewish astronomers of some impor-
tance have been recorded since the beginning
of the 11th cent.

ASTRUC DE LEON: In 1436 a Jew of Aix
in Provence was accused of having blas-
phemed the name of the mother of Jesus, and
a fine of 100 livres was imposed upon him for
this crime. But the populace considered this
punishment too light, and demanded and ob-
tained his death; and, not content even with
this, a wholesale massacre of the Jews was be-
gun. The execution of Astruc took place near
the Church of the Oratory. It is related that
20,000 livres were offered by the Jews as a ran-
som for the accused, and that finally he was
executed by disguised noblemen of Aix. Joseph
Ha-Kohen, in his "Emek ha-Baka" states that
in this uprising of the populace 74 Jews ac-
cepted baptism.

ASTRUC, JEAN: Founder of modern bib-
lical criticism; b. Sauve, France, 1684: d. Paris,
1766; a Catholic. Impressed by the fact that
in Genesis the divine name "Elohim" ("God")
was used, also the divine name "Yhwh" ("the
Lord"), he advanced the hypothesis that there
originally existed a number of isolated docu-
ments, which Moses separated and then re-

arranged. Astruc thus accounted for the

two narratives (Elohistic and Jahvistic) and
for the repetitions and antichronisms. Astruc's
hypothesis was further developed by Johann
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Gottfried Eichhorn who was the first to use
the term "the Higher Criticism."

ATHENS: Capital of Greece. The first pre-
sumed settlement of Jews in Athens goes back
to 300 b.c.e. Josephus mentions the full

contact between Palestinean Jewry and
Athens in his day, thus confirming the refer-

ences in Philo to the same subject. The Athe-
nians erected a statue in honor of Berenice,
the sister of Julius Agrippa and the mistress
of Titus, in recognition of her descent "from
great kings who were benefactors of the city."

Athenian Jewry after that disappeared en-
tirely from the record. The present commu-
nity was settled by a few immigrants of Ger-
man and Levantine extraction after 1850.
Athens has witnessed a considerable post-war
Jewish immigration. Some Athenian Jews
have been elected to parliament.

ATHIAS, JOSEPH B. ABRAHAM: 17th
cent, printer of Amsterdam; b. Spain: d. Am-
sterdam, 1700. Athias played an important
part in the development of the printing art in

Holland. He had his own types cut, and these
are still preserved.

ATONEMENT, DAY OF: Instituted Lev.
xvi, to be observed on the 10th day of the sev-
enth month, as a complete fast. Its actual ob-
servance is only indirectly alluded to in the
Pentateuch, whereas it became the key of Ju-
daic observances in the Maccabean era, and
has so continued to the present day. The five

services, Kol Nidre, Shaharith, Musaf, Min-
chah and Neilah, are religiously and artisti-

cally a complete exposition of the Jewish
attitude on the relationship of man to God, and
to his fellow humans, on sin and atonement;
combining in the Abodah the Temple service,

in the confessions the Mishnaic catalog of
transgressions, and in the Kol Nidre and the
Unetanneh Tokef the religious and spiritual

concepts of the Middle Ages.
See: Abodah, Kol Nidre and Neilah.

ATTAH HORE'TA: Popular collection of
biblical verses recited in the Askenazic ritual

on Simchas Torah before the procession of
scrolls.

AUB, JOSEPH: American oculist; b. Cin-
cinnati, 1846: d. there, 1888. One of the first to
use the electro-magnet for removing foreign
substances from the eye.

AUBRIOT, HUGUES: Provost of Paris
in the 14th cent, who championed the cause of
the Jews. On that account he was after 1380
imprisoned in the Bastille. He was released by
a mob which however in 1382 pillaged and
massacred the Jews.

AUER, LEOPOLD: Violin virtuoso and
teacher; b. Veszprem, Hungary, 1845: d. New
York, 1930. He studied under Joachim and was
orchestral leader in Dusseldorf, 1863-65. From
1868 to 1917 he was professor of violin at the
conservatory of Petrograd. His most cele-

brated pupils are Elman, Zimbalist and Hei-
fetz. After the Russian revolution in 1920 he

came to America and established his studio in

New York. In 1925 his 80th birthday was cel-
ebrated by a gala concert at Carnegie Hall in
which his most famous pupils participated in
the program. W. F.

AUERBACH, BARUCH: Founder of the
Orphanage named for him in Berlin; b. Posen,
1793: d. Berlin, 1864. The son of poor parents,
he began his career as a foster father of or-
phans in 1833, and developed the institution
referred to above.

AUERBACH, BERTHOLD: German
novelist whose conflict with anti-Semitism
made the tragedy of his life; b. Nordstetten,
1812: d. Cannes, France, 1882. Although in his
student days Auerbach suffered imprisonment
for his democratic views, at the height of his
career as novelist and writer he was regarded
as an intense German patriot, who though he
had written on Jewish themes was one of the
outspoken exponents of the blending of the
German cultural elements, rather than pro-
foundly interested in Jewish problems. This
view is characteristic of his effusions during
the Franco-Prussian war. The nationalistic
and anti-Jewish attitudes which in Germany
followed the war with France, thoroughly dis-
turbed his outlook on life. The raising of the
Blood Accusation * in Russia was equally a
shock to him. For a time he struck back at
anti-Semitism * which included in its propa-
ganda attacks on the novelist who had come
to be identified with the quintessence of Ger-
manism. In despair he retired to Cannes, and
according to some either committed suicide or
died broken in spirit as a consequence of the
virulent anti-Semitic campaign then in prog-
ress.

To realize the bitterness of this reaction it

must be understood that at the height of his
career Auerbach was recognized as the ideal
type of Jew who had personally perfected an
intellectual assimilation with all that German
culture represented. His novels for the most
part are essentially German themes, and his
only work of importance that is well known
outside Germany is a five-volume life and
translation of all the writings of Spinoza, pub-
lished in 1842.

AUERBACH, LEOPOLD: German biolo-
gist; b. Breslau, 1828: d. there, 1897. His re-
searches published in 1874, materially ad-
vanced the knowledge of cell-life and cell-

structure.

AUGUSTI, FRIEDRICH ALBRECHT:
Baptized Jew whose original name was Her-
schel, and whose writings had a reputation in
Germany in the 18th cent.; b. Frankfort-on-
the-Oder, 1691: d. Eschberge, 1782. Augusti
was a professor and clergyman in Gotha. He
wrote on the mystery of the River Sambation
and on the history of the Karaites. As a con-
vert and an author on theological matters,
which in his day had great vogue, he was
favored with much attention and his biography
was published in 1867.
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AURUM CORONARIUM: Roman name
for the tax paid by the Jews of Rome for the
maintenance of the Palestinean patriarchate.
This tax which was also called "apostole"
was never popular.

AUSTERLITZ: Moravian town in which
Jews were settled at the beginning of the 12th
cent. The Jews were early engaged in the
oriental spice trade and it was one of the few
towns in which Jews were permitted to remain
during the era of persecution. Several Jewish
synods were held there, and for its tolerance
toward the Jews it was often referred to as the
"White City."

AUSTRALIA: The Jewish population of
Australia is estimated at 21,615 which is an in-

crease of only 5,000 over the 1900 figures. The
Jews reside in Melbourne, Sydney, Adelaide,
Ballarat, Brisbane, Bendigo, Perth, etc. Jews
settled in Sydney in 1817, a burial ground was
purchased in 1820, and a congregation organ-
ized in 1844. The Adelaide community was
founded in 1840; that of Ballarat followed the
discovery of gold in 1851, and that of Perth
occurred after the gold rush of 1892.

The Australian Jewish community is inmany
respects unique. It is essentially English, with
an influx of Anglo-Dutch cigarmakers, and in

later decades of east European Jews. In num-
bers Australian Jewry has always been small,
whereas in Melbourne the ratio of intermar-
riage has been reported as large. Individually
the Jews in Australia have not only enjoyed
full political equality, but they have risen to

the highest stations in the government of the
country. Probably nowhere else in the world
have the Jews gained so many posts of public
honor and held them so continuously. They
were amongst the industrial pioneers of Aus-
tralia, founding many of its industries, and
some of its towns. Every capital city, and
nearly all the small towns have had Jewish
mayors. A considerable number were mem-
bers of the provincial parliaments, and are now
seated in the Federal parliament. This was
particularly true of New South Wales. Its

chief justice and agent general were Jews. In
1924 J. Cohen was appointed Attorney General
of Victoria. South Australia too had a Jewish
premier. The Jews were particularly active in

the federalization of Australia, and this per-
haps contributed to the personal success of

men like Sir John Monash, the leading Jewish
general in the Allied armies during the World
War, and of Sir Isaac Isaacs * who has held
every possible government post and is now
Governor General by the vote of the Common-
wealth.

Religiously the Australian Jews have re-

mained loyal to Anglo-Jewish orthodoxy.
They have contributed freely to the art and
cultural development of the Antipodes. Since

1870 they have maintained a Jewish weekly,

now the "Jewish Weekly News," with a Yid-

dish supplement. Australian sentiment since

the beginning of this cent, has been averse to

non-British immigration, and is restrictive

even in this respect. In March, 1930, a com-
plete ban was enacted on European immigra-
tion, and only the wives and children of resi-

dents have since been permitted to settle.

Australian Jews take an active interest in in-

ternational Jewish affairs and most of the
world organizations are represented there.

There are congregations at Adelaide, Bal-
larat, Bendigo, Brisbane, Broken Hill, Carl-
ton, Geelong, Hobart (Tasmania), Kalgoorlie,
Melbourne, Newcastle, Perth and Sydney.
See: Melbourne.

AUSTRIA: The 1919 division of the Aus-
trian empire limits the republic of Austria to
the Tyrol, Carinthia, Styria, Upper and Lower
Austria. This practically confines Jewish his-

tory to Innsbruck, Salzburg, Linz, and Vienna.
Of these Styria, Vienna, and some notable
places have been sketched separately.
Myths allege Jewish settement co-eval with

the Jewish kingdoms. Such conditions have
however no warrant in knowable fact. The
Oestreich, or Eastern Mark of the Germanic
empire did not emerge till c.800 as a means of
defense against Asiatic hordes. Vienna (Vin-
dobonna) as capital of Pannonia was founded
by the Romans in 14 b.c.e., when they con-
quered the Norici who had subdued the Tau-
risci Celts. During the 5th and 6th cent.

Austria was swept by Vandals, Goths, Huns,
Lombards, Avari, and Eno. Charlemagne
brought the territory under formal occupation,
and the first reference to Jews dates to Louis
the Child (899-911). More detailed references
center around Vienna in the 12th cent., Mora-
via and Brunn in the 15th cent., and Innsbruck
in the 16th cent. There were some notable
rabbis in Vienna in the early period. The im-
perial policy was generally unfavorable to the
Jews. They were to be held in everlasting
servitude "for having killed Jesus." In 1238
they became "servi camerse,*' and this condi-
tion, except that the Jews were frequently
sold as taxable resources to bishops and no-
bles, lasted to within modern times. They
were in addition constantly restricted in pro-
portion to the actual enforcement of the de-
crees of the Lateran Council, the power of the
clericals, and the whims and needs of rulers.

When in 1276 Rudolph of Hapsburg became
the ruler of Austria he claimed the Jews as
his own, and it was not till 1331 that they were
ceded to the dukes, and later to the archbish-
ops and other nobles. The Jews suffered in

1338 from the Armleder persecutions, and in

1349 from the Black Death massacres. Tot-
briefe * confiscations started in 1362, and im-
prisonment and further confiscations in 1370.

Documents relating to confiscations and the
ransom of victims of these exactions still

exist. In 1378 the dukes renewed their prom-
ise of protection, but in 1379 new methods of

confiscation were devised, and the occupations
of Jews restricted. A new charter was issued

to the Jews in 1396, but it restricted those of

Linz and elsewhere to the business of usury.

They could own no land, nor engage in trade.

In 1406 the Vienna synagog was burned and
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the Jewish quarter sacked by a mob. In 1420
they were charged with aiding the Hussite
heresy. All the Jews were thereupon impris-
oned, the property of the wealthy confiscated
and the poor expelled. Nevertheless during
the period Austria developed some Talmudists
and physicians.

1420 to 1787.—The expulsion which began
in 1420 was gradually made effective through-
out the state, although there were temporary
lulls in which Jews returned, or moved from
one province to another. The expulsion from
Carinthia and Styria took place in 1496, both
provinces indemnifying the Emperor Maxi-
milian for the loss in Jew taxes. Laibach ex-
pelled them in 1515. There were a whole
series of Austrian expulsion orders, 1544, 1561,
1572, 1575, 1597, etc., and many of these were
technically in force to 1848. Few of them were
however completely operative. In 1624 the
Jews were assigned residence in Vienna, and
a ghetto was established; in 1652 however the
Jews of Lower Austria purchased relief from
an expulsion order for 35,000 florins. In 1670
the Jews of this province, of Upper Austria
and of Vienna were expelled. This expulsion
which was carried out on July 25, 1670, proved
disastrous to the commerce of Vienna, and in

1673 the Jews were permitted to return to
Moravia.
In 1683 the Jews were necessary to the gov-

ernment for the financing of the war with Tur-
key and the resettlement of Vienna began
with the bankers Samuel Oppenheim * and
Samson Wertheimer.* The populace was how-
ever hostile to individual Jews, and the small
communities suffered considerably. Maria
Theresa who was inimical to the Jews in 1744
issued an edict expelling them from Bohemia,
Silesia, and Moravia. In 1760 she ordered
beardless Jews to wear a badge, and she insti-

tuted the system of limiting the Jewish popu-
lation of Vienna, Prague, etc., to a fixed num-
ber of males. Joseph II. in 1781 abolished the
distinctive dress, and the poll-tax, and in 1782
issued his famous "Toleranzpatent," which
was the precursor of Jewish emancipation in

Europe. In 1787 the Jews were ordered to as-
sume family names, and to serve in the army.

1790 to 1914.—An attempt was made in

1790 to reintroduce the "servi camerse" laws.
Though this failed other restrictions were
adopted and in 1815 the Jews were expelled
from Laibach. In 1817 the Vienna Jews were
however permitted to erect a "Tempel," and
thereafter the restrictions were reduced. The
Jewish oath was abolished in 1846. The com-
munities had in the meantime grown, and in-

dividuals began to take a share in public life.

They were prominent in the revolution of
1848 which produced the greatest political

changes. The Jews gained intellectually and
some of their most notable men, like Jellinek,*
came to the fore in this period. But in 1849,
1851, 1853, and 1855 new restrictions were in-

troduced, and the success of the clericals in

the last-named year undid most of the politi-

cal advance. The defeat of Austria by Italy

in 1859 effected a great political change in the
empire. In 1860 the Jews were permitted to
own real estate, and two Jews were elected to
the Landtag. Finally the constitution of Dec.
21, 1867, emancipated the Jews of German
Austria. Certain restrictions however re-
mained there and elsewhere in the empire.
The emancipation threw the Jews into the

arms of the Liberals and although they rose
rapidly to influence and position, to wealth and
culture, this freedom proved to be only a good
breathing spell. They fell with the Liberals.
The Christian Socialist movement was start-
ed, and under Lueger Vienna was not only a
hotbed of anti-Semitism, and its University
the scene of constant disturbance, but Austria
was a center of anti-Semitic propaganda of
the most pronounced and vicious type.

1914-1933.—From about 1875 Austrian Jews
may be said to have made some of the most
remarkable contributions to Austrian culture,
the development of the press, and the basic
industries of the country. To the pre-war pe-
riod, despite the anti-Semitic tone, and the
neutral attitude of the Emperor Francis Jo-
seph individual Jews were ennobled for their
service to the state, and above all Jewish au-
thors made the intellectual reputation of Vi-
enna. The Austrian Jews moreover found it

possible to exert themselves in the interest of
the Jews in Russia and Roumania, to found
the Zionist movement, and to find place for
thousands of refugees.

In the World War they took a most notable
part. There were more Jewish high ranking
officers in the Austrian army than in any other
of the forces. In the immediate post-war revo-
lution some of them took a notable part, and
in the first regular republic Leon Kellner* was
secretary to the President and others held
office. Nevertheless the Jews of truncated
Austria were so impoverished by the war that
the Vienna Seminary had to close during the
recent depression. Though many Jews were
also prominent in the Socialist ranks there has
been an almost unrelenting animus against
the Jews in Austria, and particularly in Vien-
na. The disorders at the University have been
constant. In 1929 the rector joined the Haken-
kreuzler (Swastika), excluded the Jews from
the student organizations, and demanded a
numerus clausus. The Jewish question is

frequently discussed in the press and in par-
liament. An anti-Shehita agitation was start-

ed, a numerus clausus demanded for all educa-
tional institutions, and in 1932 the Heimwehr
made life miserable for the Jews, and anti-

Semitic scenes were provoked in parliament.
During 1933 the fate of the Jews has depended
on the ability of the government to withstand
union with Nazi Germany, but the coordinat-
ing and racial ideas advanced by the present
government are in theory as dangerous for the
250,000 Jews in Austria as the Nazi ideas pre-
vailing in Germany. There has been a steady
stream of emigration from Austria but it is

probably compensated by immigration from
Germany.
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AUTO-DA-Ffi: Technically the proclama-
tion and execution of a judgment of the Court
of the Inquisition, generally associated with
the actual execution. The auto-da-fe was a
solemn religious observance as well as the de-
struction of the heretic. It was accompanied
by great processions, the victims were garbed
in special costumes, the sentence was not lim-
ited to the living, the bones of the prisoners
who had died during the torture or from im-
prisonment, as well as the effigies of those who
escaped, being carried in the procession and
burned at the stake. Generally the executions
were held on feast days. In Spain the sentence
generally preceded the execution by a few
hours at most. The records of each auto-da-fe
were fully compiled and have all the character-
istics of regular legal procedure. The earliest

auto-da-fe, called by that name, dates to 1288
when on April 24, Jews were executed at
Troyes. The burning of Jews in a group is

however related at an earlier date (See: Mar-
tyrs, prayer). The actual number of autos-da-
fe, or of the number of Jews put to death
thereby is not known. The last-known auto-da-
fe took place on August 1, 1826, at Valencia,
when one Jew was burned alive, but in general
the practice stopped at an earlier date. The
Inquisition was finally abolished in Spain, July
15, 1834. It has been estimated that 129 autos-
da-fe were held on the American continent.

AUTONOMY, JEWISH: See: Minority
rights.

AVICEBRON: 'See: Ibn Gabirol.

AVIGDOR, ELIM D': English Zionist; b.

Provence, 1841: d. London, 1895. As an engi-
neer he supervised the building of the first

Syrian railroad. He was a member of the
Sephardic community, and became one of the
leaders of the Chovevi Zion movement in 1891.

His mother was the second daughter of Sir

Isaac Lyon Goldsmid, and therefore on his

death and that of Sir Julian Goldsmid, the
entailed estates of the Goldsmid family passed
to his son Osmond d'Avigdor.

AVUKAH: American Student Zionist
Federation, organized at a conference held
in Washington, D. C, in 1925, in which stu-

dents from 21 universities participated. Avu-
kah is affiliated to the Zionist Organization
of America. It holds annual conferences, con-
ducts a summer camp, and publishes an an-
nual. Its largest effort in the latter direction

was the "Brandeis Avukah Annual of 1932,"

edited by Joseph Shalom Shubow, Michael
Alper and James Waterman Wise.

AXELROD, PAVEL BORISSOVICH:
Russian Social Democrat; b. Tschernigov,
1850: d. Berlin, 1928. A follower of Bakunin
he in 1880 joined the Marxists and was in 1883
one of the three founders of the first Russian
Social Democratic organization, "the Eman-
cipation of Labor." Later he became one of

the editors of "Iskra" (The Spark), the organ
of the movement. At the London Congress of

1903 he opposed Lenin and became prominent
in the Menshevic faction. In 1917 he returned

to Russia and denounced the Bolshevist seiz-
ure of power.

AXENFELD, ISRAEL: Yiddish author;
b. Niemirow, Podolia, 1787: d. Odessa, 1866.
He was one of the earnest supporters of
Haskalah * but unlike his associates expound-
ed his views, in essays, stories and novels, in
Yiddish. His bibliographical list covers an
extensive field but most of his mss. were de-
stroyed in the pogrom of 1871, in Odessa.

AYIN: 16th letter of the Hebrew alphabet.
The name represents "eye" which was its orig-
inal shape. Its numerical value is 70. Gener-
ally silent, but the Sephardim sound it ng.

AYIN HARA: "Evil eye." The belief that
those possessed of the baleful influence can
injure with a glance. The power of the "evil
eye" is referred to in Deut. xxviii. 54, 56, and
there is an allusion to it in Job vii. 8.

It was firmly believed by all ancients, that some
malignant influence darted from the eyes of envious or
angry persons and so infected the air as to penetrate and
corrupt the bodies of both living creatures and inani-
mate objects.

—

Frederick Thomas Elworthy, The
Evil Eye, London, 1395.

AYRTON, HERTHA: Scientist; b. Port-
sea, England, 1854: d. London, 1923. She was
the daughter of Levi Marks, a clockmaker and
jeweler. She studied at Girton College and
in 1885 married Prof. W. E. Ayrton, whose pu-
pil she had been. She made her scientific rep-
utation in 1883, with her researches in the elec-
tric arc, and later elucidated problems con-
nected with the electric searchlight. After her
husband's death in 1908, she continued her re-
search work and in connection with her dis-
coveries in the ripple-forming vortices in water
utilized her invention, the Ayrton anti-gas fan,
which was used in the World War in 1916 to
repel noxious gases. She was a militant suffra-
gist.

AZARIAH: Palestine scholar of the 4th
cent, who developed the system of employing
the letters of any word as the initial letters of
other words. This method of interpretation
was a favorite with magidim in the last cent.

AZAZEL: There is difference of opinion
as to whether the term, applied to one of the
goats used in the service of the Day of Atone-
ment,* (Lev. xvi. 22) described the act of
sending the goat into the wilderness, or is the
name of a demon to whom the goat was sent.

AZEVEDO, FRANCISCO D': Portuguese
Marano who succeeded in bringing about a
suspension of the Inquisition in Portugal in

1674. Aided by the Jesuits, he was sent to
Rome and succeeded in inducing the pope,
Clement X., to issue a Bull prohibiting trials

of the Maranos.

AZHAROT: Poems relating to the 613 pre-
cepts, formerly part of the festival rituals.

AZORES: Islands in the Atlantic belonging
to Portugal. Jews first settled there after the
expulsion from Portugal. They have to a con-
siderable degree intermarried with Catholics.



B

BA'AL B'RITH: 'See: Circumcision.

BAAL SHEM: "Master of the name," ap-
plied to presumed miracle workers. About 11

men acquired more than local reputation as
miracle workers from early in the 16th cent.

BAAL SHEM TOB (Israel b. Eliezer):
Founder of Hasidism; b. Okupy, Poland,
c.1700: d. Medzibozh, 1760. His early life can
be gleaned from the legends in "Shibhe ha-
Besht." He lost his parents when still a small
child and was brought up by the community.
We see him as a dreamy child who liked to

roam in the woods in contemplation of nature.
Very soon he had to shift for himself and he
became successively a "Belfer" (assistant to a
teacher), country-teacher, clay-digger and
"Shohet," and finally keeper of an inn to which
his wife attended while he led the life of a re-

cluse in the Carpathian mountain woods, pre-
paring himself for his mission. In his 36th
year he had a "revelation." He became known
as a Baal Shem (a Cabalistic healer). By
means of incantations, prayer and magical for-

mulae he would heal the masses that came to

him. At the same time he cautiously divulged
his own ideas to a small number of followers.

After spending a few years at various towns
in Galicia, he finally moved to Medzibozh in

Podolia where there gathered around him a
group of disciples to whom he expounded his

teachings, in the form of parables and sayings.
Notable among these disciples were Dob
Baer * of Meserich, who was to become his

successor, Jacob Joseph of Polonnoye, and
later also his daughter's son, Moses Chayim
Ephraim.
Besht did not simply borrow his doctrines

from the Cabala.* He popularized them so
that they could be adapted to everyday life and
infused new life into its abstruse teachings.
Through him it became the living faith of a
great part of East European Jewry. He
stressed the omnipresence of God. All nature
and, of course, man is filled with the Deity. In
opposition to the Cabala he taught that God
has to be served with a joyful heart, and not
through sadness and asceticism. He democra-
tized the faith by putting emotional prayer,
even of the ignorant, above learning, for spon-
taneous prayer through cleaving to God, will

bring a union with Him. Finally both by his

personality and his teachings Besht foreshad-
owed the idea of the Zaddik (literally the
Righteous, applied to all Hasidic leaders), the
Higher Being, mediator between God and the
people. In the last years of his life, he started
out on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem but at Con-
stantinople turned back because of a forebod-
ing vision.

The figure of the Baal Shem Tob remains to
this day the center of Hasidism. His life has

been surrounded by a number of legends.
Reading the "Shibhe ha-Besht" or listening to
them, is for the Hasidim as great a devotional
act as studying the Torah. Some of these
legends are available in English translation in

Martin Buber's "Jewish Mysticism" (London,
1931), and Meyer Levin's "Golden Mountain"
(New York, 1932). A. B.
My master lived in the hourly presence of God; and

of the patriarchs and the prophets, the great men of
Israel, the Tanaim and the Amoraim and all who sought
to bring God's kingdom on earth.

—

Zangwill, The Mas-
ter of the Name, in Dreamers of the Ghetto.

See: Hasidism.

BAAR, HERMAN: Educationalist; b.

Stadthagen, Germany, 1826: d. New York,
1904. He taught in England, Germany and
Belgium and was minister in Liverpool, Eng-
land, before coming to the United States in

1870. In 1876 he was appointed superintendent
of the Hebrew Orphan Asylum, New York.
He occupied this position for almost a quarter
of a century and became the authority on the
proper handling of the dependent child and a
significant figure in the educational world. His
keen mind, personality, and unfailing sense of
humor endeared him to all who were fortunate
enough to know him. During the time he was
superintendent of the Hebrew Orphan Asy-
lum, he attracted attention through his weekly
addresses for children which were published
in the "American Hebrew." They were put
into book form in two volumes "Addresses on
Homely and Religious Subjects." In 1900 he
retired to private life and during this period
continued to write for Jewish periodicals and
also published "Bible Stories" for Sunday
school use. M. B. S.

BABA: Samaritan leader of the fourth cent.
He was high priest of the sect.

BABYLONIA, BABYLON: In ancient
times this important state covered the lower
course of the Euphrates, corresponding in the
southern section to what the Greeks named
Mesopotamia,* now Iraq.* At times it was
part of Chaldaea (Kashdem, in Hebrew) and
at others of Assyria; Babylonia is therefore
not always recognizable as a distinct political
entity. Gen. x. 10 mentions Nimrod as king
of Babel "in the land of Shinar," which to
the Greek and Roman writers was Chaldaea.
Six cities, Nineveh, Calah, Arbela, Babylon,
Rezin and Ur, were of primary importance in

this area at different times. Most of what is

now known of the succession of states and
empires that ruled this territory is a recom-
position of archeological discoveries guided
by the somewhat scant references of ancient
historians, and in the Scriptures. The re-
newal of excavations at Ur * has, however,
brought to light material which forces some
recasting of the conclusions drawn from ar-
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cheology and accepted a decade ago. Ur now
appears to have been the most ancient center
of Babylonian civilization. It was wealthy,
and had its own dynasty prior to the great
Sumerian invasion which shaped the culture
and dictated the civilization of these eastern
lands. Evidence has been found of an Amor-
ite invasion c.2300 and Hebraic words have
been found in inscriptions assigned to that
period. The eastern empires at all times
exerted pressure on Palestine, and the Baby-
lonian state was exhausted by its own in-

vasions of Syria about the time it was con-
quered by the Assyrians. Hezekiah * received
an embassy from Mendach-baladan who is

placed amongst the Assyrians though in op-
position to the imperial despot.
The Babylonia of the biblical record is

therefore largely a part of Assyria. Jere-
miah * favored a compromise with the Chal-
daean rulers. Sargon (II Kings xvii. 24), who
took the Jews captive, Sennacherib and Esar-
haddon were Assyrian rulers. Sennacherib
destroyed the city of Babylon in 689 b.c.e., and
most of the ruins which have yielded so much
information are those of the city erected by
Nebuchadrezzar, the greatest monarch of
neo-Babylon. The city was captured by Cyrus
in 539 b.c.e. and was therefore a Persian de-
pendency at the date of the return led by
Ezra,* and during the period described by
Daniel.* Babylon was destroyed in 275 b.c.e.,

and its inhabitants removed.
The great Jewish contact with Babylonia

was the captivity. Part of the descendants of
those taken by Nebuchadrezzar returned, a
number of those who remained rose to posi-
tions of importance in the state. The pres-
ence of Jews in Babylonia can be traced at the
time of Alexander's conquest, and throughout
the Maccabean era. The religious cultural
period of Jewish history in Babylonia began
after the Bar Kokba * war. The migration of
Hananiah from Palestine to Babylonia in

c.140 synchronizes with the establishment of
the office of resh-galutha, and the founding of
the Academies.* For 1,000 years thereafter
Babylonia played a dominant role in the de-
velopment of Judaism. Apparently prior to
the rise of Islam the Jews lived there in con-
siderable freedom. Though the Arabs were
less tolerant than their predecessors the pic-
tures drawn by travelers, like Benjamin of
Tudela,* indicate a tolerance and freedom,
and an exercise of authority, not attained by
the Jews in the west during the same period.

The rise of Karaism * undermined the po-
litical position of the Jews in the east in the
eighth cent., and the institution of the badge *

as a distinguishing mark, by Al-Mutawakkil
in the ninth cent., is evidence of the gradual
lowering of the Jewish position. From then
on the authority of the exilarch began to de-
cline, and the office ceased in 1040. The great
invasion by Tamerlane wrecked the Orient
and its Jewish communities. It is only since
the World War that this great area shows
signs of recuperation.

BABYLONIAN CAPTIVITY: The de-
portation of the Jews by Nebuchadrezzar
(Jer. lxii. 28-33). There were three deporta-
tions, in 596, 586 and 582 b.c.e.

BACHARACH, EVA: One of the few Jew-
esses rated scholars in the 17th cent.: b.

Prague, c.1580: d. Sofia, 1651. A grand-daugh-
ter of R. Lowe b. Bezalel. Her scholarship
in rabbinics is mentioned by several writ-
ers. She married a rabbi who officiated in

Worms.

BACHER, SIMON: Original name Bach-
arach, neo-Hebrew poet; b. Hungary, 1823: d.

Budapest, 1891. Bacher translated extensively
from German. A collection of his poems
"Sha'ar Shimon" (1894) has been published.

BACHER, WILHELM (Benjamin Zeff) :

Literary historian and lexicographer; b. Lipto-
Szent-Miklos, Hungary, 1850: d. Budapest,
1913. He was a pupil of Graetz and Frankel at
Breslau where he graduated and in 1877 was
appointed professor of biblical science at the
newly established Landesrabbiner school in

Budapest. He was a brilliant linguist and mas-
ter of Persian and its literature. He wrote a
number of books on Persian history and liter-

ature besides editing the "Ungarische Judische
Revue" (1884-90) and contributing from 1809
to his death to 46 publications. His prodigious
literary output was tabulated and found to
number 45 massive works of first-class value,

and 900 scientific essays and monographs.
Many of these were translated into west Euro-
pean languages. A modern scholar his contri-

butions in the fields of exegesis, Hebrew lan-

guage and Hagada, offered a new systematic
approach. His most imposing effort was how-
ever his six-vol. collection. "The Hagadah of

the Tannaim, the Hagadah of the Palestinean
Amoraim, and the Hagadah of the Babylo-
nian Amoraim," in which the whole collection

of myths, stories, legends, etc., were chrono-
logically arranged, the authors as far as pos-
sible established, the material classified and
the texts corrected. Bacher did considerable
for Halaka and in addition wrote consider-
ably on Hungarian literature and enjoyed the
reputation of having influenced 1,000 students
in the many years he taught in the Budapest
Seminary.

BADCHAN: Yiddish term for professional
merrymaker or jester. The professional
rhymester is still occasionally employed in

Europe and the United States.

BADGE: Distinguishing mark, or distin-

guishing dress worn by Jews, was first insti-

tuted in Islamic countries in the ninth cent,

and maintained to the beginning of Turkish
rule and later. In Europe the badge was for-

mally instituted by the Lateran Council in

1215.

The motive given by the church was that it

sought to prevent illicit intercourse between
Jews and Christian women, an issue also raised
by the Muslims, against both Jews and Chris-
tians, and later by the crusaders against all
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non-Franks. As however Jewish women were
also forced to wear all sorts of distinguishing
marks, and the whole policy of this type of sep-
aration was emphasized by the insane Fatimite
caliph, Hakim before the Crusades, the mo-
tive of forcing people to wear such marks was
not limited to preventing sexual irregularities.

The badges, the color of the garments, the
size of headdress and shape, varied in differ-

ent epochs. Caprice as much as anything de-
cided these matters. The marks were not con-
fined to wearing apparel. They included signs
over houses, wooden balls on saddles, color
and other restrictions, prohibiting the use of
white cloth, silk and velvet. Many other de-
vices, inclusive of the ringing of a bell were
designed to keep the Jews apart from their

neighbors. A favorite form of badge was two
pieces of yellow cloth cut to represent the
Two Tablets of the Law, but a circle of red or
blue was probably as common. The custom of
wearing the badge fell into disuse in the 16th
cent.

Since Sept., 1933, the yellow badge in the
form of yellow cards for Jewish students has
been reintroduced in Germany.
See: Popes, Portugal.

BAENA, JUAN ALFONSO DE: Marano
troubadour of Cordova. Baena lived at the end
of the 14th and the beginning of the 15th cent.
He was a Jewish minstrel who served at the
courts of John I., Henry III., and John II., of
Castile. His song book is the oldest in the
Castilian language.

BAER, DOB (of Meserich): The "Great
Maggid," Hasidic leader, disciple and suc-
cessor to Israel Baal Shem Tob; b. Volhy-
nia, c.1710: d. 1772. Originally an ascetic
preacher, he came under the influence of Has-
idism. Besht, the "Master," saw in him a
worthy leader -and named him his successor.
Due to his great learning Dob Baer was able
to draw to his circle learned Talmudists from
all sections of Poland and Lithuania. He con-
tinued the oral formulation of Hasidism, like

his master discoursing in the form of sayings
and parables. He elaborated the teachings of
the Baal Shem Tob in his work "Maggid De-
barav Le-Yaakov," published by his disciples.
He taught the omnipresence of God and em-
phasized the high value of spontaneous prayer
leading to a union with the Godhead. Dob
Baer was the first to place the Zaddik in the
center of Hasidism.* He was the founder of
the Hasidic community.
Among the foremost of his disciples were

Elimelech of Lezaysk, who spread Hasidism
in Poland, Shneor Zalman who was active in

Lithuania, Levi Isaac of Berdichev, and
Menachem Mendel of Witebsk, who founded
a Hasidic community in the Holy Land.

A.B.

BAER, SELIGMAN: Most notable of the
modern German writers on the Masorah; b.

Mosbach, 1825: d. Biebrich-on-the-Rhine,
1897. Professionally, Baer occupied a humble

position, but his scholarship was such that he
edited for Delitzsch the Old Testament on
strict Masoretic lines. Between 1872 and 1895
he completed his remarkable edition of the He-
brew text of the Bible. In addition, he com-
piled an accurate and critical text of the Jew-
ish prayer-book.

BAGHDAD: Capital of Iraq. The city was
designed, being probably the first town laid

out according to a plan, by three men, one of
whom was a Jew in the eighth cent, at the or-
ders of Caliph Abu Jaf'ar Mansur, who left the
more ancient town of Baghdad across the
river because of mosquitoes. As Baghdad was
one of the great cities on the ancient interna-
tional trading route, Jews must have settled
there as early as they settled in Palmyra, with
which Baghdad had commercial intercourse.
In the eighth cent. Jews were freely invited to
settle by the Caliph though they were under
the restrictions applied to all non-Muslims by
'Omar II. Jews held important offices in

Baghdad in the ninth cent, and their scholars
traveled far; in the 12th cent, they had a local

exilarch. Baghdad was one of the severest
sufferers from the great Mongolian invasion
and its Jewish community perished in the great
massacres which attended the storming of the
town. In the 17th cent, much of the city was
still in ruins but in the next cent, the commu-
nity increased from oriental sources, so that in

1847 it had 3,000 families. Recently it was re-

ported that there were 100,000 Jews in the
province, most of them in the city. Baghdad
has influenced the oriental Jewish settlements
of India, those coming from the city being
known as Baghdadli. The great financial
house of Sassoon * is of Baghdad origin. One
of its synagogs dates from the eighth cent.,

two others are 200 years old. Altogether it has
nine congregations.

BAGRATUNI: First family entered in the
lists of the old Russian nobility. According to
an Armenian tradition, which was officially ac-
cepted in Russia, the Bagratunians claimed to
be descendants of King David, having come
from Palestine to Armenia at the time of the
invasion of Nebuchadrezzar. Shambat was
then brought captive to Armenia and rose to
eminence in the country. The transference of
Georgia to Russian rule brought this family
under Russian dominance, and they acquired
the equivalent of feudal rights which were
honored by the Muscovite rulers. The name
still survives in Georgia. Many of the first

names of this clan are typically Jewish.

BAHUR: Generally pronounced Bochur.
Hebrew for "youth," and applied to Talmud
students.

BAHUZIM: See: Nomad Jews.

BAHYA B. JOSEPH IBN PAKUDA:
Author of the first Jewish system of ethics
written in Arabic. Bahya who lived in the
11th cent, in Saragossa, published in 1040 his

book on conduct which was translated into
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Hebrew and printed in Naples, 1489. "Hobot
ha-Lebabot" (Duties of the Heart) appealed
even to the formalist Joseph Caro.*

BAIERSDORF, SAMSON B. MA-
NASSE: Court Jew to the Margrave of Bran-
denburg-Bayreuth, at the beginning of the 18th
cent. His daughter married a son of Gliickel
von Hameln.*

BAIGNEUX-LES-JUIFS: Capital of a
canton in the Cote d'Or, France. As the name
indicates, there were Jews in this town in the
Middle Ages.

BAKRI, DAVID B. JOSEPH COEN:
18th cent, leader of the Algerian Jews; b.

c.1770 and decapitated, 1811. Bakri was a
financier who made considerable loans to the
French Directory. His financial transactions
were the basic pretext for the French capture
of Algiers in 1831. His decapitation on the
score of treason to the Algerian regency was
due to local intrigue against his authority and
power. Several members of this family held
important positions in Algeria prior to the
French protectorate; they all suffered tragic
ends. See: Bosnach, Naphtali.

BAKST (Rosenberg), LEO SAMOILO-
WITSCH: Painter and scenic artist; b. Grod-
no, 1868: d. Paris, 1924. After studying in

Russia he settled in Paris in 1892. He made a
sensation, after a Greek tour, with his "Terror
Antiguus." He then turned to the theater and
achieved a reputation as a scenic artist. His
costuming and decoration for the Russian Bal-
let's presentation of "Scheherezade," in 1910,
brought him international fame.

BALEARIC ISLANDS: The three best
known of these Mediterranean Islands off the
Spanish coast are Majorca, Minorca and Iviza.
There were Jews in these islands in the second
cent., but they were persecuted in the fifth

cent. The Spanish persecution in 1146 forced
many Jews to flee to Majorca. Jaime I. (1213-
76) captured the islands and made them part
of Aragon, employing a Jew as interpreter.

The Jews lived in peace till 1312 when the
church persecutions began, and with the
growth of intolerance, and the rise of the In-
quisition the Jews of the islands came under
the conditions characteristic of the rest of
Spain. The Inquisition * was set up in the
islands with the usual results, but the Maranos
here called themselves Chuetas.* A new Jew-
ish settlement was organized when the British

captured the islands in 1713, but when the
islands were returned to Spain the newcomers
promptly disappeared.

BALFOUR DECLARATION: The docu-
ment which reads:

Foreign Office.

November 2, 1917.

Dear Lord Rothschild:
I have much pleasure in conveying to you on behalf of

His Majesty's Government the following declaration of

sympathy with Jewish Zionist aspirations, which has been
submitted to and approved by the Cabinet:

"His Majesty s Government view with favor the

establishment in Palestine of a national home for the

Jewish people, and will use their best endeavors to
facilitate the achievement of this object, it being
clearly understood that nothing shall be done which
may prejudice the civil and religious rights of exist-
ing non-Jewish communities in Palestine or the rights
and political status enjoyed by Jews in any other
country."

I should be grateful if you would bring this Declaration
to the knowledge of the Zionist Federation.

Yours sincerely,
(Signed) Arthur James Balfour.

This Declaration was issued by the British
government in agreement with the policies of
the French government and of the President
of the United States, Woodrow Wilson. It was
officially approved by France, Feb. 14, 1918;
Italy, May 9, 1918; Japan, Dec, 1918; and by
President Wilson in a letter to Dr. Stephen S.
Wise, Aug. 31, 1918, and by vote of the Con-
gress of the United States, approved by Presi-
dent Harding, Sept. 21, 1922. The Declaration
was incorporated in the preamble of the Man-
date for Palestine, affirmed July 24, 1922. Its
purport was affirmed by a number of the Al-
lied governments, and by some of the post-
war governments. It has been reaffirmed by
successive British governments. Its issuance
gave rise to the observance, in Palestine in par-
ticular, of Balfour Day, November 2nd.
See: Basle Program, Zionism, etc.

BALLIN, ALBERT: Managing director of
the Hamburg-American Steamship Co.; b.
Hamburg, 1857: d. there, 1918. Ballin, whose
father was in the shipping business, joined the
Hamburg-American Line interests in 1886, and
the year following instituted the regular Ger-
man trans-Atlantic service. Gradually he be-
came the leading spirit in the corporation, and
his shrewd and progressive policies won him
a great reputation. He was adviser to William
II., in economic matters, but spurned all offers
of promotion in the public service conditioned
on apostasy. During the World War he bit-

terly opposed the annexationist policy which
guided German court circles. When in 1918
the revolutionists entered his home, he com-
mitted suicide.

BALLY, DAVICION: Honored by the
Russian Czar Nicholas I. for service rendered
in the war of 1829; b. Bucharest, 1809: d. Jeru-
salem, 1884. Bally played a considerable part
in the affairs of Roumania, and held various
official positions under the government besides
taking a keen interest in Jewish philanthropies.
Embittered by the persecution of his fellow
Jews in Roumania he left his native land in

1882 and settled in Jerusalem where he died.

BALTIMORE: See: United States of
America.

BAMBERGER, LOUIS: Merchant, phi-
lanthropist; b. Baltimore, Md., 1855. He is

chairman of the board of L. Bamberger & Co.,
department store owners, Newark, N. J., and
treasurer of the Newark Museum Association.
He is noted for his civic and Jewish philan-
thropies. With his sister, Mrs. Felix Fuld,
widow of his late partner, he donated $5,000,-

000 for the establishment of the Institute for
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Advance Study, which has been established
at Princeton, N. J., under the direction of Dr.
Abraham Flexner. He had distributed $1,000,-

000 among his employees.

BAMBERGER, LUDWIG: Prominent
German economist; b. Mayence, 1823: d. Ber-
lin, 1899. Bamberger was one of the promi-
nent German liberals, and for a time had the
confidence of Bismarck. He was elected to the
Reichstag in 1871, and was an influence in Ger-
man financial and economic policies for the
decade following. In 1880 Bamberger helped
to create a political crisis by opposing Bis-
marck, and his colonial policies. He wrote ex-
tensively on political and economic subjects.

BAN: Public proclamation of an ecclesiasti-

cal interdict. The word meaning sacrosanct,
occurs frequently in the Bible. In the sense in

which it is generally used, as proclaiming an
excommunication, it was first used as a war
measure against idolators.

See: Herem.

BARABAS: Jew in Christopher Marlowe's
anti-Semitic play, "The Jew of Malta."

BARANY, ROBERT: Nobel Prize winner
for medicine, 1914; b. Vienna, 1876. In 1909
he was privat docent in Vienna lecturing on
the diseases of the ear in which department he
won his reputation. Although awarded the
Nobel Prize, he received no appointment at
the University of Vienna and therefor ac-
cepted a professorship in Upsala. During the
World War he was taken prisoner by the Rus-
sians and confined in Przemysl. Among his

important work is "Physiologie und Path-
ologie des Bogengang-Apparats beim Men-
schen," 1907.

BARCELONA: Part of this Catalonian city
is called Monjuich (Jew Mount), and Jews are
identified with its early history. Jews were
landowners in Barcelona in the 11th cent, hav-
ing aided the Moors in its conquest. In its

day, one of the mercantile capitals of Europe,
Barcelona had a succession of Jewish bankers,
and its community was wealthy and influential.

All this prosperity disappeared during the
great massacre of 1391, when those not killed

or able to flee accepted baptism. In 1392 the
Jews were invited to return by royal procla-
mation. They however refused to return and
in revenge a decree was issued in 1424 prohib-
iting their resettlement. After 1870 a few Jews
from France, Germany and South America
settled in Barcelona.

BAREHEADEDNESS: Jewish ritualistic

custom denies bareheadedness both to men
and women. Orthodox men still wear a cap
at service and some at all times. Women cov-
ered their hair with a wig (sheitel), but this

custom has been in abeyance since the last

quarter of the 19th cent. Despite the general
assumption, the sheitel is not of biblical origin.

Such references as appear in the_ Pentateuch
suggest that women covered their heads for

adornment and men went bareheaded. The
habit of covering the head is of Babylonian
origin. See: Posture at Prayer.

BAR GIORA, SIMON: One of the out-
standing leaders in the Jewish revolt against
Rome; b. Gerasa, c.50 c.e. By guerrilla warfare
he defeated the Idumeans, mastered Hebron
and came to Jerusalem and with John of Gis-
chala * divided authority in the city in the final

struggle. He held his post even after the Tem-
ple had been burned down, and only sur-
rendered to Titus when hunger drove him
from his hiding place. He was taken captive
to Rome, and on the day of Titus' and Vespa-
sian's triumph was hurled from the Tarpeian
rock.

Simon and John were united in this feeling alone—that
it was the highest duty of a Jew to fight for his country.
The portraits of these two commanders have been drawn
by an enemy's hand. We must remember that the pro-
longed resistance of the Jews was a standing reproof to

Josephus, who had been defeated, captured, and taken
into favor.

—

Walter Besant, Jerusalem, the City of
Herod and Saladin.

BAR KOKBA: Hero in the war (132-5)
against Hadrian. The Man: Except that
the coins struck by him contained the name
Simeon, or Simon, and that he was killed in

the defense of Bettir (Bethar) very little is

known of the life history, personality and an-
tecedents of the military leader in the last great
Jewish struggle against Rome. The presump-
tion is that his name signifies "star," and was
awarded him on his appointment by Akiba *

who is said to have hailed him as "king Mes-
siah." . He was physically exceedingly strong,
resolute, an excellent strategist and in warfare
followed the surprise attacks which cent, be-
fore had brought victory to the Hasmoneans
in their hill campaigns. Most of what has
come down about him is not contemporaneous.
Bar Kokba's military prowess forced Hadrian
to bring Julius Severus into the field against
him. The ignominy that was fastened upon
the memory of Bar Kokba in Jewish annals
reflects the greatness of the disaster which
followed the galling defeat of Jewish arms.
One of the best tributes paid Bar Kokba was
written by Emma Lazarus*:

Weep, Israel! your tardy meed outpour
Of grateful homage on his fallen head,

That never coronal of triumph wore,
Untombed, dishonored, and unchapeleted.

If victory makes the hero, raw Success
The stamp of virtue, unremembered

Be then the desperate strife, the storm and stress
Of the last Warrior Jew. But if the man

Who dies for freedom, loving all things less,

Against world-legions, mustering his poor clan;
The weak, the wronged, the miserable, to send

Their death-cry's protest through the ages' span

—

If such an one be worthy, ye shall lend
Eternal thanks to him, eternal praise,

Nobler the conquered than the conqueror's endl

The War: The causes of the last great
struggle, which in Roman annals began as a
revolt of the Jews and ended as the War of the

Jews, are to be traced to the bloody revolution
organized by Julian * and Pappus * of Alexan-
dria throughout the Roman diaspora against

Trajan who aggrandized the power of Rome



BAR MITZVAH—BARNATO 62

east of the Jordan. That struggle (115-18)
which involved Cyreniaca, Libya and Cyprus
as well as Palestine, ended in the slaughter at

Lydda (Polemus Quietus, in Rabbinic ac-
counts) about a year after Hadrian's accession.
From then on apparently the Jews prepared
for a renewal of the struggle, and organized
their forces over a period of 15 years. The de-
liberate preparation for the struggle is part of

Dio Cassius' account, which is the source of
the history of the war. A threat to rebuild
Jerusalem as a Roman city, the interdiction
of circumcision, and other measures, added
fuel to the fire, and provided occasion for the
active campaign. The Jewish army under Bar
Kokba assembled in the Valley of Rimmon,
and was supported by volunteers from the
diaspora, and the Samaritans.* The Roman
forces concentrated at Caesarea were defeated,
and by fortifying a line of posts stretching
across Galilee,* Bar Kokba separated them
from the Roman army in Syria. The Jews then
fell upon the Roman posts, took Emmaus,
cleared the country, and took possession of

Jerusalem,* then mostly in ruins, and open on
two sides. The state was reorganized and
coins struck with the "Deliverance of Jeru-
salem." Skirmishing apparently continued in

the north, particularly at Tiberias across which
the volunteers from the east were ferried, and
at Jaffa where they came by sea. The Roman
legionary inscriptions show the massing of

troops after the defeat of Publius Marcellus,
the legate of Syria, the calling of Julius Seve-
rus from Britain, and the presence of Hadrian
in Syria at the end of the war. Severus, ac-

cording to Dio Cassius did not venture to en-

gage in open battle, but pursued a war of at-

trition which continued for a year or more
until he had cleared the country, capturing 50

strongholds and 985 towns and villages—a list

possible of reconstruction, and therefore not
necessarily an exaggeration—until he was able

to surround Bettir, which still has a "Ruin of

the Jews" with a legionary inscription, and
starved the Jews into submission. The direct

fall of Bettir is traced even in the Samaritan
records, to Samaritan treachery. Dio Cassius
estimated that 580,000 Jews fell in battle be-
sides myriads who perished in the struggle.

The dimensions of the revolt can be estimated
from its endurance, the significant acclaiming
of Hadrian as emperor, the imperial message
which did not proclaim victory, the Roman
medals, the great number of honors distributed

amongst the Roman officers, the destruction
of the remains of Jerusalem and the rebuilding

on it of yElia Capitolina,—so that the name
Jerusalem be forgotten—and the slave mar-
kets held in Gaza and elsewhere, which were
still a popular memory 150 years later.

BAR MITZVAH: "Son of Command-
ment." This Hebrew term is applied to a
boy when he has completed his 13th year, at

which time he reaches his religious majority,
and therefore becomes personally responsible
tor his religious acts. This entrance into re-

ligious manhood is expressed by extending to

the lad an adult privilege. He is called to the
reading of the Law on the earliest possible
Sabbath after his 13th birthday. He reads a
part of the weekly portion of the Law or the
Prophet section, and recites the benedictions
before and after the reading; as the calling to
the Law symbolizes that the Jew is a witness
to the truth of the Torah, and that he knows
its contents and is obligated to obey its com-
mands, the act defines the new position of the
lad—he also is religiously an adult.

A Bar Mitzvah is generally celebrated with
considerable festivity, and the giving of pres-
ents, and the delivery of a discourse by the lad
to the assembled guests. From this time on
the boy is regarded as an adult in all respects;
thus he is counted as one of the ten men
necessary for Minyan *; and among those who
use phylacteries * ("Tefillin) in weekday
prayers.

BARIT, JACOB: Russian Talmudist; b.

Suwalki, 1797: d. Wilna, 1883. Barit occupied
an outstanding position in the communal life

of Russian Jewry as a representative of Jew-
ish interests to the Russian government.
Though strictly orthodox and a defender of
all Jewish practices in his dealings with the
government, he was in sympathy with and en-
couraged the Haskalah movement, and is so
recognized in works dealing with the enlight-
enment of the east-European Jews. Barit was
the host of Moses Montefiore when the latter

visited Russia in the interest of the Jews.

BARNATO, BARNETT ISAACS: "Dia-
mond king"; b. London, 1852: committed sui-

cide at sea, 1897. "Barney" Barnato as he was
called, rose from the most squalid surround-
ings, to Monte Cristo wealth and ended a bi-

zarre career characteristically. His brother,
Henry, preceded him to South Africa,* eked
out a living as a street conjurer, and became
a diamond dealer. Barney followed him in

1874, and "Barnato Brothers" purchased four
claims in the Kimberley diamond mine which
soon netted them a surplus of $9,000 a week.
Together they became the leading promoters
of mine development in South Africa, their

stocks keeping a world excited on the Johan-
nesburg Stock Exchange. Their great rival

was Cecil Rhodes, and when he organized the
De Beers Diamond Mining Company, they
consolidated their principal venture, the Kim-
berley Central Company, and shared in the
control of the spectacular and wealth produc-
ing mines of South Africa. Barney went for

a short spell into South African politics, but in

1895 he came to London with his bosom friend,

Solly Joel, cut a great swathe spending huge
sums among his friends, and decorating a
house in Park Lane with sculptured monstros-
ities. He led a speculative craze in diamond
shares on the London Stock Exchange, but
the Jameson Raid jeopardized his interests,

and his fear of the end of his meteoric career
drove him insane. His wealth was at one time
estimated as running into hundreds of millions

of dollars.


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































